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The Life of Solomon, Part 7 5-26-19 

The Way of Disobedience 

 

 As you may recall we are engaged in these Sundays in a study of the life of Solomon, the 

son of David and the king of Israel. Last Lord’s say we began to look at the great sin of Solomon, 

focusing on his mistakes of marriage. Today we look again at his failures from a little different 

angle. We begin in I Kings 2 where David is about to die and he offers to Solomon his last words of 

fatherly advice. 2-4 I am going the way of all the earth. Be strong, therefore, and show yourself a 

man. 3Keep the charge of the Lord your God, to walk in His ways, to keep His statutes, His 

commandments, His ordinances, and His testimonies, according to what is written in the Law of 

Moses, that you may succeed in all that you do and wherever you turn, 4so that the Lord may carry 

out His promise which He spoke concerning me, saying, 'If your sons are careful of their way, to 

walk before Me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul, you shall not lack a man on the 

throne of Israel.' That last verse means that the family of David will continue to reign over Israel - 

as long as the children of David walk in the ways of God. Now chapter 9, God appears to Solomon 

at Gibeon and says 4-7 As for you, if you will walk before Me as your father David walked, in 

integrity of heart and uprightness, doing according to all that I have commanded you and will keep 

My statutes and My ordinances, 5then I will establish the throne of your kingdom over Israel 

forever, just as I promised to your father David, saying, 'You shall not lack a man on the throne of 

Israel.'  6But if you or your sons indeed turn away from following Me, and do not keep My 

commandments and My statutes which I have set before you, and go and serve other gods and 

worship them, 7then I will cut off Israel from the land which I have given them, and the house which 

I have consecrated for My name, I will cast out of My sight. So Israel will become a proverb and a 

byword among all peoples. Again, God promises that if Solomon and his sons walk in the ways of 

God they will continue to prosper, they will continue their dynasty. But there is also a severe 

warning against disobedience and especially against the sin of idolatry, the serving of other gods. 

God says that if the kings do that he will bring judgment on the nation of Israel. That warning 

forms the background for our text today which again is I Kings 11:1-13  
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 Now King Solomon loved many foreign women along with the daughter of Pharaoh: 

 Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, 2from the nations concerning 

 which the Lord had said to the sons of Israel, "You shall not associate with them, nor shall 

 they associate with you, for they will surely turn your heart away after their gods." Solomon 

 held fast to these in love. 3He had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred 

 concubines, and his wives turned his heart away 4For when Solomon was old, his wives 

 turned his heart away after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted to the Lord his 

 God, as the heart of David his father had been. 5For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the 

 goddess of the Sidonians and after Milcom the detestable idol of the Ammonites. 6Solomon 

 did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, and did not follow the Lord fully, as David his 

 father had done. 7Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the detestable idol of 

 Moab, on the mountain which is east of Jerusalem, and for Molech the detestable idol of the 

 sons of Ammon. 8Thus also he did for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and 

 sacrificed to their gods. 9Now the Lord was angry with Solomon because his heart was 

 turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice, 10and had 

 commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods; but he did 

 not observe what the Lord had commanded. 11So the Lord said to Solomon, "Because you 

 have done this, and you have not kept My covenant and My statutes, which I have 

 commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom from you, and will give it to your servant. 

 12"Nevertheless I will not do it in your days for the sake of your father David, but I will tear 

 it out of the hand of your son. 13"However, I will not tear away all the kingdom, but I will 

 give one tribe to your son for the sake of My servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem 

 which I have chosen." 

 

    Let's take a look first today at what followed Solomon's sin. And what followed was exactly 

what God promised would follow, namely his wrath, his judgment on the nation and the removal of 

David's descendants from their reign over all Israel. 9a Now the Lord was angry with Solomon 

because his heart was turned away from the Lord. I want to make sure everybody heard that. 9a 

Now the Lord was angry with Solomon because his heart was turned away from the Lord. Here is a 

tough question to think about - does God get angry? Certainly God's anger is different, is higher, is 

purer than human anger but He certainly does get angry over sin, and he gets angry with his own 
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spiritual children when they sin, especially when they sin in such a bold, defiant way as Solomon 

did. There is no need to question this. The Bible says repeatedly that God gets angry. The 

incarnation of God, Jesus Christ, also got angry. God may be a patient God but that patience does 

have limits. You openly violate clear commands of the Lord, sinning against Him and against 

conscience without contrition or repentance and I can assure you of this: God is angry with you. 

