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Luke 18:1-8 6-16-19 
Persevering Prayer 

 

 18:1-8 Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and 

not to lose heart, 2saying, “In a certain city there was a judge who did not fear God and did not 

respect man. 3There was a widow in that city, and she kept coming to him, saying, ‘Give me legal 

protection from my opponent.’ 4For a while he was unwilling; but afterward he said to himself, 

‘Even though I do not fear God nor respect man, 5yet because this widow bothers me, I will give her 

legal protection, otherwise by continually coming she will wear me out.’” 6And the Lord said, “Hear 

what the unrighteous judge said; 7now, will not God bring about justice for His elect who cry to Him 

day and night, and will He delay long over them? 8I tell you that He will bring about justice for them 

quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?” My brother Brooke 

has been burdened for some time now by a close friend who has walked away from the church and 

dismissed his profession of faith in Jesus. How about you? Do you ever feel like you are ready to 

give up your life of faith? You have tried and tried to live like a believer but you constantly fail? 

Then Jesus is speaking to you. Have you ever grown utterly discouraged with the world in which we 

live so that you felt like giving up on trying to change it or anyone in it? Then Jesus is speaking to 

you. Do you feel like your prayers are accomplishing nothing at all? Then Jesus is speaking to you. 

It’s my guess that He is speaking to all of us in one sense or another because all of us at times get 

discouraged. And this passage is about discouragement and it is about prayer and it is about the link 

between the two.  

 As He often does Jesus tells a parable. Some call it the parable of the unjust judge; some call 

it the parable of the importunate or persistent widow. In either case the plot is simple and brief. You 

have a judge who is rotten, crooked, godless and totally selfish. You also have a widow who 

represents the helpless of society. She was one who really had no power to fight with her adversary. 

If she was to be protected it would have to be by the courts. But such a wicked judge as this would 

have no interest in helping a widow because what could she do for him? She could do nothing for 

him that would get him to act on her behalf but she could do something to him and that was to annoy 

him into action by her repeated visits and pleas. Verse 3 says she kept on coming to him asking for 

justice. Finally then the judge hears her case and rules in her favor because that became for him the 

course of least resistance and hassle. 4-5 For a while he was unwilling; but afterward he said to 

himself, ‘Even though I do not fear God nor respect man, 5yet because this widow bothers me, I will 
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give her legal protection, otherwise by continually coming she will wear me out. So, what is the 

meaning of the parable? Not all of our Lord’s parables are simple to interpret but this one is. The 

point of the parable is given in the first verse. The key hangs at the door. 1 Now He was telling them 

a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose heart. There Jesus tells us there 

is something we are not to do and something that we are to do. The thing to do is to pray at all times. 

The thing not to do is lose heart. So let’s look more closely at each of those admonitions. But we will 

go in reverse order.  

     Point #1 then is don’t lose heart. Now I think you know what it means to lose heart. You 

speak of someone who really has a lot of heart in his service to Christ. What you mean is that this 

person serves the Lord with an enthusiasm, a gladness and a spirit of diligence. Having heart is best 

seen in someone’s ability to extend great effort toward a task. Losing heart means your service 

becomes lifeless and mechanical and typically it results in quitting. The NIV translates it just that 

way. Jesus says, Don’t quit. Don’t give up. That is the point of the parable and I have to believe that 

Jesus offers this exhortation because He knows that we will be tempted to lose heart. Think about 

that. If Jesus expected our Christian lives to be like a walk in a park such an exhortation wouldn’t be 

needed. If He believed that all your prayers were answered immediately there would be no point in 

saying these things. There is an assumption here that you will be tempted to lose heart. You will pray 

and pray and see no results. You will feel defeated and weary. These things are not abnormal for the 

Christian. Sometimes you listen to the semi-sincere testimonies of certain Christians about how 

everything is coming up roses and you are prone to wonder. What is wrong with me? Why am I not 

walking on clouds like these other people? My Christianity seems such a struggle. I don’t feel like a 

soaring spiritual eagle; I feel like a plodding snail who isn’t quite sure he’s headed in the right 

direction. And I’m ready to throw in the towel. Jesus expected us to have those feelings and our 

gracious Lord gave us a word for such times. Really I think these words of Jesus have a vital 

connection with the passage preceding them. In the end of chapter 17 as we have seen, Jesus is 

speaking of the last days and He indicates in 17:22 that a time will come when the disciples will long 

to see the day of Christ’s coming and will not. I believe Jesus is warning them here as He does 

elsewhere that they will be persecuted. They will have to endure some very rough times when the 

church will cry out for Christ to come back to judge their enemies. And yet He will tarry. You had 

better know that when you see yourself and your Christian friends and your own family being beaten 

and thrown in prison for your faith there is a temptation to lose heart. You pray for deliverance. You 
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pray for relief and vindication and you see none of it. This has been the experience of millions of our 

brethren and still is in many quarters. The devil uses hard times to discourage you, to tempt you to 

quit.  

