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                       Philippians 2:17-30    3-17-19         

Brother, Worker, Soldier 
 

 In 1994 Salton Inc. contacted wrestler Hulk Hogan to request that he attach his name to a 

new indoor grill. He missed the call, so Salton signed boxer George Foreman instead. Too bad for 

Hogan. George has earned $200 million from the George Foreman Grill. Today, we look at an 

investment opportunity that is even greater than the grill. The epistle of the apostle to the church at 

Philippi. We have spent 18 Sundays in our study of Philippians, at an average of two verses per 

week, but this morning, due to the nature of our passage, we will hop ahead 14 big verses. 

17 But even if I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, 

I rejoice and share my joy with you all. 18 You too, I urge you, rejoice in the same way and share 

your joy with me 19 But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, so that I also may 

be encouraged when I learn of your condition. 20 For I have no one else of kindred spirit who will 

genuinely be concerned for your welfare. 21 For they all seek after their own interests, not those of 

Christ Jesus. 22 But you know of his proven worth, that he served with me in the furtherance of the 

gospel like a child serving his father. 23 Therefore I hope to send him immediately, as soon as I see 

how things go with me; 24 and I trust in the Lord that I myself also will be coming shortly. 

25 But I thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow worker and fellow 

soldier, who is also your messenger and minister to my need; 26 because he was longing for you all 

and was distressed because you had heard that he was sick. 27 For indeed he was sick to the point 

of death, but God had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, so that I would not have 

sorrow upon sorrow. 28 Therefore I have sent him all the more eagerly so that when you see him 

again you may rejoice and I may be less concerned about you. 29 Receive him then in the Lord with 

all joy, and hold men like him in high regard; 30 because he came close to death for the work of 

Christ, risking his life to complete what was deficient in your service to me. 

 

In the last many weeks we have plowed through some of the most rich and fertile soil of the word of 

God, dealing with passages of enormous significance and clear and pointed application. But today 

we look at a passage that does not directly address the eternal truths of our faith so much as it gives 

us a peek at the administrative oversight which Paul exercised toward the churches under his charge. 

But even in this passage we see in the way Paul communicates, God’s perspectives on who we are as 

believers and how we relate to each other in the church. There are three men involved here. First, we 

have Paul whom we know very well. He is the author of this letter as well as twelve other New 

Testament books. He is a Jewish Christian of natural and spiritual brilliance and the pre-eminent 

missionary of the first century. At the time of writing he is in Rome. Then too we have Timothy, a 

much younger man, but highly respected in his home-town and in the church at large. He is a 

missionary, a preacher, and the faithful assistant and apprentice to the apostle Paul. And thirdly we 
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have Epaphroditus whom we may call “Ep” for brevity’s sake. Ep is a member of the Philippian 

church who had been sent from them to Paul to carry a gift, a message, and to serve as a special 

minister and servant to Paul while he was in prison. It was in speaking about Ep that Paul uses 

language that grabs our attention and will form the basis for the outline today. In verse 25 he says 25 

But I thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow worker and fellow 

soldier. How rich is that! Three things described this man, as they describe Paul and Timothy as 

well. They are brothers, fellow-workers and fellow-soldiers.  

    First, of all, we see that in Christ we who believe in Him, we who live for Him, we who love 

Him are brothers and sisters. We are family. It doesn’t matter if you are of a different race, or have a 

different accent, if you are Christ’s then we are family. We have the same heavenly Father. We have 

been invaded by that same gracious Spirit. We are brothers and sisters. Now that is really an 

awesome thing, but most of us know from experience, that when we are in a family we tend to forget 

how wonderful it is. Who is it causes you more grief, more heartache, more disappointment than any 

others? Is it not your family? Family life, in a fallen world, is frequently disappointing. That’s true 

with your biological family and it will be true with your church family too. Now, when I experience 

disappointment with my phone company I get a new company. But you don’t relate to your family 

that way. With the phone company there is a contract. With our families there is a union, there is a 

bond. We deal with family members in an entirely different way. I wonder, do you see your 

Christian friends this way? Do you relate to those in your church as family? In our church I am 

typically called Pastor Dan, but you know what they would call me in the Baptist church? Brother 

Dan. In the Episcopal church I would be Father Dan. In our language we recognize that the church is 

a family. But it needs to get beyond our speech and affect our hearts, and how we view each other 

and relate to each other. The real church is a family. 

   Think for a bit about what that means. Most obviously it means that church life is personal. 

