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Philippians 2:1-2 1-20-19 

Unity 

  

 We read again from the epistle of the apostle to the church at Philippi as we pick up our 

study where we left off before Christmas. 2:1-3 Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if 

there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and 

compassion, 2 make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united 

in spirit, intent on one purpose. 3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of 

mind regard one another as more important than yourselves. Wouldn’t it be great to be in a 

fellowship of believers, who genuinely love each other, who are working together, supporting each 

other in their various endeavor of ministry? That is the design of the apostle’s words in our text. 

Let’s consider then what God says to us about unity by looking at unity disturbed, desired, defined, 

and developed.  

    We begin with unity disturbed. It’s apparent that there was some quarreling going on among 

the Philippian believers. Now, Philippi was a good church. In Philippians 4:1 Paul calls them his joy 

and crown. He really delighted in their faithful witness. But, it was not a perfect church. How do I 

know? Well, in the very next verse in chapter 4, he says 4:2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to 

live in harmony in the Lord. And when you consider Paul’s exhortations that we read from chapter 

two, it is obvious that something was rotten in Macedonia. The Christians in Philippi were not 

enjoying peace and the cause of this enmity, this quarrelling, was what? What do you think? What 

does James says is the source of quarrels and conflict? James 4:1-2b What is the source of quarrels 

and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members? 2 You 

lust and do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and 

quarrel. That is the cause of the problem and so for the cure Paul prescribes 2:3a Do nothing from 

selfishness or empty conceit. It was conceit and selfishness that led to quarrels and it is no different 

in churches today. It is the big Ego that leads to strife. When conflicts arise that is a time to 

scrutinize carefully your own heart, to discern your own unhealthy motivations and to do what you 

can to eliminate your selfish contribution to disunity among believers.  

     You know, disunity in the church family is really a tacky, ugly thing. Remember when we 

looked at 1:27 about how your profession of faith and your lifestyle can clash like purple plaids and 

green stripes? An unworthy walk doesn’t match a Christian confession. Well, disunity is just one 

result of such unworthy conduct. And just as Psalm 133 says, Behold, how good and pleasant it is 
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from brothers to dwell together in unity. You can turn that around and say, Behold how bad and 

yucky it is for brothers to dwell together in conflict. It is tacky and yucky because it is completely 

inconsistent with our doctrine. We talk all about grace, mercy, love, forgiveness, reconciliation. And 

yet, the very ones who claim to love and be loved unconditionally can’t get along? Strange, but 

mostly sad to think that our lives may be so utterly unaffected and unrelated to what we say we 

believe. Some don’t even see the contradiction. They are unable or else unconcerned about relating 

truth to life. They have two separate categories: what I believe or know and what I do. And never the 

twain do meet.  

    Now, I think you know that your life is to reflect and compliment your beliefs. I think the 

Philippians knew that too. And that explains verse one of our text 1 Therefore if there is any 

encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if 

any affection and compassion. This is an “if-then” statement, but there is no uncertainty about the 

“if.” The truths of the proposition in verse one are beyond argument. You could almost translate the 

“if” as “since.” Since there is encouragement, consolation, fellowship, affection and compassion.  

Now, what is Paul getting at in all this stuff? Well, as I studied this verse and the terms in it. What I 

found was that, except for the minutest differences, Paul is saying the same thing in all four of his 

“ifs.” These are not hard distinctions. This is the repetition of earnestness. Paul is using a bit of 

logical and dramatic overkill because his purpose in verse one is to show how utterly foolish, 

contradictory and un-Christian quarreling is. He is presenting his exhortation in such a way that sin 

is shown in the full display of its folly and illogic. Verse one is a list of agreed-on truths, and verse 

two a list of duties, and the first demands the last. Verse one is true, therefore verse two must follow.  

