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        Philippians 1:14-20 11-18-18 

The Gospel Obsession 
 

 We read again from the epistle of the apostle to the church at Philippi. 12-20  

Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for the greater progress of 

the gospel, 13 so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well known throughout the 

whole praetorian guard and to everyone else, 14 and that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord 

because of my imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word of God without fear. 

15 Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but some also from good will; 

16 the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel; 17 the 

former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition rather than from pure motives, thinking to cause me 

distress in my imprisonment. 18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, 

Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice, 19 for I know that this will turn out 

for my deliverance through your prayers and the provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 20 

according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I will not be put to shame in anything, but that 

with all boldness, Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by 

death. 

 

We left Paul last week under house arrest in Rome and in danger of execution. He had received a gift 

and a message from his faithful friends in Philippi, through Epaphroditus. In all sincerity, they had 

asked, Paul, how are you? And in all sincerity, Paul smiled and said, the gospel is advancing. 

Epaphroditus looked at Paul again, sighed and said, Yes, Paul, but how are you? This time the 

apostle said, “the gospel is going forth and spreading.” “Paul,” said Epaphroditus, “I think that’s 

great too, but what about you? How are you doing?” Finally, Paul said, Well Epaphro, I’ll tell you, 

the gospel is going great guns. At last Epaphroditus realized that he was talking to a man with an 

obsession. Paul wasn’t being phony. It was just that he so identified himself with the gospel of 

Christ, that as the gospel goes, so goes Paul. His own identity was eclipsed by his mission. You ask a 

football coach how’s it going? And he will tell you his won-lost record. Ask an obsessed business 

man how’s it going? and he will show you a corporate profits chart. Ask the apostle about his 

condition, he will report on the state of the gospel. How is Paul? How fairs the gospel? This thing he 

calls the gospel is an all-consuming passion. In this very personal epistle, in chapter one alone, he 

mention the word gospel five times. Besides that he speaks of the word of God and proclaiming 

Christ, synonyms for the word evangel which means good news or gospel.  

     It is obvious that Paul is a man in love with the gospel which is the story and message of 

Jesus. His letter to Philippi revealed that Paul’s gospel-love influenced everything about him. And in 

verses 12-18 we see two ways that Paul was influenced and shaped by his passion for the gospel. 

First of all, his love for the gospel made him willing to sacrifice for it. His attitude is one of relative 
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indifference to self. He says in verse 20 it doesn’t matter if I live or die; only that Christ is exalted in 

the gospel. He thinks like John the Baptist who said he must increase, but I must decrease. And 

prison or no prison, health or ill, rich or poor, Paul rejoices in this, that the gospel is spreading, that 

Christ is being proclaimed. II Timothy 2:8-9 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, 

descendant of David, according to my gospel, for which I suffer hardship even to imprisonment as a 

criminal; but the word of God is not imprisoned. Comforts don’t matter, just the gospel. I remember 

when I visited Pittsburgh for the first time. It was about 15 degrees and snowing. Six weeks later I 

came back and it was the same lovely weather. The Lord had to remind me - Dan, you aren’t looking 

for a vacation resort; you are looking for a mission field. And it doesn’t matter if your mission field 

has snow or sleet, rain or sunshine, as long as there are sinners who need Jesus. For Paul, the whole 

world was a mission field, and prison was as good a place to preach Jesus as any other.  

     II Timothy 1:8-14 Do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but 

join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God, 9 who has saved us and 

called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and 

grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity, 10 but now has been revealed by the 

appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light 

through the gospel, 11 for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle and a teacher. 12 For 

this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed and I 

am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day. 13 Retain the 

standard of sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ 

Jesus. 14 Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to 

you.  

The treasure – Paul speaks of Timothy having a treasure. What is that? It is the gospel that brings life 

and immortality to light. He invites Timothy to join in suffering for the gospel if that is what it takes. 

Paul testifies it is worth it, but he makes no bones about the cost of loving the gospel more than you 

love approval or comfort. But the cause is worth the cost. I heard of some missionaries headed into a 

jungle region to preach the word and someone stopped them and said, “Wait, you can’t go in there. 

You will die.” They replied, Friend, we died before we came. That is what the Bible means when it 

speaks of dying to self – a willingness to suffer for the sake of a higher calling. Joseph Parker said 

that when a man commits himself to the gospel he must pledge his head to heaven. It’s a task worth 

all you’ve got. Paul was committed unreservedly to the gospel. 
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    Now many of us are involved in the work of the gospel. Now so many are committed. You 

say, what’s the difference between involvement and commitment? Think of ham and eggs. The hen is 

involved. The pig is committed. The gospel of our Lord is worthy of our suffering, our sacrifice, of 

our commitment. Have you ever given for the gospel until it hurt? Out of your wallet, out of your  

pride, out of your time? Oswald Sanders said, Leadership is often viewed as the product of natural 

endowments and traits of personality – intellectual capacity, force of will, enthusiasm. That such 

talents and scholastic attainments do greatly enhance leadership is beyond question, but these are 

not the factors of paramount importance in the spiritual leader. The real qualities of leadership are 

to be found in those who are willing to suffer for the sake of objectives great enough to demand their 

wholehearted obedience. The church and her Lord cry out for such leaders. No greater objective can 

be found than the advance of the gospel.  

