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Revelation 19:1-8 8-4-19 

Gladness in God 

 Orville and Wilbur Wright, great American heroes. Great names too. Orville, Wilbur. The 

two famous brothers were excited on December 17, 1903 because they had finally succeeded in 

keeping their homemade airplane in the air for 59 seconds. Immediately, they rushed a telegram to 

their sister in Dayton, telling of their great achievement. The telegram read, “First sustained flight 

today, 59 seconds. Hope to be home by Christmas.” Upon receiving the news the sister was so 

excited about the success that she rushed to the newspaper office and gave the telegram to the 

editor. The next morning the newspaper headline read, “Popular Local Bicycle Merchant to Be 

Home for Holidays.” Somebody missed the point didn’t they? That is a common human failing. 

The great and stupendous can be eclipsed in our thinking by what is relatively minor. Remember 

Jesus telling his disciples not to celebrate in their dominion over the demonic, but to celebrate their 

names being written in heaven? Remember what Jesus said was cause for celebration in heaven?  

What makes heaven rejoice? When one sinner repents. That is wonderful isn’t it? Now that is 

something to celebrate isn’t it?  

    In the 19th chapter of Revelation we find the saints in heaven, the exalted church celebrating 

three particular things, things which ought to make us glad as well. Read with me this magnificent 

passage. Revelation 19:1-8 After these things I heard something like a loud voice of a great 

multitude in heaven, saying, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God; 

2because His judgments are true and righteous; for He has judged the great harlot who was 

corrupting the earth with her immorality, and He has avenged the blood of His bond-servants on 

her.” 3And a second time they said, “Hallelujah! Her smoke rises up forever and ever.” 4And the 

twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who sits on the 

throne saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!” 5And a voice came from the throne, saying, “Give praise to 

our God, all you His bond-servants, you who fear Him, the small and the great.” 6Then I heard 

something like the voice of a great multitude and like the sound of many waters and like the sound 

of mighty peals of thunder, saying, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns. 

7Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and 

His bride has made herself ready.” 8It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and 

clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.  
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     I begin with a warning that there will be some hard truths considered here today. May the 

Lord prepare your heart. Have you ever read a passage of Scripture for the seventh or eighth time 

and yet it seemed as if it was brand new to you? That happened once for me with this passage, and I 

remember it vividly. I was reading the word in my bedroom and this 19th chapter of Revelation just 

came alive in my soul and overwhelmed. It was like I read it in 3D and I was in the middle of this 

scene described here. It was like I was there, and the events described in this text were as real to me 

as the nose on my face, more real in fact. Ever since, this passage has been a special faith builder 

for me and a reminder of our great hope. It contains the fourfold hallelujahs, there in verses 2, 3, 4 

and 6. It is a glorious picture of the loud triumphant worship of heaven. And it is a description of 

the celebrations of the Jesus people. As I read it I find there are basically three things in which the 

saints rejoice. The first of those three is in verse 2 where it says the great multitude in heaven were 

loudly saying. Stop there. Editorial comment or question. Do you like loud? If you don’t, you may 

not enjoy heaven because we read often that there God is praised with a loud, thunderous voice. His 

people are triumphant and exuberant in praise. And notice what they are so exuberant about. They 

say, “Hallelujah” which simply means, “Praise to Yahweh, the Lord.” 2-4 His judgments are true 

and righteous; for He has judged the great harlot who was corrupting the earth with her 

immorality, and He has avenged the blood of His bond-servants on her.” 3And a second time they 

said, “Hallelujah! Her smoke rises up forever and ever.” 4And the twenty-four elders and the four 

living creatures fell down and worshiped God who sits on the throne saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!” 

