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Life of Solomon, Part 3  4-14-19 

The Temple and Its Glory 
  

 We continue this morning with our study of the life of Solomon, son of David and king of 

Israel. Last week we saw how Solomon was granted his request of God to be a man of great 

discernment and wisdom. Today you will see that one of the ways that wisdom expressed itself was 

in Solomon's understanding of his role in history. 2-5 Then Solomon sent word to Hiram, saying, 

3"You know that David my father was unable to build a house for the name of the LORD his God 

because of the wars which surrounded him, until the LORD put them under the soles of his feet.  

4"But now the LORD my God has given me rest on every side; there is neither adversary nor 

misfortune. 5"Behold, I intend to build a house for the name of the LORD my God, as the LORD 

spoke to David my father, saying, 'Your son, whom I will set on your throne in your place, he will 

build the house for My name.' It is interesting to see here the juxtaposition of divine sovereignty 

and human responsibility, the old predetermined or free will problem. On the one hand Solomon 

says "I intend to build God a house." In II Chronicles we read that Solomon decided to build God a 

house but in verse 5 we read that the king mentions how God announced to David that his son 

would build this structure. It was clearly God's plan announced to David way back in II Samuel 7 

that his son would build the temple. It is also clear that for God's promise to come true He must 

sovereignly move the heart of Solomon to will such a thing. And, of course, he did. Did Solomon 

build the temple because he chose to or because God decided he would do it? And the answer is, 

"yes" to both. Those questions call for a both/rather than an either/or. God chose Solomon for the 

temple and Solomon chose the temple for God. Something else to note here is the reasoning of 

Solomon in vs. 4-5a But now the LORD my God has given me rest on every side; there is neither 

adversary nor misfortune. 5"Behold, I intend to build a house for the name of the LORD my God. 

When a king in power is faced with an invading enemy his job is clear. He has to protect the 

people. When the nation is in famine his job is clear, he has to try to provide for the people, but 

when things are good what is that time for? Doing nothing? Eating grapes and watching dancing 

girls? Not at all. Just as there are responsibilities in wartime so there are responsibilities in 

peacetime. Peacetime is time to build. Now I thought of this in relation to our church and I wonder 

if you can see the connection. Things are going fairly well for us as a church. Very few of us are 

out of work. The church is not experiencing any notable persecution. Peace is a relative thing, but 

right now we are in a more peaceful period. The mistake many make is to think that peacetime is a 
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time for rest. It is not. It is a time to build. I thought of Acts 9:31 So the church throughout all 

Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up; and going on in the fear of the Lord 

and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase. The amazing thing about the church 

is that sometimes it grows even during persecution, but if God has prospered us as a church at this 

point in our corporate life remember that with blessing comes responsibility. We must not sit back 

and relax; it is a time for building. And don't think I'm talking about physical structures. Growth 

requires some of that and we will be constructing a new upper parking lot very soon, but I'm talking 

primarily about spiritual and ministry growth. In times of peace you build.  

     For the rest of the day we will be using the account in II Chronicles instead of I Kings. 

These two books cover much of the same ground but at times there are different emphases. In II 

Chronicles we get a little more about Solomon's great task which was the construction of the temple 

in Jerusalem. In II Chronicles 2 we read more of what Solomon said to Hiram of Tyre 2:4-6  

 "Behold, I am about to build a house for the name of the LORD my God, dedicating it to Him, to 

burn fragrant incense before Him and to set out the showbread continually, and to offer burnt 

offerings morning and evening, on sabbaths and on new moons and on the appointed feasts of the 

LORD our God, this being required forever in Israel. 5"The house which I am about to build will be 

great, for greater is our God than all the gods. 6 "But who is able to build a house for Him, for the 

heavens and the highest heavens cannot contain Him? So who am I, that I should build a house for 

Him, except to burn incense before Him? Here we get a better idea of just what the temple is all 

about. It is called a house for God. But why would God need a house? What kind of God would 

need a house? Certainly not the God who made the heavens and the earth and all things in them. 

