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The Life of Solomon, Part 1 3-31-19 

David's Last Words 

 

 Last Sunday Taylor preached from Ecclesiastes, a book written, we believe, by Solomon, 

son of David, king of Israel. I would bet many of us don’t know too much about this important 

Biblical figure, so let’s take a few weeks to consider together the life of Solomon, which takes us 

back in history to the time of King David, some 950 years before Jesus. David’s was an up and 

down life and career. He started brilliantly, led Israel to extraordinary heights of power and 

prosperity and then made some terrible choices that led to ruin for himself, his family and his 

nation. But such is the nature of the grace of God that many times our greatest sin can result in 

terrific blessing for us and for others. That, in part, is what happened for David. The dark cloud of 

his sin, did have a silver lining in that he and Bathsheba, his adulterous partner, were married and 

had a son whose name came to be and still is, associated with wisdom. The son was Solomon. 

Although his name is usually associated with wisdom, when he was born it brought to mind not 

wisdom but peace, for Solomon's name means "peaceful" coming from the same root as the 

Hebrew "shalom." The Lord speaks to David at the end of his life. I Chronicles 22:9 Behold, a son 

will be born to you, who shall be a man of rest; and I will give him rest from all his enemies on 

every side; for his name shall be Solomon, and I will give peace and quiet to Israel in his days.” 

Indeed, during the reign of Solomon there was peace for over forty years, an extraordinarily long 

time. So, when you think of Solomon think not only of wisdom but of peace.     

    Solomon is a fascinating character. Were he alive today he would be a regular feature in 

People Magazine and TMZ. He grew up as a royal, privileged child and in some respects he is quite 

different from you and me. But, there are those universal commonalities. Solomon is like all of us 

in that he did some things right and some things wrong. We can learn from the light God's word 

shares about what he did, from his good example and his poor example. Blessed are they who learn 

from their own mistakes, even more blessed are those who learn from the mistakes of others. Today 

however, we are not going to look at anything Solomon did, but at what he heard, at the last words 

of David, Solomon's father. I Kings 2:1-2 As David's time to die drew near, he charged Solomon 

his son, saying, 2"I am going the way of all the earth. Be strong, therefore, and show yourself a 

man. Since he was king David was able to escape taxes, but not death. He was soon to die and he 

knew it so he does his duty as a father and charges, challenges, directs his son. Be strong and show 

yourself a man. Now that sounds pretty macho doesn't it? You could just see Clint Eastwood telling 
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his kid that couldn't you? But there was a specific reason why David said this. Solomon was quite 

young, very young by kingly standards, likely around 18-20 years old. Many would regard him as a 

boy, so David exhorts him to prove that he is a man. It is similar to what Paul said to Timothy I 

Timothy 4:12 Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith 

and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe. Show that you are a man! But how do 

you do that? Drink hard liquor, chew tobacco, and beat up the bad guy? What is a real man? David 

explains I Kings 2:3-4 Keep the charge of the LORD your God, to walk in His ways, to keep His 

statutes, His commandments, His ordinances, and His testimonies, according to what is written in 

the Law of Moses, that you may succeed in all that you do and wherever you turn,4 so that the 

LORD may carry out His promise which He spoke concerning me, saying, 'If your sons are careful 

of their way, to walk before Me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul, you shall not 

lack a man on the throne of Israel.' 

     Interesting, what do you suppose the typical American father would say to his son in a 

similar situation. I mean, you are about to die, what will your final fatherly words be? I can just 

hear dads across America saying, "Son, remember, stay in school. It's the right choice." Or "Son, 

just say no to drugs." Or, "Keep your eye on the ball, Boy." Or "Remember, son you've got to 

believe in yourself." But David, the man after God's heart told his son to do what? To walk in the 

ways of God. David sets before Solomon, as the guiding light of his life, the principle of obedience. 

When it comes to being successful, truly successful, Biblically successful - do what God says. 