     Paul loved this gospel enough to suffer for it. He loved it enough to die for it. But also his 

gospel-love was so powerful that it determined his attitude toward others. What am I talking about? 

Philippians 1:5 says he remembered his Philippian friends with joy because they participated in the 

gospel. In chapter two, verse 22 he praises Timothy because he 2:22 served with me in the 

furtherance of the gospel like a child serving his father. Back in 1:15 and following Paul describes 

some preachers who did not like him and even had evil motives when preaching, but he says in 18 

What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in this 

I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice. What I’m trying to show is that, although we tend to evaluate others 

by what they say about us, Paul’s evaluation of others depended on what they said about Jesus. It is 

remarkable that Paul could actually rejoice in the preaching of those who, for some unknown reason, 

were out to hurt him. But he could because they preached Christ.  

     Now, I find Paul’s attitude is instructive for us who exist in a day of many denominations. 

There is a tendency for us to rejoice only if the preaching is Presbyterian or Baptist or whatever our 

particular group. We may not be real happy about the outreach impact that the other church down the 

road has. But relational difficulties with those in other Christian groups may be due to ignorance. We 

don’t know what the Lutherans, Seventh Day Adventists, and Assembly of God people believe and 

we assume the worst. Let’s not. The gospel of our Lord is bigger than my local church or any 

denomination. We can rejoice not just when the preaching is Presbyterian, but every time it is 

Christian, whether the particulars of the sermon are Lutheran or Baptist. I would never say that there 
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is no real difference between churches, but I certainly agree with Paul who said, if Christ is 

proclaimed, I rejoice.   

     He even went so far as to say that he rejoiced in wrongly-motivated preaching.  Not wrong 

preaching, but wrongly-motivated preaching. Paul knew, because Jesus said so, that there would be 

preachers in hell, effective preachers who prophesied in Jesus name, but never knew Him as Lord. 

Someone said God uses crooked sticks to strike straight licks. Paul didn’t rejoice in the crookedness 

of the sticks, but he did rejoice in the straight licks, in the pure gospel that went forth – regardless of 

the instrument.  

    But, having said what I have I must add this. Paul says 18 What then? Only that in every way, 

whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice. 

This verse does not mean that everywhere there is preaching Paul rejoiced, but only where Christ is 

preached. Galatians 1:8-9 Even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel 

contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! 9 As we have said before, so I say 

again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be 

accursed! Paul hated lies because they kill. He loves the true gospel, which is the word of Christ. 

And friend, if someone preaches another Savior and another salvation, even if they preach it in Jesus 

name, do not rejoice. I remember a crusade I attended in Mississippi. Four thousand there and the 

famous preacher talked a lot about the Holy Ghost, and a lot about freedom, and a lot about power, 

but the gospel and the Savior were never proclaimed and when they had an invitation to come 

forward, I was saddened, not cheered. You listen to slick TV preachers, and if they preach Christ and 

tell people to repent and trust in him alone for salvation you rejoice but if they preach a gospel of 

good works, not faith, or a gospel of prosperity and not cleansing, weep for their hearers and for 

heaven’s sake please don’t give them God’s money. The gospel, it is a treasure so precious that we 

should let it determine our response to others. If you like me or not, that is no big deal. But your 

disposition toward my Lord and how you represent Him is huge because it’s about Christ.  

     You’ve seen now how Paul treasured the gospel, how he was so obsessed and possessed by 

it. Now, I ask you this: why? What is it about this message, the gospel, that so captivated the whole 

person of the apostle Paul?   

    First, the gospel is the means by which God saves men from eternal hell and places them in 

eternal glory. In Romans 1:16 Paul said 16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God 

for salvation to everyone who believes. This is the gospel that tells of Jesus Christ and Acts 4:12 
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There is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given 

among men by which we must be saved. It is fascinating to me to see how evangelistic we can be 

when we run into something that really makes a difference in our lives. If you see a good movie or 

find a good restaurant, you tell all your friends about it. You post it on Instachat. People who have 

found a medical cure – for arthritis or back pain or dandruff are very quick to let folks know about 

the value of their find. But everything pales in comparison to the exceeding importance and 

greatness of the gospel. Paul was consumed by this one thing which alone could change the eternal 

destiny of a man. The gospel, you see, is one’s only hope and if you really believe that it will 

demand your activism. In his little book, The Cost of Commitment, John White quotes from a letter 

written in the 1970s by an American communist in Mexico City. It was a letter breaking his 

engagement with his fiancée.  

