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The Life of Solomon, Part 4 4-28-19 

The Prayer of Dedication 

 To set the stage for our reading this morning I remind you of what we looked at two 

Sundays back. Solomon had fulfilled his prophesied destiny by constructing a temple for the Lord 

and the worship of Israel. As you can imagine, when the project was complete and the temple was 

dedicated it was a time of great rejoicing in Jerusalem. When the Ark of the Covenant was brought 

into the holy of holies and the priests and musicians played and sang then the glory of the Lord 

descended like a cloud upon the temple. It was at this awesome moment that Solomon the king 

stood before the altar to pray and to consecrate the temple. We pick up the reading in II Chronicles 

6:13 Now Solomon had made a bronze platform, five cubits long, five cubits wide and three cubits 

high, and had set it in the midst of the court; and he stood on it, knelt on his knees in the presence 

of all the assembly of Israel and spread out his hands toward heaven. Let's stop there for now. This 

morning we are going to look at the attitude of Solomon's prayer and the request of his prayer but 

first consider with me the posture of his prayer. We read here that Solomon did two things as he 

prayed: he knelt on his knees and he raised his hands. What shall we make of that? What do you 

think of all this kneeling business we read about in the Bible. And surely you've noticed if you have 

read very much that the normal position for prayer mentioned in the Scripture is kneeling. We read 

of Moses bowing, of David bowing, of Jesus bowing. Paul used bowing as a virtual synonym for 

prayer. What do you make of all this? Granted, bowing is not the only posture for prayer mentioned 

in the Scripture. We read several times of people standing to pray and even one time it said David 

sat before the Lord, but the more common posture for prayer is kneeling. What do we do with that? 

You know different religious traditions have different customs for prayer. Back in 1985 when the 

church I pastored was looking into using the Seventh Day Adventist building for Sunday worship I 

attended one of their board meetings and when they opened the meeting with prayer everybody 

moved out of their chairs and knelt as they prayed. It was just a short prayer but they all knelt for it. 

Some of you come from Roman Catholic or Episcopal churches where the pews came equipped 

with kneeling benches. Remember that? When the people prayed they were expected to kneel. 

What do you think of that? And if you don't have money or room for kneeling benches what do you 

think of kneeling on the floor? On hard, commercial brand carpeting that is uncomfortable and may 

wrinkle your pants or even tear your stockings. In II Chronicles 7:3 you can read that when the 

glory of the Lord came, the people bowed down on what? Read it. All the sons of Israel, seeing the 
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fire come down and the glory of the LORD upon the house, bowed down on the pavement with their 

faces to the ground, and they worshiped and gave praise to the LORD, saying, "Truly He is good, 

truly His lovingkindness is everlasting." On the pavement. Was this their normal practice or were 

they just driven to their knees by the glory of God? I am not quite sure but what we read is 

interesting isn't it and should be instructive for us.  

     We'll say more about kneeling later but now look at the second aspect of Solomon's posture 

- he spread his hands to heaven. What does this mean? Was Solomon a Pentecostal? Do we need to 

be doing this in prayer? I remember a man who approached me somewhat disturbed because he 

noticed people in our church raising their hands in worship and this brother was bothered by that. 

That wasn't part of his worship heritage. It's not part of mine either. And probably not yours. In 

fact, 40 years ago, raised hands in church only occurred when every head was bowed and every eye 

was closed and the preacher was calling for commitments. But the charismatic movement brought 

with it not only the experience of tongues-speech but reintroduced the church to the lifting of hands 

in praise to God. In many churches now this is the norm and even in some Presbyterian churches 

you will find some doing this. There are those who would look on that with suspicion. Many 

evangelicals, in their opposition to certain teachings, have ill-advisedly squelched the worship 

expressions made popular in charismatic assemblies. But dear people, it is easier to argue from 

Scripture that lifting hands in worship is required than to argue that it is forbidden. David says 

Psalm 63:4 So, I will bless Thee as long as I live; I will lift up my hands in Thy name. Paul, in I 

Timothy 2:8 Therefore I want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands… What do you 

make of that? Should we start requiring this? Is this a Biblical mandate? 

     My answer to those questions is no. And I say no not because of indifference to Scripture 

but in recognition that when it comes to worship there are certain requirements and there are certain 

freedoms. Various elements of worship may be regarded as essentials or as expressions.    

