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Matthew 6:33 6-9-19 

Kingdom Seekers 

 

 Some time ago I led a Sunday School class that looked at the lyrics of some of the most 

famous hymns of the church. I’ve always loved the hymns and the rich lessons contained in them. 

It was enjoyable to develop studies out of them. Today I sort of feel like I am doing the same thing 

with a chorus that was exceedingly popular when I was heading to college. And like many of our 

choruses this one comes directly from the words of Scripture. Matthew 6:33 was a verse before it 

was a song. We sang it in the King James but let’s read it as given in the NAS 33 But seek first His 

kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. Allelu, Alleluia. The 

background and context for that verse we have already seen in our Scripture reading this morning, 

so let’s dig right in and see how we can profit from this text. The main verb in our text is seek. We 

find here a call to be seekers, to be men and women on a quest. What exactly is a seeker? That term 

“seeker” has become very trendy in modern church circles. The greatest movement among 

evangelicals in the last decade or two has been toward what are called seeker model churches. 

These are churches that design their prime-time events and services to minister primarily to non-

believers whom they label “seekers.” Churches then become known as seeker-driven churches or 

seeker-sensitive or seeker-friendly. Check out this cartoon. – Do you seek here often? – 

 

 

 That cracks me up. A “seeker” in contemporary parlance is someone who has not yet made 

a commitment to Christ but is presumably open minded about the subject and willing to learn and 

may therefore come to church just to check it out.  

 But is that the way the term is used in Scripture? Is seeking the kingdom an exercise non-

Christians can do? My answer to that is a confident “No.” According to the Bible, the seeking of 

God is something that can only be done by someone who already knows God. The natural man, the 

one who has not been born again by the Spirit of God has not the slightest interest in seeking God. 

Romans 3:10 There is none righteous, not even one. There is none who understands. There is none 
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who seeks for God. Paul means that no one in himself has that desire. The desire for God is only 

wrought by the Holy Spirit when He invades a life. He gives that desire to seek Him. And since He 

gives it, He rewards it. Matthew 7:7 Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, 

and it will be opened to you. Does anybody ever seek God and not find God? No. If they did God 

would be lying. Sure there are those who say the words, and go thru the motions, but when the 

heart has been changed to seek the Lord, the relationship desired follows necessarily. Matthew 7:8 

everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 

Seekers are only seekers because they have once become finders who have discovered the amazing 

value and worth of what God has shown them in Himself and want more. Tozer writes, “to have 

found God and still to pursue Him is the soul’s paradox of love.” Some of us love the hymn that 

says “We taste Thee O Thou living Bread and long to feast upon thee still. We drink of thee the 

fountainhead and thirst our souls from thee to fill.” When you are hungry do you crave foods 

you’ve never eaten? No - you want that which has satisfied your appetite and thrilled your taste 

buds before. Who among us wakes up craving coffee in the morning? Is it the ones who have never 

had it? No. It is the ones who have tasted and found it good and so continue to seek for more. I like 

my coffee now, but until I was well beyond fifty I had never consumed coffee and never developed 

a taste for it. It is not a natural craving. Neither is the kingdom of God. You must acquire a taste 

thru partaking - what is true of coffee is true of the kingdom.  

 So, the call to seek first the kingdom is directed at whom? At us - believers in Christ. We, 

Christians, are the Seekers. We aren’t a Secret society, but we are a seeker society. As a church, we 

have a seeker service every week. Our services are for those who are seeking the kingdom of God. 

We welcome the curious unbeliever as well, but we want to agree with Scripture that real seekers 

are those whom God has already sought out and made His own, who have a taste of the good things 

of the Lord and are hungry for more. One has prayed it well: “You touched my life and afterwards I 

knew, you moved my heart to seek You, seeking me.”  

 So, that was the call to the quest - now let’s look at the object of our quest, what exactly we 

are to seek after. That’s simple to read Seek first the God’s kingdom and God’s righteousness. What 

is this kingdom of God? The kingdom of God is that realm in which God or His Son is recognized, 

honored and obeyed as Lord. The Lord’s Prayer explains it for us. We pray “thy Kingdom come” 

then clarify what we mean in the next phrase - “thy will be done.” The most helpful passage for me 

in focusing my thinking about the kingdom of God and making that prayer and our text practical in 
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my life is Romans 14:17a The kingdom of God is not eating and drinking. Jesus contrasts the 

kingdom with eating and dressing, Paul contrasts it with eating and drinking. In both cases he is 

saying that this pursuit puts us at odds with the world and its typical practices. Romans 14:17 The 

kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

In Matthew 6:33 righteousness is the parallel concept to the kingdom and here we see it again. To 

seek the kingdom of God is to seek His righteousness, is to seek His will. Now, the New Testament 

teaches two kinds of righteousness: imputed righteousness and imparted righteousness, the 

righteousness that becomes ours by our identification with Christ and the righteousness that 

gradually grows up in our hearts. Imputed righteousness we are given at the point of faith in Christ. 