      Romans 8 is a chapter written for a persecuted church. In it, our God, through Paul, says to us 

many wonderful and encouraging things. Romans 8:31 What then shall we say to these things? If 

God is for us, who is against us? Nobody of any lasting note. 33-35 Who will bring a charge against 

God’s elect? God is the one who justifies; 34who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who 

died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35Who 

will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or peril, or sword? All that sounds so wonderful. But then we read this verse which takes 

our minds for a moment out of the heavenlies and puts us again in the real world. 36 Just as it is 

written, “For Your sake we are being put to death all day long; we were considered as sheep to be 

slaughtered.” This verse should be read with a groan 36b For Your sake we are being put to death 

all day long. Lord, it looks like we are being whooped. It looks like the world is winning! I feel that 

way plenty and I can’t help but think Paul did too. Everywhere he went he had opposition. He was 

hated by the Jews and hated by the Romans and hated by the Greeks and hated by the false brethren. 

He was mistreated much of the time. Certainly the devil was out to discourage Paul and yet he writes 

in the very next verse. 37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved 

us. I love that! This is like the coach who comes in at halftime with his team trailing 45-0 and he 

says, Cheer up boys we got ‘em right where we want ‘em. But with God it is true. So often you will 

have to say it by faith but still you can say it 37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer 

through Him who loved us. Praise God! And don’t quit.  

 The other main point of our passage is to keep on praying. The parable and the example of 

this persistent widow is meant to show us that at all times we ought to pray. The two things are seen 

as contrasts. Losing heart and being consistent in prayer are mutually incompatible. More than 

anything else I know prayer is the expression of faith and hope. On the other hand the expression of 

losing heart is prayerlessness. So the natural flip side of the exhortation not to lose heart is the 

exhortation to pray with consistency and to pray with perseverance. With perseverance. Ah, that is 

the need of the hour. If my guess is right that is the need in your own life. Certainly every Christian 

prays at some point or at various intervals. We get all charged up about prayer or some particular 

issue or some need in our lives and we pray. We may even pray with great fervency. The failure of 
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most Christians is not that they don’t pray but it is that they don’t pray with perseverance. I see this 

as the great need of our time. We are the microwave generation. We expect things to happen quickly 

and if they don’t we give up on them. We are those who want to go out and change the world and we 

are going to do it by next week. We forget that the victory belongs to the patient and the persevering.  

Charles Colson’s tells the story of William Wilberforce who set out to end the British slave trade. 

For over twenty years he kept going back to Parliament, kept printing his tracts, kept praying to God. 

He faced defeat after defeat after defeat but did not lose heart and finally the battle was won. I am 

impressed by that kind of perseverance and I am encouraged to dig in for the long haul with a 

determination to accomplish my goals that would keep me going no matter how long it took to see 

change. The Christian life is a marathon not a sprint. If you have ever tried to run long distances you 

know how, during the course of the run, there is this internal argument over whether or not to quit. 

When you are panting and weary and the finish line is not even in sight there is the temptation to quit 

that the sprinter knows nothing about. Jesus knows that will be there and His challenge is to keep on 

going. Specifically, it is to keep on praying. This connection of prayer with perseverance is made 

also by the apostle Paul in Ephesians 6:18 With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, 

and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints. That 

statement comes in the context of the spiritual warfare in which we are engaged and the picture you 

get is that we are in a constant, long term entrenched battle that will require constant and continual 

prayer. The challenges of praying like that are tremendous but so are the results. So are the results.  