You may feel like a robot or a number at work, but at home there are real relationships, real love, 

real affection, real intimacy. Your work can be professional, but home-life is always highly personal. 

Somebody passed on a Calvin and Hobbs book to me, and I’ve been enjoying it. Check out this one. 

Calvin says, “I called Susie a booger-brain after school and she went home crying.” Hobbs replies, 

“Goodness, why would you do that?” Calvin: “I dunno I was just teasing. I didn’t mean for her to 

take the insult personally.” Oh boy. Last I checked, life in the church family is, was, always will be, 

personal. At least we want it to be that until we reject it. You want your elders and pastors and 
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church friends to relate to you in a personal manner, don’t you? Or am I to just be a professional 

pastor, never getting personally involved with the members of the church? When your husband dies, 

or your child runs away, we’ll all come over and weep with you in professional manner. I actually 

had a professor in seminary urge me not to make friends in the church I pastor because it would be 

unprofessional. Boo! Romans 12:10a Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Sounds kind of 

personal to me. My relationship to my phone company is not that. I have a thoroughly consumer 

orientation to my phone company. I don’t love them, they don’t love me. We are just in a mutually 

satisfying contract and if I can enter a better one I will. But that is not how you deal with family. 

Consumers are asking, “what’s in it for me?” That is what guides me as a consumer. But what 

guides me in my family life is love. Love. Romans 12:10a Be devoted to one another in brotherly 

love. Our passage in Philippians is just full of that. Paul speaks of his concern for his friends and 

their concern for others. In verse 27 he talks about Ep almost dying. He says 27 For indeed he was 

sick to the point of death, but God had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, so that I 

would not have sorrow upon sorrow. I really appreciate that verse because here you don’t see Paul 

the mighty apostle, strong and independent. Instead you feel his heart for his brother. Interestingly, 

this passage makes clear that Paul could not just call forth healing any time he wanted, right? Paul 

had raised the dead before, but obviously was unable to help his sick friend, because God heals 

when He chooses. No one, not Paul, not Benny, nobody can simply pray and heal at his own will. 

Brothers can’t always do that for each other, but they can always care and love. That is what Paul, 

Tim and Ep did. That is what you and I are to do too. Family life means love, not consumerism, not 

selfishness, but a close-knit affection one for the other, where we don’t just use family language but 

really deal with each other as brothers and sisters, sons and daughters of our one great Father.  

     Secondly now we see Paul referring to Epaphroditus as his fellow-worker. This brings out 

another dimension of who we are and how we relate doesn’t it? Now, if you are going to be 

someone’s fellow worker, then what has to first be true of you? To be a fellow-worker. You have to 

be a worker. Uh-oh. You gotta be a worker. And workers are people who are engaging their abilities 

and energies toward the accomplishment of certain tasks. This is something God absolutely expects 

us to be. I Corinthians 15:58 Be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 

knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord. And our work is not in vain why? Because the Lord 

is working with us. He is actually called in Scripture our fellow-worker. He’s the Boss to be sure. 

But I Corinthians 3:9a For we are God's fellow worker. And what is the work of God that we are 
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involved in? I Corinthians 3 makes it clear that God’s work that we share in is that of building His 

church, his kingdom. I Corinthians 3:9b You are God’s field, God’s building.   

     Now, if your heart is set toward accomplishing a certain task, a certain mission, toward 

harvesting a field or building a building, or raising up a church, how do you feel toward the people 

who work with you toward those same ends? There is a natural bond there. There is deep 

appreciation. I can assure you, Jill Benson gets excited when someone comes on board to assist with 

VBS and to help make that ministry great. My friend, listen – this is the work that God is doing. He 

is building His church. And He calls you, indeed, He offers to you the incredible opportunity of 

sharing with Him in that greatest of all enterprises, in doing something to affect people for eternity. 

We do as a church of Jesus Christ, does exactly that. It impacts people forever and in the most 

important ways imaginable. When my thinking is Biblical and straight, I don’t hesitate, as a pastor, 

to invite you and exhort you into this church project because in so doing, you are given an 

opportunity you just can’t get anywhere.  

