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Philippians 2:9-11 2-10-19 

The Lordship of Christ 
 

 

 The epistle of the apostle to the church at Philippi. Chapter 2:5-11  

5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the 

form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking 

the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a 

man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 For 

this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every 

name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on 

earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father.  

 

Acts 1:8 You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My 

witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the 

earth. We have taken that verse and exhorted Christian people to be witnessing for Jesus, to be 

telling your friends about Jesus, to go to the remotest parts of the earth to tell people about Jesus. 

And every year Christians spend billions of dollars to tell other people about Jesus. But, what, with 

all that money, and with all those people, what are we telling people about Jesus? Romans 10:14 

How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom 

they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? And so Christian friend, let’s get 

out there and preach about Jesus. But, what, you say, shall I preach about Jesus? Good question. 

Now, how does all this relate to Philippians 2:9-11? In this way – in these verses Paul is telling us 

some things about Jesus. And what does our passage say about Him? It says that He has been 

exalted, it says that He has been given a great name, it says He will be honored. The sum and 

conclusion of it all is that He is Lord. These verses are all about Lordship, the Lordship of Jesus. 

And this message of our verse 11 was the message of the apostles and of the early church and their 

witnessing, their preaching was a proclamation of Lordship, a proclamation of Lordship.  

     One of the most fascinating and profitable Bible studies you can ever do is to go through the 

book of Acts and study the evangelism of the early church. What did the apostles preach? Go with 

me as I lead us in a quick look at some of their sermons. Acts 2:32-36 This Jesus God raised up 

again, to which we are all witnesses. 33 "Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, 

and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which 

you both see and hear. 34 "For it was not David who ascended into heaven, but he himself says: 
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'THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, 35 UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES 

A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET. 36 "Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that 

God has made Him both Lord and Christ--this Jesus whom you crucified.” You can see in this first 

apostolic sermon the outline of the message throughout Acts. It goes this way: Verse 32 – Jesus is 

risen from the dead. Verse 33 – He has now ascended to His place of exaltation and Kingship. Verse 

36 – Jesus is Lord. Verse 38 – Therefore, the conclusion, you must repent. The same pattern is in 

Acts 5:30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by hanging Him on a 

cross. Resurrection. 31a He is the one whom God exalted. Exaltation. 31b To His right hand as a 

Prince and a Savior. He is Lord. 31c To grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. Repent. 

Acts 10:39-41 We are witnesses of all the things He did both in the land of the Jews and in 

Jerusalem. They also put Him to death by hanging Him on a cross. 40 "God raised Him up on the 

third day and granted that He become visible, 41 not to all the people, but to witnesses who were 

chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead.  

The resurrection is the evidence, the proof of the message. But what is the message?  42 And He 

ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this is the One who has been 

appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead. We don’t just preach Jesus Savior on a cross, 

we preach Jesus Judge on a throne. One more example from Acts 17:30 having overlooked the times 

of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent. He turns the 

order around here and says to repent first, but then look why they should repent 31 because He has 

fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has 

appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead. The apostles argue that 

Jesus rose again. That is the proof of His Lordship. They reason this way: Before Jesus died He told 

everyone that He is God, that He would rule the world and that He would be killed and yet rise again 

from the dead on the third day. He also said His resurrection would validate His claim. And you 

know what? He did it, to the letter. Now, if a man can make His kind of claims, live His kind of life, 

die His kind of death and rise again, I’m gonna believe Him. He’s won my trust. But, if you want to 

object because you don’t believe in miracles you’ve got a problem because if you say Jesus did not 

rise again you are stuck with having to explain how twelve men called the apostles could give their 

lives in brutal deaths for preaching a message they knew was a lie. That is absurd! The resurrection 

is a fact! And no recognized religious leader ever claimed to be God, not Moses, Buddha, 

Mohammed or Confucius, only Jesus, and for sure, only Jesus Christ rose from the grave.  
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      But the apostles not only preached that Jesus rose, they preached what Paul said in 

Philippians 2:9. God exalted Him, made Him Judge, and what does Paul say? He gave Him a name. 

Your name in ancient cultures indicated your status. Your name equaled your power. Ephesians 1:21 

says God raised Jesus above every name that is named, and again, God bestowed on Him, the name 

that is above every name. What was it? Not Jesus. Not Christ. Not Savior, but Lord – kurios . 