     The truth Paul is highlighting in verse one is that in Christ we have consolation, comfort, 

mercy and common bonds. And to turn from those truths and squabble with a brother or sister 

doesn’t make sense. I once heard Christian psychologist Larry Crabb discussing the practical and 

emotional implications of a belief in heaven. He showed how despair and dejection don’t fit with a 

belief in heaven. He has some of his Christian clients repeat this formula: I believe that I am going to 

be in heaven forever and ever, but if I don’t get a raise I’ll just be miserable. Sounds pretty foolish 

doesn’t it? Saying it that way really highlights and dramatizes illogical thinking. This is just what 

Paul does in our text. He gets the positive confession from them in verse one and it is obvious after 

that that if verse two is not followed then they have been inconsistent. But many will say, “I believe 

there is love, compassion, oneness in Christ, but I’m not about to forget what so and so said to me 
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last week.” Or, “I believe there is love, compassion, oneness in Christ, but if we don’t start the 

ministry I like, I’m gonna leave the church.” It sounds foolish. It is foolish, inconsistent, 

contradictory, illogical. But so we are when we bicker and our Christian unity is disturbed.  

    The second thing to see in the text is unity desired. Paul exhorts his friends to be one and he 

does so by including a polite imperative in verse 2 where he says, make my joy complete. I have 

discovered from the Scriptures that our peace and contentment in life should be based wholly upon 

our trust in God. What men do should not bother our peace. But that’s not as true of our joy. I read 

Paul saying, you, the people of God, are my joy. He asks them to make his joy full, to fill up his joy-

cup. The apostle John writes III John 4 I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children 

walking in the truth. In other words, how Christians behave can truly affect our measure of joy. For 

the apostle, these Philippian Christians were a source of great joy. But, he says, my joy cup is not 

full. I have heard reports of enmity and dissension and this fact marred and scarred the witness of the 

church. Paul’s desire was that they walk worthy of the gospel by living in harmony.  

   That is my desire for us too. I hope it is yours. Do you value your relationships with brothers 

and sisters enough to pursue peace when that is threatened? Enough to have some hard, 

uncomfortable conversations? Enough to listen patiently and humbly to someone who is unhappy 

with something you have done or failed to do? I hope disunity, when and if it appears in our church, 

will disturb you enough to provoke you to do what you can to make it right. In a few moments, I 

want us to consider how to develop and keep oneness. But first you must understand its importance 

and you must, with Paul and our Lord, desire it.  

     Now, before we look at unity developed we must consider unity defined. At this point, I 

think it may be helpful to make a few comments on the matter of organizational unity as opposed to 

relational unity. The contemporary church scene is multi-denomination, multi-church. Most of you 

drove past several churches to come here this morning. And besides churches, there are a myriad of 

Christian organizations for fellowship and ministry. It is clear enough that the body of Christ is not 

one in an organizational sense. Some people are deeply bothered by that. There is something about 

our organizational diversity that doesn’t sit well with many of us. And indeed, it does seem to me to 

be less than ideal, less than a perfect situation. But, it is very strange that some people blame this 

alleged problem on “denominations.” Those wicked denominations or abominations, they call them, 

that divide Christians. And the solution of the anti-denominationalist, interestingly, is to start an 

independent, non-denominational church. Fascinating! In their protest of institutional disunity they 



 4 

start a group that is, on principle, unified with no one. Understand that denominations are collections 

of individual churches that are united, that are working together organizationally. I should think that 

would be viewed as a positive thing by those in favor of organizational unity. But I would also 

suggest that, relatively speaking, this type of disunity, organizational disunity or separation, is not 

that big a problem. We may not be organizationally united with the folks at New Community or 

Orchard Hill, but there is no ugliness or discord, or animosity either – that I know of. We work 

together with them in a number of ways. In fact, my experience has been very sweet with Christians 

in other churches – very sweet, very respectful and brotherly. A far bigger problem than 

organizational disunity is relational disunity. It is the problem of Christians not getting along in their 

own church or within their own ministry and it is relational unity that the apostle concerns himself 

with in our text.  