We communists suffer many casualties. We are those who they shoot, hang, lynch, tar and feather, 

imprison, slander fire from our jobs and whose lives people make miserable in every way possible. 

Some of us are killed and imprisoned. We live in poverty. From what we earn we turn over to the 

Party every cent which we do not absolutely need to live. We communists have neither time nor 

money to go to movies very often, nor for concerts nor for beautiful homes and new cars. They call 

us fanatics. We are fanatics. Our lives are dominated by one supreme factor – the struggle for world 

communism. We communists have a philosophy of life that money cannot buy. We have a cause to 

fight for, a specific goal in life. We lost our insignificant identities in the great river of humanity; 

and if our personal lives seem hard, or if our egos seem bruised through subordination to the Party, 

we are amply rewarded – in the thought that all of us, even though it be in a very small way, are 

contributing something new and better for humanity.  

 

There is one thing about which I am completely in earnest – the communist cause. It is my life, my 

business, my religion, my hobby, my sweetheart, my wife, my mistress, my meat and my drink. I work 

at it by day and dream of it by night. Its control over me grows greater with the passage of time. 

Therefore I cannot have a friend, a lover or even a conversation without relating them to this power 

that animates and controls my life. I measure people, books, ideas and deeds according to the way 

they affect the communist cause and by their attitude to it. I have already been in jail for my ideas, 

and if need by, I am ready to face death. 

  

White comments: If the letter fails to stir you, you may already have begun to die…But if your heart 

beats more quickly, be glad. You have hope of a more bracing life than the one most of us live. For 

Christ did not call you to suburbia and a mortgage, but to a cross and a crown of glory. The man 

who wrote that letter believes he has something that can change the lives of men and women and he 

gives himself with abandon to that cause and he suffers gladly. And I know some of you are as 

embarrassed as I am to hear it. We have the truth, a message that really can improve a life, now and 

in eternity. That man never saw Marxism work. I have and I expect you have seen the gospel do 
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fantastic miracles in people’s lives, including your own. And yet, what have you forfeited to spread 

the message? Oh brethren, consider that what we preach, the gospel, the treasure of the church is the 

only hope for the world, the power of God unto salvation. Obsession with anything else is folly, but 

obsession over the gospel makes total sense. It is a magnificent obsession because this gospel is 

God’s power unto salvation.  

     The second fact about the gospel that enthralled the apostle is that it is, as the New Testament 

terms it, the gospel of God, or as Philippians 1:27 says, the gospel of Christ. In verse 14 Paul calls 

the gospel, the word of God. You see, the gospel’s author is the Creator of all. Therefore, it doesn’t 

enter the market-place of ideas on equal standing with other viewpoints. Unlike man-made solutions 

for our problems, the gospel is certain and never-failing. It is the gospel truth. Why? It comes from 

God. Nobody here would go and invest all your money in some stock just because Brooke Hopkins 

advised it. Men make mistakes (even Brooke). In fact, that is why we call our financial advisors 

“brokers.” But Paul invested all he had in the gospel because it is God’s gospel and its promises are 

utterly dependable, its dividends will never fail.  

     Thirdly, Paul was so enamored with the gospel because it was a message of grace. I walked 

into a store in the mall once where they sell sports jerseys and other junk with your favorite team 

logo on it. I forget the name of the store, but it ought to be called Rip-off City, because the prices in 

that place are just ridiculous. They charge $200 for these football jerseys. It’s just insane. Here is a 

picture of the one I bought by the way. But, as I was gasping from my sticker shock, a wave of 

sympathy fell over me for the poor guy who works in this place. I mean, I would be embarrassed to 

ring up the bill for one of those overpriced things. But I am not embarrassed to preach Jesus, because 

His salvation is worth everything and yet, it is free. Paul preached life eternal as a free gift of a 

loving God who sent His Son to set us free. The word gospel means good news and so it is to a 

guilty race. We normally love to tell good news don’t we? It’s fun to tell your friends that 

everyone’s getting a raise or that the teacher has cancelled the final exam. Well, the apostle loved to 

tell the story of Christ. He had a compulsion to share good news. And he did it joyfully as one 

beggar telling another where to find food.  

    Fourthly, Paul loved the gospel because it was a gospel about Christ. Philippians 1:18 told us 

that his concern was that Christ be proclaimed. In I Corinthians 15, Paul sums up the gospel, in verse 

3-4 I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day 
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according to the Scriptures. He, He, He. The gospel tells about Jesus Christ, and if He is not the 

center of a gospel, it is not Paul’s gospel, it is not God’s gospel. And remember, oh please 

understand, that when you talk about Christianity, Jesus must be the issue. Morality is not the issue. 

