
Paul’s Prayer, Part 1: The Prayer’s Focus
Philippians 1:9 

Sunday, October 21, 2018

I. Love that abounds in real knowledge and discernment

 A. The importance of love

 B. The value of knowledge

  1. Knowledge without l__________ is worthless

  2. Love without knowledge is d__________ 

II. To approve the things that are excellent

 A. The importance of v__________

 B. The root cause of frustration, resentment, and guilt is found  

      in our bad g__________  

 C. The root of a bad goal is a mistaken b__________

 D. We must distinguish not only right from wrong, but the   

      important from the t__________
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Notes:

Philippians 1:8-11
For God is my witness, how I long for you all with the affection of Christ 
Jesus. 9And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real 
knowledge and all discernment, 10so that you may approve the things that are 
excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; 11having 
been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, 
to the glory and praise of God. 
 
Ephesians 1:17-18 
That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a 
spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. 18I pray that the 
eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope 
of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints. 

Colossians 1:9 
For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray 
for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all 
spiritual wisdom and understanding. 
 
Romans 12:2 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good 
and acceptable and perfect. 
 
Ecclesiastes 12:13 
The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His 
commandments, because this applies to every person. 
 
John 17:3 
This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom You have sent. 
 
Jeremiah 9:23-24 
Thus says the Lord, “Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the 
mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches; 24but let 
him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the 
Lord who exercises lovingkindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I 
delight in these things,” declares the Lord. 

Scripture References:
(New American Standard Bible is used unless otherwise indicated)
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