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The Life of Solomon, Part 2  4-7-19 

The Quest for Wisdom 
 

  One day when I was a young man living on the farm I climbed up the outside staircase 

which led to our attic. We had a big, walk-in attic that was always miserably hot and oppressively 

stuffy. It was also stuffed with some interesting junk and on this day I went in just to explore and 

see what I could find. As I dug thru the old, musty boxes I found a very interesting looking item 

which I now know to be an oil lamp, covered with gold engravings and tightly capped. It was quite 

ornate and pretty expensive looking. I was especially curious as to why the cap was so tightly fixed 

in place and became determined to remove it. Since I couldn't remove it by hand I ran down to the 

carport, got a pair of  pliers and came up and twisted and pulled until, "kapop" the top of this lamp 

came shooting off like a cork from a champagne bottle. And then things got interesting. Lo and 

behold, there was smoke spiraling up from the lamp and as the smoke cleared there stood before me 

a rotund Arabic-looking fellow who said, "You have freed the great Abulla the Jinn, to you I will 

grant whatever you wish." Okay, so it didn't happen exactly like that, but let's suppose it did and 

let's suppose it happened to you. For what would you ask? Most of us, especially those of us who 

grew up watching Barbara Eden blink her magical eyes have fantasized about such a thing, but for 

Solomon it was for real. At least it happened in a real dream which he had not long after taking the 

throne of Israel. Let's read about Solomon's dream at Gibeon. I Kings 3:3-5 Now Solomon loved the 

LORD, walking in the statutes of his father David, except he sacrificed and burned incense on the 

high places.4The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place; Solomon 

offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar.5 In Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a 

dream at night; and God said, "Ask what you wish me to give you. Wow! What a dream! And more 

than a dream, because in it we know God was actually communicating to Solomon.  

     Before we get to the story of the dream let's set the context for you. The author of this book 

is beginning to tell us something of the nature of Solomon's rule over Israel. He describes Solomon 

as a man who loved the Lord, who walked in God's ways as did his father David. There is, 

however, an "except" in verse 3. Solomon sacrificed and burned incense on the high places. You 

read about the high places frequently in the books of the Kings. High places were places of worship 

established primarily in locations that were high, namely hills since many ancient peoples felt they    

were closer to the heavens or the gods when up on a hill. Apparently, these high places were 

prominent in the worship of the Canaanites when their territories were taken over by the children of 
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Israel. Rather than tear down these worship centers the Israelites began using them for their own    

worship of Yahweh. This worship of the true God at the high places was not something God had 

requested but it was something it seems He permitted until the time that the temple was complete. 

Once the temple was built God said in no uncertain terms that sacrifices to Him were only to be 

made at the Jerusalem temple. The requirement of temple sacrifice was designed to discourage 

idolatry and to promote national unity by bringing all the people to one central place of worship. 

So, there came a time when the high-places became both a place of idolatry and a rival to the God-   

appointed place of worship in Jerusalem. It came to pass that Solomon himself sinned with respect 

to these high-places. But for now, for what we read of in I Kings 3, the high place worship is 

acceptable to God as is evident from his response to Solomon's worship there. This particular high-   

place in Gibeon was the chief center of worship for the Jews of that day. David had brought the old 

tent of meeting, the tabernacle to Gibeon, he had appointed priests for this place of sacrifice and 

had worshipped there himself. Now, soon after his coronation and the death of his father Solomon    

comes to Gibeon to seek the Lord, offering sacrifices in honor of the true and living God. Solomon, 

never one to be conservative, offers 1000 burnt offerings on the altar in Gibeon, presumably to 

obtain the favor of God on his reign as Israel's king.  

 Then in verse 5 we read of the dream offer. 5 In Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in 

a dream at night; and God said, "Ask what you wish me to give you.” Now that's pretty exciting 

isn't it? God doesn't exactly promise to give Solomon whatever He asks but the implication is that 

Solomon's likely to get something good out of this deal. "Ask for whatever." Has anything like that 

ever happened to you? The closest thing I could remember was when a friend who owned a 

sporting goods store invited me in to pick out any shoe in the store as a gift. Now of course, that 

was back when shoes were just shoes and not the high-tech, mechanized fashion statements they 

are today, but the offer still got me excited. God's offer to Solomon is far better than that. "Ask me 

for whatever you wish." And Solomon knew this God could deliver. Your answer to this kind of 

question reveals a great deal about you as a person. What would you ask for? Let's see now the 

request of Solomon and we follow the dream offer with point two, our major consideration for 

today, the godly request of Solomon. 6-9 Then Solomon said, "You have shown great 

lovingkindness to Your servant David my father, according as he walked before You in truth and 

righteousness and uprightness of heart toward You; and You have reserved for him this great 

lovingkindness, that You have given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 7Now, O LORD 
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my God, You have made Your servant king in place of my father David, yet I am but a little child; I 

do not know how to go out or come in. 8Your servant is in the midst of Your people which You have 

chosen, a great people who are too many to be numbered or counted. 9So give Your servant an 

understanding heart to judge Your people to discern between good and evil. For who is able to 

judge this great people of Yours?" In a word what Solomon asked for from God was wisdom. He 

wanted to be a wise king; he wanted to know how to govern and rule the great nation over which 