    Take in for a minute the perspective offered in our text. Look at how Paul writes here. When 

he speaks of Timothy he says man oh man, I want to send Timothy to help you and lead you because 

he is such a caring man. He is invested in the work. In saying that Paul contrasts him with those who 

have a selfish attitude about their work in the church. One thing that grieves me to hear is people in 

ministry complaining about how tough it is to be a pastor. Oh, what a rough calling we have! I want 

to say, Come on! Listen, I have my moments of self-pity too, but generally I feel blessed beyond 

words that I get to invest my life to the extent I do in the work of the gospel. I am working on the 

God project! And, in addition to Him, I have the finest fellow-workers in the world. Paul spoke that 

way of Tim. He said 22 you know of his proven worth, that he served with me in the furtherance of 

the gospel like a child serving his father. You ever see a little boy working with his dad, and just 

delighting in that – just thrilled to be able to hold the other end of a board for his dad? That boy may 

get over that someday huh? Yeah they often do. But a child of God does not. Paul appreciated the 

work of his friend Timothy, as he did the work of Ep.  

    Then too he speaks of his own attitude in verse 17 even if I am being poured out as a drink 

offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice and share my joy with you all. Any 

idea what a drink offering is? It could refer to the consumption of wine in the offering of sacrifice, 

but here it talks about a drink offering that was poured out. This was a minor element of Old 

Testament sacrifice. Along with the animal, the sheep or the bull, a drink or libation offering, usually 
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a little wine would be poured out upon the alter. And you can imagine what happened to the wine 

poured on the hot, burning altar. It hit, and fizzed and spit and then it was gone – a little tiny “extra” 

offered to the Lord. And here Paul is saying, if I and my very life-blood are poured out as a drink-

offering, as an insignificant fizz upon the sacrifice of your faith, I rejoice. That is a perspective of 

humility. Paul is thinking that he did not need great praise, or great rewards, or great titles, that all 

the greatness his labor needed was the greatness of the work itself – the advancement of their faith, 

and the glory of His Lord in His church.  

     Question – are you a worker for the Lord? Huh? Can you be called like Ep was, a “fellow-

worker?” So many of you can. I was talking to someone a few months ago who asked me what 

percentage of the members of our church have some type of job, some type of ministry they are 

doing, and I said, that I think it is about 70% of the adults who do have a position of regular service. 

They are on the finance team or help with Children and Worship or usher or work in sound crew or 

volunteer in our worship team. I think its higher than 70% but this guy was amazed. Wow! he said. 

He was so jealous of me that I get to pastor a church like that, with so many fellow-workers. And I 

thought about his response and I started getting jealous of me too. What a privilege to work 

alongside you people, and alongside our Lord, in the most amazing, the biggest and most significant 

enterprise in history, the calling forth and perfecting of the bride of God’s Son. I plead with you not 

to let yourself be left out of the work Christ is doing in and thru His church. Be a brother and be a 

fellow-worker. 

     Next up we look at that third title Paul gave to Ep when he called him his fellow-soldier. When 

you speak with men who have endured actual combat you discover that they have amazing bonds 

with others who have endured the same, who, having gone to battle, having risked life and limb with 

a team of other marines or soldiers. Such men speak of how deep those relationships among the 

soldiers get in a very short time. When you are under attack there is nobody more precious to you 

than those fellow-soldiers. At that moment you need a warrior who is covering your back in the 

battle. I remember when I went to Promise Keepers many years ago that we sang a song about men 

relating face to face as brothers, and then side to side as workers, and then back to back as warriors. 

It said, face to face, brother to brother, side by side, working together, back to back, defending each 

other. Brother, fellow-worker, fellow-soldier. That covers it all doesn’t it? Epaphroditus was all of 

that to Paul. We’ve considered what it means to be brothers, and to be fellow-workers. What does it 

mean to be fellow-soldiers?  
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     I have to start the same place I did with our last point. To be a fellow-soldier, you have to be a 

what? A soldier. I love the hymn that asks, Who Is on the Lord’s Side? It says not for weight of 

glory, nor for crown or palm, enter we the army, raise the warrior psalm. It goes on. Fierce may be 

the conflict, strong may be the foe. But the King’s own army none can overthrow. Joyfully enlisting 

by Thy grace divine. We are on the Lord’s side, Savior we are Thine. Have you done your joyful 

enlisting yet? Have you come to understand that life in this world is a very serious and dangerous 

business? Many are the wounded and many are the slain. I don’t know what it does to you when you 

see the news and read about 25 more dead in Syria, or you read about villages being wiped out in the 