And, of all the persons you don't want to anger, God is first on the list. We sing a hymn that says, 

"Ponder anew, what the Almighty can do, if with his love he befriend thee." You may also want to 

ponder anew what the Almighty can do if in His wrath He judges thee. The whole idea spoken of so 

often in Scripture of fearing God - it means you strive to avoid his displeasure because you know 

what that means. Let's look at what it meant for Solomon. 11-12 So the Lord said to Solomon, 

Because you have done this, and you have not kept My covenant and My statutes, which I have 

commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom from you, and will give it to your servant. 

12Nevertheless I will not do it in your days for the sake of your father David, but I will tear it out of 

the hand of your son. God speaks here of what would occur soon after Solomon's death when ten of 

the twelve tribes of Israel rebelled against the rule of Solomon's son, Rehoboam, and established 

their own separate nation. There was a permanent rending of the sons of Jacob. There followed 

civil wars and years and years of strife between the northern kingdom and the southern kingdom. 

The political analysts would all have their reasons but God says it happened because He was angry 

over Solomon's sin, over his idolatry. We must add that, as great as the consequences were for what 

Solomon did, in his wrath God did remember mercy. He says in verse 12 that for David's sake, 

because of God's love for David He would delay the judgment so that it would not occur in 

Solomon's life. Secondly, God's mercy tempered His wrath so that a remnant of Israel would be left 

under the control of David's sons. Judah and Benjamin stayed loyal to David and formed the 

southern kingdom which came to be known as Judah. In both matters God says he tempered his 

judgments for the sake of whom? David. Now that's interesting isn't it? Solomon and his sons were 

both shown mercy because of who Solomon's father was. Right? What does that tell you? It tells 

me that who your daddy is does make a difference. If you read the Old Testament you know that 

many times God promises blessing to individuals and their children after them. Psalm 103:17-18 

But the lovingkindness of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him, and 

His righteousness to children's children. 18To those who keep His covenant and remember His 

precepts to do them. God says that if you walk in his way he will have extra favor on your kids. 
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And the opposite is true. God says that if you disobey your children will suffer for it. Exodus 34:7 

He who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He 

will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on 

the grandchildren to the third and fourth generations. Solomon's son Rehoboam got it from both 

directions. He was blessed for the sake of his granddad and cursed because of his father. So, you 

want to seriously ask yourself what kind of heritage you are leaving your children. If you love your 

kids let that love lead you to holiness of life. Because how you live will make a tremendous 

difference in their lives. And even though you may be a Christian your lifestyle may be cursing 

your descendants. I had a Christian professor in college who had a saying I thought was interesting 

and have come to understand over the years. He spoke often of Christian people whom he said, 

wouldn't have any spiritual grandchildren. And what he meant was that Christians living a 

compromised life may very well be real believers but that they would have no positive influence on 

others, including their own family. Are you that kind of person? Your faith may be genuine enough 

but you have made so many bad decisions, you have compromised your convictions and settled for 

a paltry Christianity so that your faith holds no attraction to your friends or your family. Won't you 

repent before it’s too late? Won't you love your kids enough to show them what genuine, full- 

bodied Christianity is all about? How you live will make a difference for you children many years 

from now. 

    There is another expression of God's anger that we want to notice from the word. We have 

seen what God says he will do in the future, when Solomon is gone, but let’s see as well that 

Solomon's sin lead to not only the future division of the kingdom but to some present tense distress 

for Solomon and his nation. It is mentioned in the very next verse I Kings 11:14 Then the Lord 

raised up an adversary to Solomon, Hadad the Edomite. And look at another verse I Kings 11:23 

God also raised up another adversary to him, Rezon the son of Eliada. In Solomon's once peaceful 

kingdom two adversaries emerged: Hadad and Rezon. But the text doesn't say they emerged does 

it? It says God raised them up. Again I ask, does God do that kind of thing? You see that He does. 