God had put him. Can you believe it? Solomon wasted this incredible offer by requesting wisdom! 

Or maybe he didn't waste it. 10 It was pleasing in the sight of the Lord that Solomon had asked this 

thing. Not only was it pleasing in God's sight but this request shaped the entire character of 

Solomon's reign over Israel. Solomon was here a young man at the crossroads of life, many roads 

lay before him, the possibilities were limitless but Solomon took the road less traveled and never 

regretted it. Wonder of wonders in this fallen world young Solomon made the right choice! And 

what a difference it would make in his life. Now, if you desire to be wise and know life listen up. It 

is time to learn from the man whose name is synonymous with wisdom. You see in this choice the 

priority of wisdom but I want you to look beyond the choice itself to the motivations behind it. 

Why did Solomon request wisdom? I offer you three reasons why. The first reason Solomon asked 

for wisdom is because he felt himself in need of it; i.e. he recognized the lack of it in his life. 

Solomon admits this in verse 7-9a "Now O LORD my God, You have made Your servant king in 

place of my father David, yet I am but a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8Your 

servant is in the midst of Your people which You have chosen, a great people who are too many to 

be numbered or counted. 9So give Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people.” He 

appeals to God on the basis of his own inadequacy for the job he inherited. Solomon recognizes his 

own ignorance and immaturity; his own inadequacies and he says, in essence, "Lord, I need Your 

help." And in requesting this from God Solomon does exactly as his father charged him and proves 

that he is a man. The fact that he recognizes his immaturity is, in reality, a sign of maturity isn't it?  

One man in our church told me that his 13 year old woke up one morning and discovered that he 

now knew everything. Do you know what he meant by that? One of the follies of youth is to think 

that I know it all, to think that I am invincible and wise. Solomon was not so deceived. He knew his 

own weakness and he knew as well the immense responsibility that was now his. He said, "Lord, 

this is a great people and I am so young!" But I tell you what, better to have a young leader who 

relies on God than an old one who thinks his experience is sufficient. Better to have a young, 
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humble man than an old arrogant one. Solomon wasn't going to rely on his royal upbringing, or his 

native intellect or his youthful vigor. Solomon said, "Lord, I'm young, ignorant, and needy. Supply 

my lack by making me wise." He asked for wisdom because he felt his lack, his need.  

     Secondly, Solomon, the man offered anything by God, asked for wisdom because he loved 

his people, he loved his nation. Solomon's request was thoroughly unselfish wasn't it? His desire 

was to be a good leader for the sake of his people. In verses 8 and 9 he refers to them as this "great" 

people. His eyes were open to their need for a wise leader and so he requested the gifts sufficient to 

lead, for their sake. At this point in his life Solomon realized who he was, he saw that he would no 

longer be making decisions just for himself, but that whatever he did would have a major impact on 

the millions under his rule. He saw that if he failed he would hurt not just himself but his nation, 

and he felt the weight of that responsibility. And I wonder, do you feel such a weight? Most of you 

here, in some way or another are leaders, either in the church or at work or in the family. Do you 

feel the weight of leadership that would make you cry out to God for wisdom and grace? Do you 

see how your decisions will impact for good or bad not just yourself but several others? One of the 

most sobering events for many of us is when we have children. I would point out that everything 

you do from the days of youth affects what kind of parents your children will have, but that 

especially hits us when those little ones start to watch us with eager and admiring eyes. I hope your 

parental duties drive you to your knees in quest of wisdom. If you love them, that's where you will 

be. Solomon loved his people so he asked God for wisdom to lead. He prayed, as I often pray, "For 

the sake of these people whom you have given me to lead, make me into a man worth following. 

For their sake, work in me." When you feel the burden of leadership and your own inadequacies 

you will do as Solomon, and you will make the pursuit of wisdom the priority of your life. You 

won't let your own lusts for riches, or pleasure or ease interfere, you will choose wisdom because 

you love. 

