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        PHILIPPIANS 1:27 12-16-18 

 Gospel Conduct 
 

 We read again from the epistle of the apostle to the church at Philippi. 27-30  

Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see 

you or remain absent, I will hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind 

striving together for the faith of the gospel; 28 in no way alarmed by your opponents--which is a 

sign of destruction for them, but of salvation for you, and that too, from God. 29 For to you it has 

been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 30 

experiencing the same conflict which you saw in me, and now hear to be in me. Verse 27 marks a 

transition in this letter from Paul to Philippi. In the previous verses Paul has sort of been thinking out 

loud about his relationship to the Philippians and about his imprisonment in Rome. In verse 27 he 

begins an exhortation which runs through chapter two verse 18. His opening statement 27a Only 

conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ is Paul’s typical way to sum up and 

initiate his call to new covenant living. We really should pay attention to this. He says a similar thing 

in Ephesians 4:1 I, the prisoner of the Lord, entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling 

with which you have been called. In both cases and elsewhere Paul uses the term worthy. When used 

in this way it means proper or fitting. What the writer is saying is, conduct yourselves in a manner 

that fits with, matches, and is coordinate to the gospel. For something to be unworthy means that it 

clashes, like green plaids and purple stripes. It is tacky. And chronically inconsistent living for a 

Christian is tacky. A Christian professes to believe a tremendous and beautiful set of truths but if his 

life is rags he can present a strange figure. When I was in seminary I had the opportunity to preach 

every other weekend in some little country church in rural Mississippi. These churches could not 

afford their own pastor, or were between pastors, and looked to the seminarians to fill their pulpits. It 

was great for guys like me who needed the practice and the extra money it supplied. So, one week I 

was assigned to preach in a town called Matherville. I had never been to Matherville and since it was 

a three hour drive I figured that, instead of wearing my suit all that way, I would just bring my suit 

along and change when I arrived at the church. So, for the long drive I wore my winter, bum-around-

the house pants. These pants were old off-white bell-bottoms that were badly faded. The zipper on 

these pants had turned completely inside out. The head of the zipper was gone and had been replaced 

by a paper clip. In addition, there was a huge ink stain on my left pocket from a pen that had once 

exploded in there. This is what I wore around the house on cool days. My plan, you see, was to stop 
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when I got to Matherville and change into my suit at a McDonalds or something. But when I arrived 

in Matherville I found there was nothing open there at all. Not to worry. I figured I would just 

change at the church while they were having Sunday School. Sure enough I arrived during their 

Sunday School hour, slipped unnoticed into the restroom, with my Navy blue pin-stripe suit only to 

discover that inside my jacket there was a vest, but no pants. My first thought was, "I have no pants." 

But then I realized, "Oh yeah, I've got these things." Boy oh boy, was I ever a sight. Here I was 

meeting these folks, wearing my nice navy three-piece minus one important piece. Suffice it to say, 

that my outfit didn't match. It did not fit. What I had down here was not worthy of what I had up 

here.  

    I reflected later about how similar that is to many so-called Christians. What they say looks 

so good, so nice, but how they live and what they do doesn't match. Instead of beauty and harmony 

there is clashing and discord. Brethren, these things ought not to be. You must ensure that there is a 

connection between your doctrine and your life, and your calling and your life. Where these are 

disconnected, repentance is called for. Correction is the goal. We pursue a balanced spiritual life and 

we pursue agreement, harmony between what we are and what we do 

    Now, we all, I think, understand what a serious, serious problem this is in the church. It has 

been ever since the Roman emperor, Constantine, made Christianity a popular thing 16 centuries 

ago. But it was also a problem in New Testament times. Today the institutional church contains 

many people whose mouths testify one thing, but whose lives tell a sadly different tale. Probably 

90% of you would profess total trust in the biblical gospel. Does your life match? Does your conduct 

fit your creed? Think about that as we look now at what our lives are to match.  

     The text says 27a Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. To do 

that it is vital to understand what the gospel is. We don’t want that to be fuzzy or unclear. The gospel 

is the message of good news about Christ. It is, the gospel of Christ. It is the news of how He came, 

died in the place of sinners, and rose again to be King in order that those who believe in Him might 

never perish but have eternal life, which is a relationship of love with Him. That is the good news, 

the gospel.  