What a ludicrous idea to think that we could or should build a place for Him to dwell! Solomon 

himself expresses this in verse 6 doesn't he? 6ab "But who is able to build a house for Him, for the 

heavens and the highest heavens cannot contain Him?” There Solomon reminds Hiram of the 

doctrine of God's omnipresence. The true and living God, unlike so many pagan deities, is not 

confined to any particular location. He isn't here and not there or there and not here. God is 

everywhere and the construction of a temple does not negate that. But since it is called God's house 

Solomon felt the need to clarify that for Hiram and for us. Four chapters later in his prayer of 

temple dedication Solomon repeats it 6:18 "But will God indeed dwell with mankind on the earth? 

Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain You; how much less this house which I have 

built.” I think of Paul in Acts 17:24 The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is 

Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. But wait a second! Isn't that 
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exactly what is implied by a temple? In II Chronicles 6:2 “I have built Thee a lofty house, and a 

place for Thy dwelling forever.” Is God going to dwell in the temple or not? This can be kind of 

confusing; and I don't know that I can explain it all that well. Suffice it to say that the Scriptures tell 

us plainly that God is present everywhere. But they also say that in certain places and times and 

persons He is present in a special, powerful, more palpable or sensible way. The Almighty God 

would never be confined to a temple but He would and did display His presence and power there in 

an unusual way. When we come to worship and ask God to be with us; or we pray that He would be 

with someone in a time of trial we aren't implying that God is not everywhere. We are asking that 

He would see fit to display his glory and love and power in a special way. Okay? The temple does 

not imply the confinement of God. Solomon says in his request of Hiram that the purpose of the 

temple would really be for the worshippers of God, as a place for sacrifice and celebration.  

     The next few chapters of II Chronicles tell us about the construction of the temple which 

took around seven years. Suffice it to say that the construction went smoothly and the temple when 

finished was a structure of dazzling magnificence, even nicer than our sanctuary. Then the great 

day came on which the temple was dedicated. King Solomon called for a great feast in Jerusalem 

and all the major leaders of the people were gathered. The Ark of the Covenant was at this time, 

brought into the temple and place in the inner sanctum called the holy of holies. Let's pick up the 

account of this historic day in verse 11 of II Chronicles 5:11-14 When the priests came forth from 

the holy place (for all the priests who were present had sanctified themselves, without regard to 

divisions), 12and all the Levitical singers, Asaph, Heman, Jeduthun, and their sons and kinsmen, 

clothed in fine linen, with cymbals, harps and lyres, standing east of the altar, and with them one 

hundred and twenty priests blowing trumpets 13in unison when the trumpeters and the singers were 

to make themselves heard with one voice to praise and to glorify the LORD, and when they lifted up 

their voice accompanied by trumpets and cymbals and instruments of music, and when they praised 

the LORD saying, "He indeed is good for His lovingkindness is everlasting," then the house, the 

house of the LORD, was filled with a cloud, 4 so that the priests could not stand to minister because 

of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled the house of God.   

      What an occasion this must have been! What an awesome experience for the people 

gathered in the temple! In a moment I want to look at this matter of the glory of God which filled 

the house. We will talk about what that means. But first take a look at what verses 12 and 13 tell us 

about the music of the worshipping Hebrews. Worship music: what a fun subject! It's amazing, 

really, how much heat gets generated in the church over the subject of music. Major disputes and 
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church splits occur because of strong disagreements about this subject, with both sides wanting to 

claim some type of biblical support. Check out this cartoon. The fella points to his scar and says, 

“And I got this one from the chairman of the board in the second battle of Guitars in the Sanctuary 

back in 71.” Interestingly, the issue is most often over musical style which the Bible says next to 

nothing about. There is a tendency for us all to absolutize our own tastes and to believe that God 

likes the same music we like. We used to have a couple in our church who always complained that 

we used percussion instruments. They said you couldn't do that. The "organ" they said was God's 

instrument for worship because it was smooth and soft. They didn't even believe piano was okay 

and they especially didn't like what our guys would do to it. They made it a regular habit of telling 

our worship musicians how off-base they were in their music. Others have opinions just as strong 

in other ways. A famous pastor told me once that he couldn't worship without drums. Some 