Everyone, I think, is willing to grant that true worship or prayer can take place on your knees or on 

your feet, with your hands in the air or with your hands in your pockets. What everyone must 

understand is that the heart of worship is the worship of the heart. God is a spirit, those who 

worship must worship in spirit. That worshipping in spirit may be done in various postures. I expect 

you will agree with me on that. There are those who will say or think however, that if you don't 

kneel for prayer or lift hands to heaven then you aren't doing it right. Most likely these folks are 

making their tradition absolute. They too closely associate the expressions of worship with the 
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essence of worship. One wonders, "How can you pray without kneeling?" Another wonders, "How 

can you worship without raised hands?" They confuse the expression of worship with the essence 

of worship. Be careful not to do that. But on the other hand, the error more common to those from 

our tradition is to think that the expression doesn't matter at all. The average Baptist, Presbyterian,  

Methodist type will likely tell you that posture has nothing to do with prayer and with that I 

thoroughly disagree. There is a vital connection between body and mind. The position of your body 

will impact and give direction to the activity of your mind. Why do we close our eyes in prayer?  

That's not a biblical rule is it? But we Baptist children were taught to do that. Why? Because it 

shuts out possible distractions. It's not required but it does help in certain settings, especially public 

ones when your attention could be diverted from God to the children playing in the next row. We 

recognize the connection between body and mind, posture and thought. When I was in college I 

took a class on sports officiating and one thing I was taught was that when you are going to make a 

close call in baseball you ought to point at the base where the call occurs. By pointing with your 

finger you also concentrate the mind. As I learned to read better I discovered that if I point at the 

page my mind is less likely to wonder. Posture helps focus the mind. So, what is the point behind 

kneeling? Why do that? Simply put, we kneel in prayer to remind ourselves who we are and who 

God is. It puts us in our place before the King of glory. It is the posture of humility. In kneeling we 

recognize the vast superiority of our God. Is that a good idea? You bet it is and I commend it to 

you. As a rule I kneel in private prayer. And the only thing that keeps me from kneeling more often 

in public is that the setting prevents it or it could be my own laziness or a concern not to make 

others feel uncomfortable. But I am prepared to say that the normal biblical posture for prayer is 

kneeling because it reminds us of who we are speaking to and, I think, prevents us from getting too 

familiar with the Almighty.  

    As for lifting hands up to God I think you can see again how that focuses the attention. The 

posture directs the mind to fix itself on God, to worship Him without distraction, to call upon Him 

with a full heart. This is not the essence of worship but it is an expression and something of an aid. 

It is unfortunate that we connect it to being a Pentecostal because long before it was connected to 

being a worshipper and a supplicant. If this is foreign to your practice and background don't sweat 

over it. If it helps you to worship do it, if it hinders you then don't. The point is to worship and to 

put body, mind and soul into that great work.  
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      Alright, it's time to look at the actual prayer which Solomon prayed. 14-15 He said, "O 

LORD, the God of Israel, there is no god like You in heaven or on earth, keeping covenant and 

showing lovingkindness to Your servants who walk before You with all their heart; 15 who has kept 

with Your servant David, my father, that which You have promised him; indeed You have spoken 

with Your mouth and have fulfilled it with Your hand, as it is this day.” Notice how Solomon 

begins his prayer. Like so many prayers in Scripture this one begins with worship, with praise to 

God for His character and thanksgiving to God for His deeds. The major point of Solomon's prayer 

on this occasion was not worship. Solomon was bowing to obtain favor from the Lord but in so 

doing he begins by acknowledging the greatness and goodness of the Lord. He honors God as one 

who keeps His word and shows lovingkindness. He thanks him that He worked to make the temple 

a reality. Learn from this. Learn that whenever we pray the first thing we ought to do is 

contemplate whom we are speaking with in prayer. We do well to heed the exhortation of the 

psalmist by entering His courts with praise and coming into His gates with thanksgiving. It is only 

right that we thank God. He invites us to make our requests known to Him. It is fine and good and 

right that we make requests of Him but it is not fine if we fail to acknowledge what He has already 

done. Philippians 4:6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 

thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. Don't forget the thanksgiving. And when 

you pray don't forget the praise. 

     We read on at verse 18 and as we do look for the attitude Solomon brings to his praying. 18-

20a "But will God indeed dwell with mankind on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven 

cannot contain You; how much less this house which I have built.19 "Yet have regard to the prayer 

of Your servant and to his supplication, O LORD my God, to listen to the cry and to the prayer 

which Your servant prays before You; 20that Your eye may be open toward this house day and 

night.” How would you describe Solomon's attitude? Do you see it as one of humility? He is in awe 

of the grandeur of God and sees himself as unworthy before Him. And how does Solomon refer to 

himself in this prayer? As God's servant. Twice in verse 19 he calls himself God's servant and that 

pretty much sums up the attitude Solomon brought to prayer. He speaks to the Lord like a servant 

to a mighty and benevolent Master. You see, there is nothing here of the name-it-and-claim-it    

mentality. There are those who tell us that Christian prayer is akin to making demands on God as if 

that were the sign of real faith, to just tell God what he ought to do in response to my mighty faith. 

