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     LUKE 18:15-17  7-7-19 

Jesus and Children 

Luke 18:15-17 And they were bringing even their babies to Him so that He would touch 

them, but when the disciples saw it, they began rebuking them. 16But Jesus called for them, 

saying, “Permit the children to come to Me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God 

belongs to such as these. 17Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like 

a child will not enter it at all.” In our exposition of Luke 18 we find ourselves in a more action-

oriented historical account. Luke tells us some of the things that happened to Jesus in the latter 

stages of his earthly ministry. Today we have read the account of Jesus and the children. And as 

you read this some of you have in mind the picture I’ve seen 1000 times of Jesus sitting there 

on a log or something with little children on his lap and gathered all around. It is a tender image 

of the Savior dealing gently with some little ones. But it probably doesn’t reflect very well the 

scene described for us in this passage. More than likely, Jesus is not sitting but standing with a 

crowd of some unknown size standing around soaking in His wisdom. While this was going on 

a number of parents come with their babies asking for Jesus to bless them. You’ll notice it does 

call them babies. It is okay, as we see, for parents to bring their children to Jesus. You don’t 

have to wait until the child can go himself. This is a distinctly Presbyterian story. Now probably 

there were young children coming to him as well on their own. Two different words are used to 

describe these children. Babies in verse 15 and then children in 16. You probably have here 

kids from eight years old on down to newborns. And why were they coming or being brought to 

Jesus? It says they were being brought in order that Jesus might touch them, and presumably 

invoke upon the children the blessing of God as well. It was not unusual for parents to seek for 

their children the blessing of a prominent rabbi, and in this case, they were hoping that a touch 

from the miracle man of Galilee might bring good things for their babes.  

Well, the disciples as we read didn’t go for this at all. They obviously perceived this to be 

an intrusion upon Jesus and so rebuked the parents and their kids for being so presumptuous. 

But Jesus then rebuked the disciples. The other gospels say that Jesus was angry with them and 

ordered them to let the children come. That then is a recap of the story and now we will look at 

the lessons of the story. We find here three valuable take-aways. 
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     Take-away #1 is to absorb the values of Jesus. Here is a man famous all over his region. He 

is starting a movement which he intends to dominate the world. If you were in that kind of 

position too whom would you give your time? Most of us, maybe all of us, would look for 

those individuals who have the greatest amount of clout. We would be interested in the well-

known and the respected and, especially, the rich. We would open our offices to those who 

could serve us and our cause. But what does Jesus do? Jesus thinks quite differently. In the 

story just before our passage we read of how Jesus puts down the Pharisees. The Pharisees, the 

local community big-shots, these are the guys we would really like to get on our side, but Jesus 

alienates them by his words. Then, in the story following our passage, Jesus is approached by a 

man interested in joining the Jesus movement. We learn from Luke and the other gospels three 

things about the man. First, he is young. Every movement needs sharp young men. Secondly, 

he was rich. Every movement needs people with some bucks. And if they are young and have 

money they are doubly valuable. Thirdly, this young rich man was a ruler. He was apparently a 

young, wealthy, up-and-coming political figure and every movement needs those who are 

politically influential. This guy had it all. He is the type that everybody would want on their 

side. But what did Jesus end up doing with him? He sent the man away. Incredible! But then 

sandwiched between Christ’s rejection of the Pharisee and the rich young ruler is this story of 

how Christ insisted on seeing a bunch of little kids. Kids! What good are kids? They can’t do 

anything for the kingdom of Jesus! Jesus was building a movement, how could kids help? Well 

they can’t. I feel this as a pastor. We have a ton of kids in our church. And do you know what? 

Those kids take up an awful lot of our church’s time and personnel and money and they give 

back very little – sort of. You can’t build an empire with children and if that is your goal you 

will ignore them. You will be too busy with the powerful to have time for kids. So, you can see 

here how reversed are the priorities of the kingdom of God. Jesus values the children, the poor, 

and the helpless. And that is due to the purpose of his mission. What was it that Jesus came to 

do? He said Matthew 20:28 The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give 

His life a ransom for many. He said He came looking not for what others could do for Him but 

what He could do for others and when that is your concern you are free to treat all men with an 

equal dignity. Jesus was looking for the needy not the significant. And what do we mean when 

we speak of someone being significant? Who lays claim to being significant in the eyes of 

God? Isaiah 40 says that to God the nations are like a drop in a bucket, they are like dust on the 

scales. Isaiah 40:17 All the nations are as nothing before Him, they are regarded by Him as less 



3 

 

than nothing and meaningless. God does not see people as significant or great or powerful; to 

him they are simply needy. And it seems that the more they realize that the more precious they 

are in the eyes of God.  

