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                  Philippians 1:1 9-16-18         

Bondservant 
 

  I begin this morning a series of expository messages from and on this book of Philippians, 

this epistle of the apostle to the church at Philippi. It is with hope, but also fear that I begin such a 

series. My fear is that I may sound as if I am delivering a weekly eulogy in praise of the book’s 

author. I present to you the book of Philippians as the word of God, but it is also the word of the 

great apostle Paul and it is a very personal word. It reveals much of his heart and really forms for us 

a virtual character study. But it is a study of the Christian, the real thing, the genuine article, the real 

McCoy. And in a day of artificiality and phoniness, especially in an election year, we need to study 

an example of the genuine, so that by it we may evaluate our own standing and our own condition. 

Hear the word of God. Philippians 1:1-5 Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, to all the 

saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, including the overseers and deacons: 2 Grace to you and 

peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of 

you, 4 always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all, 5 in view of your participation 

in the gospel from the first day until now. 

      I said it was a personal book and so we find at the start Paul’s personal address. 1a Paul 

and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus. The letter comes from Paul and Timothy, not Paul 

alone. But Timothy’s name is included as a show of respect for him as Paul’s fellow-worker and 

possibly as credit given to Timothy as the one who actually penned this letter at the dictation of the 

apostle. But it is obvious that the letter is Paul’s alone as he writes in the first person singular when 

he says, I thank my God. But he does, in verse one, use a label that applies to both himself and 

Timothy. He describes them as bond-servants of Christ Jesus. Now, I believe such a self-designation 

by this man tells us a great deal. How do you identify yourself? Who are you? What is the core of 

your identity? Are you primarily an engineer or a Christian? A home-school mom or a follower of 

Jesus? A Republican or a child of God? What about your designation of others? Suppose someone 

asked you, “Who is Amber Stites?” What would you say? Is she a great teacher? Andy’s wife? 

Alana’s mother? Or is she a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ? I believe that it is a very revealing 

question about what you think is important. Suppose someone is introducing Hillary Clinton, what 

would they say? The Secretary of State? The Democratic nominee? The wife of former President 

Bill? How would her daughter introduce her? “My mom.” You see, we designate people by that 
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which we deem more important about them whether that be a position or accomplishment or a 

relationship. What you pick depends on your values. If you value politics you will call Hillary the 

nominee. If you value family she is wife or mom. And I do find it most interesting that Paul did not 

designate himself by his job, or his family status or his accomplishments. He did not say, I am Paul 

of Tarsus, pastor of the 2,000 member church at Ephesus. He said, I am a bondservant of Jesus 

Christ, because nothing more important can be said about any man. Paul identifies himself by his 

relationship with his Lord because that was what best explained who Paul was. Paul says, I am a 

servant, and in itself that is not so significant. If someone tells you that they worked as personal aid 

for Dan Hendley, you would not be impressed, but what if they said they work as personal aid for 

Bill Gates? Hmm. Chuck Colson is the founder of Prison Fellowship, and a man who was chief 

counsel to President Richard Nixon before he got swept out of office in the Watergate scandal of the 

1970s. Many years ago, when I read Colson’s autobiography, I was interested to see how he once 

gloried in his position as a chief aid to Nixon. His greatest thrill in life was to be a servant at the 

beck and call of another. But it was only a thrill because of whom he served. He served the most 

powerful man in the world and so he found in that master-servant relationship a great satisfaction. 

But look at whom Paul served. He isn’t servant to a president or a king, but to the king of kings and 

to the Lord of Lords. And he gloried not in whom he had under him, but in whom he had over him. 

This is to be our glory my friend. It doesn’t matter what great things you have accomplished, or what 

great titles you have won, there is no title greater than this one: a bond-servant of Christ Jesus.  

       Last Saturday, for a few minutes only, I watched the rather pitiful and wet Penn State vs 

Pitt football game but I noticed a jersey on the Pitt team that caught my eye. It belongs to a punter 

from Australia named Kirk Christodoulo. His first name means “church.” His last name means, 

