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The Rich Young Ruler
Luke 18:18-22

I. The Great Q__________ - What must I do to have   

   e__________ life?

II. The “__________” question

 • Is Jesus good? _____ Yes _____ No

 • Is Jesus God? _____ Yes _____ No

III. Jesus teaches the l__________

 • The rich, young, ruler grew up in a system 

 of e____________________

 • The law is intended to point out our s__________

IV. Jesus teaches the g__________

 • Leave the way of sin (repent). Come and  

 follow Christ

 • Two ways to have eternal life:

  1. Keep the __________ perfectly

  2. On the basis of f__________ in Christ



Luke 18:18-27 
A ruler questioned Him, saying, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 19And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No 
one is good except God alone. 20You know the commandments, ‘Do not 
commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, 
Honor your father and mother.’” 21And he said, “All these things I have kept 
from my youth.” 22When Jesus heard this, He said to him, “One thing you 
still lack; sell all that you possess and distribute it to the poor, and you shall 
have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 23But when he had heard 
these things, he became very sad, for he was extremely rich. 24And Jesus 
looked at him and said, “How hard it is for those who are wealthy to enter 
the kingdom of God! 25For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye 
of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 26They who 
heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” 27But He said, “The things that are 
impossible with people are possible with God.”

Genesis 5:8,11,14,17,20,27,31 
5So all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years, and 
he died.
8So all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years, and he died.
11So all the days of Enosh were nine hundred and five years, and he died.
14So all the days of Kenan were nine hundred and ten years, and he died.
17So all the days of Mahalalel were eight hundred and ninety-five years, and 
he died.
20So all the days of Jared were nine hundred and sixty-two years, and  
he died.
27So all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred and sixty-nine years, 
and he died.
31So all the days of Lamech were seven hundred and seventy-seven years, 
and he died.

Romans 3:10
There is none righteous, not even one.

Galatians 3:10-12
For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is 
written, “Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all things written in 
the book of the law, to perform them.” 11Now that no one is justified by 
the Law before God is evident; for, “The righteous man shall live by faith.” 
12However, the Law is not of faith; on the contrary, “He who practices them 
shall live by them.”

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES
(New American Standard Bible is used unless otherwise indicated)



Romans 10:5
For Moses writes that the man who practices the righteousness which is 
based on law shall live by that righteousness.

Luke 5:32
I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance. 

Acts 16:30b-31
“What must I do to be saved?” 31They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and 
you will be saved, you and your household.”

John 6:47
Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life.

John 11:25
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me 
will live even if he dies.”

John 6:28-29
Therefore they said to Him, “What shall we do, so that we may work the 
works of God?” 29Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of 
God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent.”

Romans 3:20
...by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through 
the Law comes the knowledge of sin.

Philippians 3:2-11
Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false 
circumcision; 3for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of 
God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh, 4although 
I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else has a mind 
to put confidence in the flesh, I far more: 5circumcised the eighth day, of 
the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as 
to the Law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the 
righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless.
7But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as 
loss for the sake of Christ. 8More than that, I count all things to be loss in 
view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom 
I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that 
I may gain Christ, 9and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness 
of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, 
the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, 10that I 
may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 
sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11in order that I may attain to the 
resurrection from the dead.
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