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LUKE 4:14-30 8-26-18 
The Rejected Messiah 

 
 In this gospel Luke writes as a historian, but he does more than that. He also writes 

polemically. He skillfully uses the events of Jesus’ life and the works of Jesus’ power to argue for a 

point, a point which may be summed up by the Christian fish symbol the ichthus. Do you know 

why the fish is a symbol of Christian faith? It was taken as such in the early church, a church that 

had its Scripture in the Greek language and in Greek, the term ichthus (means fish. For the 

Christian this term served as an acrostic summing up his faith. The 5 letters of stood for 

Jesus Christ, God’s Son, Savior. That packs in a lot in five words doesn’t it? Jesus Christ, God’s 

Son, Savior. Throughout his book, Luke makes that claim and confesses that reality in many ways. 

He also challenges his readers to respond. As Jesus speaks, men say, “No one has ever spoken like 

this. Who is this man?” In chapter seven they asked "Who is this man who even forgives sins?" 

(7:49) In Chapter 9, Herod asks, “Who is this man about whom I hear such things?" “Who is 

Jesus?” is the question you ask repeatedly as you read Luke’s gospel. Is He Joseph’s son? Is He the 

Christ? In Luke 8 we find Jesus in a storm and He says to the wind, “Cool it!” and it does. The 

disciples then ask, “Who then is this that He commands the wind and water and they obey?” (Luke 

8:25). It is sort of like what you have in the old Lone Ranger TV shows. Remember, they would 

always be asking, Who is that masked man? Finally, Jesus puts to his disciples that very question. 

Who do men say that I am? They said, “Oh, some say Elijah, some say the prophet, some say You 

are a kook.” It was Peter who said, “Thou are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Years ago I 

saw a Ziggy cartoon that shows the little guy standing before the pearly gates and St. Peter is 

saying, “This may not be what you expected, but if you can explain the action of the rear 

differential on a car, you can get in.” I really don’t think that is going to be part of our final exam. 

But this question may very well be part. Who do you say Jesus is? It is no exaggeration to say that 

your eternal destiny hinges on how you answer that question. Dismiss Him as a teacher and you 

lose your soul. Regard Him only as a fine model of humanitarian concern and you forfeit eternity. 

Bow before Him as Lord and Savior, then heaven and earth will be yours.  

     Luke 4:14-15 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about Him 

spread through all the surrounding district. 15 And He began teaching in their synagogues and was 

praised by all. Wow! Jesus was really making it big. He was a celebrity, and then He returns home. 
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Who here attended a high-school reunion this year? My brother just went to his fiftieth. These 

events always fascinate me. The reuniting of old friends, old enemies, old competitors, old lovers. 

Jay Leno highlighted a classified ad that exhibits just how intensely some people feel about these 

reunions. Look at this. It says, I need a loan for $1000. Will pay back in 8 weeks. Honest, mid-west 

guy with job. Need hair transplant for 20 year reunion. He closes: DESPERATE, contact Dan.  

This was not me, but if I needed hair I could understand the concern. It can be a dramatic event as 

we all get together and mentally size each other up, evaluating what we have become. The return of 

Jesus to His hometown in Nazareth is such a dramatic event, especially since Jesus is now a 

celebrity of sorts. (Anybody here have any celebrities in your graduating class?) 

     Luke 4:16 And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was His 

custom, He entered the synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood up to read. Isn’t it interesting that our 

Lord had customs, had habits? We all do you know. The difference among us is that some have 

good habits and some have other kinds. Sometimes our habits are all that sustain us. Some of you 

have gone to church on Sunday so long you wouldn’t know what to do if you didn’t. Sometimes, 

you may be halfway to church on Sunday before you realize, “I really don’t feel like doing this 

today.” But your custom serves you well. And, at the risk of sounding like an old Sunday School 

teacher, should not one of your habits be going to church? It was a Jesus habit. Jesus went, and it 

says He stood to read. Probably he was invited to do so. It was only natural in that culture, that a 

visiting rabbi, especially one of such note, would be asked to say a few words. 17 And the book of 

the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He opened the book and found the place where it was 

written. Stop for a moment and consider that Jesus knew His way around the Scriptures. He finds 

Isaiah 61 and reads 18-19 "THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO 

PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND 

RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED, 19 TO PROCLAIM THE 

FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD.” And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and sat 

down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him. Ohhh, Jesus knew how to heighten 

the drama and He did. All eyes were fixed, riveted on Him. What now would He say? Luke 

summarizes his sermon in 21 And He began to say to them, "Today this Scripture has been fulfilled 

in your hearing.” Who do you say that Jesus is? Jesus here implies that He is the promised One, the 

long-awaited anointed one of Israel. Jesus claims to be Messiah. Messiah, Mashiach ַָמשִׁיחַ   

means in Hebrew anointed, and Jesus had said 18ab THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE 
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HE ANOINTED ME. The passage from Isaiah was understood among Jews to apply to the coming 

Messiah, the promised king, and Jesus applies it to whom? To Himself. When He speaks, He 

doesn’t talk of yesterday or tomorrow, but He says, “Today.” Now, the time of fulfillment has 

come in me. Who is Jesus? Jesus claims to be the Messiah. For the sake of order you can call this, 

up to now, point #1, the claim to be Messiah.  