This was the message of the apostles: Jesus is Lord. He is above everyone. He is King. And this was 

the message that got the Christians into hot water with Rome. In Acts 17, we read of persecution 

encountered in Thessalonica, 17:6-7 they began dragging Jason and some brethren before the city 

authorities, shouting, "These men who have upset the world have come here also; 7 and Jason has 

welcomed them, and they all act contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, 

Jesus.” The greatest battle of the first century was this: King Jesus vs. King Caesar and the thing that 

eventually sent thousands of believers to their death was their refusal to acknowledge the preeminent 

lordship of Caesar. Very often the procedure of Roman soldiers was to line Christians up and require 

for their release that they say two words: kaiser kurios. Caesar is lord. Very simple, but for the 

Christian, impossible. The Christian knew the King of Kings and Lord of Lords and that name, Lord, 

belonged to His Savior. Not Kaiser Kurios, but Jesu Kurios.  

    I've read the story of the man, Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna in the second century AD. 

Polycarp was an old, respected saint, 86 years of age. But soldiers hauled him off to Rome to stand 

trial. And there he was before this tribunal where the judge said, “Polycarp, we'll set you free, Old 

Man, all you have to do is say, “Away with the atheists" (because they called the Christians 

"atheists" since they rejected the Roman gods.) So, Polycarp turns to the crowd of pagans gathered, 

points at them and says, “away with the atheists." The judge, a bit perturbed with him now said, 

“Polycarp, look, we don't want to hurt one hair of your aged head. All you have to do is say, “Kaiser 

Kurios." Polycarp looked at that crowd and said,"80 and 6 years have I served Him and He has never 

been unfaithful to me. How can I now renounce my King. "Jesu ho Kurios" and they burned him at 

the stake. Jesus is Lord. 

     That was the simplest creed of the early church. The gospel of the early church was Romans 

10:9 if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him 

from the dead, you will be saved. I wonder, is that the message you believed when you became a 

Christian? Is that the proclamation you hear from pulpits today? I wonder if the modern church 

adequately represents this biblical emphasis. It seems to me that we have preached much of a 
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suffering Savior, much about one who will be your friend, but little about a risen, reigning Lord. We 

want people to accept Jesus as Savior, but we don’t hear much about submitting to Him as Lord. AW 

Tozer writes that the whole “accept Christ” attitude is likely to be wrong. It shows Christ applying 

to us rather than us to Him. It makes Him stand hat-in-hand awaiting our verdict on Him instead of 

our kneeling with troubled hearts awaiting His verdict on us. It may even permit us to accept Christ 

by an impulse of mind or emotions, painlessly, at no loss to our ego and no inconvenience to our 

usual way of life. You see, to accept the gift of a suffering Savior is easy, but to accept a risen, ruling 

Lord is another thing altogether. It means change. It means a revolution in one’s life. 70 years ago 

the notorious gangster, Mickey Cohen, heard Billy Graham and grew interested in Christ, but made 

no profession until later a friend urged him to invite Jesus into his life. This he professed to do, but 

he gave no evidence of repentance. He continued as a gangster and when his friend confronted him 

about it, Cohen said, You never said I would have to give up my work! And he’s right – the modern 

gospel says little or nothing about repentance and the acceptance of Christ as Lord of life. This is 

why Madonna or Lady Gaga can proclaim that Jesus is their homeboy, their buddy, their pal, when 

submission to Jesus as Lord of life is a foreign concept. And when we leave this out we preach a 

truncated, half-gospel. II Corinthians 4:5a We do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord. We 

preach Jesus as what? II Corinthians 4:5-6 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, 

and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of 

darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of 

God in the face of Christ. Our gospel should present Jesus the Lord who reigns in glory with God. I 

remember the theme of the 1979 Urbana conference, the once great missionary conference in 

Illinois. The 79 theme was Declare His Glory Among the Nations. I liked that and I tell you that is 

the proclamation of His lordship and that was the gospel of the early church. Their point was not 

primarily that Jesus is Savior, but that He is King. A woman in Denver went into a jewelry store and 

wanted to buy a gold cross. The salesman behind the counter asked her, “What kind do you want? A 

plain one, or the kind with the little man on it?" That's how many view Jesus - a little man on a cross. 

Many of you wear a cross and it is a fitting symbol of our faith, but I have often thought instead of 

wearing a little throne on a chain in hope that people might ask me what it's for and I could explain 

that Jesus is no longer on a cross. He now sits on a throne as the Universal King and Eternal Judge. 