When Solomon disobeyed God supplied him with a couple of really neat enemies. Hadad and 

Rezon were former enemies of David who had been in hiding. Hadad had fled from David to Egypt 

where he had gotten in good with Pharoah. Solomon probably had never heard of him, but when 

the king bows down to idols God calls Hadad from Egypt like one would call his dog on an 

attacker. God points Hadad to Solomon and says, "Sic him." Rezon was much like Hadad. He had a 
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marauding band that had been chased by David into Damascus where Rezon lived for many years 

until Solomon bowed to an idol and God points Rezon to Solomon and says, "Sic him." I like what 

Chuck Swindoll says about this (“Stress Fractures”, p. 85) When we have the audacity to defy the 

living God, when we walk against His holiness and resist His authority, He has ways of calling all 

kinds of dogs from any number of alleys. We don’t even know they’re there, then boom! He brings 

them in. There is one more fellow we need to meet. I Kings 11:26 Then Jeroboam, the son of 

Nebat, an Ephraimite of Zeredah, Solomon’s servant, whose mother’s name was Zeruah, a widow, 

also rebelled against the king. Jeroboam was a gifted man who had advanced quickly as one of 

Solomon's key leaders. He was a born leader who was of great usefulness to Solomon, but when 

Solomon bowed down to idols God said to Jeroboam. "Sic him." And Jeroboam became Solomon's 

political enemy and eventually became the first king of the northern kingdom which rebelled 

against Solomon's son. So, Solomon who had known nothing but good from the Lord, who had 

enjoyed years of peace in Jerusalem now was faced with three snarling dogs in Hadad, Rezon and 

Jeroboam. There is a Proverb that aptly describes Solomon's woes. Proverbs 13:15b The way of the 

treacherous is hard. The way of sin and compromise often looks like the way of ease but it turns 

out to make the road very, very rough. The judgments of God on Solomon's disobedience included 

future punishments and present distress.  

     So then, we have seen the judgments which are traced back to Solomon's idolatry, an 

idolatry which chapter 11 traces back to his mistakes of marrying idol-worshipping foreign women. 

For the next few minutes I would like to trace this sad tale back a little further. I want us to think 

about why Solomon would do what he did, why Solomon, who certainly knew better, would 

entangle himself with pagan women and then defile himself with idols. I want us to look at the 

context and background of Solomon's disobedience.  

    First, please notice with me that Solomon's sin came in the context of his prosperity. The 

previous chapters in I Kings speak of nothing but good things for Solomon and Israel. The nation 

was at peace; they were prospering; they were respected. Things were going so well - maybe too    

well. Someone said all sunshine makes a desert. Solomon's soul was drying up. Maybe Solomon 

was lulled to sleep by it all. The trials of life are often useful just to keep us alert and on our toes. 

Then there is the corrupting influence of riches and power. There is nothing wrong with either of 

these but if you think you can handle them without extreme caution you are kidding yourself. If you 

have power and influence - watch out. It is so easy for that to go to your head. If you have money to 
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burn - watch out. You know the words of Jesus about it being hard for a rich man to enter the 

kingdom of heaven. Material wealth can keep us from feeling our spiritual poverty. Your riches 

enable you to keep your body so stimulated that you can never feel the emptiness in your soul. 

Proverbs 30 which is a chapter written by Agur includes an interesting request of God. Proverbs 30: 

8-9 Keep deception and lies far from me, give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food 

that is my portion, 9that I not be full and deny You and say, "Who is the Lord?" Or that I not be in 

want and steal, and profane the name of my God. Agur wanted to be middle-class, upper middle 

class maybe but he saw the dangers of money. Do you see them? Do you care? Tevye, the father in 

the Fiddler on the Roof, sings this neat little song called, "If I Were a Rich Man."  Remember that? 

In the play he says to God, "Lord, I read that riches are a curse. Curse me Lord, I deserve it." 

Maybe you can relate to that. But look at Solomon's life and fear what riches can do. And if you 

have power or money, which most of us do, seek the Lord with trembling for how you use it.  

