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Philippians 1:3-7 9-30-18 

How to Have a Happy Pastor 
 

 We return this morning to our series on Philippians, the epistle of the apostle to the church 

at Philippi. I will be speaking with the text about a topic that is very dear to my heart. The title and 

theme of this sermon is, "How to Have a Happy Pastor." Now I'm sure this is very important for 

you too, and it just happens to be the theme of verses 3-7 in Philippians one. 3-7  I thank my God in 

all my remembrance of you, 4 always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all, 5 in 

view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 For I am confident of this 

very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. 7 For 

it is only right for me to feel this way about you all, because I have you in my heart, since both in 

my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers of grace 

with me. So now you are ready to answer the question, "how can I make my pastor happy?" And 

you should know that not all pastors are happy. That’s true. Here is a quote from a letter to the 

editor of Christianity Today. This is genuine. Someone wrote in and said, I would sooner 

encourage gifted persons to drink bleach than bid them to enter such a joyless profession as 

pastoral ministry. Simple compassion forbids it. Well, well. Someone did not have a happy time in 

the ministry. Many there are who do not, and one’s experience as pastor depends a great deal on the 

members of the church. So, it’s worth asking, “How can I make my pastor happy?” And the answer 

is, Scratch him behind the ears. No. Bake him some brownies - no, although not a bad idea, it’s not 

the best answer. The best answer is to be Philippians. Be like this church at Philippi. They made 

their pastor happy and from the description of these folks they would gladden the heart of any 

faithful pastor. You don't want to be Galatians who were notably led astray by false teachers. You 

don't want to be Corinthians who were selfish and proud and contentious. These two churches gave 

Paul headaches, but not the Philippians, and Paul delighted in them and in verses 3-7 we learn of 

them that they are a people whom the apostle remembered with joy. 

       Paul says in verse 4 that he was always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you 

all. The note of joy and rejoicing is sounded from beginning to end in this epistle and the chief 

source of that joy is the great relationship between the apostle, his Lord, and his beloved friends. 

Paul was crazy about these believers. Just look at how he describes the Philippian believers 4:1 my 

beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown. Remember that song in the Sound of 



 2 

Music, entitled My Favorite Things. Julie Andrews sings "When the dog bites, when the bee stings, 

when I'm feeling sad, I simply remember my favorite things and then I don't feel so bad." Well, 

when the legalistic dogs bit Paul, or the sting of imprisonment got to him or those foolish Galatians 

disappointed him he thought of the Philippian church. They were his joy and crown.  

    One thing I've noticed in my study of Scripture is that one's peace in life, or one's 

contentment, is dependent completely on one's relationship to God and is tested by but never 

determined by other people. Nothing you can do can take away from someone a God-given peace. 

But, that's not quite as true for joy. Joy is in the Lord, most certainly, but, in some way, partially at 

least, it is dependent, on other people. Philippians 2:2 Make my joy complete by being of the same 

mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. These Christians at 

Philippi control, in some way, the measure of Paul's joy. He says the extent of his joy is under their 

influence. And his joy is found in seeing others walk in Christ. What thrills and fills a man or 

woman of God is to see God's kingdom come and His will being done. III John 4 I have no greater 

joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth. I don't know what turns you on or what 

delights your heart but in my own life I have undergone a dramatic change. Now, there are two 

types of people in the world. Those who divide the world into two types and those who don't. Well, 

I'm one who does and one of my favorite distinctions is between what I call thing-people and 

people-people, achievers or relaters. A thing person, or achiever, is one who enjoys activity and 

challenge. He would as soon relate to a book or a computer or a tennis racket as with persons. A 

people person, on the other hand, doesn't care what he or she is doing so much as who they are 

with. Thing persons tend to be more goal oriented and more disciplined. People persons tend to be 

people oriented and more friendly and loyal. Well, I am naturally a thing person, an achiever more 

than a relater. I grew up relating to balls, bats, and racquets. I couldn't understand a party at which 

there were no planned activities and my spare hours were often spent alone pursuing athletic goals. 