Sudan or you read about a bus-load of students crashing and dying, but for me it is a call to arms. It 

is a stark reminder that life is serious because we are in a war. The enemy of our souls prowls about 

like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour. We are under attack, but what may be more 

important to understand is that we are on the offensive too. We are the ones taking the battle to the 

enemy. Listen to II Corinthians 10:3-5 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to 

the flesh, 4 for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the 

destruction of fortresses. 5 We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against 

the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ. Man is 

that an awesome calling?! Hardly an easy one. This is a mission impossible kind of deal. We are 

seeking to break down the gates of hell and set free those held captive by deceit. And doing that is a 

dangerous business. In the last verses of Philippians two, the apostle commends our buddy Ep, 

saying he is worthy of honor in the churches, because he came close to death in the work of Christ, 

risking his life. Risking his life. I am not sure how exactly he did that, but this brother not only gets 

called a fellow-soldier, he gets a purple heart for his valor in the spiritual war. Paul says to hold men 

like him in high regard. Count me in on that. I remember hearing a sermon by Josef Tson, a 

Romanian pastor who was imprisoned and threatened and exiled by the former communist 

government in that country. He is a genuine Christian hero. When men or women move ahead in the 

face of danger, in the service of country or the gospel, it is right that we honor them.  

    Now admittedly for most of us the dangers are of the invisible variety, but those can be the 

most deadly. Our enemy pulls us down with lusts and addictions and pride and sloth and bitterness. 

And if we are fellow-soldiers part of what that means is that we are looking out for each other. 

Fellow soldiers warn one another when they see the enemy coming. That means we may have to say 

some things to you that you don’t want to hear. We always prefer a message of peace, peace when 
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there is no peace. But if I have your back I am saying, Brother, those habits you are sowing in your 

life can be very destructive. I can see how the enemy might use those to bring you down. Be alert! Is 

that fun to hear? No. But the danger of not issuing the warning is too great.  

    Our son owns a set of DVDs that tell the story of Easy Company of the US Army Airbourne 

Paratrooper division and their mission in France during World War II. Do you know the name of the 

mini-series produced about Easy Company? It is called Band of Brothers. Soldiers ideally develop a 

brotherly affection toward one another. But there is a peculiar context to the fellowship of soldiers. It 

is a fellowship forged under pressure, the pressure of a drill sergeant, the pressure of physical and 

emotional fatigue, and the pressure of combat, of having a common enemy that is out to destroy you.  

Those bring people together better than coffee and doughnuts ever will. Get in the battle for truth 

and for Jesus and you will find yourself drawn to those who are fighting with you. Fellowship is for 

fellow-soldiers. We do things in the church to help bring people together in fellowship. We hold 

dinners, and serve coffee in the lobby. But all we do there is set up the context to meet. Real depth of 

fellowship takes place in our small groups when we battle together in prayer over a wayward child 

or a wife with cancer or a struggle with pornography or anger. Real depth of fellowship occurs when 

we come together mutually committed to accomplishing our King’s mission and striving together for 

the gospel. How big a goal is that? Huh? How important is getting the gospel into the ears and hearts 

of sinners? Friend that is an objective worthy of all we are and have. The tagline for the mini-series 

Band of Brothers happens to be this: They depended on each other. And the world depended on 

them. Can that be said of the church? Why I believe it can. The world needs us to be all that we can 

be and to be that, we need each other. We need brothers. We need fellow-workers. We need fellow-

soldiers.  

    Years ago I read an article by Jim Dethmer about the church in which he astutely noted that the 

church functions in three forms – as community, as corporation and as cause. By this he means that 

we are a like a family and like a business and like an army – all three. At times this causes conflict 

for us because the values of one are not the values of the other. But we are called to hold all of those 

values in a creative tension that will honor the Lord. We are to grow as a family, in supportive love 

of one another, sharing and caring together. We are to grow as workers, building mature Christians, 

building the Lord’s church, each of us finding our role on the team and serving with excellence. 

Then too we are to grow as soldiers, aggressively working together to take every thought captive for 

Christ, while we beat back the onslaught of lies that the enemy throws at us. And hey, it is awesome 
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to be any and all of these things. It is awesome. I once heard a pastor of one of the larger churches in 

our country say that among the staff at his church they have this little ritual. In the midst of ministry 

planning, or facing crises together, they will stop and hold hands and together they will say, “We get 

to do this together!” The this refers to the greatest mission ever given, the highest calling. And “we 

get to do this together!” It is the building and bonding of the family of God. It is the establishment 

and growth and perfecting of the church which is the bride and the body of Christ. It is the 

overthrow of sin and lies with holiness and truth. The capturing of new ground for the kingdom of 

the Lord Christ. And “we get to do this together!” Sister and Brother, fellow-worker, fellow-soldier. 

Say it with me one last time. “We get to do this together!” Let’s pray. 

 

 

 