“servant of Christ.” The word translated in some Bible versions as servant or slave is the Greek 

word doulos. My Bible, the New American Standard, translates it as bond-servant and they do so 

because the meaning falls somewhere in between our words servant and slave. The doulos was not a 

slave of the chains and whips variety which we often associate with the institution. But neither was 

he a servant who worked under a simple labor-management agreement. He could not go on strike 

because a doulos was not free to quit. He was bound to his master who had bought him. And so the 

translation bond-servant. He was, in truth, the possession of his master. So, when Paul says he is a 

doulos of Christ Jesus, he was not only telling who received his service, but who, in fact, owned 

him. Did you know that if you are a Christian, you are owned by Jesus Christ? Is that a part of your 
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self-image? I Corinthians 7:23a You were bought with a price. You belong to Christ. And oh my 

does that truth ever have some powerful implications! The most important is that if Christ is your 

master than nothing or no one else is. Think of what the Bible says, You cannot serve God and 

money, for no man can serve two masters. I Corinthians 7:23 goes on to say 23b You were bought 

with a price; do not become slaves of men. Look at Galatians 1:10 For am I now seeking the favor of 

men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a 

bond-servant of Christ. The same truth. If you are like Paul, a card-carrying servant of Jesus Christ, 

you are placing all else in subordination to that one supreme allegiance. And oh, I’m talking slavery 

from my mouth, but in my heart I am thinking freedom, freedom, freedom! When Christ is your 

Master you are free from bondage to everything else. When Christ is your master you are free from 

men and you are free from their opinions and that is glorious. Martin Buxbaum said, Freedom is 

being able to do what you please without considering anyone except your wife, the police, your boss, 

your insurance company, your doctor, your neighbor and all federal and state authorities. No, no. 

Freedom is having one boss who is demanding but oh so gracious! From Jr. High-school on, most of 

us are tossed about by the opinions of others. Some of us despise ourselves because we don’t rate in 

the area of physical attractiveness. Some of us feel useless because we aren’t quite the bread-winner 

we hoped to be. Some of you spouses walk around with a weight on your soul because your husband 

or wife is dissatisfied with you. But if that is the way we think we are still tied by mental cords to the 

opinions of men, to the values set forth by this corrupt world, and God calls you to break free and 

serve Christ alone. Do you hear me? Christ does not judge you by worldly standards. Oh how it 

breaks my heart to speak with people who write themselves off as failures because they heed not the 

voice of  the Master, but the voice of the world, and the voice of the devil who wants us to believe 

we are nobody in God’s eyes. We get so worried over things our real Master doesn’t care a flip 

about because we still want to please men. Stop that. In our bondage to Christ we are freed from 

men. We have one Master and to Him we answer.  

     Another wonderful implication of being a bond-servant is that it frees us from self-seeking. 

We can get off that awful treadmill of always having to make sure we get treated right, and having to 

fight for our rights, because if you are really a doulos, really a slave of Jesus, what rights do you 

really have? So many of us live our lives in a state of perpetual offendedness. We get our feathers 

ruffled by the slightest indication that we are regarded with anything less than the highest honor. 

Bondservants don’t struggle with that. Bond-servants are interested in the treatment the Master gets, 



 4 

but not about themselves. Their status frees them from that concern. One thing I know I get offended 

over too easily is when people borrow my books and don’t return them. Man, that bakes my potato. 

But it shouldn’t. They are the Lord’s books after all. One of the books I found missing is called 

Rebuilding Your Broken World by Gordon MacDonald. Here is a quote from that book that speaks to 

me. MacDonald says, You know if you are a servant by how you react when you are treated like one. 

Wow! Listen to that again. You know if you are a servant by how you react when you are treated like 

one. A real servant-spirit is not easily offended because it is free from self.  

      By our attachments to Jesus we are freed from men and from self and one other thing I 

want to mention. See if you can identify it from this text. Romans 6:17-18 But thanks be to God that 

though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which 

you were committed, 18 and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 6:22 

But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in 

sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life. 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has 

set you free from the law of sin and of death. Did you get it? Do you see what else we are freed 

from? As you become Christ’s servant you become free from the dominion of sin over your will. 

You don’t have to sin anymore. There is a whole sermon in that thought, but what I want to point 

you to is the idea that our servanthood is related to our freedom, as paradoxical as that may sound. 

But the plain fact is that there is no such thing as this liberal idea of freedom from everything and 

everybody. Romans 6:16 Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves 

for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of 

obedience resulting in righteousness? It’s an either/or. You either serve sin or serve Christ. Bob 

Dylan, in his Christian period, back in the early 80s, sang a song called You Gotta Serve Somebody.  

And I didn’t like the music and I don’t like his voice but the words were on target. He said, It may be 

the devil, or it may be the Lord, but you gotta serve somebody. Paul said, I am a slave of Jesus 

Christ. What about you? Whose slave are you? Your momma? Your wife? Your boss? Your culture? 