     Next, we want to consider, in a little more depth, the work of the Messiah, and thirdly, in 

even more depth, or length, the response to Messiah. To look at Messiah’s work, we look at the 

Isaiah quote in verses 18 and 19. THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME 

TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, 

AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED, 19 TO PROCLAIM 

THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD. Every time I read this I see it in the context of a modern 

Christian movement that has no well-known name but is associated with what is called liberation 

theology. This movement is related to the magazines Sojourners and The Other Side. It tends to be 

left-wing politically, if not outright Marxist. Its rallying cry is the word, justice by which is usually 

meant economic liberation of some sort. Its primary Scripture text is Luke 4:18-19. This, they say, 

describes for us Jesus who came for, spoke for, stood for, the poor, the captive, those oppressed and 

beaten down by government and by unjust economic systems. Where most Christians quote the 

great commission, liberationists quote this passage. They say that to follow Christ means we must 

work to see the poor relieved and the oppressed freed up. Such people range from anti-pentagon, 

pro-welfare Democrats to Marxist revolutionaries in Central America. I think it now includes the 

pope in Rome. Brothers in Christ? I think many are. They often issue an important challenge to 

affluent and apathetic church-goers. But, they may also over-react, and, in their zeal, have taken 

this text and used it improperly. By quoting Isaiah 61:1, Christ does give us a glimpse at His 

mission, one angle on what He came to do. But, what He meant by this must be interpreted by what 

He actually did. Christ did not carry out this commission by doing battle politically or by giving 

alms, or by fasting to see prisoners, like John the Baptist, released. Those things may be okay, but 

don’t point to Jesus for their validity. The literal or physical interpretation of the poor, the captive, 

the blind is refuted by what Jesus did. His good news to the poor was, I am the bread of Life, the 

water which will quench your thirst forever. I am the pearl of great price. I am building for you 

many mansions.” Where? On Main and 3rd? No! In my Father’s kingdom. 18c HE HAS SENT ME TO 

PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES. And Jesus did this by saying in John 8:31b-32, 36 If you 
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continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 32 and you will know the truth, and the 

truth will make you free." 36 "So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” And for the 

blind he said, “I am the light of the world.” Verse 18 said Jesus came to preach and proclaim. He 

did not go around as a community organizer, or lobbying Rome or writing letters to corporate 

executives. Those things may be fine. Go ahead and do those things, but don’t say Jesus did it, and 

don’t quote this verse. Luke tells us what Jesus did. Luke 4:15a He began teaching in their 

synagogues. Luke 4:31 He came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and He was teaching them 

on the Sabbath. Luke 4:43-44 He said to them, "I must preach the kingdom of God to the other 

cities also, for I was sent for this purpose." 44 So He kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea. 

What did Jesus do? He preached! He taught! God had one son and He made him a preacher. That 

doesn’t mean that to follow Jesus you must take up an itinerant teaching work, but it does help us 

understand the work of the Messiah-King.  

     Well then, why are the poor, captive and blind singled out in our text? It is because Jesus 

came for sinners. It is not the well, but the sick that need a physician, and when Christ said that it 

was obvious that He felt all men were sick, and the sinners, the sick, the poor, blind and captive are 

those who are humble enough to recognize their helplessness and lostness, those who know they 

need a Savior. They had ears to hear and so to these Christ was sent preaching deliverance. Verse 

19 said He came TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD. Most commentators feel this has 

some reference to the year of jubilee, which was established in Leviticus 25. There God told His 

people that every 50th year would be special. No crops were to be planted. You were to go back 

home and any slaves were to be released and any land purchased would go back to its original 

owner. The year of jubilee. Slaves set free, debts forgiven. It is a picture of God’s salvation. Christ 

says “Now is the favorable year of the Lord.” The Messiah is proclaiming here a new age of 

freedom.  

     But, Jesus does more than preach doesn’t He? He provides deliverance. I can tell you about 

God’s favor. I can preach deliverance, but only Christ can actually set free those who are 

downtrodden. He does this by His death which frees men from the guilt and burden of sin. He does 

it by His resurrection power that opens eyes and softens hearts. This then is the work of the 

Messiah. Wesley’s hymn says He breaks the power of cancelled sin, He sets the prisoner free. His 

blood can make the foulest clean, His blood availed for me. Hear Him ye deaf, His praise ye dumb, 

your loosened tongues employ. Ye blind behold your Savior come and leap ye lame for joy.  
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      Finally, we move to look at the response to the Messiah. How did the home crowd respond 

to the local boy? 22 All were speaking well of Him, and wondering at the gracious words which 

were falling from His lips; and they were saying, "Is this not Joseph's son?” That tells us several 

things. Jesus was impressive. No doubt about it. But His claims were rather preposterous and it 

seems as if they say, “Hey, now isn’t this Joseph’s son? The carpenter?! I remember him in school 

and aren’t his brothers and sisters with us?” 23 And He said to them, "No doubt you will quote this 

proverb to Me, 'Physician, heal yourself! Whatever we heard was done at Capernaum, do here in 

your hometown as well.'"  What do you want? A little magic? A little dance from Jesus? 24 And He 

said, "Truly I say to you, no prophet is welcome in his hometown.” Familiarity breeds contempt. 