    Secondly, we see that Solomon's sin came in the context of personal greatness. Solomon 

was more than just another rich guy. He was king, and not just any king. He was the greatest and 

most famous king of his day. Nobody in here has what Solomon had but many of you have it in 

some measure. You are successful; you are admired; you are a leader. I have seen over the last few 

years a nasty pattern that develops in the thinking of successful leaders and I have watched the 

temptations to it spring up in my own thoughts. It is a temptation to think that my position or my 

greatness or my great personal sacrifice entitles me to unusual privilege. Leadership and power and 

prestige do have their perks. The rewards of leadership are plenty, but oftentimes the leader 

becomes addicted to those perks and begins to think they are his rights. I remember reading several 

years ago about Winston Churchill who chewed out one of his servants for a certain bad habit; and 

the servant retaliated by accusing Mr. Churchill of the same thing. Churchill's response was, "Yes, 

that's true but I can do that because I am a great man, and don't you forget it." Then we read of 

Martin Luther King Jr., a great leader, a man who sacrificed much but who was known for being a 

womanizer. His own wife excused him for this by saying "he was under a lot of pressure." There 

are privileges of leadership to be sure but the leader must be careful how he uses these and he must 

always remember to focus on the responsibilities of leadership, not the perks. There is a real 

temptation to abuse power but in God's eyes a man's position or greatness does not justify his sin 

but actually aggravates it because his prominence makes his sin more influential, more damaging. 
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    Thirdly, we see that Solomon's sin came in the context of spiritual privilege. Solomon was a 

covenant child with a father who was not perfect but who had a heart sensitive to God's spirit. He 

was taught the ways of God from the days of youth. He was warned and instructed by his father.    

Furthermore, when Solomon became king, what did God do for him? He appeared to Solomon to 

give him instruction, not once but twice. That is why verse 9 said 9 Now the Lord was angry with 

Solomon because his heart was turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to 

him twice. You would think that these heavenly visitations would be sufficient wouldn't you? You 

would think that the promises of God for obedience would be sufficient. But you would be wrong. 

Human nature is not changed by visions and is not constrained to do right by the privileges 

bestowed. We sin against knowledge; and we sin in the face of tremendous privilege. Such    

privilege as Solomon experienced does not insulate us from moral failure, but it does aggravate that 

failure when it occurs. Take that to heart, dear friend, because odds are you are a person of great 

spiritual privilege yourself. Many of you grew up or are growing up in homes where the Bible is    

known and taught and loved. Don't despise that by choosing the way of sin. You do and God will 

not be pleased. All of you who come to this place to worship are people of spiritual privilege 

because you have God's written word, and Christian books and Christian radio and pastors who 

teach you the truth and even plead with you to follow hard after God. Many there are who have no 

such privilege. Do not waste what God has given you but live avail yourself of these spiritual 

privileges. 

   Fourthly, we see that Solomon's sin came in the context of age and experience. Solomon 

was young when he became king but not when he grew far from God. I Kings 11:4 When Solomon 

was old, his wives turned his heart away after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted to 

the Lord his God. When he was old. There are no age restrictions on defiance and disobedience. It 

can happen with teenagers and it can happen with keenagers. Older people have clever names for 

this kind of defiance. We may call it "mid-life crisis." Maybe that is what Solomon was going 

through. I guess if God had understood that He wouldn't have been so hard on Solomon huh? What 

happened to Solomon as he got older? Well, his riches probably made him soft - soft of body, soft 

of soul. He grew more tolerant over the years didn't he? This seems to be a common thing. As you 

grow older you are less interested in fighting, less combative. That can be good to a point I suppose 

but it also means you are less willing to take unpopular stands. Solomon's wives probably bugged 

him about a place to worship their gods for years and finally they wore him down and he relented. 
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He grew weary of his convictions. He became rather broad-minded, and gradually grew to see that 

all religions must have some good in them, all religions are okay as long as you are sincere. 

Solomon grew more tolerant but God remained his old narrow-minded self and grew angry with the 

king. Solomon grew older but not wiser. He got older but not better and he ended his life poorly. 

The Bible says his heart was turned away from God. Do you want that to be your story? For so 

many it is just like this. You were filled with zeal for the Lord earlier in life but you have started 

cooling off and now - well, now you are sort of spiritually retired. Now all will finish well. Brother 

or Sister, how will the final chapter of your story end? 

    Next please see that Solomon's sin came in the context of clear warnings. There were the 

warnings we saw at the beginning today - warnings from his father and from God himself to be true 

to the Lord and stay away from false gods. There were the warnings of Scripture we saw last time, 

so many that said he must not marry foreign, unbelieving women lest they lead him astray. 