Your lusts? The true Christian is a servant to his master. And I must remind you that no matter what 

you come to think about your Christianity, don’t forget that in the final analysis, it is not primarily a 

lifestyle or a set of rules or a set of beliefs, but a relationship with one who is our Savior, our 

Creator, our Redeemer, our Shepherd and our Master. Paul tells us in the one word doulos that he is 

a man with a Master. And just because he is a man with a master, he is also a man with a mission 

and it was the Master’s mission and that mission was to preach a message which was the Master’s 
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message and he carried out the Master’s mission by preaching the Master’s message and thus he 

became a man with a master, a mission and a message – a bond-servant of Christ Jesus.  

       Now, having looked at the man with the Master, I want to look at the Master with the man 

and try to show you through the life of Paul just what God does with one who abandons self to be a 

servant of Christ. Oswald Sanders, writes:  

Give me a man of God – one man. Whose faith is master of his mind.  

And I will right all wrongs; And bless the name of all mankind.  

Give me a man of God- one man, Whose tongue is touched with heaven’s fire,  

And I will flame the darkest hearts With high resolve and clean desire.  

Give me a man of God- one man, One mighty prophet of the Lord,  

And I will give you peace on earth, Bought with a prayer and not a sword.  

Give me a man of God- one man, True to the vision that he sees,  

And I will build your broken shrines And bring the nation to their knees.  

 

  And we see the power of the Lord in such a man in the life of Paul. Look at Acts 16 where I 

will kill two birds with one stone. Acts 16 is a great example of how God used Paul, but in addition, 

it is the account of the founding of the church in the great Roman colony of Philippi and so very 

appropriate for our consideration as we begin a study of Philippians. Now, from this chapter I want 

you to see three things that the Master does with his man, with his willing servant. The first thing we 

see the Lord doing with his servant is directing his ministry. Look at Acts 16:6-10  

They passed through the Phrygian and Galatian region, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to 

speak the word in Asia; 7 and after they came to Mysia, they were trying to go into Bithynia, and the 

Spirit of Jesus did not permit them; 8 and passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas. 9 A vision 

appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing and appealing to him, and saying, 

"Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 When he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to 

go into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.   

 

It is really a wonderful thing to have direction in life isn’t it? Think of college-aged young people. 

Some of them are very settled in their direction, some are very confused. For some life is presenting 

something like this sign. What does that mean? Some of you, as you face the future feel like you are 

getting confusing signals. Life is throwing one of these at you. But one of God’s typical blessings 

for his servant is guidance. It may not come as quickly as we would like, but it will come as we seek 

first the Lord. That is key. Paul had made himself utterly available to God and God directed him 

with the vision of this man. Now, I would point out that Paul was not sitting on his duff saying, 

“Okay, Lord, you give me direction and I will go.” Paul was already on the move. He was already 

going and God didn’t have to open doors for this man, He had to close doors. It’s much easier to 
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steer a moving car than a sitting one and if you want to know God’s best for your life, get out there 

doing what is right and God will show you what is best. If you want to know God’s will for your 

future, focus on doing what you know to be God’s will now.  

     The second thing the Master does with His servant is to produce fruit by him. This is fruit 

that arose as the Lord declared his message through his servant. 14 A woman named Lydia, from the 

city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord opened 

her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul. And not only this, but by the time Paul leaves 

Philippi, many days and 26 verses later there was a church going and growing. God had blessed the 

apostle with effectiveness in his labor. It is certainly possible for God, in His sovereign wisdom, to 

withhold this gift from his servant, but it is not the norm. The norm is that when we are faithfully 

and passionately declaring the gospel lives will change, because that gospel is God’s power unto 

salvation.  

      The third thing we see the Master doing with his servant is that he gives him songs in his 

suffering. Paul and Silas are falsely accused, roughed up, severely beaten and thrown in jail. And 

then see verse 25 of Acts 16:25 But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns 

of praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. The Lord never promised his servants a 

rose garden. He never said it would be easy. In fact, Christ said, They hate me and they will hate 

you. And oh how foolish we are when we break our backs to be friends with people who hate our 

master. Tozer said, My greatest honor in life is to be loved by those that love Him and hated by those 

who hate him. That’s not something you strive towards, but it’s something that comes inevitably and 

surely. The Scriptures say, Those who desire to be godly will be persecuted. Christ never said the 

spiritual life would be free from trial, but he did say that from your belly will flow rivers of living 

water. From within us come songs, no matter what our circumstances and that’s the Master’s gift to 

his servant. And it is a gift, like almost all of God’s gifts , that is received by faith. Because they 

really believed the gospel message, Paul and Silas, had a completely different perspective on prison. 

They saw it as part of the Master’s plan and they knew they had a great and good Master to whom 

had been given all authority in heaven and earth. You see, the Christian lives in the same 

environment as the unbeliever, but he sees it through different eyes, and so has a different response. 