denominations even claim that having any instruments is wrong. But do you see what this passage 

indicates? Instruments - lots of them, even loud ones. There are cymbals, harps, lyres which is 

another string, and lots of trumpets. And judging from his response I get the impression that God    

thought this was okay. He seemed to enjoy it. Listen to Psalm 150:3-4 Praise Him with trumpet 

sound; praise Him with harp and lyre. 4 Praise Him with timbrel and dancing; praise Him with 

stringed instruments and pipe. That's a pipe you play, not the kind you smoke. It was a primitive 

oboe or something. 5 Praise Him with loud cymbals; praise Him with resounding cymbals. Again, 

the Bible doesn't prescribe or proscribe any musical style. It doesn't tell us that classical or rock or 

jazz or country or Chinese is God's favorite. But it does indicate that lots of different instruments is 

nice. And I, for one, am glad that we have a number of them in our worship music. Stringed 

instruments: guitars, violins; and wind instrument: trumpets, and saxophones, and trombones, and 

percussion instruments like cymbals and  drums. The only thing the Scriptures say about 

instruments is the more the merrier. Now, I don't think that multiple instrumentation is the only way 

to do worship music. But I do see that it is recommended and I see that in II Chronicles 5 the results 

were very positive. God showed up. And that gets me excited. There is a verse that says God 

inhabits the praises of Israel. And that is what occurs here. The people praise God on a great and 

awesome day. They have sought to honor him in the construction and now they sing his praise and 

God comes. It is amazing what happens when believers sing! I've never seen God appear as a cloud 

but I have been in places when the spirit of worship was there and you could feel God soaking the 

room with his glory. That has happened for me here on many occasions and in other worship 

venues as well. God inhabits the praises of His people, but not all of you contribute to that. Some of 
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you stand with lips closed and mind wandering. Maybe you fail to praise God and you miss the 

blessing. When we sanctify our music to God and our voices to God and our hearts to God then we 

will experience something of the glory of God in worship, even as Solomon did long ago on the 

day of dedication.  

     And let's look now at this glory business. Verse 14 says the glory of the Lord filled the 

house of God. What is this glory? How did it fill the house? As we try to answer that I want to start 

with the obvious which is the response of the people to the divine glory. It says the priests were 

unable to minister. And I wonder why. Were they afraid? Were they in speechless awe? Were they 

blinded by a light or by a cloud? Look over now to chapter 7 of II Chronicles which tells us what 

happened after Solomon's long prayer of  dedication II Chronicles 7:1-3 Now when Solomon had 

finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices, 

and the glory of the LORD filled the house. 2 The priests could not enter into the house of the 

LORD because the glory of the LORD filled the LORD'S house. 3 All the sons of Israel, seeing the 

fire come down and the glory of the LORD upon the house, bowed down on the pavement with their 

faces to the ground, and they worshiped and gave praise to the LORD, saying, "Truly He is good, 

truly His lovingkindness is everlasting." This must have been incredible to behold. You wonder, 

what exactly they heard or felt or saw. How did they know that it was God's glory, His presence 

which filled the temple? Probably here as in chapter 5 the glory of God was displayed in or by a 

cloud. The term "glory" is a word which allows for many different nuances or shades of meaning. 

Sometimes it means "splendor" or beauty or acclaim. As it is used here however it refers to a 

sensible expression of the normally insensible glory which attaches to the person of God. The cloud 

was something of a sacrament representing the invisible magnificence of the Sovereign Lord. If we 

look thru the Scriptures at the manifestations referred to as being God's glory we see some 

similarities. In Exodus 19 when God came down to the sons of Israel at Mount Sinai it says his 

presence was accompanied with trumpet blast and thunder and lightning  and a very thick cloud 

which surrounded the mountain. The cloud was there not so much to reveal but to veil the brilliance 

of God's glory. In Exodus 40 we read also about the glory of God descending upon the tabernacle 

when it was first built. And guess how the glory of God appeared? As or in a cloud Exodus 40:34-

35 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.  