Repeatedly and emphatically God had warned his people about these things. The road signs were 

clear but Solomon still went the wrong way. You know, I sympathize with older men and women 

who smoke cigarettes. When my dad started smoking there were very few voices warning him 

against it. It was the normal American thing to do and he did it. He got hooked like some of you 

have been hooked and it’s hard to stop isn't it? But honestly I have less sympathy with fifty year 

olds who smoke. When we grew up everyone was told "cigarettes will kill you." We banned their 

ads on TV. We put warning labels right on the package and we hung posters up at school telling 

you not to smoke. It takes some real defiance to start smoking nowadays. But people still do it don't 

they? There are certainly things far worse than that, but do you see how wretched, how stupid, how 

ugly the human heart can be? Never read about the sins of others with a smug spirit. I know that my 

heart is every bit as prone to wander as Solomon's. God has placed warnings before me and you 

that we have ignored. And when we do we are without excuse and we can hardly expect mercy 

from a God who went out of his way to stop us. The greater the warning, the worse the defiance. 

Imagine that you are a parent of a two year old. You are visiting Aunt Polly's and there on the 

coffee table is a bowl of chocolate kisses. Your two year old starts for them and you say, "No." 

That should be enough but you can go beyond that and say, "No, I will spank you." You remind of 

the consequences, but you could go beyond that and hold up that spatula while you issue the 

warning. That has an audio-visual impact that is greater than mere words. Most kids will stop when 

they see the sign of discipline but some go right on don't they? Some kids are pretty foolish. Now 
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look at how Solomon did the same thing. God said to him, "No, stay away from idols, and foreign 

women." God also details the punishment, reminding him of the consequences. Solomon was pretty 

foolish to go against that. You would be even more foolish than Solomon to do the same. 

Solomon's story is like God holding up the spatula. He invites you to see this, to fear and to obey. 

        Finally, and sixthly, we see that Solomon sinned in the context of overconfidence. You have 

to wonder how he could listen to what he heard and read what he read and still do what he did. God 

said so often that if you marry pagan women they will lead you to idolatry. Solomon knew God 

said that. What do you think he thought about that? I believe he thought - not me. I'm too 

committed to religious purity. I would never support idols. Do you see the overconfidence? You 

ask, "Solomon, don't you believe God?"  Solomon says, "Sure, but it won't happen to me." 

Overconfidence has its roots in unbelief. You believe in yourself more than in the warnings of  

God. And your faith is misplaced. Understand this, nobody ever set out to become an addict. 

Nobody chooses that for a career. You get there gradually thru many bad choices. Solomon didn't 

just decide one day to be an idolater. He simply chose to entertain the thought of marrying an 

Egyptian princess, and that thought led to that deed and that deed led to other thoughts and to other 

marital mistakes and to more compromise and finally to his approval of idolatry. But Solomon 

thought years before, "Not me!" We overrate ourselves." Recently I read of studies which showed 

how true that is. When asked about their ability to get along 100% put themselves in the top half of 

the population. When asked about leadership ability 98% saw themselves as better than average. 

And when asked about athletic ability 94% of men, who should know better, judged themselves 

better than average. My hunch is that this overconfidence is even greater in the moral arena. In the 

comic strip Calvin and Hobbes one Sunday years ago, Calvin says to his pet tiger "Do you believe 

in the devil? You know, a supremely evil being dedicated to the temptation, corruption and 

destruction of man?” Hobbes says, "I'm not sure man needs the help." From the mouths of tigers. 

We don't need help but we get it - from Satan, from our world. We are crazy to be overconfident 

about our moral purity. Will you admit that you, even you, are prone to wander, prone to leave the 

God you love? Will you listen when God says not to toy with sin, not to flirt with temptation, but 

instead to flee from it? I Timothy 6:11 Flee from these things you man of God and pursue 

righteousness, godliness, faith, perseverance and gentleness. The one who flees is afraid, not afraid 

of the devil, but afraid of sin. When you flee sin you engage the tempter. Pursue righteousness and 

Satan will block your path. Resist him and he will flee from you. Solomon and his nation fell 
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because of spiritual cockiness that led to disobedience. If we learn well what his story teaches, we 

will listen to God's warnings, fear his anger, and carefully guard our hearts lest we too be turned 

away from the One who is Life.  

 