That's not hard to understand but attached to that principle of obedience is a tremendous promise of 

prosperity. 3 Keep the charge of the LORD your God, to walk in His ways, to keep His statutes, His 

commandments, His ordinances, and His testimonies, according to what is written in the Law of 

Moses, that you may succeed in all that you do and wherever you turn. Now, in saying this to his 

son David is repeating a promise for leaders set forth several times in the Old Testament. In 

Deuteronomy 17 God speaks to Moses about the day when Israel shall have a king and He says 18-

20 "Now it shall come about when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for himself a 

copy of this law on a scroll in the presence of the Levitical priests.19 "It shall be with him and he 

shall read it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the LORD his God, by carefully 

observing all the words of this law and these statutes,20that his heart may not be lifted up above his 

countrymen and that he may not turn aside from the commandment, to the right or the left, so that 

he and his sons may continue long in his kingdom in the midst of Israel. There we see it. The king 
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is to be a man of the book. He is to read it not just to get quotes for his speeches, not just to get 

inspiration or consolation but to know how to live and govern. This same formula was offered to 

Joshua when he became the leader of Israel upon the death of Moses. Joshua 1:7-8 Only be strong 

and very courageous; be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant 

commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success 

wherever you go.8"This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on 

it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you 

will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success. Once again the principle of 

obedience with the promise of prosperity. Hey, if you are interested in prospering, if you want to 

know success with a capital S listen up. This principle is not just for kings; it applies to you as well. 

In fact, it is a universal law written upon the DNA of creation - learn and do the word of God and 

you will succeed, as God defines success.  

     Now, does that sound a little too simplistic? I know it sounds that way. The principle of 

obedience is so simple it makes you wonder - why doesn't everybody follow it? Why isn't 

everybody being successful? Well, I can answer that. Not everyone has the faith needed to pay the 

price. If you follow the principle of obedience it means you study the word of God and that means 

when the other kings are watching their dancing girls and eating pealed grapes that you have your 

nose in the book. It mean that when the other guys are watching Monday Night Football you are in 

the book. And not only do you study God's word you do it; and some of God's commands are tough 

on the ego and tough on the flesh. Aren't they? There is stuff in there about humbling yourself, 

about giving your money away, about forgiving others. The will of God is forever intruding on 

what I want to do. But following that will is the very meaning of success.  

   God says the way to prosperity is to live by the book and when you do you have real life! 

Do you understand that dear friends? God says this so many times we dare not miss it. At the end 

of his life Moses this time, not David, said to his people Deuteronomy 32:46-47a "Take to your 

heart all the words with which I am warning you today, which you shall command your sons to 

observe carefully, even all the words of this law. 47 "For it is not an idle word for you; indeed it is 

your life. It is your life to do the word of God. Learning it and living it is not the way for some 

persons. It is not "my thing" or "David's thing." This is for you. If you want a life worth calling Life 

then walk in God's way, keep his statutes, commands and ordinances. Do all that is written in the 

word, for the more that you do it the more you will prosper.  
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     Now what am I talking about when I say prosper? Are we talking economic prosperity? Are 

we talking vocational success? Well, what does God say? David tells Solomon that if he follows 

the Lord he will what? Succeed in all that he does, wherever he turns. I'm reminded by that of 

Psalm 1 which speaks of the man who delights in God's law, who immerses his mind in God's word 

day and night and says of him 1:3 He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, which 

yields its fruit in its season and its leaf does not wither; and in whatever he does, he prospers. 

Hmm. You know you read that and maybe you think, "That sounds nice, but I can't see it." What is 

the connection? How is it that doing what God says will make you successful in business or 

education or ministry or parenting? It is hard to see the connection isn't it? What does honoring 

your parents have to do with my sales this month? What does not coveting have to do with my 

schoolwork? Human eyes can't see the connection. It's like someone unfamiliar with radio 

transmissions trying to figure out a wireless microphone. At least with these other ones you can see 

the connection but how does this contraption have any influence on what comes out of those 

speakers. I can't see it, I can't understand it, but I learn to take it on faith. The connection is 

invisible but it's obviously there. I remember hearing a brother tell of how he went from being a C 

student to an A student virtually overnight. What was his secret? He pointed to Psalm 1 and claims 

that what made him a successful student was learning to meditate in God's word. Figure that one 

out. You can't see the connection can you, but it’s there.  