Why are they praising God? What are they celebrating? Point #1 they are glad in the judgments of 

God. They are glad that God has cast down the great harlot who represents those earth forces that 

stand against the gospel of Christ. They are glad even in the reality of hell. Verse 3 speaks of 

smoke rising up forever. What does that sound like? That sounds like that place called Gehenna, 

that continually burning garbage heap outside of Jerusalem that Jesus pointed to as a picture of 

what eternity will be like for the damned. A place of unrelenting torment. And the thought of that 

does what to the church? Surprisingly maybe, the redeemed church celebrates the judgements of 

God, saying, Hallelujah. I find there is a great deal of misunderstanding among Christians about the 

subject of vengeance and justice, and retribution. Are we supposed to be for those things? When 

God is blasphemed, and mocked and hated, are we in favor of that being ignored or punished? 

Friend, the Bible calls us to hate wickedness, to delight in God’s justice. Read the Psalms. 

Constantly David is crying out to God for vengeance upon his enemies. When given opportunity to 
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take it out upon them himself David refused. He is a great Old Testament example of the New 

Testament verse in Romans 12:19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the 

wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. We ought to want 

vengeance, just not pursue it personally. This is where the children of God and the children of the 

devil diverge dramatically. I was reading a book on how folks respond to marital strife. The awful 

things they do to seek revenge. One man in Virginia killed his ex-wife’s dog, had it stuffed and 

gave it to her for a present. Another man assaulted his wife by hitting her in the head with their 

Chihuahua. It’s always the pets that suffer when marriages go sour. Vengeance is mine, says the 

devil. God says No. You love your enemies, I will take care of vengeance. And the reality of God’s 

promised justice for the wicked will not cause us eternal sadness but eternal joy. Way back in 

Moses day, the prophet wrote, Deuteronomy 32:43 “Rejoice, O nations, with His people; For He 

will avenge the blood of His servants, and will render vengeance on His adversaries.” That 

rejoicing comes to full expression in the final judgment of Revelation when the devil and his 

followers are finally dealt with. And the saints shout Hallelujah.  

     Do you find this hard to swallow? Does this notion of rejoicing in judgment seem contrary 

to Christianity? I can understand how you would think that. The religion currently peddled in Jesus’ 

name is so improperly man-centered that we have a hard time relating to Revelation 19. What I 

mean is that if you identify more closely with lost humanity than you do God, you can’t rejoice 

when God pours out his wrath upon them. To do as the saints in Revelation 19 do you have to have 

a God-centered world view that sees men existing for God, not the other way around. We need to 

be so saturated with God that we can say, Lord, if you are glorified thru the condemnation of 

sinners, then I rejoice. We have a hard time doing that especially in light of our love for certain lost 

sinners who are very dear to our hearts, whom we know are likely to be under the wrath of our 

God. But remember, what is the chief end of man? What is our hope? The glory of God. Can you 

worship God this week, for Who He is, not just for what He’s done for you? That’s a challenge. 

That’s not in the capacity of the spiritual infant. We have to grow up to do that. And remember, 

when we are in glory, we will be perfected. God, and His glory is all we will care about. We will be 

consumed by that one holy passion. Whether you can do it or not now, then we shall be able to 

celebrate God’s justice, then we can be glad, more fully, in the judgments of God. 
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       Let’s go on now to see that the glorified believers in heaven are glad in the reign of God, in 

His dominion, His kingship. 5-6ab A voice came from the throne, saying, “Give praise to our God, 

all you His bond-servants, you who fear Him, the small and the great.” 6Then I heard something 

like the voice of a great multitude and like the sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty 

peals of thunder. That is a description that gives me goose bumps. If the truth were told you know 

why so many people crowd into stadiums on weekends in our country? Not to watch football - you 

can do that at home, but to be part of a crowd that can make this kind of noise. Even better if the 

game has a flyover by Navy jets. Wow! That gets your adrenaline going. That is awesome. It’s 

even better when that kind of verbal enthusiasm is devoted to God. I have been in some worship 

settings wherein the praise so filled the room that it was chilling and thrilling. I once sang praise 

with 40,000 pastors in the Georgia Dome. It was a memorable and magnificent moment. But 

nothing like this, a multitude sounding like Niagara Falls, like a great thunderstorm, saying 

“Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns.” How close to this do you think we could 

come? You want to try? Some of you, I know, you’re thinking, “Oh, no Pastor, don’t ask us to get 

loud in here.” Look, if you are insecure about this I give you permission to sit out. You don’t need 

to shout with us, but those who are willing, let’s see if we can bring Revelation 19 to this room. 