This is the message of the New Testament, the proclamation of His lordship.  
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     Now, the second thing I want you to notice from our text in Philippians 2 is the recognition 

of His lordship. I have been talking about Christ’s objective Lordship. He is Lord whether you say 

so or not, whether you like it or not. He has been exalted. This is the emphasis of the New 

Testament. I could take all day showing you this – you study it for yourself. It is taught all over. In I 

Peter 3:22, Ephesians 1:20-23, Romans 8:34, Matthew 22:44, 26:64, 28:19. Mark 12:36, 14:62 and 

16:19. Luke 2:42f, 22:69, Acts 2:34f, 5:31f, 7:55, 17:31, I Corinthians 15:25, Colossians 3:1, 

Hebrews 1:3, 8:1, 10:12f, 12:2f, Revelation 3:21, Revelation chapters 5 and 6, and 19:16. It’s all 

over. Jesus is King. He rules now. But there is a problem because men don’t acknowledge His 

kingship. Although it exists in reality His kingship is not yet fully revealed. Hebrews 2:8 YOU 

HAVE PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET." For in subjecting all things to 

him, He left nothing that is not subject to him. But now we do not yet see all things subjected to him. 

No, not yet. We acknowledge that Jesus is the Head of the church, in the church, but the mass of 

men refuse to accept His rule. They have stood against the appointment of God and continued in 

their own way. And for a season, God will allow it. For a time His plan is to let men defy His 

kingship. But Jesus said to his enemies, even in the hour of his trial, in Matthew 26:64b hereafter 

you will see THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER, and COMING ON 

THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN." In Matthew 24:30 the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, 

and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON 

THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory. The operative word in both of those texts 

is the word, “see." The coronation of Christ has already occurred. He is already the glorified King, 

who reigns in heaven, but someday everyone is going to see it. There is coming a day when the 

lordship of Christ will be revealed and on that day everyone will acknowledge it. Those in heaven 

and on earth and under the earth – that covers them all. Every knee will bow, every tongue confess 

that Jesus is Lord. My almanac tells me that right now that means about 15 billion bowing knees, 7.5 

billion confessing tongues. What a wonderful day that will be! Jesus will get the glory He is due! 

What a wonderful day! But not for everyone. This truth does not mean that everyone will then be 

converted and go to heaven. No-no. The passage says they will confess or acknowledge His lordship. 

It doesn’t say they will like it. But their proud hearts will be weak and their bowing may be 

voluntary or involuntary. You can live in hell with broken knees but you will bow before the Lord. I 

think Paul knew something of this involuntary bowing. When in pride and anger he walked the 

Damascus road, Jesus appeared to him in a light and Paul dropped to his knees on the ground and 
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said, “Who are thou Lord?” He didn’t know Him as Savior but before Christ he bowed and said, 

“whoever you are, I know you are Lord.” So, it will be when every knee bows. That is the day of the 

recognition of Christ's Lordship. For some it will be an awful day. But for those who know Him, 

what a glory, what a hope! One of our hymns says, “Look ye saints, the sight is glorious. See the 

man of Sorrows now, from the fight, returned victorious,  every knee to Him shall bow. Crown Him 

(RRR) Crowns become the Victor's brow."  

    So, now we have considered the proclamation of His lordship. That began at Pentecost. Then 

the recognition of His lordship, that is to come at the end of time. But I move now to talk about 

something that can only take place in your lifetime. That is the reception of His lordship. Jesus is 

Lord. That’s a fact you cannot adjust, but is He your Lord? He rules, have you accepted His rule 

over yourself? Unless you do, you are living in a false world; you are at discord with reality. Maybe 

you say, "Oh, well, yes preacher I was baptized when I was a little boy. I walked an aisle when I was 

in youth group." That is all well and good my friend, but it is not the issue at hand. I asked if Jesus is 

your Lord. Have you made the King your King. Does Christ Jesus rule in your life? In Mark 10 there 

is the story of a rich, young man who came to Jesus wanting eternal life. Mark 10:17 a man ran up 

to Him and knelt before Him, and asked Him, "Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?  

He said he believed in Jesus, so Jesus put him to the test. He said to him, “Go and see all your 

possessions, and give the money to the poor and come follow me.” This was the crisis moment in 

this man’s life. Who would rule it? Jesus or himself. And the sad, horribly sad answer was that the 

man went away grieved because he had much property. And notice, my friend, that Jesus let him go. 