It is ours in full measure when we believe, we call it justification. But then the Lord begins that 

process of renewing us after the image of His Son. We are made more and more righteous in our 

thinking and feeling and acting. That is what Jesus has in view in our text. That is what Paul refers 

to in Romans. The first and foundational mark of the kingdom of God is righteousness.  

 But then Paul goes on to say that the kingdom is righteousness, then peace. Where God’s 

will is honored, His peace is given, and then, before you know it, His joy has come. There’s a peace 

that floods my soul when the Spirit of the Lord is in control. There’s a joy no bounds can hold, 

when the Spirit blows a fresh wind through my soul. Righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy 

Spirit - that is what the kingdom of God is all about. That is what we are to seek; and Jesus 

contrasts seeking that with seeking food, and clothes and financial security. There is something 

better than those things. There is something more suited to bring happiness and delight. Paul said 

that so much better is the kingdom of God than the things of this world that the world’s finest is 

like rubbish in comparison to knowing Christ. You young people that have been under my 

preaching, some of you for a decade, have heard me say that many times. I will say it until they lay 

me in the grave in hopes that more and more will come to realize the truth. As a young man, I 

accepted Christ as my Savior and Lord. He was always #1, but athletic achievement ran a very 

close second for me - way too close. There were many days I spent dreaming about being the next 

Pete Maravich. Pete, like so many famous, rich people found what he had terribly unsatisfying. He 

turned to drugs and eastern mysticism and found no peace until he met Jesus. He learned that the 

kingdom of God is where it’s at. Solomon learned the same thing. In Ecclesiastes Solomon tells of 

seeking happiness in great learning, and in plenteous wealth, and in many women. All he found in 

those was vanity and at the end of that book he concludes this Ecclesiastes 12:13 The conclusion, 
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when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His commandments, because this applies to every 

person. What counts he says is the kingdom of God.  

  Malcolm Muggeridge was a man who traveled the world as a renowned journalist, and 

came to Christ at the age of 70. 70! Clearly it’s not too late for you. Listen to something he wrote:  

I may, I suppose, regard myself as a relatively successful man. People occasionally stare at me in 

the streets – that’s fame. I can fairly easily earn enough to qualify for admission to the higher 

slopes of the Internal Revenue – that’s success. Furnished with money, and a little fame, even the 

elderly, if they care to, may partake of trendy diversions – that’s pleasure. It might happen once in 

a while that something I said or wrote was sufficiently heeded for me to persuade myself that it 

represented a serious impact on our time – that’s fulfillment. Yet, I say to you – and beg you to 

believe me – multiply these tiny triumphs by a million, add them all together, and they are nothing 

– less than nothing, a positive impediment – measured against one draught of that living water 

Christ offers to the spiritually thirsty. The understanding heart realizes that when Christ says to 

seek first the kingdom it is a call not away from self-fulfillment but instead to the only real 

fulfillment that there is.        

 Our third point is the promise of the quest. Matthew 6:33 But seek first His kingdom and 

His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. These things will be added. These 

things. What does he have in mind there? Well, precisely the kinds of things he said the Gentiles 

seek such as food and money. The promise is that if you seek God’s kingdom, not your own, that 

He will take care of you. You mind God’s business and God will mind yours. I’m reminded of the 

widow of Zarephath in I Kings 17. In the midst of a drought she finds herself destitute. She has 

only enough flour and oil left to make one little cake when the prophet Elijah comes to her and 

says, “Bake me a cake.” She says, “Sir, I was going to use all I had to bake a cake for me and my 

son. We were going to eat that and then wait to die for we have no more.” Elijah said, “Trust me 

and bake me a cake first.” So, she did. Miraculously, she would take her last bit of flour and oil and 

give it to the man of God but when she went back to wash the bowl there was always more there 

for her and her son. That’s the idea - seek first the kingdom and God provides. The book, The 

Testament, by John Grisham is a fascinating story of a multibillionaire who dies, leaving behind 

eight kids and 11 billion dollars. Seven of the kids were hopeless money-lovers, the eighth was a 

missionary who lived in the jungle to spread the gospel of Christ. Guess who gets the father’s 

treasure? No, the Lord doesn’t say that if you seek His kingdom you will be a billionaire, you will 
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be like Solomon, but he does say He will take care of you. So, trust your Father! Prove to Him your 

faith! Hebrews 11:6 Without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must 

believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. The devil takes his stand and 

says, “God is lying. I’m the one who rewards.” In every moral choice we declare whom we believe 

is telling the truth. 