But there is a big difference between claiming my blessings and biblical prayer. Even Jesus, as 
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perfected in faith as he was prayed humbly and said, "Not my will but thine be done." In prayer we 

are not to presume upon God as though He owes us, but we petition Him as one appealing for 

mercy. We pray with the attitude of a servant as well as the confidence of a child. 

    Now then, having seen the posture of prayer and the attitude of prayer let's go on to see the 

request of this prayer. And here we note the major point of this prayer which is summed up 20-21 

That Your eye may be open toward this house day and night, toward the place of which You have 

said that You would put Your name there, to listen to the prayer which Your servant shall pray 

toward this place. 21 "Listen to the supplications of Your servant and of Your people Israel when 

they pray toward this place; hear from Your dwelling place, from heaven; hear and forgive.” For 

23 verses Solomon elaborates on this simple request, that God would listen when His people pray 

in or toward the temple. Starting in verse 22 he begins to mention possible situations that would 

move them to pray, and possible requests that might be made and in every case he begs God to 

make His ears attentive to them. When I read this I thought of Christ's words about the temple that 

it was to be a house of what? A house of prayer. That is the vision of Solomon. He dedicates the 

temple as a special place to gain audience with God. And that it did become. God answered 

Solomon's prayer as we will see more fully next time. In II Chronicles 7:15-16 Now My eyes will be 

open and My ears attentive to the prayer offered in this place. 16"For now I have chosen and 

consecrated this house that My name may be there forever, and My eyes and My heart will be there 

perpetually.” Boy, wouldn't that be great? Wouldn't it be great to have a temple where you could 

go pray and know that God was listening? Not really. The Hebrews didn't have anything on us. The 

temple may have been an aid to weak faith but we now know that God hears us whenever and 

wherever we call on Him. We know as well that each of us, individually are temples of the living 

God. We know that we have the privilege of audience with God whenever we desire. We know 

these things, but do we appreciate them? Not much. We have become so used to the idea of having 

God as a friend we just chat with whenever we like, but as I read this I saw anew what an incredible 

idea this was to Solomon and still is to many in our day - that God hears me, that the Creator cares 

about my little concerns. That really is an amazing thought! But such is the consistent teaching of 

God's word. The Lord is called the God who hears. David says Psalm116:1-2a I love the Lord 

because He hears my voice and my supplications, because He has inclined His ear to me. So, 

Solomon says, "listen when we pray in this temple" and he goes on to list several possible 

occasions. This is a fairly long prayer and I hope you will take the time today to read it in its 
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entirety which we cannot do. We will look briefly at just a couple of particulars. 24-25 If Your 

people Israel are defeated before an enemy because they have sinned against You, and they return 

to You and confess Your name, and pray and make supplication before You in this house, 25then 

hear from heaven and forgive the sin of Your people Israel, and bring them back to the land which 

You have given to them and to their fathers. Here Solomon envisions a military defeat which is the 

result of what? Of sin. If your world-view doesn't include an active God then this will make no 

sense, but God told Israel that if they were true to Him they would be victorious but if they sinned 

they would know defeat before their enemies. If you read the book of Joshua you see this theme 

over and again. Israel obeys God in attacking mighty Jericho and wins, but in their next battle 

against the little, puny city of Ai they are defeated. Why? Was it poor strategy, lack of hustle? No, 

the problem was that there was sin in the camp. Achan had violated God's orders about taking 

plunder from Jericho and his sin led to Israel's defeat. You see, there is oftentimes a connection 

between sin and defeat for God's people. That means that when we lose to our enemies we need to 

ask, "Why?" Why are we not seeing converts? Why are we losing the cultural wars of our day?  

And we need to be open to the possibility that we are losing due to sin. When we do that we are 

ready to be forgiven by God, to turn and do right and to experience again the grace of his favor.  

Solomon says, "Forgive and restore."   

      He also says, "Forgive and prosper." 26-27 When the heavens are shut up and there is no 

rain because they have sinned against You, and they pray toward this place and confess Your 

name, and turn from their sin when You afflict them; 27then hear in heaven and forgive the sin of 

Your servants and Your people Israel, indeed, teach them the good way in which they should walk. 

And send rain on Your land which You have given to Your people for an inheritance. Again we see 

here that there is a connection between personal or national purity and economic well- being. 

Solomon sees a connection between rainfall for crops and obedience to God. Once again his request 

is for God to hear, and to send rain but there is one other element in 27. He petitions the Lord to 

teach them the way they should walk.  