Conservative ethics is not the issue. Belief in a supreme being is not the issue. Love is not the issue. 

Sadly, I expect many will say they are Christian but explain what that means without ever referring 

to Christ. But, as Jesus put it to his disciples long ago, Jesus now asks you the key question of your 

life, who do you say that I am? You see, that’s the issue you must face. What do you say about 

Jesus? Who is He? Not, what do you think of the church? Not, what do you think about Christian 

ethics? But, who is Jesus? And Satan will do his best to clutter up your mind with peripheral issues, 

so that you would not face up to the Christ question. Who do you say that He is? The message about 

Christ is the gospel, and Paul loved telling about His Savior and preaching His gospel. Which brings 

us to point #5 --  

    The fifth and final thing Paul loved about the gospel is that it exalts Christ. He speaks in 

verse 20 of 20 My earnest expectation and hope, that I will not be put to shame in anything, but that 

with all boldness, Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by 

death. The very purpose of the Christian’s existence is to exalt Jesus Christ. And Paul here desires to 

do that by boldly preaching the gospel because the gospel exalts Jesus.   

     The bold preaching of the gospel exalts Christ because it displays a follower who is not 

ashamed of his master. And I think it can be implied that if boldness exalts Christ, our timidity what? 

Embarrasses Him? Certainly disappoints Him. Are you disturbed, as I am, by how much we think 

about reputation and what folks think, when it’s not supposed to be about me at all. It’s about Jesus. 

I remember so well the first time that I really preached, and I do mean really preached. I had been in 

the pulpit before, but on a Sunday evening in my hometown, when I was opening up the majestic 

fifth chapter of Revelation, I got so caught up in the wonder and glory of Jesus that I finally got out 

of myself, and quit caring for a few minutes about what people were thinking of Dan. All I wanted 

was for people to see how awesome Jesus is. For the first time that I had stood in the pulpit it was all 

about him. It was about his exaltation and if that comes through my embarrassment, okay. I don’t 

think I could always say that. For years, as a boy, I wanted to exalt Jesus by being a great athlete 

who would give glory to God. I wanted to do like Nick Foles last year at the Super Bowl. I wanted to 

hold my big trophy and say thanks to my Lord and Savior Jesus. I was happy to exalt Jesus through 

my own exaltation, but Paul says that exalting Jesus was his goal whether it came through his life or 



 8 

his death. That’s a bit different. Paul was determined to exalt Jesus, even if that meant his death. His 

was a magnificent obsession.  

      Then too, Christ is exalted through the spread of the gospel. The gospel, as it spreads, exalts 

Christ by turning blasphemers into worshipers. II Corinthians 4:15 (NLT) As God’s grace reaches 

more and more people, there will be great thanksgiving, and God will receive more and more glory. 

Listen, there are many, many reasons why we should long for the conversion of souls to the praise of 

our Savior, but this, I believe, should be #1. We want Jesus to receive the glory He is due. When I 

hear the story of how someone meets the Savior in a life-changing way, it is such an encouragement 

to me to keep on declaring the word boldly so that irreligious people would hear and believe and join 

that great number who worship King Jesus. The spread of the gospel brings glory to Christ and that 

is what we live for.  

    What’s more, the content of the gospel exalts Christ. The content - it tells of His sacrificial 

love, His rising again in triumph over death and His ascension to the heavenly throne at the Father’s 

right hand. The gospel, when it is preached rightly, calls men to give Christ glory and to bow down 

before Jesus as Lord. Paul proclaimed a risen and reigning King, who commands your repentance 

and faith. II Corinthians 4:4-6 The god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that 

they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we do 

not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake. 

6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to 

give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. Is that, my friend, the 

gospel that you received? Have you received Christ, not simply as your Savior, but also as your 

Lord? Has God really ever, does He now shine in your heart, giving you the knowledge of His glory 

in the face of Jesus Christ? Have you ever known your Savior in the awesome beauty of His glorious 

purity? Has such a vision of Christ ever captured the fancy of your mind and the affection of your 

heart? If not, my friend, I invite you to the light. God says, seek Me and you shall find. By 

repentance and faith, you can make Jesus your Lord right now or you can say to a Christian friend, 

Help me, I want to know this Jesus as He really is.   

     Oh my brethren in the Lord, the gospel, isn’t it glorious? God’s gospel of the grace of Jesus, 

which alone can save men and exalt the Savior. Is it any wonder that it so possessed Paul? Now let’s 

pray that it would possess us in the same way to the glory, honor and praise of King Jesus.  

 