 Alright, we have seen the call to the quest, the object of the quest, and the promise of the 

quest, now let’s look at the priority for the quest. What place in your life is this seeking of the 

kingdom to have? Jesus makes it clear enough here and elsewhere that He and His kingdom have to 

be #1. Seek first. I ask you young people today - I ask all of us - what is it that God wants you to go 

after in your life? What is His will for you? You don’t have to guess at it. God gives us the biggest 

thing right here. Some of you, on your list of priorities will have things like: getting a college 

degree, finding a spouse, preparing for retirement. Down the line our lists will differ, but if we are 

Christians, the top of the list is going to look the same isn’t it? Right there on top we have the 

kingdom and righteousness of God. Jesus in Matthew 6 contrasts seeking these with seeking after 

food and clothing. We all are interested in what we will eat and what we will wear. We ought to 

plan for those things, but we must remember that they aren’t the priority. It’s okay to plan for a 

spouse, plan for a career, plan for an education, plan for a home, but all of that must take a Matthew 

6 backseat. Elizabeth Elliot said in an address to the student body at Wheaton College that the big 

three decisions in life are: where we live, who we live with and what we live for. And one of those 

takes priority - which one? The issue of major purpose - what are you living for? Your kingdom? 

Your pleasure? Or God’s kingdom, God’s pleasure? Elliot, wrote in her wonderful book, Shadow of 

the Almighty, about the commitments of her first husband while he was in school. She says, “Jim 

had gained a reputation as a woman-hater because he felt it wisest to exclude from his activities 

anything which had the power to distract him from the pursuit of God’s will.” Jim Elliot was a man 

who wanted nothing to rival his devotion to Christ. He was determined to seek first the kingdom.  

 Now, in putting Christ’s kingdom first in your life, what happens to everything else? It 

slides down the line of priorities and you almost certainly therefore will appear to care less about 

them - things like clothes, and money and food and career. Thomas Chalmers, the great puritan 

preacher, spoke of the expulsive power of a new affection. He means that when we fall in love with 

Christ, the things of earth become strangely dim and their hold on us falls away. And it doesn’t 

happen because our assessment of their value is lessened but because we have found something so 
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much more wonderful. Jim Elliot’s journal says, “To that soul which has tasted of Christ, the jaunty 

laugh, the tempting music of mingled voices, the haunting appeal of smiling eyes - all these lack 

flavor. And I would drink deeply of Him.” In his comments on Matthew 6 Alexander Maclaren 

wisely says, “You must fill the heart with supreme and transcendent desire after the one supreme 

object; and then there will be no room and leisure left for the anxious care after the lesser.” Worry 

goes, anxiety goes, wasted hours go - when we make God’s priority our priority and seek first and 

preeminently the kingdom of God.  

 What do you think that kind of life will look like? Huh? How could you possibly tell, 

without a heart-scope, whether someone is seeking first the kingdom? Answer me this - how can 

you tell that someone is a seeking scholar, or a seeking athlete, or a seeking businessman? What do 

these folks do? Easy – don’t they devote as much time and energy and sacrifice as they can to their 

chief aim? Every student, you see, wants As. But for some it’s priority #1, for others its #14 or so. 

And that makes all the difference doesn’t it? Someone’s project manager at work once commented 

that this project is so important that we can’t let anything more important get in the way. I can’t say 

that to you, because there is nothing more important than this pursuit our Lord sets before us. Make 

sure your life fits this text. An expert on time management was speaking to a group of business 

executives and he used a visual aid to drive home his point. He pulled out a one gallon, wide-

mouthed Mason jar and set it down in front of him. Then he produced about a dozen fist sized rocks 

and carefully placed them, one at a time, into the jar. When the jar was filled to the top he asked, 

“Is this jar full?” Everyone said, “Yes,” Then he reached under the table and pulled out a bucket of 

gravel, dumped some gravel in and shook the jar causing pieces of gravel to work themselves into 

the spaces between the big rocks. Then he asked “Is the jar full?” Catching on, the class said, 

“probably not.” The teacher reached under the table again and brought out a bucket of sand, 

dumping sand in around all the spaces left between the rocks and the gravel. Once more he asked, 

“Is this jar full?” “No,” the class shouted. Now the teacher grabbed a pitcher of water and began to 

pour it in until the jar was filled to the brim. Then he looked at the class and asked, “What’s the 

point?” Someone said, “The point is that no matter how full your schedule is, you can always fit in 

more.” The speaker said, “No, that’s not the point. The truth this illustration teaches is that if you 

don’t put the big rocks in first, you’ll never get them in at all.” What are the big rocks in your life - 

those top priorities? For believers it has to be the kingdom of God, and we can’t just squeeze that in 

to an already full life. We have to begin there. Everything else must take a back seat so that we can 
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seek first, seek first, seek first the kingdom and righteousness of God. It’s time to commit yourself 

to doing just that. 