        We'll look at one other specific request of Solomon 32-33 "Also concerning the foreigner 

who is not from Your people Israel, when he comes from a far country for Your great name's sake 

and Your mighty hand and Your outstretched arm, when they come and pray toward this 

house,33then hear from heaven, from Your dwelling place, and do according to all for which the 

foreigner calls to You, in order that all the peoples of the earth may know Your name, and fear You 
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as do Your people Israel, and that they may know that this house which I have built is called by 

Your name. Solomon here envisions a Gentile coming to pray toward the temple and he wants God 

to do as the foreigner asks and for what purpose? So that all the peoples of the earth may know and 

fear God. This notion of every nation coming into God's kingdom is a familiar theme for New 

Testament believers but I think we often miss seeing this in the Old Testament. We think that in the 

Old Testament God was dealing exclusively with Israel and that there was no interest in the rest of 

humanity but that is far from the truth. Isaiah 56:6-7 Also the foreigners who join themselves to the 

LORD, to minister to Him, and to love the name of the LORD, to be His servants, every one who 

keeps from profaning the Sabbath and holds fast My covenant; 7even those I will bring to My holy 

mountain And make them joyful in My house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

will be acceptable on My altar; for My house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples. 

Not just for the Jews, but for all the peoples. When we go back to the great Abrahamic covenant in 

Genesis 12 we read that Abraham would be blessed and also that he would be a blessing to every 

nation. The Old Testament ideal was that Israel would be a shining light, a city set upon a hill, a 

shining example of righteousness so that every nation would come desiring what they had and 

would discover that the secret to Israel's prosperity is their connection to the God of heaven. This is 

what Solomon looks toward, the conversion of the Gentile world. That hope is not exclusively New 

Testament - it was there in the covenant with Abraham and is even on Solomon's heart as he 

dedicates the temple. He wants to see God praised not simply by Israel but by all the world. Do you 

have a desire for that? Is that a passion in your life? That God would receive the glory He is due by 

all men? That is our motivation for disciple-making here in the US of A, but also too in our labors 

for Sierra Leone and Kenya, and why we support missionaries around the world – that the nations 

may know, that the nations may worship, that the nations may come to the true and living God, 

finding life and hope and joy.  

   There are two basic strategies among Christians that address the question of how we go 

about impacting the world for Jesus. One is what I call the holy city ideal which says that the way 

to reach the world is to make the church, the city of God, so beautiful and powerful and attractive 

that the world flocks to us. This is the vision of Isaiah which we read in 2:2-3 Now it will come 

about that in the last days the mountain of the house of the LORD Will be established as the chief of 

the mountains, and will be raised above the hills; and all the nations will stream to it.3 And many 

peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the 
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God of Jacob; that He may teach us concerning His ways and that we may walk in His paths." For 

the law will go forth from Zion and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. Isn't that terrific? The 

Lord's design for His people is not just to be a separate little entity enjoying the bounty of God but 

that we should become the source of blessing and instruction for the whole world. The model of    

ministry we get from this is to concentrate our energies in making the church holy and pure and as 

we do the world will be attracted and come to us. The other vision of world impact is the go and get 

ideal which is found in the great commission to "go and make disciples." It sees the church not    

gathered together but scattered out in the world seeking to win it and change it. The emphasis in 

this model is on direct outreach and evangelism and not so much on building up or purifying what 

already is in the gates of the church. Now, which one is the biblical portrait of world-impact? The    

holy city idea or the go and get idea? Can it be a both/and? Some church leaders I find think more 

along the go and get lines. Others think more along the holy city lines but both are biblical. The 

practical point from all this is that we sink resources into both types of ministry: direct outreach and 

church inreach. But clearly, one result of us being what God says to be is what Solomon predicts 

here: some of the unbelievers will be persuaded to seek after the true and living God.  

    I close with this final note. God's response to Solomon in 7:16 For now I have chosen and 

consecrated this house that My name may be there forever, and My eyes and My heart will be there 

perpetually. The temple was to serve as a visible reminder to the people that God was with them 

and among them. It said God is here. But, the message went beyond that and said, "God is here but 

He is holy, holy, holy. He is the God who dwells in unapproachable light." For although the temple 

did say that God was in the neighborhood it also said God is not readily accessible to sinful men. 

The Ark of the Covenant, the dwelling of God's glory was in what room of the temple? In the holy 

of holies and no one could go in there except the high-priest and that only once a year. Christians, it 

seems, run the risk of erring in a couple of ways as we relate to God. We can see him as too distant, 

as the God who lives a way out there and doesn't really care, or we can see him in too familiar a 

light and come to relate to him as our good buddy in the sky. The message of the temple is that He 

is there, He is with us but He is holy. If you would come to him you come with sins atoned and 

wearing the righteous robes which are given to those who trust in Jesus, our great High Priest who 

takes us with him into the holy of holies. Let’s go there now as we close with prayer.  