    Well, are your values like those of Christ? Or are they like those of the disciples who told the 

little kids to leave Jesus alone and to quit bugging their important Master? Can we put on the 

glasses of the Lord Jesus, and value children more? Sometimes I find myself getting more 

concerned about stupid little things than I am about our children. At events like our Vacation 

Bible School there are little kids running all over our building - and it makes me nervous. The 

things they might do to our carpet - our precious carpet that Jesus loves. The things they might 

do to our office - the precious office that Jesus loves. We gotta get rid of those kids! Or else 

change our values. Do you understand what I’m talking about? Some of you parents may even 

value your house more than your kids. Or maybe it’s your car or your career. Your precious 

house and precious car and precious career that Jesus loves. Am I getting thru? Our children are 

the only things we have that we can take to heaven with us. Can we value them not because 

they are powerful but because they really are precious to our Lord? Let us seek to absorb then 

these values of Jesus. 

     The second point to get from our passage is about the kingdom of God. Twice the kingdom 

is mentioned 16d-17 The kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 17Truly I say to you, 

whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at all. What does this 

tell us about the kingdom of God? It tells us that it is not an earthly political kingdom. It is a 

spiritual kingdom. It is the rule of God in the individual heart. It is something that a child can 

receive and many children do receive. Our passage also tells us that God’s kingdom is 

something that you enter and something that you receive, and the two really mean the same 

thing. When you receive Jesus as your King you have received the kingdom of God and by so 

doing you yourself enter in and become a part of the kingdom, a part of that sphere and that 

people among whom Christ is Lord. So, Jesus is able to say in 16 Permit the children to come 

to Me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. More literally 

it says, of such is the kingdom of God. Interesting statement. Partly because the Scriptures say 

so little about it there is a great deal of differing opinion as to the relationship of children to 

God’s kingdom. Some folks think that all children are saved unless or until they actively reject 

Christ. Others would insist that children are lost until they can and do receive Jesus. Both views 

leave much to be desired. The latter view does not consider that grace is possible even where 
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there is not evidence of an adult conversion. The former view seems to be based largely on 

sentiment and does not take seriously the Biblical doctrine of original sin. Neither view makes a 

distinction between children of believers and children of unbelievers, whereas the Bible seems 

to. I would prefer to see us maintain a healthy agnosticism than to adopt either of those 

positions. What it seems that we can glean from this passage is that the kingdom of God is not 

simply an adult community. It includes children. All children? I would doubt it. The Bible does 

not teach justification by youthfulness. But it does indicate that Jesus is interested in kids and 

desires that they be brought to him. Many of my Presbyterian brethren like to appeal to this 

passage as a proof text for infant baptism. I cannot say that I see infant baptism here, but I do 

see parents bringing their kids under the blessing of Jesus and that, it seems, would include for 

us the teaching of the word, and prayer and the sacrament of baptism as well. Is it wrong to 

baptize little babies? Jesus said 16d The kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 

On to our third point from the story which is the example of a child. Jesus is fond of 

pointing his disciples to examples which they should follow. In this chapter you have some 

very unlikely examples. The first is the widow who kept pleading for help from the judge. The 

second is the tax-collector who cries out for mercy to God. Now Jesus says to be like a child. 17 

Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at 

all.” Notice, first of all, that Jesus is not recommending being like a child in all respects. There 

are some things about children that you certainly don’t want to imitate. I saw a comic who was 

talking about kids and how they cry when they are hungry. He said, what if adults did that, can 

you imagine? We’d all be standing in a line at MacDonald’s going, “Boo hoo, I want a Big 

Mac, boo-hoo?” No, no, you don’t want to imitate children in every way. People have often 

abused this text by making that mistake. I have heard people say that they wanted to have a 

child-like faith and what they meant was that they wanted to remain ignorant of Biblical 

doctrine. They don’t want their lives encumbered by things like the deep truths of God’s word. 

That is not what Jesus has in mind. For every time the Scriptures say to be like a child it says 

three times for you to be mature and to grow up. But you see it means different things by those 

different admonitions. In I Corinthians 14:20 Do not be children in your thinking; yet in evil be 

infants, but in your thinking be mature. R.C. Sproul makes the distinction between being child-

like and being childish. The first you want to be the latter you must not be.  