    In verse two we have a list of four things that make up unity. They are 2 being of the same 

mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. First, we are to be like-

minded, to share the same doctrine, to live by the same values. Why not? We have the same Lord 

and the same Bible, and, to the degree, this one Lord controls my mind and your mind we will walk 

in agreement, certainly on the major matters. The more we submit to Jesus as Lord, the more alike 

we will become. You see, if two Biblical Christians applied to an online dating service, it seems 

rather certain that they will rate as compatible, whether rich or poor, tall or short, whatever they may 

be. Because the computer will find a similarity in beliefs, in ethics, in values, in goals, in the most 

critical areas. These two Christians would have the same mind. They would also have the same love. 

The unifying love is our love for Jesus. And if you love Jesus supremely then you will love those 

who love Him. The one thing that should most influence your compatibility level with someone is 

his or her attitude toward Christ. Any friend of Jesus is a friend of mine. And any enemy of Jesus is 

what? Uh-oh! Brethren, I tell you, our love for Christ should so dominate our lives that we would 

register incompatible with anyone who does not love Him. The greatest argument I ever heard 

against marrying or dating a non-believer is the questions I once heard asked by a retreat speaker: 

Why would you want to spend four hours or a lifetime with someone who does not love Christ? Do 

you think that makes sense? But, listen, neither does it make sense for you to be at odds with one 

who loves Christ.  

      So, unity is to think alike, to love alike, and then to be united, one in spirit and also in 

purpose. That last phrase really means to set your mind on one thing. It brings up a picture of strong 
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conviction, resulting in a clear purpose. This is unity. You know, I think one of the things that leads 

to tension among Christians is that we have strong convictions, and this can lead to quarrels if we 

focus on our differences. But usually I see Christians agreeing on their ultimate goals, but 

disagreeing on how to get there. It’s like we both agree that we want to go to Philly, but one of us 

wants to take the pricey turnpike and the other wants to go back roads and so we break fellowship. 

Philippians 4:2-3 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to live in harmony in the Lord. 3 Indeed, true 

companion, I ask you also to help these women who have shared my struggle in the cause of the 

gospel, together with Clement also and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book 

of life. These two women had the same basic goals. They were both after God’s glory and the spread 

of truth, but I’ll bet they disagreed on the means to getting there. Well, what is most important? The 

ends or the means? The ends of course. So, let’s rejoice to work with others who desire the same 

thing. Many of you want to see our church be more fruitful and impactful. Great! But this person 

thinks we ought to have one strategy and this person wants another, and this person has yet another 

idea. But realize this, in the love of Christ, we are all after the same thing – ultimately. If so, I can 

live with you, even if our preferred means might differ. In the body of Christ, as in family 

relationships, there are times when things will be done my way and times when they won’t. But 

regardless we must stay together and remember the exhortation of verse 2 make my joy complete by 

being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.  

      I move on now to talk about unity developed. How shall we develop unity? And I want you 

to see this unity as a positive thing. Not just a lack of quarrels. A lack of quarrels is good so far as it 

goes, but unity is more than that. One of the reasons you may not have fights with your fellow 

Christians is you aren’t with them enough. You may not quarrel with people you hardly know, but 

that is not unity. It is anything but that. There are two ways to prevent unity in the church. One way 

is by not caring about the church. You don’t care what the church does and you will never create a 

fuss, but you won’t create this kind of unity either. The second kind of dis-unifier is the one who 

cares but is pushy or demanding in trying to get his own way in the church. Both militate against 

oneness. The demanding person creates the most tension in the body, but I am concerned about the 

first group, the unconcerned, as much as I am the second. If you want to contribute to Biblical unity, 

you must connect with your church, and be a part of her fellowship and a contributor to her ministry. 