    Thirdly now, see that Solomon requested wisdom because he saw the value of it. He saw the 

value of wisdom and preferred it over all the other things he could have had. God notes in verse 11 

that Solomon could have asked for long life or riches but he didn't and that was pleasing to God. 

Why? Because long-life or riches are bad? No. Those are good things but in the ultimate scale of 

importance they don't rate with wisdom. And God looks for us to choose the things that are 

excellent, not just the things that are good. So many times, especially in our day and age men are 

choosing things that are okay, maybe even nice, but not excellent, not the best. But praise God, 
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Solomon saw what really counted. He understood the teaching of Proverbs where it says 8:11 

wisdom is better than jewels; and all desirable things cannot compare with her. Wisdom 

personified says 10 Take my instruction, and not silver. And knowledge rather than choicest gold. 

19 My fruit is better than gold, even pure gold. And my yield than choicest silver. 3:13-18 How 

blessed is the man who finds wisdom and the man who gains understanding. 14For her profit is 

better than the profit of silver and her gain better than fine gold. 15 She is more precious than 

jewels; and nothing you desire compares with her.16 Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand 

are riches and honor. 17 Her ways are pleasant ways and all her paths are peace.18 She is a tree of 

life to those who take hold of her, and happy are all who hold her fast. Strong language in praise of 

wisdom. But Solomon, even at his young age understood these things and valued wisdom above all 

else. That is rather odd for a young man. Solomon was peculiar in that way but we should note that 

Solomon did grow up in a home where wisdom was prized. Listen to what Solomon writes in 

Proverbs 4:3-9 When I was a son to my father, tender and the only son in the sight of my mother, 4 

then he taught me and said to me, "Let your heart hold fast my words; keep my commandments and 

live; 5Acquire wisdom! Acquire understanding! Do not forget nor turn away from the words of my 

mouth. 6Do not forsake her, and she will guard you; love her, and she will watch over you. 7The 

beginning of wisdom is: Acquire wisdom; and with all your acquiring, get understanding. 8 "Prize 

her, and she will exalt you; she will honor you if you embrace her. 9She will place on your head a 

garland of grace; she will present you with a crown of beauty." Hey, Dad, Hey Mom, what are you 

telling your kids is important? By word and example are you teaching them to prize wisdom above 

all else or are they learning from you that pleasure and money and personal comfort is the way of 

life? If you expect your kids to grow up to choose wisdom are you letting them see the value of it 

by your example? What are you pursuing in life? What is it you are after? In all of your acquiring 

have you made the acquisition of wisdom job #1? Oh sure, we give lip service to wisdom but how 

many people are really working to obtain it? I was talking to a young man recently who told me he 

travels a great deal in his work. He spends a good bit of time in airports and jets. I asked him what 

he did when he was on a jet. He paused and said, "I just sit there." Now this may seem like a trivial 

matter to you but to me it is symptomatic of a great problem. When I sit on planes and airports or 

doctor's offices I notice that most people just sit there and it really blows my mind. With all the 

things there are to learn in life, with all the great books that you could read, with the very word of 

God at our disposal here are people with hours on their hands doing nothing with it. Are they 
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seeking wisdom as silver or searching for her as for hidden treasure? Hardly. So many people, 

many of you, are throwing your life away pursuing paper and wood and rock while you leave the 

gold and silver and jewels lying at your feet. Honestly now, if the Mueller team investigated you, 

would they determine that you are a pursuer of wisdom?  

        Oh, but the word of God says wisdom is where it’s at. Wisdom is what you need; wisdom is 

what you want to acquire. It is what you want your children to have. Is that true of you? What do 

you want to give your child? A good swing set? A fun childhood? A good education? Don't confuse 

that with giving him wisdom. We have a whole country full of educated fools and many parents   

are satisfied with preparing their kid to make a buck while they totally neglect any training in 

wisdom. They don't see Mom or Dad seeking to grow wiser; they don't get any encouragement in 

that themselves. It really must not matter. Friends, can we line our values up with God's? Can we 

learn from Solomon the value of wisdom and lay aside lesser pursuits in order to be the kind of 

men and women and leaders we are called to be? Solomon valued wisdom and the Scriptures say it 

was pleasing in the sight of God. 