Why? Didn’t Jesus care? Oh, the text says Jesus loved him, but Christ never offered Himself as 

Savior unless He also came as Lord. Walter Chantry says, Christ knew nothing of the man-made 

modern suggestion that taking Jesus as Lord is optional. For Him it was no second step which is 

essential for great blessings but unnecessary for entering God’s kingdom. The altered message of 

today has deceived men and women by convincing them that Jesus will gladly be a Savior even to 

those who refuse to follow Him as Lord. It simply is not the truth. Jesus’ invitation to salvation is, 

“Come, follow Me.” Practical acknowledgement of Jesus’ lordship, yielding to His rule by 

following, is the very fiber of saving faith. Unless you bow to Christ’s scepter, you will not receive 

the benefits of Christ’s sacrifice. Do not be deceived. Jesus must be your Lord, the Master of your 

life.  
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     Lordship! It is a demanding thing. That’s why it is often ignored. That is why you may not 

hear it preached, at least not with any teeth. AW Tozer says the Lordship of Christ is not quite 

forgotten among Christians, but it has been relegated to the hymnal where all responsibility toward 

it may be discharged in a glow of pleasant religious emotion. We sure can sing about the lordship of 

Jesus, but does it go deeper than that? Does it affect your behavior? In Matthew 7 Jesus says that on 

judgment day many will call him Lord. Many will expect to enter heaven but will be sadly surprised 

because they did not establish Him as Lord in their hearts. And He comes to us as Lord, or He does 

not come to us at all. Some of you have said, Yes, Lord but your fingers are crossed behind your 

back. John 3:36 He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will 

not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him. There are but two classes of people, and if you 

don’t own Jesus as your Lord you are in the group that is under wrath. Salvation is through faith, 

yes, but not your kind of faith. Yours is dead, yours is worthless if Jesus is not your Lord.  

   Jesus is Lord. Reception of His Lordship. Please understand what this means. To have Christ 

as Lord means that He is boss. He calls the shots. He gets His way. When you have a conflict 

between your will and God's will, which is preeminent? When you want to watch that dirty show on 

the internet and Jesus says, "No" what do you do? When you want to hold a grudge and Jesus says, 

"forgive" what do you do? When you want to buy a new toy and Jesus says to give, what do you do? 

You obey Him in the nuts and bolts details of life. He determines what you believe and what you do 

and where your money goes. Now that we understand each other, is Jesus your Lord? Maybe you 

agree with me that He is exalted like Paul says. You aren't a skeptic. You believe He is Lord of all 

but have you made Him my Lord. That little pronoun makes all the difference in the world. At least 

it makes all the difference in your world. Maybe you are a church member and you've said the words 

but you know in your heart you've never really let go of the reigns of your life. Your lifestyle still 

shows that you're the boss. I invite you to come today to your Lord. I've got news for you. You are 

going to meet Jesus Christ someday. You will meet Him, someday, but when and how is up to you. 

You can meet Him as Lord and Judge in time to come or you may meet Him as Lord and Savior 

today. 

       Do you really believe that Jesus is the Savior? Do you really believe that He is Lord? Then is 

there any reason why He should not be your Savior and your Lord right now? Today I'm going to 

give an invitation. You don’t need to come to the front of the church, Jesus is present right where 

You are. But, if you know when you came in here this morning that Christ was not your Lord will 
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you receive Him right now? Turn away from sin. Turn to the Lord who can forgive you and give you 

new and eternal life. Won’t you say to Him, Jesus, I know you are the eternal King, exalted above 

all. You are Lord. Now will You come to be my Lord, Lord of my body, Lord of my mind, Lord of my 

emotions, my family, my time, my wallet, my mouth. You are Lord.  

        If you do know this King enthroned on high, let's place ourselves anew at His feet. Pledge 

Him your allegiance once again and declare with Paul that Jesus is over all. Amen. Let’s pray and if 

you can do so comfortably I encourage you to slip out of your seat and bow before King Jesus as you 

pray: If you have knelt to accept Jesus as Lord, confess to Him your sin, tell Him you desire to follow 

and ask for His strength, His help. Let’s sing the little chorus, He is Lord. … Our Savior, Jesus, how 

we pray that You would just now subdue hearts to yourself, break down the barriers of pride and 

unbelief, reveal yourself in all your saving, ruling glory to one, to two, to a dozen persons here 

today. Win for Yourself disciples, worshippers, servants. We give to you our hearts, for you to 

subdue, all this is not holy, all that is not true. Jesus, You are the Captain of our Salvation, our 

Sovereign Lord and we rejoice to be your subjects. Reign over each of us without rival. Master, use 

our lives and lips to declare your glory among the nations until you come again in triumph with all 

the angels in power and great glory. We long for your appearing. Even now, Come Lord Jesus.  

Please continue in a spirit of prayer. Now, if you are ready, sincerely, this very hour to turn from 

your sin and embrace Jesus as the Lord and Master of your life, if you aren’t sure you have ever 

done that, but you are ready to do that now, would you please confess that, simply by raising your 

hand? Listen, that is a very personal commitment you are making, but it’s not to be a private one. 

You let some others in on that, right away, some who will rejoice in what you have done and can 

help you grow under the blessed rule of Christ Jesus.  

 

 