      Now much can be said about the gospel. And much, so much, can be said about what it 

means to walk worthy of it. But I will limit myself to what comes out in verse 27 itself. 27 Only 

conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you 

or remain absent, I will hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving 



 3 

together for the faith of the gospel. The apostle is imagining what he would hear about them if they 

do conduct themselves in a manner worthy of the gospel. He mentions three basic things. The first is 

that he would hear that they were standing firm. Standing firm. There is in the Christian life a 

defensive posture and an offensive one. Paul mentions both when he refers to them as first standing 

firm -  this is the defensive posture- and then he mentions striving which is the offensive side. But 

first, Paul says he wants to hear that their defense is in shape.  

     This is important because the devil has an offense. And his two star players are Bruiser Flesh 

and Rocky World. And if you are going to take a stand for Christ, you had just better be ready to 

take some blows from Satan’s team. He is going to attack you. So brothers and sisters, I pray you 

stand firm. Now, just how do you stand firm? If you know someone is about to attack you, how do 

you prepare? Do you stand around like this (relaxed, legs crossed)? Of course not? You get ready by 

squaring up, knees slightly bent, muscles tensed, ready to react. Now, what’s the difference? One is 

a very casual, la-de-da posture. The other is intense. Which one of those two describes your 

Christian life? Can the word intense be used to describe your religion? Are you in a ready stance, 

prepared for the assault or are you just a casual church-goer who talks religious talk and sings 

religious songs but knows nothing about intense Christian combat? Biblical religion is hardly a la-

de-da affair. It is serious business. It is war. JC Ryle writes this:  

True Christianity is a fight. True Christianity. Let us note that word “true.” There is a vast quantity 

of religion current in the world which is not true, genuine Christianity. It passes muster; it satisfies 

sleepy consciences; but it is not good money. It is not the real thing which was called Christianity 

1800 years ago. There are thousands of men and women who go to churches every Sunday, and call 

themselves Christians. Their names are on the church role. They are reckoned Christians while they 

live. They are married with a Christian marriage service. They mean to be buried as Christians 

when they die. But you never see any “fight” about their religion. Of spiritual strife, and exertion 

and conflict and self-denial, and watching and warring, they know literally nothing at all. Such 

Christianity may satisfy many, and those who say anything against it may be thought very hard and 

uncharitable; but it certainly is not the Christianity of the bible. It is not the religion which the Lord 

Jesus founded, and His apostles preached. It is not the religion which produces real holiness. True 

Christianity is a fight. 

 

     It is a fight. We fight the devil, he fights us and we know Satan has two favorite punches and 

he has used one or both to some degree throughout the war, which began in Eden. These are lies and 

hardships. Deceit and defeat. And he was firing at the Philippians with both barrels. He was 

pounding them with hardships. 29 For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to 

believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake. Persecution. He was using his goons to make it tough 
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to be a Christian. And then he tried to cut them up with lies, with false doctrine. The devil is called 

the father of lies. False teaching is referred to as doctrines of demons. Against these we are to stand 

firm. How? By walking in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.  

     You ever been attacked by lies? Indeed you have and the more aware of the lies you are the 

better. I think of some of the lies we hear so often in our day. There is a whole set of them that 

surround the theory of evolution and cosmic origins. There is another set springing from the sexual 

revolution. If and where these claims challenge God’s gospel, you stand firm on the word of the 

Lord and you will never be disappointed.  

     Then, what hardships do you undergo? Sickness, heartache, disappointment? Stand firm. I’ve 

got good news. Maybe your hardship goes hand in hand with lies. You have people in your family or 

at work who ridicule your faith, who call you stupid and naïve because you believe in heaven and 

hell and other such outdated myths. In the face of that, how do you walk worthy of the gospel? You 

stand firm, not wavering in doubt because you know it is the gospel of truth and truth will stand. The 

mountains will tumble, the grass will wither, men will vanish but the Bible says the truth of God will 

stand forever. The truth will triumph. Isn’t that neat to know? One day that arrogant professor, that 

blasphemer, that scoffer will come face to face with the Lord of glory. Truth Himself with a capital 

T and his knees will break before the Lord. Brethren, the truth will triumph. Our Lord promises. He 

gave us a whole book at the end of the Bible to confirm the promise. So, you stand firm.  