 There was a woman in the fourth century whose name was Monica, who loved her Lord, and 

loved her son, and so prayed with fervency and consistency for her son to be saved. But her boy 

grew up to be everything she did not want him to be. He was a worldly intellectual who filled 

himself with the knowledge of the pagans and with the pleasures of men. But she kept praying. She 

approached a certain bishop of the church imploring him to speak with her son and persuade him of 

his error. When he refused she continued to beg of him to see her son, entreating him earnestly and 

weeping profusely as she did. Finally the bishop who was a little vexed by her persistence exclaimed, 

Go thy way and God bless thee for it is not possible that the son of these tears should perish. She 

prayed for that son not only with tears but with years until finally, not long before she died, her son 

whose name was Augustine, was gloriously converted and became one of the greatest church leaders 

of all time. Persistence, perseverance in our praying is the challenge of Jesus in our text. The take-

away is “don’t lose heart but at all times pray.”  
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     Beyond the simple challenge that we find in the story we also find an argument. We find two 

reasons given as to why we should pray with perseverance. The first reason is that God does hear us. 

And what is even greater is that God cares about us. In the parable Jesus tells, the woman is 

successful because her complaint made it into the ears of the unjust judge. He did not care about her 

but he did hear her cry and that was crucial for the outcome of her case. Obviously if she had thought 

the judge wasn’t even hearing her she would not have persisted in her pleas. And many people I 

think quit praying because they question whether or not they are getting through to God. One of the 

things my wife Beth does fairly regularly is write emails to our legislators. If you have ever done that 

you are aware that you typically receive back from the legislator’s office a form letter or form email 

responding to your communication. I am told by those who know that these letters make a difference 

but I often do wonder. If you have ever spoken to someone in a coma you know what that is like. 

You wonder if they can hear you or not. Once I called a friend named Louis on the phone and he 

answered, hello. I said, “Louis, this is Dan.” Again he said, “Hello, hello.” I said, “Louis this is 

Dan.” Louis then said, “Could you speak a little louder we must have a bad connection.” So I said, 

“Louis, this is Dan Hendley.” And then I hear, “Alright already you don’t have to yell I’m just an 

answering machine so please leave your message at the beep.” So now whenever I call Louis I 

wonder if I am really getting through; am I being heard. Is it Louis or is it Memorex? Well it is this 

concern that keeps many people from praying. They doubt whether they are really getting through. 

Jesus says you are. He promises that our Father in heaven hears our cries. Your prayers are getting 

through and they do make a difference. The petitions of the widow in our story made a difference 

didn’t they? I bet there were times when she was ready to give up on that judge. There were times 

when she felt she was wasting her time, when she felt that her pleas were having no affect at all. But 

they were. And the point of the parable is that if persistent pleas can move a wicked man to action 

how much more will they move God to action. God hears not with reluctant ears but compassionate 

ears. So you pray, and don’t let the devil convince you that you are wasting time. That is exactly 

what Satan wants you to believe. He says, “Your prayers are no use. God doesn’t hear. God doesn’t 

care.” And most people believe that lie and therefore do not pray. I was told of one pastor who was 

moaning and groaning over how his church was dead and the people were apathetic. Someone asked 

him if he was praying diligently about the problem and the pastor’s response was, “I’ve tried prayer.” 

The woman in our story could easily have gone around moaning about her problems saying, “I’ve 

tried prayer.” But she kept at it until she saw her goal. Too often we give up on prayer and we give 
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up on God when the problem is our impatience. Some of you are salesmen and perhaps you have 

learned in your work the value of perseverance. A customer says, not now and then not now and 

maybe not now. But then one day you call and the deal gets done. Some might have given up.  That 

is what we do with God. We pray and see no results so we quit. But God hasn’t said “NO.” Just “not 

now.” So many times God says to us, “not now” and instead of coming back to ask again and again 

we conclude that God is ignoring us. But He’s not. I once got a mailer from a county commissioner 

who was complaining about the other commissioners who voted against her on a particular issue. 

The commissioner wrote that she and so many others had pleaded with the commission but the 

commissioners simply ignored them. I have noticed how people who don’t get what they want often 

claim they have been ignored. Is it possible that your views were given due consideration and found 

wanting? That is not being ignored. When God responds to your prayers with a “not yet” that does 

not mean He is ignoring you. You are getting through so keep on knocking, seeking and asking. 

Now, as one practical point that I have been asked about many times, I do want to add that you may 

reach a point in your prayers over a particular matter where you determine to stop praying about it. 

