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        Matthew 2:1-12 12-23-18 

THE WORSHIP OF CHRIST 
 

Matthew 2:1-12 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 

magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, 2 "Where is He who has been born King of the 

Jews? For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him." 3 When Herod the king 

heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 Gathering together all the chief priests 

and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They said to 

him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has been written by the prophet: 6 'AND YOU, 

BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF 

JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A RULER WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY 

PEOPLE ISRAEL.'" 7 Then Herod secretly called the magi and determined from them the exact 

time the star appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search carefully for the 

Child; and when you have found Him, report to me, so that I too may come and worship Him." 9 

After hearing the king, they went their way; and the star, which they had seen in the east, went on 

before them until it came and stood over the place where the Child was. 10 When they saw the star, 

they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 After coming into the house they saw the Child with 

Mary His mother; and they fell to the ground and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, 

they presented to Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned by God 

in a dream not to return to Herod, the magi left for their own country by another way. 

 

     When I can I like to administer a certain fun Christmas quiz. The test is supposed to 

straighten out fact and fiction about Christmas. It shows how much of our concept of Christmas is 

based on the Bible and how much on tradition or hearsay. One question asks: how many kings 

visited Jesus in Bethlehem? That’s like asking: how many of each animal did Moses take on the 

ark? Moses didn’t have an ark and these fellows from the East were not kings but wise men. 

Another question is: How many wise men visited Jesus? The answer is that we don’t know. Were 

there three? A good guess, but only a guess. Trivia enthusiasts will want to get to heaven to find out 

for sure the answer to that question. I look forward to meeting these eastern brothers in heaven 

regardless of how many there are. I have grown very impressed with them. They came from afar to 

seek Christ. They are models of men with a heart to seek the Lord. I remember still how struck I 

was the first time I saw that bumper sticker on the back of a friend’s old car and it said, Wise men 
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still seek Him. I like that. These men from the East can teach us about seeking after Christ. And 

they can teach us by example about true worship. This is how they responded to the infant Jesus – 

with worship. Just from verse 11 we learn three things about worship. And hey, some of you are 

about to tune me out because you don’t value worship. Does it do any good to say, “you should?” 

Try please to stay with me for a few minutes. We’ll be done soon, and then you can daydream 

about chestnuts roasting o’er an open fire. For now, let’s consider wise men and worship. These 

men did it right. How so?  

    First of all, point #1, they had the right object for their worship. Say that with me the right 

object for worship. That is, they worshipped the right thing or should I say, the right Person. Well, 

who did they worship? Jesus of course. 11 they saw the Child with Mary His mother; and they fell 

to the ground and worshiped Him. Now, they could have messed up and worshipped the wrong 

thing. They could have worshipped Mary. Yes, they could have. She was there in all her motherly 

glory. If ever she should be worshipped, this was the time. But no – to do that would be idolatry or 

what can be called mariolatry. Mary, was the most blessed of women, but God forbid that she 

should be worshipped. The wise men didn’t do that, but they could have. They also could have 

worshipped the gifts, the gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Pretty fancy stuff. Inanimate yes, but do 

people worship their Christmas things in our day? You bet they do. The advertisements you see are 

full of little idols saying, worship me, worship me. I would think it only appropriate that the mall be 

lined with pews instead of benches. That would express the attitude of many toward their things. 

The wise men could have worshipped their things, their gifts, but they didn’t. They could also have 

worshipped other people, maybe each other, for example. Instead of giving gifts to Jesus, how 

about giving gifts to each other instead? This may sound strange to you, but many people really do 

worship others at Christmas. They express this usually by an overemphasis on family. I am not 

going to get down on enjoying the blessings of family, but for the glory of Christ I must protest 

when I hear statements like, Being together as a family, that is what Christmas is all about. 

Phooey! It is not what Christmas is all about. Here’s another: If we have each other, we have it all. 

I am sorry but that is falls short. Families are great, but they are not to be our highest value in life. 

The wise men left home at their Christmas. They could have worshiped others but they didn’t. You 

know too, they could have worshiped the wrong baby. What if they had entered the wrong house in 

Bethlehem? My dad, the day our daughter Sarah was born was down in Vero Beach just south of us 

for something and drove up that Sunday to visit Beth at the hospital on his way home to Ocala. He 

talked with Beth a while and just before he left the nurse rolled in the baby. My dad looked at the 
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little one for a few minutes and then left. Well, it turned out, the baby my dad saw belonged to the 

other woman in the room. A week later he called and said, “Son, your baby looks just like you.” I 

said, “Dad, I hope not. You saw the wrong kid.” But God used a star to make sure the wise men 

worshiped the right baby, the right object. And you know, nothing could be more basic to true 

worship. If worship is to be right, it must be directed at the One who alone is worthy. The wise men 

worshiped Jesus Christ. Now, did they commit idolatry in doing this? You know the Scriptures say, 

Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God and Him only shalt Thou serve (Luke 4:8). If Jesus was only a 

baby, even a baby headed for kingship, the wise men were committing idolatry and yet God 

commends their act. How so? How can this be? Only one way. Jesus must be God. And, of course, 

this is what the Scriptures teach. Jesus is God the Son having taken on humanity. Matthew 1:23 

BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL 

HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which translated means, "GOD WITH US.   