But, as I began to mature spiritually, and as I joined a new church, I found that my loves changed 

from basketball and other sports to human beings. And by the time I finished college the one verse 

that expressed my affections, and how they had altered, was Psalm 16:3 As for the saints who are in 

the earth, they are the majestic ones in whom is all my delight. My joys in life no longer were 

named Spaulding, Wilson and Voit but Jill and Bill and Seth and Beth, especially Beth. The saints: 

they were my delight. Have you found the saints to be your delight as well? A love for those who 

love the Lord is an indicator of walking in the Spirit. If you have little or no interest in being with 
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and sharing with and loving on the family of God, ask yourself why that may be. One thing I must 

note, in warning, is that becoming more of a people person is tough emotionally. When you invest 

in others, your joy can increase dramatically, but so too your sorrow. Beth and I say this to couples 

who are headed toward marriage. Marriage will intensify your sorrows, as it may also, your 

pleasures. And if marriage does that, parenthood all the more. Any time you invest in other people, 

sinful people, you run the risk of major, major disappointment. Marriage and parenting, pastoring 

as well, can be the most painful thing you ever engage in because you are putting so much into very 

high-risk stocks. People really let you down. Computers, books, and balls are more dependable than 

people. Pets are as well, but they just are not as important and the joy they bring can't even be 

compared. 

     Well, Paul had joy in these people because they walked in Christ. But also because they 

worked for Christ. He says he thanked God for them 5 In view of your participation in the gospel 

from the first day until now. What he is saying is that these people took part in the ministry. They 

worked with Paul. Sad is the pastor who must work alone, and I know many of them, but glad was 

the apostle because these whom he loved served the Master whom he loved and worked toward the 

same objective Paul had - to proclaim everywhere the gospel of Christ. And a church full of willing 

workers and active witnesses would delight any faithful pastor. That is, in large measure, why this 

pastor is so happy to be with you in this church. Are you familiar with the concept of love 

languages? Not romance languages, but love languages. Gary Chapman wrote a book popularizing 

this notion, that each individual expresses and receives love in one or more of five different ways. 

We express and receive love by verbal affirmations, or by physical affection, or by the giving of 

gifts, by the spending of time, and lastly by deeds of service. Those are the five ways. Now, being a 

goal-oriented guy, my love-language is mostly deeds of service. I am blessed by your hugs and 

kind words and gifts, but what really thrills me is when you lay out your time and talents for the 

Lord’s service and really make a difference for His kingdom, and especially in our church – when 

you help us reach our goal of making disciples who worship God passionately, connect with each 

other in caring community and impact the world by word and deed. That is what it means to be a 

participant in the work of the gospel. I mean, I can’t remember Joe Wanninger ever giving me a 

hug, or telling me how great my sermons are, and he certainly never baked me a pie, but twice a 

week for the last three years he has been loving the Lord and loving me and supporting the church 

with his talents and his labor – participating in the work of the gospel by keeping our buildings 
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clean and functional. That's what it means to be Philippians. That’s how you put a smile on a 

pastor’s face. 

    I mention something else that robs many faithful pastors and elders of joy. It is fear for the 

souls of their people, a nagging doubt about the spiritual condition and eternal destiny of those 

assigned to their charge. I think you can understand why that would be a real joy-robber. I am 

reminded of the bumper sticker that says, Live so that your pastor won’t have to lie at your funeral. 

I hope you have better motivations for godly living than that, but it is the case that our assurance is 

weaker for those who gave little evidence of true faith.  But, as we’ve seen that Paul remembered 

the Philippians with joy, we see now that he was able to remember them with joy because he 

regarded them with confidence. 6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good 

work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. Paul is confident that his friends will be 

with him in glory, and his confidence is based on two things: (1) His knowledge that God finishes 

what He starts and (2) His belief that their faith and their work was divinely produced or that their 

conversion was God's doing. That first premise is sure and certain. God finishes what He starts. 