    Maybe I can help jump-start your faith by offering a little reason as to why the principle of 

obedience yields the promise of prosperity. I see two reasons. Reason #1 why obedience yields 

success in all areas is because the word of God speaks to all areas. Many people think the Bible 

offers some devotional ditties and a little instruction on how to worship but that is all. Big mistake! 

The Bible teaches us many things on many subjects and sets forth the principles of success that 

apply to anything. The Bible may not be a textbook in modern economics but it does say to respect 

others, to work hard, to follow God's call upon your life vocationally, to not spend all you have but 

to give some away and store up some for tomorrow. It warns us to stay out of debt. If you follow 

those rules will you be financially successful? Under normal circumstances, you will. Sometimes it 

is apparent how obedience leads to prosperity. At other times it is not so apparent. Sometimes lying 

seems the way to go. Sometimes stealing seems the way to go. Sometimes self-gratification seems 

the way to go. That leads us to the second reason obedience leads to prosperity. Reason #2 is 

because of the blessing of God. God honors those who honor him. All things work for good to 



 5 

those who love God. How so? God sees to it. So, when you make those tough decisions in life. 

When you evaluate how to spend your time and how to spend your money, don't leave God out of 

the equation. You know which fast-food restaurant makes more profit than any other? That’s right 

– Chick-fil-A. With God you can get more done with six days of work and a Sabbath than with 

seven working days. With God you can get more done with 90% of your income than with 100. 

With God honesty is more than just a good business policy it secures His favor. 

     You've seen in several Scriptures that God promises success to the man who obeys his 

word. Now I challenge you with this question: Do you believe Him? Without seeing all the 

connections, do you believe Him? The answer is seen in how you live. Are you student of the word 

of God? If you believe meditating in this word and obeying it is the key to life are you in it with 

regularity? How about prayer? You are not likely to pray much unless you believe God. How does 

prayer make me successful? Prayer doesn't seem to get anything done. Prayer, you see, is kind of 

like talking into a wireless mike. We can't see how it makes a difference but God tells us it does. 

Do you believe Him? What about a Sabbath day? God says obey Him and you will succeed; then 

He tells you not to work seven days a week. How can the Christian working six days compete with 

the unbeliever working seven? Don't leave God out of the equation. If you believe the principle of 

obedience you will keep Sabbath, pray and do many other things which God commands. And when 

you do you will find to your delight that your life is coming together like you never dreamed. I 

once heard Jim Rohn say his life was changed by a man who told him was that he would be 

successful in business when he learned to work as hard on himself as he did on his job. Did you get 

that? He said you have to work as hard on yourself, at improving who you are as a person, as you 

do on your job. There are lots of people working hard at their job, spending long hours, with 

limited success because they themselves are not right. Paul said to Timothy I Timothy 4:16a “Pay 

close attention to yourself and to your teaching” Not just to your work, your teaching, but to 

yourself. Do you see that? Proverbs 4:23 Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it flow 

the springs of life. What God is saying there is that everything you do is connected to what you are. 

Every aspect of life flows forth from your inward character - your heart. So you give attention to 

the heart of the matter, work on who you are, not just what you do. The way to success is not hustle 

so much as it is faith and the resulting obedience.  

     Now, I want to apply all this to two groups represented among us. First to those of you who 

feel like you are prospering, that life is sweet. Things are good at the office and the home. It could 
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be that you are prospering in spite of yourself and your disobedience, in which case you are likely 

headed for a major crash. Others of you are enjoying to some degree the fruits of your obedience in 

a flourishing life and that is great. You've seen again today the principle and the price and the 

promise. It is God's word so stay at it and stretch yourself to new growth, to new advances in holy 

living. Don't be satisfied where you are but press on to full maturity and fruitfulness. Take an 

inventory of life and see what God would have you do or change. And then be careful to give the 

glory to God. If you are prospering it is only because of God's grace, because He has given you 

success. Praise Him then and continue in prayerful humble reliance upon the Lord.  

    Now, for those of you who feel you aren't prospering - things are awful at home or at work. 

You are depressed or in debt or unfulfilled in various ways. What does God's word say to you? 