    Precisely what then is Jesus calling for when he says we must enter the kingdom like 

children? I think He is saying that you must share three attributes with the child. First, you must 
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be free and what I mean by that is that you need to be unencumbered by other concerns. In 

Luke 8 you find the parable of the four soils. There was the plant that grew up in the thorny soil 

and eventually died. That plant represented those persons who hear the word but are choked 

with worries and riches and pleasures of this life. These are things which can choke the spiritual 

life right out of a man. Does a child have any of those problems? Uh-uh. A child is free from 

those worries. He doesn’t understand money enough to lust for it. A child has few 

entanglements, few spiritual obstacles. A rich man, and that is what we find in the next story, a 

rich man has the most. Jesus says it is hard for a wealthy person to enter the kingdom of God. 

But children own nothing. They are not encumbered by money or by the need to impress. That 

was the downfall of the Pharisee. He was so concerned about his reputation. Kids don’t worry 

about that. You see, when adults come face to face with Jesus they bring with them all this 

baggage from the world and it is very hard for them to part with it. Adults think they own lots 

of things but more often the things own lots of adults. We are not free. That is why one has said 

that it is easier and better to build boys than repair men. It is good to be free like a child. 

    The second thing that a child is which we also ought to be is trusting. Little children, before 

they approach adolescence tend to believe what you tell them. Adults are not so. If someone 

calls me on the phone and says, “Mr. Hanley you have been chosen as a winner of a wonderful 

four day cruise to the Bahamas.” I don’t right off believe them. We have a hard time believing 

that anybody intends to give us something. But if you called up my grandson Samuel and told 

him that he would have no problem believing it. He is more trusting than I am. He doesn’t 

always look for the fine print and that means he is better equipped to accept the message of 

God’s free gift. Jesus would have us be trusting like a child, at least with respect to Him.  

The third thing a child is that we should be is humble. This is most clearly what Luke and 

the Lord Jesus have in mind when they call us to child-likeness. In the verse preceding our 

passage, Jesus said Luke 18:14 Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who 

humbles himself will be exalted. Matthew 18:1-4 The disciples came to Jesus and said, “Who 

then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2And He called a child to Himself and set him 

before them, 3and said, “Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, 

you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever then humbles himself as this child, he is the 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” So children serve us as examples of humility. You do not 

find ostentation in children. You do not find money-pride or reputation-pride and most of all I 

think, you don’t find self-righteousness. The great error of both the Pharisee whose story 
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precedes our text and the rich young ruler whose story follows our text is self-righteousness. 

But children don’t have to battle with that. The child can’t say, I fast twice a week and tithe all 

my allowance. A child can’t say, I have kept the commandments from my youth. So, there is no 

pretense of self-achievement in which to trust. I remind you again that Jesus was talking about 

little children. Sadly, by the time a young person nears adolescence this humility usually 

disappears like baby fat. You who are teenagers here – stay with me for a second. Many of your 

peers will, in their early teens or even before, become snooty and aloof. They think they are 

growing up and becoming smart but I want you to know that in God’s book they are going 

backwards. As a child you know that you need others. That is something the humble man 

realizes as long as he lives. That what we have results from our receiving not our achieving. It’s 

about what we receive, not what we achieve. This is one of the primary distinctives of Christian 

faith. The point Jesus would have you hear is that unless you realize that, unless you become 

humble like a child you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.  

     Did you hear that? That should get your attention. When Jesus talks about something 

without which you cannot enter the kingdom you want to pay very close attention. This is 

crucial. What He says is that the highway to glory is entered by the gate of humiliation. What is 

it then that keeps people out? It is pride that keeps people out of the kingdom. Jesus said the 

way is narrow and the gate is small that leads to life. If you won’t humble yourself to kneel 

down before that gate the kingdom will never be yours. How many times do the Scriptures tells 

us that? Luke 18:14b He who humbles himself will be exalted. You can find the same thing 

about six times in the gospels alone. Over and over we hear these words. James, Peter, 

Proverbs. The message is stated plainly and it is presented to us in pictures, pictures of a 

humble tax-collector, a humble prodigal, a humble maid named Mary, and a humble child 

whom we are called to imitate. 17 Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of 

God like a child will not enter it at all. So I, as a servant of Jesus, invite you to lay aside the 

encumbrances, lay aside your skepticism, lay aside your pride and come to the Lord Jesus. The 

disciples aren’t around to stop you. You have free access thru prayer. So come to Jesus and His 

kingdom will be yours.  

 