There are some believers out there, including some entire denominations who teach that salvation, 

eternal life, can be lost. Apart from the many Scriptures that affirm otherwise, the notion itself is 

problematic. John 3:16 says that if you believe, you have eternal life. Question: For how long do 

you have eternal life? Huh? I mean, eternal life, is something that, by the nature of the case, you 

cannot lose. The word “eternal” means that if you lost it you never had it. Right? But, what 

distresses me most about a theology which claims salvation can be lost, is the apparent 

misunderstanding of who is responsible for our salvation. Certainly, if my salvation is my doing, if 

it is my work, then I suppose it can be lost. But if Jesus is my Savior, if I am His workmanship, if it 

is His grace and power that has begun the work, then what a slander it would be to suggest He may 

not follow-through. Hebrews 12 enjoins us to fix our eyes on Jesus who is the author and the 

perfecter, the starter, and the finisher, of our faith. As a Christian I am His workmanship and Jesus 

completes what He begins. He carries out His purpose completely, and no devil, no circumstance 

and no person can stop Him. This is not to imply that there are not phonies out there, or in here. 

The New Testament tells us often that some who profess faith are not genuine. There are tares 

among the wheat, there are false-brethren, and there are some who are deluded. There are some 

claiming to love Jesus now, who will not claim that in ten years. I John 2 speaks of these, but notice 

what it says about them. I John 2:19 They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if 
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they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown 

that they all are not of us. Does John indicate that these people changed sides? No, no. Just that 

they had us fooled for a while. Those in whom Jesus is truly doing His saving work, they stick, 

because He is perfecting them. They persevere with faith because He preserving them with power.  

    The second pillar of Paul’s confidence in his friends is his belief that their faith and their 

work was divinely produced or that their conversion was God's doing. This one is not quite so sure 

and is dependent on evidence. But Paul has good evidence for his belief. He concludes that the 

Philippian Christians are God's new creation in Christ because of the fruit of their rebirth. Let's look 

together at four such fruits or evidences of a genuine work of grace in their souls.  

     The first is immediate charity. Look at Acts 16 which records the story of the founding of 

the church in Philippi. In verse 13 we find Paul preaching the gospel and in verse 14 we find Lydia 

receiving Paul's message and in verse 15 we find that Lydia's faith exhibited itself in kindness and    

hospitality as she opened her house to be Paul's base of operation while in her city. In vs. 32 it says 

Paul spoke the word of the Lord to the jailer man and this man believed and exhibited his faith 

immediately 32-33 They spoke the word of the Lord to him together with all who were in his house. 

33 And he took them that very hour of the night and washed their wounds, and immediately he was 

baptized, he and all his household. You see there were immediate evidences of a changed heart and 

a change of values, positive indicators that their profession of faith was sincere and genuine, a true 

work of a mighty God. Conversion makes a difference in a soul. And when someone walks an aisle 

or signs a card and demonstrates no particular change of life, what you have is a shallow 

profession, but no real, saving change.  

      The second evidence of a genuine work of grace in the souls of the Philippians was an 

evangelistic concern. Verse five of our text said that the Philippian Christians participated in gospel 

work "from the first day." The jailer man provides for us the example because after he heard the    

glorious gospel preached by Paul and Silas he had an immediate concern not only for his own soul 

but also for others and he exhibited his faith again by bringing these preachers home to speak to his 

wife and kids. This new convert obviously understood the unmatched importance of this gospel and    

the obvious need that men have for a Savior and so he was concerned that this saving message be 

heard. And one important evidence that a new convert is sincere in his confession is that he will 

express concern for the salvation of others. If he does not it is a sign that he does not take   
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seriously the benefits or the warnings of the gospel. But to the apostle's comfort this evidence of a 

work of God was present in his converts.  