We’ll take three times through it to give us a chance to build. But try to let yourself go in praise to 

God. This may not be very Presbyterian, but as I read things, it is quite heavenly. I’ll lead us, you 

shout with me those words in verse 6, starting with Hallelujah when I raise my fists. Let’s stand for 

this. Put your stuff down and get ready. Here goes.... Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the 

Almighty, reigns. This thing in Revelation 19 will be a lot better, believe me. 

     We note as our second main heading that we will be glad in God’s reign. You know what 

I’ve noticed about the groundswell of new worship music that has come in the last twenty years in 

the church? The emphasis is on the kingship, the majesty of God and His Son. In the traditional 

hymnbook there was more of an emphasis on the atoning death of Christ, lately the emphasis has 

been on His kingly rule and exaltation. Certainly this is something Christians are very glad about. 

We love to sing about, tell about, shout about God’s rule. There is one particular portion of 

Scripture where this theme of praising God for His kingship is especially prominent. That is the 

Psalms of the 90s. I don’t mean the 1990s. Look at Psalm 95:2-3 Let us come before His presence 

with thanksgiving, let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms. 3For the Lord is a great God 
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and a great King above all gods, 96:10a Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns.” This is the 

theme of Psalms 95-99. 97:1-2 The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice; let the many islands be glad. 

2Clouds and thick darkness surround Him; righteousness and justice are the foundation of His 

throne. 99:1 The Lord reigns, let the peoples tremble; He is enthroned above the cherubim, let the 

earth shake! This, my friend, is reason to celebrate any time. Anytime. Our God is on the throne of 

the universe. If that doesn’t get you excited it is probably because of one thing. You are not a fan of 

God’s. You don’t identify with him. Certainly not everybody is happy about God’s rule. The great 

harlot isn’t glad in that. No one proud and self-centered is glad in that. In fact, this reality, to the 

greater part of the world is a huge agitation. Have you ever read Psalm 2? Our Tuesday JOY group 

went through this recently. Psalm 2:1-3 Why are the nations in an uproar and the peoples devising 

a vain thing? 2The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers take counsel together against 

the Lord and against His Anointed, saying, 3“Let us tear their fetters apart and cast away their 

cords from us!” They are saying, “We don’t want God to rule over us.” Uh-uh. We are plotting to 

overthrow Him. We are trying to get those laws against adultery and sodomy off the books. We are 

trying to get the 10 commandments off the walls of our courtroom. We are trying to expel God 

from our schools. We don’t want the restrictions a recognition of God will bring. Far from being 

glad that God reigns many people hate that because if God is king guess who isn’t? If He reigns 

then I don’t get too. But I want to RULE! Can you really praise God for being King? With all that 

means to your private life? Can you rejoice that He is on the throne, that He controls your life? 

When I first encountered the notion of God’s sovereignty I was offended. I was upset. I was 

indignant. Now I rejoice! Grace alone allows this proud sinner to do that. And it took me a while to 

get there. Some study, some thinking, some long talks with God. Some reorientation of the universe 

in my mind. Sometimes in this life it is with pain and a deep sigh that I say these words, “The 

Almighty reigns.” I wish He would reign differently, but in this day described in Revelation 19 my 

heart will feast on all the will of my sovereign and there will be sheer delight in His majesty.   