        So then, we have seen the godly request of Solomon, now let's move on to examine the 

gracious answer from God. 11-12 God said to him, "Because you have asked this thing and have 

not asked for yourself long life, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have you asked for the life 

of your enemies, but have asked for yourself discernment to understand justice, 12behold, I have 

done according to your words. Behold, I have given you a wise and discerning heart, so that there 

has been no one like you before you, nor shall one like you arise after you.” God says the request is 

granted in abundance. Solomon, even as a young man, would be the wisest of men. And 

immediately following this story of the dream at Gibeon we find a story which demonstrates God's 

answer. 16-27 Then two women who were harlots came to the king and stood before him. 17 The one 

woman said, "Oh, my lord, this woman and I live in the same house; and I gave birth to a child 

while she was in the house. 18It happened on the third day after I gave birth, that this woman also 

gave birth to a child, and we were together. There was no stranger with us in the house, only the 

two of us in the house. 19This woman's son died in the night, because she lay on it. 20So she arose in 

the middle of the night and took my son from beside me while your maidservant slept, and laid him 

in her bosom, and laid her dead son in my bosom. 21When I rose in the morning to nurse my son, 

behold, he was dead; but when I looked at him carefully in the morning, behold, he was not my son, 

whom I had borne." 22Then the other woman said, "No! For the living one is my son, and the dead 
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one is your son.” But the first woman said, "No! For the dead one is your son, and the living one is 

my son." Thus they spoke before the king. 23 Then the king said, "The one says, 'This is my son who 

is living, and your son is the dead one'; and the other says, 'No! For your son is the dead one, and 

my son is the living one.'" 24 The king said, "Get me a sword." So they brought a sword before the 

king. 25The king said, "Divide the living child in two, and give half to the one and half to the other." 

26 Then the woman whose child was the living one spoke to the king, for she was deeply stirred over 

her son and said, "Oh, my lord, give her the living child, and by no means kill him." But the other 

said, "He shall be neither mine nor yours; divide him!" 27 Then the king said, "Give the first woman 

the living child, and by no means kill him. She is his mother." 

     Solomon was a pretty sharp cookie wasn't he? 28 When all Israel heard of the judgment 

which the king had handed down, they feared the king, for they saw that the wisdom of God was in 

him to administer justice. By his wisdom Solomon was proving himself a man. In ch.4:29 we see 

just how abundantly God answered Solomon's appeal for wisdom 4:29-34 Now God gave Solomon 

wisdom and very great discernment and breadth of mind, like the sand that is on the seashore. 

30Solomon's wisdom surpassed the wisdom of all the sons of the east and all the wisdom of Egypt. 

31For he was wiser than all men, than Ethan the Ezrahite, Heman, Calcol and Darda, the sons of 

Mahol; and his fame was known in all the surrounding nations.32 He also spoke 3,000 proverbs, 

and his songs were 1,005. 33He spoke of trees, from the cedar that is in Lebanon even to the hyssop 

that grows on the wall; he spoke also of animals and birds and creeping things and fish. 34Men 

came from all peoples to hear the wisdom of Solomon, from all the kings of the earth who had 

heard of his wisdom. Solomon asked for wisdom and wisdom was granted. Let's note a couple of 

lessons about answered prayer from all this. First, recognize that our motives in prayer do make a 

difference. James 4:3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you 

may spend it on your pleasures. In Solomon we find a man whose requests were unselfish. God 

responded. So, as you pray you search your heart to see that your interests are pure in what you ask. 

And then notice that there are some things which God promises to give if we ask with sincerity. 

There are only two things that I know of which God promises to give to those who ask sincerely: 

One is His Holy Spirit, the other is wisdom. James 1:5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask 

of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach and it will be given to him. If you 

come to God sensing your need, and being led by love for God and others, He will give you the 
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wisdom you ask. The story of Solomon is one you can make your own to some extent. God may 

not come to you with a blank check as he did for Solomon but he does invite us to ask for wisdom.  

        Back to I Kings 3. There is more to God's gracious answer, for not only does He supply 

Solomon the requested wisdom, He throws in some additional perks. 13 "I have also given you 

what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that there will not be any among the kings like 

you all your days.” And indeed as you read the next few chapters you find that Solomon became a 

king of incredible wealth and esteem. Solomon's daddy had told him that with wisdom comes honor 

and riches and he found that to be very true in his own life. But do you see how neat God is? Do 

you see that when we walk in His way things just seem to fall in place? Solomon's story is a classic 

illustration of the principle which Jesus taught in Matthew 6:33 Seek first His kingdom and His 

righteousness and all these things shall be added unto you. You make it your goal, your quest to 

know and do the will of God, to promote the interest of your Master, and the Master will see to it 

that you receive back many times what you give. You may want for yourself some social standing, 

you may want for yourself some financial strength, or you may want for yourself a wife or a 

husband. These things are natural human desires but you are not to seek those things. You seek 

righteousness, you seek wisdom, you seek the kingdom of God and every good thing, at least 

everything God sees will be good for you will be thrown in. Such was the grace of God to Solomon 

and so will it be for you. Shall we pray. 