That is fine. Paul, we read, prayed three times that God would remove his thorn in the flesh and then 

he stopped praying over that even though God had not done as he asked. Sometimes I would expect 

that would happen with you. There may be other situations that you pray about and for some reason 

the burden lifts. You no longer feel you should pray about it and that too is fine. What isn’t fine is 

discouragement. What isn’t fine is concluding God does not hear or care. Our Father in heaven does 

both.  

     Our next point which is the second reason given why you should pray and not lose heart is 

because God will act. 7-8a Will not God bring about justice for His elect who cry to Him day and 

night, and will He delay long over them? 8I tell you that He will bring about justice for them quickly. 

The question is asked 7a will not God bring about justice for His elect, and the answer is yes he 

certainly will. Now that term elect is not unusual in the New Testament. It is used often by Paul and 

twice by Jesus. It is a synonym for the believers, the faithful, but it is a synonym that highlights the 

fact that those who believe and are faithful are such because they are chosen by the Lord unto 

salvation. Jesus calls them the elect. But more importantly for us Jesus promises that God will act on 

behalf of his people. When and how he will act is also mentioned here. The when is implied by the 

question at the end of verse 8. The vindication of the people of God will come on the day of Christ’s 

coming again in glory. That day is clearly presented to us as a day of salvation for the elect and of 
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wrath upon the ungodly. II Thessalonians 1:6-8 It is only just for God to repay with affliction those 

who afflict you, 7and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will 

be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 8dealing out retribution to those who 

do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. Those who have 

mistreated you will catch it big time on the day of Christ’s wrath. Jesus will see to it that justice is 

done. Luke 18:8 I tell you that He will bring about justice for them quickly. That tells us that when 

Christ returns the judgment will take place immediately. I remind you that in II Peter we are told that 

with the Lord 1000 years is as one day. And he is not slow about his promise to return but is waiting 

patiently because of grace. But it says the day of the Lord will come. 

      It seems that the type of prayer which Jesus had in mind in all this was a prayer for justice, 

for vindication from an evil enemy. Jesus probably has in mind a time of persecution when the saints 

are crying out for deliverance from the hand of their enemies. Where there is persecution there is 

greater concern for justice right? We feel deeply the violation of our basic rights and it leads us to 

cry out day and night. Some of you may be bothered by the fact that believers are portrayed here as 

calling on the Lord to seek revenge on their behalf but that is a perfectly Scriptural thing to do. God 

says in Romans 12:19a Never take your own revenge. You don’t seek revenge for yourself. Uh-uh. 

But what you can do is call on God to be your avenger. 19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, 

but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the 

Lord. So when you are mistreated you just commit the matter to God. You don’t express your 

righteous anger by becoming a vigilante. You express it to God in prayer. You cry out to Jesus to 

come and make this messed up world right. And the promise of Romans 12 and of Luke 18 is that He 

will do just that. He hears you and He will act on your behalf. So don’t lose heart, just keep on 

praying.  

      Finally, we come in our text to that haunting last part of verse 8. 8b When the Son of Man 

comes, will He find faith on the earth? It sounds as if Jesus is saying that the religious scene won’t 

look real pretty when he comes back. I’m not sure if that is the point or not. What he does seem to be 

questioning is whether there will be this kind of faith that persists in prayer. There will certainly be 

believers on the earth when Christ returns. He will come and gather his elect from the ends of the 

earth but will we have this kind of faith that keeps on hoping and asking and trusting God? You can 

take this verse to be a bad omen for times ahead or you can take it like I do as a challenge from 

Jesus. My response and I hope yours is, “Lord Jesus, by your grace you will find faith in me. If no 
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one else Lord I am determined to hang in there until the end. I refuse to let the devil discourage me 

because I know you do hear my prayers and I know you will act. So you have promised. So I will 

stand on your promise until I see you face to face.” When you think like that expect that your flesh 

will fight you all the way. The devil will tempt you to quit, the world will tell you you are foolish. 

Can you remember the perspective of Jesus? Prayer links our impotence with God’s omnipotence. 

And wow! Mountains move. So I close with that word from James 5:16b The effective prayer of a 

righteous man can accomplish much. Because God hears and God will act. Seems we should close 

with prayer and as we do consider if there is something for which you have often prayed, which is 

near to your heart, and take it to the father in silent prayer before I lead us together.  

 

 