    The third evidence of a genuine work of grace in the souls of the Philippians was a 

perseverance in faith. There was a knock at the door. A man opens and finds a snail there. He picks 

up the little critter and throws it as far as he can. Three years later again there was a knock at the 

door, and there again sits the snail. He looks at the man and says, “What was that about?” I like 

that. There was a critter that persevered. Jesus told a parable about four types of soil, each of which 

encountered seed, but did with the seed very different things. The point of his parable is that some 

people reject the truth right away, that others receive it, but only superficially, and only a portion of 

those who respond positively to the truth really embrace it and are changed by it. That mighty 

parable should warn us that some plants, some "Christians" sprout quickly but don't last. Some of 

you here wish that I would give an altar call after our Sunday sermons. Sometimes I do. I have 

nothing against the altar call, but many people seem to think that without an altar call no one gets 

converted, which is kind of funny to think about because the altar call has been used in the church 

for only the last century or so. Charles Spurgeon, the great evangelist in London, never gave altar 

calls, and when someone challenged him to do so because you have to pull people in when the 

emotions are warm, Spurgeon responded by saying, “If it’s of God, it will last until the morning.” 

He’s right. A true work of God in a person's heart will last. And that work in the Philippians was 

demonstrated by the fact that their faith stood firm and lasted "from the first day until now." Often 

people profess Christ from some emotional stimulus without any understanding or true change of 

heart, but such professions of faith do not last. D.L. Moody who started the altar call system 

discovered how many would walk an aisle from some other stimulus than God. Moody once ran 

into an intoxicated man on the street who said to him. "Hey, aren't you Mr. Moody? I am one of 

your converts." Moody replied, "That may be so but you obviously aren't one of God's." Point is 

that those in whom the saving work of Christ has truly begun, do endure in faith to the end.  

     Verse six of our text is often quoted in defense of the doctrine that says when someone is 

once saved they are always saved. I believe it does teach that, but the verse also refutes any notion 

of human perfectionism. Some may claim that they have reached a state of absolute moral purity 

but our text says 6b He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. 

That is, until the day of Christ, if you are a convert of God He is going to perfect or mature you 

"until the day," not until you are satisfied with your religiosity, not until you reach 40, 50, 70 and 
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decide you've had enough maturing. No matter how advanced in years you are, if you are a work of 

God you are being perfected. That means you aren’t there yet. Your spiritual life may be developed 

in new areas to fit your age but in God's garden if you are alive you are growing. That's true if you 

are 8 or 80. You see that Paul's confidence that God began the work in Philippi is based on not just 

immediate fruit but on their perseverance in faith over a long stretch of time.  

     The fourth evidence of a genuine work of grace in the souls of the Philippians is that they 

were able to endure trials. Some of you here have been teachers, and I'm sure you have had the 

experience of teaching a class of seemingly attentive students who apparently were soaking in 

everything you said only to find out at exam time that you were talking to the walls. Your students 

looked good but failed the test. And since then you aren't so quick to assume that your lessons are 

getting through. Well, similarly we learn not to be so sure persons are truly trusting Christ until 

their faith has been tested by some kind of trial. When I was in youth ministry we saw scores of 

kids profess Christ in the summer but fade away under the peer pressure that came in the fall when 

they returned to school. It may be peer pressure, a health problem, a great disappointment or even 

outright persecution but until faith survives a trial we are without the confidence Paul had in his 

friends. Again, Jesus, in the parable of the four soils describes the seed that fell on rocky ground. It 

sprang up quickly but when the sun came out it withered away because although it looked good 

outwardly it had no firm root and so it died. In Matthew 7 Jesus describes two houses, one built on 

the rock the other on sand but you could not tell the differences between them until the storm came. 

I Peter 1 says trials prove or test your faith. I Peter 1:6b-7 (NIV) Now for a little while you may 

have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7These have come so that your faith--of greater worth 

than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire--may be proved genuine and may result in 

praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. The Philippians had taken the test, passed it 

and proven their faith. 1:29 For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in 

Him, but also to suffer for His sake. Apparently they knew no small measure of persecution as was 

common in that time. But they stood fast. They also experienced the trial of losing their leader 

when Paul left. For many churches and religious groups the loss of such a leader would be disaster. 