    Secondly now, if we conduct ourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel, we will not only 

stand firm, we will be of one mind and spirit. In our defensive stance or offensive movement we will 

be unified. This is part of gospel-living because our gospel is one of reconciliation. We preach that 

Jesus Christ came to reconcile two enemies, God and man. Think of the Christmas hymn, Peace on 

Earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled. And more than that Ephesians 2:13-16 In Christ 

Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For He 

Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing 

wall, 15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in 

ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, 16 

and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the 

enmity. One of the results of Christ’s death is that men will be at peace with men. Not Christ-haters 

with Christ lovers – no-no. But, in Christ, we will be reconciled, black and white, young and old, 



 5 

rich and poor, Jew and Gentile. The gospel means that we are reconciled to God, and therefore also 

to our brothers and sisters.  

    Except for sexual immorality in the church, possibly nothing in this country has so spotted 

and marred the gospel we preach quite like racial disharmony. When I was 22 I was interviewed for 

a position in a church that I learned had a history of racial bigotry. So, I asked the  pastor – if I was 

playing basketball with a man of a darker hue could I invite him to church with me. The pastor said 

he could give me a list of other churches for him to attend. I decided to work elsewhere. Remember 

from last Sunday my story of little Johnny in Sunday School? The boy who didn’t raise his hand to 

go to heaven because he was afraid they were getting a group to go today? Well, there was another 

little boy like him. This was Bobby, and the teacher asked his class who wanted to go to heaven and 

everyone but Bobby raised his hand. The teacher asked, “Bobby, don’t you want to go to heaven?” 

Bobby said, “Sure, I want to go to heaven, but not with this bunch.” But listen, if that is your 

attitude, the odds of you making it to heaven at all are not good. Any kind of enmity among gospel 

Christians is unworthy conduct. I read about a church service in Michigan where the police had to 

break up a fight which began when two preachers claimed pulpit rights and refused to back down. 

Can you imagine? We preach a gospel of grace, a gospel of forgiveness. Can you think of anything 

more unworthy of that gospel than an unforgiving spirit? Yet, we see a lot of that. Husbands and 

wives bitter with each other. Church leaders hostile toward each other over issues of church music or 

church budget. It is heart-breaking. God has forgiven me innumerable evils, how can I possibly not 

forgive my brother? Jesus tells a parable about a debtor who owed his boss $50,000, but went to him 

and begged to be let off the hook, and his boss had mercy and forgave him the debt. But then this 

same debtor went to a man who owed him $50 and grabbed him and said, “Okay, buddy, pay me 

back now or you go to jail!” When his boss found out how he was treating this poor man, what do 

you think he did? He was furious and it says he delivered this ungrateful guy to the torturers. That is 

how inconsistent an unforgiving spirit is with the gospel. If we as a church intend to walk worthy of 

the gospel, we must stand firm in one spirit, and one mind. Have you ever played the game, red-

rover? You know, red-rover, red-rover, send Gayla on over. When you are waiting for Gayla to 

charge at you like a raging bull you brace yourself, intensely, but you lock hands and stand firm. 

One person doing that won’t do. You stand firm as a group. And when you’re not united, the enemy 

can break through and take plunder. So, I ask you, are you in the grip of bitterness?  Do you need to 

be reconciled to a brother here, or to a sister?  
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    You are about to be exhorted to make right your relationships that are presently very bad, but 

I fear asking for that because of what I have seen done numerous times. If you are repentant over 

your bitterness towards a person, what you must not do, is go to that person and say, “Hey, Tom, I 

have been bitter against you because of the stupid, rude, and inconsiderate things you did to me. You 

really did me wrong, man and I hope you never treat anyone like that again, but, hey, I want you to 

know that I have forgiven you.” Need I say that is not the way? And yes, apparently, I do need to say 

it. When you seek reconciliation your communication must focus on your fault, your failure, not that 

of the other party. Romans 12:18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.  

You take peace as far as the other party will let you, and most of us could grow a bit in our 

understanding of how to do that. Some of you get it more naturally. Some of us have a higher 

relational IQ than others. I am not one of those, but I have found great help from others, great help 

from teachers and books, like Dale Carnegie’s classic on how to win friends and influence people, 

like Gary Smalley’s DNA of Relationships, like Ken Sande’s book, Peacemakers. There are people 

skills that can be learned, but it starts with a commitment to seeking peace, a decision to value unity 

more than you value your pride. That’s what I am calling you to this morning. That is what God’s 

word calls us to. If you are harboring bitterness toward brothers and sisters, then you are not 

standing firm and you are not able to strive together. Won’t you get it right? And let’s live worthy of 

the gospel of reconciliation by being united in our families, in our church.  