     God with us. So, the wise men did good to worship Him; but many fail to worship rightly 

simply because of who or what they worship. So often people say, I like to think of God as…Is that 

what matters? That doesn’t change what He is. And if you don’t worship the God of the Bible, the 

triune God, the Creator, you have not worshipped rightly. You may be the most zealous worshipper 

who bows to Mecca 5 times a day, chants Krishna till you’re breathless or knocks on doors till your 

knuckles are blue, but if in your thoughts the God whom you pretend to worship is not the God of 

the Bible, what you do is worse than vanity, it is blasphemy. But the wise men worshiped the 

divine Christ. In John 5:23 Jesus says that everyone should honor the Son (that’s Him), just as they 

honor the Father. The wise men got it right. They had the right object of worship. Let’s seek to 

make sure we do as well when we seek to worship. 

      Secondly now, the wise men had the right attitude for worship – which is humility. I say 

this because the narrative makes note of the fact that they fell down and worshipped Him. Now, 

this doesn’t mean they tripped coming in the door. They fell down intentionally. It is the same as 

bowing down, but to fall down is to bow down with an exclamation point.  

     Why did they do this? Kneeling, and even more so, this falling down, is a posture of 

humility. Humility, of course, is a matter of the heart. Humble worship is something done in the 

Spirit. You can do it seated or walking, but still it has its physical affects, and expressions. The 

reason kneeling, getting low, is the most typical posture for prayer is that it communicates 

subjection and humility. And humility is so essential for right worship that the Greek word 

translated worship, proskuneo, literally means bow the knee or fall down. It pictures 
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a man completely given over to one who is greater than he. And these wise men went to the 

extreme by falling down. This happens often in Scripture. Today, you have Christian meetings 

where people are, as they call it, “slain in the Spirit” and they fall over backwards. But, in 

Scripture, when men are overcome by the Spirit, they typically fall on their faces in adoring 

worship and amazement in the presence of God.  

     Now, the really fascinating thing about the humility and the prostration of the wise men was 

that it was before a baby. Why did they do this? What prompted them to kneel before this child? 

Somehow these men from the east understood who Jesus was and it was their high view of Christ 

that engendered humility. That is what makes us properly humble, by the way, not a low view of 

self, but a high view of God. Revelation 1:12-16  

Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned I saw seven golden 

lampstands; 13 and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son of man, clothed in a robe 

reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with a golden sash. 14 His head and His hair were 

white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire. 15 His feet were like 

burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of 

many waters. 16 In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp two-

edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its strength.  

 

As we learn, this is John’s vision of Jesus Christ and you can imagine the impression it made. 17a 

When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. The exalted Jesus in His glory humbled John, 

probably frightened him. But it brought him low in speechless awe. And the amazing thing, the 

impressive thing about the wise men was that they saw the glory of God in Christ while he was an 

infant. No stars in his hand in Bethlehem, no fiery eyes, no sword in his mouth, but these wise men 

had eyes to see the glory of Jesus, even in the hour of his humiliation. That is insight! A visitor to a 

small town once asked an old-timer, were there any great men ever born here? The old-timer said, 

Nope, no great men, only babies. Good point! But the wise men recognized Christ for more than a 

babe, for more than a man. They perceived they were in the presence of God, so, falling down, in 

humility, they worshipped Him. Veiled in flesh the godhead see, hail the Incarnate deity. They saw 

in the baby – God. See within a manger laid, Jesus Lord of heaven and earth. They saw, they fell 

down and with the right attitude, they worshipped. Will you join them this Christmas? Consider 

following the lead of the wise men and kneeling before Jesus this Christmas. How about as a family 

you all kneel for prayer? Much is said of the spirit of Christmas. The right spirit of Christmas is 

humility expressed in adoring worship. Wise men lead on.  
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     Point #3 and last – the wise men had the right object of worship, which is Christ and the 

right attitude for worship, which is humility, and now they had the right understanding of worship, 

and that is, sacrifice. One can boil the entire teaching of Scripture about worship down to that one 

word. Worship is sacrifice. After the flood, Noah worshipped God – how? With sacrifice. The 

patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob built altars where they worshipped, for what? Sacrifice. Through 

Moses God develops the sacrificial system, explaining to His people how to worship. The 

tabernacle and temple had altars. They were places of sacrifice. And yes, things have changed. As 

we get to the prophets and then to the New Testament we learn more of what God wants. In this 