      Thirdly now we see in our text that the saints are glad in the salvation of God. 7 Let us 

rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His 

bride has made herself ready. The word “salvation” is not used in that verse but the marriage 

described there is the final dimension of the salvation God has won for us in Jesus. When Adam 

sinned against God the love relationship between man and God was broken. It is that relationship of 

love that Jesus came to restore. And the final dimension of that restoration is marriage. I mean, you 
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can’t get any more reconciled than to become man and wife. This is the ultimate. What is depicted 

here is the eternal union between Christ Jesus and the church, which is called in Scripture the bride 

of Christ. But what a funny sounding event this is. Because this one called the bride is marrying 

one called what? The Lamb. Now some of you parents have had daughters marry turkeys, but a 

lamb? Understand that this is the term used often in the New Testament to refer to Jesus in His role 

as sacrificial offering for the sins of His people. The only way the son of God could make us His 

bride is for Him to first of all become the Lamb whose blood would be poured out in payment for 

our iniquity. We are like unfaithful Gomer whose story is told in the book of Hosea. This 

ungrateful adulterous woman is sold into slavery. And for the husband she abandoned to take her as 

his wife again required him to go to the slave market and buy her back. That is what our husband 

did for us. He buys us back at the expense of His life. Every time we hear Jesus called the Lamb it 

reminds us of what He did to make us His own again. And so this is how Christ is most lovely to 

His church, in His role as Lamb. We sing that great hymn that says “Crown Him with many 

crowns, the Lamb upon His throne. Crown Him the Lord of love! Behold His hands and side, those 

wounds yet visible above, in beauty glorified.” Those wounds do not detract from his beauty, but 

instead are precious and lovely to the bride for she knows why they are there. They will be visible 

forever as a reminder of what our Lord did.   

     Then we consider the Bride. The church is called the Bride of Christ, which speaks of the 

value she holds in the Lord’s eyes. It speaks of the love between the two. It speaks of the intimacy 

to which we are called. The Bride, it says, has made herself ready. And how does a bride get ready 

for her wedding day? Man, there is a lot to that isn’t there? There are the invitations and the 

reception arrangements and the formal announcements, and there is the dress. Oh yes, the wedding 

dress. Remember the dress Meghan Markle wore when she was married to Prince Harry? I certainly 

don’t but some of you may. What is fit for a royal wedding? Notice what the bride of Jesus wears 8 

It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous 

acts of the saints. The bride has been getting ready by preparing herself a dress made out of the 

finest of materials, made out of obedience to the commands of God. This is how God wants us 

adorning our lives. You ladies know what it says in I Peter 3 about how your adornment is to be 

internal and spiritual. We make ourselves presentable and attractive and lovely to our Lord by 

focusing on inward enhancements, on holiness of life and conduct. Never should we delude 

ourselves into thinking that it is our beauty that forms the basis for this marriage. No, no. The basis 
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is Christ’s unconditional love. He loved us at our worst, but what response does that reality elicit 

from your heart? To the born-again person, the fact that Christ loved us at our worst inspires us to 

offer Him our best. We were plum ugly on the day that Christ offered to marry us, the day of our 

betrothal or engagement; but thru His love, when the time of consummation has arrived we ought 

to be spiffed up a great deal. That period between betrothal and full marriage, that period we are in 

now, is the time for us to work on presenting to our Savior a bride, that as Ephesians 5 says is 

without spot or wrinkle, and is holy and blameless. The bride adorns herself with righteous deeds 

because she is glad in the salvation of God. 

     Now, listen, some of you are with me here, I know. You, like me, are excited about the day 

described in this text. Others of you can’t get excited. You aren’t excited. You can’t rejoice in the 

judgments of God because they condemn you. You see yourself in that great number cast away 

from God’s glory. Some of you can’t rejoice in the reign of God because you are in rebellion 

against Him. Some of you can’t rejoice in the salvation of God because you are a stranger to it, 

being a stranger to Jesus. You can’t rejoice in the great wedding to come because you have no stake 

in it. You aren’t a part of this and you don’t even know the Lamb. That’s the great need. You must 

know the Lamb. You must enter a relationship of love with Christ and in that union with Him you 

will find gladness in God’s salvation and in His reign and even in His judgements. My friend, the 

day described in this text is real. It is coming. Ours is to make ourselves ready for that day when the 

angels of heaven sing, “Here comes the bride, all dressed in white.” Will you be in the bride on that 

great day?  