35 Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory 

of the LORD filled the tabernacle. And as you may know, God's presence with the children of 

Israel in the desert was manifested in two ways: as a cloud by day and as a fire by night. And 
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generally that tells us how God has made his glory sensible to men: in a cloud by day and in a light 

by night. Remember in the story of Jesus how when he was glorified, or transfigured before the 

disciples that a cloud, described as a bright cloud, overshadowed Moses and Elijah and Jesus. And 

God spoke from the cloud. But then when the glory of God comes in the night, it comes as a simple 

light. Luke 2:8-9 In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and 

the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened. The glory of the Lord 

is often depicted as a shining brightness. In fact, Revelation 21 says the eternal city will not have 

need of the sun or moon because it will be lit up with the glory of the Almighty God.  

    It is this glory of God and its visible manifestation that filled the temple on the day of its 

dedication. And it is also the glory of God that the Hebrews believed would dwell or stay in the 

temple as a testimony to God's gracious presence. In Psalm 26:8 “O Lord, I love the habitation of 

Thy house, and the place where Thy glory dwells.” Above all places you would expect to find the 

glory of God in the temple. But do you know what happened in the history of Israel? There came a 

time when the people so grieved the Lord by their sin that the glory of God departed. Ezekiel has a 

vision in which he sees the glory of the Lord departing the house of God. And if God's not in the 

temple do you still have a temple? Only the shell of one. Now this becomes important for us to 

understand when you realize that what was true of the temple in Solomon's day is now true of the 

church, not the building but the people. In the new covenant the special dwelling of God is not 

simply in Jerusalem, or in a special building but in a special people. 19-22 So then you are no 

longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, 

20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the 

corner stone, 21in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in 

the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit. 

 In II Samuel God told David he would have a son who would build the house of God and 

that prophecy referred certainly to what Solomon did, but it went beyond that and pointed to the 

work of David's greater son, the Lord Jesus who has been for some time now building the house of 

God among the men and women who follow Him as Master. And now we are to be the residence of 

God's glory. Do you see that? We are the holy temple, we are the dwelling of God. And where is 

the glory? Where is the sensible presence of God? So many churches have grieved the glorious 

Spirit and He is gone. It can happen here to. But when you see that the church is the temple of God 

you see that we have something worth protecting. We have something worth investing in as well. 
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Another issue that can raise dispute among church members is how much money to spend on 

making our church buildings beautiful. I think there are points to be made on both sides of the 

issue, but the appeal to the elaborate decor of the temple does not persuade me. The temple was 

elaborate, extravagant, and expensive. Solomon said back in 2:5 that it had to be a great house 

because God is great. He deserves the best. And I agree with that don't you? Huh? Do you think we 

should spare no expense in offering to God the most beautiful house we can? I do. But that doesn't 

tell me anything about church decor. This building is not God's house. We are. So what is it that 

needs to be beautiful? The church, the people. The hearts of those who worship here.  

     In addition to saying that the church is the new temple of God the New Testament also 

indicates that the individual believer is now the temple of God's glory. I Corinthians 3:16-17 Do 

you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If any man 

destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what 

you are. Now that's an amazing thing to ponder. You see, that Paul is calling us temples because 

God lives in us. He is not confined in us, but again the idea is of a special revealing or 

manifestation of who He is. I Corinthians 6 tells us that we should flee sexual immorality and then 

the basis is given I Corinthians 6:19 “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 

Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God and that you are not your own?” The argument here 

which applies to every one of us who name the name of Christ states that we must maintain moral 

purity, sexual chastity because our bodies are special; they have become the dwelling places of 

God. To join my body with a harlot is like devoting the temple of God to worship Zeus. When you 

realize who you are as a Christian you not only have a legitimate basis for self-esteem, as a living 

temple, but you also have a great incentive to see that your body and soul, like the exterior  and 

interior of the temple in Jerusalem are beautiful and spotless and worthy of the Lord. I believe that 

when we understand who we are, when we devote ourselves, body and soul to be the habitation of 

the holy Lord, when we put the law of God in our heart and sing the praises of God with our lips 

then we too, as individuals and as a church will be filled with the glory of God. You think about 

that. And let's pray.  