It is always a test. But, again, the Philippians endured.                       

       So, because of the immediate fruit of kindness and evangelistic concern, and the strong 

testimony of their perseverance and endurance in trials Paul concludes that what he saw take place 

in these Philippians was a true work of God. Look at I Thessalonians 1:2-4 We give thanks to God 
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always for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers; 3 constantly bearing in mind your 

work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence 

of our God and Father, 4 knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you. Paul reasons from 

their persevering faithfulness to conclude that they are truly elect people bound for heaven. Now 

look back at Philippians 1:6. Paul here asserts what is called the doctrine of the perseverance of the 

saints, but this assertion of confidence is not established in the innate ability of the Philippians to    

persevere. The basis of Paul’s assurance is that God, who obviously has worked in these people, 

will complete what He has begun. The doctrine of the perseverance of the saints says more about 

God than it does about man. It is simply an affirmation of faith in the One who said in Romans 8:30 

that whom He calls to Himself, these He will also glorify. And so far from being a license to sin 

with impunity, the truth behind this doctrine is that God is at work perfecting all those who are 

truly His.                  

     As a result of His remembering them with joy and regarding them with confidence, the 

Philippians also were a people for whom Paul thanked God, as verse 3 tells us. Paul had joy and 

confidence in them but he thanked God for their faith because that faith was God’s work. It has to 

be because as Ephesians 2 tells us man is dead in sin and can do nothing apart from Jesus. Even 

now sin would conquer us except for God’s grace. We are like lead weights ready to sink if God let 

go of us. So, when we see a Christian pressing on and growing what can we conclude? Philippians 

2:13 It is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. We conclude 

that God is at work in them and so we give thanks for His work.  

      This is something Christians could surely do more often. We're good at praying for folks 

when they falter but let’s also thank God for His preserving and sanctifying grace in those who 

don't falter. I’ve been a believer and a pastor long enough to know dozens of folks who seemingly 

lived for Christ ten, twenty, thirty years ago, but no longer. That truly grieves me. In fact, the devil 

has sought to use that reality to discourage and defeat me. But my good Father has taught me that 

the greater thing is not man’s capriciousness, but God’s constancy, his perseverance with us and 

that I have so much more reason to be glad and thankful for those many faithful Christians who 

persevered by the grace of God. Beth and I spent time last week in Florida with friends who came 

to faith in our youth ministry forty years ago. They have been through trials, they have watched 

many fall away, but they still love Jesus, and that is awesome! Regularly we hear of Christians who 

have abandoned the faith, embarrassed the Lord, given up the race. But every week we gather here 
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with so many who press on, who continue faithful. What a blessing, what reason for praise is right 

here in this room. Look at II Thessalonians 1:3 with me. It is amazing how often Paul says this he 

thanks God for other believers. II Thessalonians 1:3 We ought always to give thanks to God for 

you, brethren, as is only fitting, because your faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of 

you toward one another grows ever greater. Let me stop here for a moment just to say that this 

verse describes how I do feel about you folks. It has been my delight to pastor in this place for 

more than nine years and that has given me joy as I see the love and the devotion so many have 

shown toward our Savior, and toward our church family, and toward the lost both near and far. You 

are the saints of God, in whom is all my delight.  

       Paul thanked God for these Philippian believers, but he also went on to express his 

dependence on God by continuing to pray for them 4a Always offering prayer with joy in my every 

prayer for you all. And brethren, as we learn to thank God for each other, don't stop praying. Don't 

let up. Remember that we do have an enemy seeking to devour, and remember Isaiah 62:6c-7 You 

who remind the LORD, take no rest for yourselves; 7 and give Him no rest until He establishes and 

makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth. Do and be these things so that your pastors, and, most of all, 

our Great Shepherd, the Lord Jesus, may say of us that we are a people remembered with joy and 

regarded with confidence to the end that God our Savior receives praise, honor, blessing, and glory 

in this age, on the day of Christ Jesus, and forever.  

 