How does the principle of obedience relate to you? I had a guy from outside our church call me one 

day and wanted to talk. He came by and told me he was a Christian but was miserable; he didn't 

have any joy in his life and he couldn't understand what was wrong. As we talked I learned that he 

hadn't been in church in five years, and he was living with his girlfriend. And here he was sitting on 

my couch asking, "Why aren't things going right in my life?" After all he accepted Jesus as his 

Savior eight years ago. Hey, what you did eight 8 years ago does not mean you are exempt from the 

universal law that says you reap what you __? You reap what you sow. That is not the only reality 

in the world. There is grace and there are trials that don’t fit the principle. But most of the time the 

reap and sow principle rules the day. And I find that often we don't want to face that fact. The 

human heart is a spring of excuses. Excuses (RR) Our society is addicted to this drug. Our 

problems come from our parents, or our schooling, or our hormones. Dave Barry wrote an article 

explaining why his home is so plain. He says, “My wife and I were both born without whatever 

brain part it is that enables people to decorate their homes. If we had lived in the Neanderthal era, 

ours would be the only cave without little drawings of elk on the walls. We have learned that 

anything we try to do to improve it will just make it worse, because of all these missing brain parts. 

We do a lot of work with plastic bags. We made curtains for several rooms by taping up dark 

plastic garbage bags. My wife feels guilty about this because she believes women are supposed to 

have this Betty Crocker gland somewhere that secretes a hormone that enables them to sew 

curtains. God knows she has tried. She reads articles, she takes measurements, she even goes to the 

fabric store, but because of what she perceives to be a deficiency of her Betty Crocker gland, she 

never actually produces any curtains. Which is fine because I have a deficiency in my Mr. 
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Goodwrench gland and would never put them up.” (Bad Habits, p. 3) That's classic isn't it? We 

want all our deficiencies to have a physical cause so we don't feel guilty. We love excuses. The lure 

of excuses. Why are you failing? Maybe you are an exception. In a fallen world the reap and sow 

principle is sometimes derailed; maybe you are an exception. Maybe not. In the United States the 

genuine excuses are very limited. Is your problem, in fact, disobedience to God's laws.  “Well,” you 

say, “I haven't committed any big sins, nothing deserving what I'm going thru.” Normally what I 

find is that our failures are not primarily in what we have done but what we have not done --sins of 

omission. The TV and the other American pleasures allow many people to go through life without 

getting in big trouble but without accomplishing much either. Would God punish you for 

something you haven't done? You bet. Remember that fig tree Jesus cursed? In the gospels we read 

of our Lord cursing a certain fig tree. Why? What did that fig tree do to him? It wasn't doing any 

harm was it? What was it doing? Remember? Nothing. It was doing nothing. But it was created to 

bear fruit and because it failed it was cursed. Doing nothing with your life is not an option.  

     So then what can you do now? What should you do now that you've made a mess of your 

finances or your family or your health? Thankfully, with God there is also a principle of grace, and 

to lay hold of that grace we repent. We own our responsibility, our violations, then we turn in 

revulsion from our sin and plead with God to pump it out of our systems. And then by faith we 

obey God, sowing good seed and investing in the principle of obedience. But understand this -

repentance must come and that is hard on the ego. I like how Myron Augsburger defines 

repentance. He contrasts it with the psyche of excuse-making and says, "Repentance is owning 

responsibility for what was, accepting responsibility for what is, and acting responsibly now." 

There are consequences for past sins but the promise of obedience is great and beautiful. Peter told 

the Jews who had killed Jesus Acts 3:19 Repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, 

in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord. Is God that gracious? 

That He would even grant renewing grace to the ones who murdered his Son? Yes, if they repent. 

Hosea said to a similar group of disobedient Jews 600 years before Christ. 6:1,2 "Come, let us 

return to the LORD. For He has torn us, but He will heal us; He has wounded us, but He will 

bandage us. He will revive us after two days; He will raise us up on the third day, that we may live 

before Him. That's what David wanted for his son. That he would live, really live, before His God. 

Living, really living is to Keep the charge of the LORD your God, to walk in His ways, to keep His 

statutes…that you may succeed in all that you do and wherever you turn. Let's pray.  