     The third thing - if we conduct ourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel we will strive 

together for the faith of the gospel. Let me say a little more about the “together” part of that. Peace is 

not the same as unity. That is, a lack of war does not equal unity. To be unified we must have similar 

values, and similar loves and similar purposes. We need to be standing firm together, but also 

striving together, working toward a mutual goal. This is what a team is. And the Greek verb 

translated as strive can also mean compete. The root of the word in Greek is athleo, from which we 

get the English term athlete. It is used in the language of team sports. Now, a troupe of dancers, 

moving in unison can be beautiful. But even greater is when a team really accomplishes something 

against strong opposition. A football team seeks to move in unity toward a goal, in the context of an 

equal and opposing team trying their best to disrupt them. That is analogous to the challenge before 

us. We must remain united while under attack. And in the midst of the battle it is easy to forget that. 

Imagine a football team lining up for a play, and although the quarterback has called one play, the 

fullback decides that play won’t work and he decides to do his own thing. And the left tackle comes 
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up with what he thinks is a better plan as well. When the ball is snapped that team is in chaos. Listen, 

even when the plan of the leader does not strike you as best, disunity and chaos will be far worse. 

The only way that a football team can move the ball from here to there is by a unified team effort in 

which they share one mind and then strive together.  

     Look with me at Acts 4 where we see a description of what happens when a church is united 

around a single purpose. 4:32-33 The congregation of those who believed were of one heart and 

soul; and not one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own, but all things were 

common property to them. 33 And with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the 

resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all.  Look closely at this. I want 

you to see the evidence of unity in verse 32 The congregation of those who believed were of one 

heart and soul; and not one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own, but all 

things were common property to them. One evidence of unity is a sharing of resources. When we are 

fully united, my car is yours, your guitar is mine, my food is his, etc. That’s the outward evidence of 

us being of one heart and soul. Now, look at the impact of unity in 33 With great power the apostles 

were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all.       

They were fulfilling their mission, that is, to bear witness for Christ. When Paul writes in verse 27 

about striving together for the faith of the gospel, he is talking about the spread of God’s word. If 

you have been thinking this morning, “hey, I’ll just conduct myself worthy of the gospel and witness 

by my life, I don’t have to say a thing.” I am sorry friend, but one thing unworthy of good news is 

silence? We must strive to see the gospel go forth. Why? Because it is the gospel of salvation. It, and 

it alone, is the hope of the world in this age and the next. Do you believe the gospel really is the only 

hope for lost people? Then we can’t be silent about it, or not care if it is heard. That is unworthy of 

it. To live in a manner that fits with the gospel of salvation is to strive together and sacrifice to get 

the word to everyone. John Wesley was once told that he shouldn’t give up so much in order to 

preach and he responded in his journal by writing, Nay, it is not pleasing to flesh and blood. I would 

not do it if I did not believe the gospel is man’s only eternal hope. You see, his striving fit his 

message. So, I say, we walk worthy of the gospel of salvation if we strive together.  

     Do you conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel? Or does your lifestyle 

contradict that gospel? If it does, you sin against the church as well as the Lord. You see, faithful 

Christ-followers have to put up with scoffers saying, What about so and so, look what he did. If that 

is Christianity I don’t want it. When David committed adultery with Bathsheba the prophet Nathan 
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said that he would lose the kingdom because, by his sin, he gave God’s enemies reason to scoff. God 

forbid that we, you, I should do that. A decision needs to be made by every one of us – before we 

encounter the temptation - that we will not defame the gospel by our lives but rather adorn that 

precious truth. But more than just deciding not to blatantly sin, we must also decide to make the 

gospel central to our own thinking, so that gospel truths progressively gain control of our thinking 

and our emoting. We preach the gospel therefore, not just to the world, we preach it to ourselves and 

to one another. We remind ourselves of the grace of God, the redemptive sufferings of Christ, His 

triumph for us over death and fear, and the importance of living by faith. Martin Luther said this: 

This truth of the gospel is the principal article of all Christian doctrine. Most necessary is it that we 

know this article well, teach it to others and beat it into their heads continually. Now, turn to your 

neighbor and say, “Beat it.” Most necessary is it that we know this article well, teach it to others and 

beat it into their heads continually. Therefore, let God’s truth fill your radio, your iPhone, your 

library, your eyes, your ears, your mind and heart. For Christ’s sake conduct yourselves in a manner 

worthy of the gospel of truth by standing firm, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel 

of reconciliation by being united. Conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of salvation 

by striving together for the faith of the gospel. Oh how we need the Spirit of Jesus to apply the word 

to our hearts.  

    

 

 

 

 

 