Don’t just attend the church, come and love her, and be with the saints. I John 1:3 forms my 

invitation to you. I John 1:3 what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too 
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may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus 

Christ. Come and be one with us. And the first essential in developing oneness is being together. So, 

take advantage of those opportunities. Come to our fellowship events like Compass, sign up for a 

care group, participate in Sunday School, join a ministry team.  

   There are numerous ways to preserve and develop unity. If you are a newbie and come to our 

membership classes in the Spring we will give you a whole slew of them, but for today I will 

mention just a few things. The first is to strive to become like Christ. Our relationship with each 

other is like two sides of a triangle and the higher we move up towards perfection the closer we will 

become. If we all grow like Christ we will develop the same mind, the same love, and the same 

purpose.  

    Second suggestion is to drop your sensitivities. Some folks it seems, are just looking to be 

hurt. I know. I know. Just because you are paranoid doesn’t mean they’re not out to get you. But 

seriously, we aren’t out to get you. Tell me, do some people rub you the wrong way? My best friend 

growing up would grow instantly murderous if you rubbed his arm hair against the grain. He was 

like a cat and had to have his hairs neatly pointing in the right direction. Kind of extreme to be sure, 

but some of us are just like that about our own little concerns. But if you have problems with being 

rubbed the wrong way, then shave. Take those sensitivities to the Lord and leave them there because 

likely they are rooted in selfishness and are destructive relationally.  

    Third suggestion is to approach church life to give not to get. Ask not what your church can 

do for you, but what you can do for your church. Now, I would readily admit that this cannot be your 

only concern. You need to be in a place where your soul and your family can be nourished, but your 

attitude cannot be that it’s all about me and my needs and my tastes and my convenience. That 

works about as well in the church as it does in the home. Paul gives some unifying advice in verse 3 

Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more 

important than yourselves. 

     My fourth suggestion for unity is to cheer on and support your leaders. Those persons in 

leadership within the church are in positions that pull them away from their rest and their pleasures, 

that will burden them with responsibilities and decisions that could cause them sleepless nights and 

will reward them not a bit in any financial way. When we ordain officers most of you pledged 

yourself to yield to them that honor, encouragement and obedience to which their office entitles 

them. Do you really intend to do that? Do you really intend to follow the policies they set forth, and 
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not to complain to other church members about their decisions? Do you really intend to express in 

your face and your words that you value them? Do you intend to financially support the church as 

we pursue the goals these persons establish? Do you intend to come alongside and help with your 

gifts and your abilities? I truly believe God is grieved over the easy criticism leveled against those 

who willingly take up the difficult mantle of leadership. And folks, too many churches are divided 

between those who support the pastor and those who like to tear him down and gossip about his 

deficiencies. One of the most beautiful things you can see in nature is a flock of geese flying 

together. And it is beautiful, in part, because they fly in a pattern and they honk encouragement to 

their leader. They fly in a pattern and honk encouragement to the leader. Learn from the geese. 

    Fifthly, in accord with our text, consider our Savior and His gospel of forgiveness, mercy, 

compassion, and love. Let the gospel flood your heart and fill your soul. Let it thrill you and comfort 

you. It can free you from the need for human approval. It can free you from the need for revenge. 

The gospel is the key not only for peace with God, but peace with others as well, because it points 

the way. When I remember how much I have been forgiven, how much mercy has been extended to 

me, then I am free to extend grace to others. Let the gospel control your thinking and you will walk 

in a manner that fits with those glorious truths.   

    One of those glorious truths is that we will be living together in the Lord’s presence on a 

redeemed earth forever and ever. Isn’t that cool! Or is it frightening to you? Oh, to dwell above with 

the saints we love, well, that will be glory. But to dwell below with the saints we know, well, that’s 

another story. Brothers, Sisters, let’s do the hard but rewarding relational work of making our story 

one of forgiveness, peace and harmony. It is the appeal and hope of the apostle, but even more, it is 

the appeal of our Master and King.  

     