New Testament era, we have no animal sacrifice, but the essence of worship has not changed. It is 

still sacrifice. Speaking of the work of the Messiah, the prophet Malachi says this in Malachi 3:3 

He will sit as a smelter of silver, and He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and 

silver, so that they may present to the Lord offerings in righteousness. You and I are the sons of 

Levi referred to here. We are the ones being made pure by the Son of God, to this end – that we 

would offer righteous sacrifices. That is God’s goal in redemption. The Bible speaks of two things 

and two things only that God seeks. One is that He seeks out lost men and women. The second 

thing He seeks is worshippers. Put those together and you get His plan – to turn lost sinners into 

worshipping saints who bring to God an acceptable sacrifice.  

     Now, just what are these offerings that you and I are to bring? The wise men brought gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. Mary Magdalene anointed Christ with perfume. But how can we sacrifice 

to Him, for Him? There are a number of specific ways. First, like the wise men, you can offer a 

material gift to Him. In Philippians 4, Paul refers to a support gift sent to him by the Philippian 

church. In verse 18 there he says 18 I have received everything in full and have an abundance; I am 

amply supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an 

acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. We take up offerings during our worship service 

because this is how we view our giving. It is a worship-sacrifice. A financial gift to a kingdom 

work is a way to worship Christ.  

     Another specific form of sacrifice is mentioned in Hebrews 13:15 Through Him then, let us 

continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His 

name. Have you ever seen your hymn-singing as sacrifice? Or even your prayers of thanksgiving? 

God says they are. So, as you consider how to spend Christmas, as you ponder what gifts you can 

bring to Jesus, remember that He appreciates the praises and thanksgivings that come from your 

heart and exit from your lips.  
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     Thirdly, most importantly, and most generally, the ultimate sacrifice God is looking for is 

you. The preeminent verse on worship-sacrifice is Romans 12:1 I urge you therefore brethren, by 

the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is 

your spiritual service of worship. What does God want for Christmas? He wants you. All of you, 

given over to Him. Present your bodies a living sacrifice. The problem with living sacrifices is that 

they tend to squirm off the altar. Sacrificing self is painful. It is costly. But what is worship? The 

wise men show us. They demonstrate it. Worship is bowing at the feet of Jesus, bringing something 

costly. Gold – the most precious of metals. Frankincense and myrrh, costly perfumes. If your 

worship costs you nothing, it’s not sacrifice, it’s not true worship. In II Samuel 24:24 King David 

makes a fascinating comment. What had happened was, a prophet came to David and told him to 

build an altar on the threshing floor of this guy, Araunah. Well, Araunah says, King David, I give it 

to you, my threshing floor is yours, free of charge. See now verse 24 However, the king said to 

Araunah, “No, but I will surely buy it from you for a price, for I will not offer burnt offerings to the 

Lord God which cost me nothing.” Is that something we do? Offer to God what costs us nothing? 

It’s no good. Our praise is to involve effort, our giving till we feel it, our devotion till it costs. Then 

we have sacrificed and then we have worshipped.  

      I must add that worship is not essentially an occasion for God to bless us. He may do that, 

and we need that. It often does happen when we worship, but that’s not the main point. The wise 

men didn’t come to get a blessing from Jesus, but to worship, and that means they blessed Jesus. 

We need to come to God with our hands out, not to receive blessings, but to bring gifts. We 

worship to give, not to get. And certainly that is a perspective for Christmas. When you kneel 

humbly to worship Christ, why don’t you bring to Him a gift. What shall you bring? Your money? 

A hymn you sing, or maybe one you write? Can you serve someone else in devotion to Christ? Can 

you bring him a vow for 2019 that would please Him? Will you give Him yourself?  

     The wise men spent a great deal of energy and time and money to worship Jesus. When they 

left, how do you think they felt? They left with no treasure. Was their trip worth it? I am not a big 

traveler. There are a few things, but not many that I think are worth a lot of time and money to go 

see. And you could wonder that about the wise men. They had no planes, no trains, no automobiles. 

They took weeks to make this trip. They spent so much on this adventure. Was it worth it? Well, 

Ephesians one gives me the answer because three times in that chapter it says that God created us 

and redeemed us for the purpose that we would live to the praise of His glory. This is the reason for 

our being. Until you have worshipped you have not lived. This is what life is all about. In their 
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worship of Christ the wise men found fulfillment and purpose. This is what they were made to do. 

And for the Christian, it is what Christmas is all about as well. So bring Him incense, gold and 

myrrh, come peasant, king, to own Him. The King of Kings salvation brings, let loving hearts 

enthrone Him. O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, o come let us adore Him. Christ the 

Lord.  

 

 

 

 

  