Now, if you find yourself relating more to the other prisoners than you do to Paul and Silas in this 

story. If you cannot fathom how they could be singing in jail, but you would like what they have, 

what you need to work on is not so much your doings but your thinkings. You will never be able to 
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act like a Christian in the midst of suffering until you think like a Christian in the midst of suffering. 

The gospel, the reality of Christ’s love and power, has to always be the focus of our lives. Nothing 

else should ever have a stronger grip on our emotions than that. I speak here in terms of the ideal. I 

don’t pretend to think that I am there yet. I am way too affected by my circumstances and don’t 

really know where I would have been in the Philippian jail, had that become my Motel 13. But I 

know where I want to be. On Monday, I had a frustrating day in lots of ways. I really didn’t feel very 

good. I wasn’t very productive at my desk. Late afternoon I heard my wife come home and I 

prepared myself in case she was to ask me about my day. She never asked, but had she asked me 

how I was doing, I was ready to say to her, “I am a heaven-bound, blood-bought, born-again child of 

the God of glory. Hallelujah!” All of that is true. And all of that is more important than anything else 

that went on that Monday. I remember a few days earlier when someone called and asked me how I 

was doing and I said, “I am eating a Snickers ice-cream bar, so I’m doing great.” You can relate to 

that can’t you? I mean those things are good. Chocolate shell, soft ice-cream middle, caramel and 

peanuts in perfect balance. Woah! But listen, if eating a snickers guarantees that I am doing well, 

then walking with Christ must do that more so. You see, the fact is that if Paul and Silas had let 

themselves get down there in the Philippian jail, they would be saying that what wicked men in 

Philippi did to them, was more important than what Christ did for them. Think about that. That is 

what we do when we let the aggravations of life rob us of joy. We are taking little thorns and 

holding them so close to our attention that we block out the immensity of the sun. We can either 

dwell on our troubles and say, “Look what the world has come to.” Or we can dwell on the good 

news and say, “Look what has come to the world!” You know, that snickers bar I mentioned would 

never have done much for me had I just left it in its package and carried it around. If you want it to 

thrill your senses and alter your mood you have to unwrap it and chomp down. In the same way, if 

the gospel is going to become God’s mood-altering drug for you, then you have to unwrap it and 

taste its sweetness. Paul and Silas were living in the great truths of the gospel and that is why they 

could be singing in jail.  

      What great and mighty things the Master does for and through his bond-servant. II 

Chronicles 16:9 The eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly 

support those whose heart is completely His. The Lord’s eyes roam the earth right now. Who will be 

that man or that woman whose heart is completely his? How about you? You know you have been a 

half-hearted servant, or maybe ¾ or 4/5 but there are things, parts of your heart you’ve held back. 
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Won’t you commit it into the hands of the Master today? When we give it all to Jesus we find 

freedom.  

      I expect that may not make sense to you – the proposal that slavery to Jesus is freedom. 

Tim Keller notes that Jesus uses a negative word – narrow, for the right way to go and broad for the 

wrong way. Jesus says the broad way is the way to narrowness and the narrow way is the way to 

freedom. The thing that looks spacious leads to deadly narrowness and that which looks narrow 

leads to incredible vastness and breadth and freedom. In The Chronicles of Narnia a man walks into 

a small stable and when he does he looks up and sees the high blue sky and a forest and lakes. He 

says it seems that the stable as seen from the outside and the stable as seen from the inside are two 

different places. A person next to him says, yes, its inside is bigger than its outside. Jesus says the 

gospel on the outside looks very cramped but once in it you find it to be unbelievably spacious and 

the alternatives looks broad, spacious, free and tolerant, but inside they are incredibly narrow and 

lead to death. Real freedom is following the Christ, and serving Him.  

      Today we’ve looked at a man with a master and how the master used him. But what I hope 

you see portrayed before you is not Paul, the super-Christian, but instead a simple description of 

normal Christianity as God has designed it to be – a life lived as a servant before his Lord with all 

the peace, joy and power that comes from that relationship of man and master. Maybe you’ve never 

seen your faith in that way, maybe you’ve forgotten. I call on you today to renew your bonds to the 

Master and come to see yourself as Paul did, as a bond-servant of Christ Jesus. Would you close by 

saying this with me: (this deserves to be said with a smile) I am, by the grace of God, a bond-

servant of Jesus Christ, whom to serve is my privilege and delight, for He has bought me with 

His blood and in His service I find my purpose and my joy. I am forever a bond-servant of 

Jesus.  

     