It’s true. I once heard that the definition of an “expert” is: “one who lives over 100 miles away.”  

No prophet is welcome in his hometown.   

     25-27 But I say to you in truth, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, 

when the sky was shut up for three years and six months, when a great famine came over all the 

land; 26 and yet Elijah was sent to none of them, but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a 

woman who was a widow. 27 "And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha the 

prophet; and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian." Jesus is into telling stories. 

Elijah, the prophet who lived nine centuries before Jesus, needed food and God sent him to a 

foreigner’s house. He showed favor to a widow in Sidon. Elisha, the protégé of Elijah, healed the 

leper Naaman, a Syrian. What’s the point? Jesus is saying, “Just because I was raised here, don’t 

presume that you have some claim on God’s favor. God shows mercy to whomever He pleases, and 

withholds it from whomever He pleases.” The Jews, you see, had a problem with presumption. 

They thought blessings were only for them. They hated Gentiles and gloried in their Jewishness. 

Unless you understand this you won’t understand much of the New Testament. Look with me at 

Acts 22. Here Paul is sharing the story of his conversion and his calling to ministry. We pick up 

where Paul speaks of His calling from God in verse 21-23 He said to me, 'Go! For I will send you 

far away to the Gentiles.” 22 They listened to him up to this statement, and then they raised their 

voices and said, "Away with such a fellow from the earth, for he should not be allowed to live!” 23 

And they were crying out and throwing off their cloaks and tossing dust into the air. Kind of a 

crazy response here don’t you think? But the idea that God’s kingdom is for Gentiles was to them 

crazy. They were insane with nationalistic pride and prejudice. Jesus tells them that there were a lot 

of widows in Israel, fine Jewish widows, but Elijah was sent elsewhere. There were a lot of lepers 



 6 

in Israel, fine Jewish lepers, but Elisha healed a foreigner. Jesus says this to warn them that his 

ministry would not be in Nazareth but elsewhere, in fact, it would be with Gentiles too. How did 

they respond? They revolted against the idea of God’s free and sovereign choice. They revolted too 

at the idea that God’s favor was for any but Jews. This really riled them. So much so, that Luke 

4:28-29 And all the people in the synagogue were filled with rage as they heard these things; 29 

and they got up and drove Him out of the city, and led Him to the brow of the hill on which their 

city had been built, in order to throw Him down the cliff. Now, I’ve had some negative responses to 

my sermons before, but nothing quite like this. Jesus really touched a sore spot. What He did was 

like going to the 2020 Democratic convention with a MAGA hat on, shouting, “Four more years!” 

The response is immediate and massive. The nice congregation is now an irate mob.  

     Interesting, isn’t it, that Jesus goes from being praised to being killed so quickly? Jesus was 

tremendously popular in the earlier part of his ministry. His healings and His powerful words drew 

large crowds and great honor, but as His words began to offend, the number of His followers grew 

smaller and His enemies grew greater. There is something about Christ that attracts and something 

that repels, something impressive and something antagonizing. Men are drawn by power and love, 

but often angered by convicting words. What happened to Christ, happened also to His followers. 

Look, for example, at Acts 14:8-13    

At Lystra a man was sitting who had no strength in his feet, lame from his mother's womb, who had 

never walked. 9 This man was listening to Paul as he spoke, who, when he had fixed his gaze on 

him and had seen that he had faith to be made well, 10 said with a loud voice, "Stand upright on 

your feet.” And he leaped up and began to walk. 11 When the crowds saw what Paul had done, 

they raised their voice, saying in the Lycaonian language, "The gods have become like men and 

have come down to us.” 12 And they began calling Barnabas, Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he 

was the chief speaker. 13 The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought oxen 

and garlands to the gates, and wanted to offer sacrifice with the crowds.  

 

This isn’t your every day experience. Here Paul and Barnabas find themselves being worshipped as 

gods by these people. 14-15 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their 

robes and rushed out into the crowd, crying out 15 and saying, "Men, why are you doing these 

things? We are also men of the same nature as you, and preach the gospel to you that you should 

turn from these vain things to a living God, WHO MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH AND 

THE SEA AND ALL THAT IS IN THEM.”  They said, “Stop, there is one God, the Creator of all. 18 

Even saying these things, with difficulty they restrained the crowds from offering sacrifice to them.  

This is absolutely incredible, but look at the next verse. 19 But Jews came from Antioch and 
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Iconium, and having won over the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, 

supposing him to be dead. Don’t people make your head want to explode? I mean, sometimes. This 

is the epitome of fickle. You just can’t beat it. One day they are worshipped and not long after they 

are stoned, and left for dead. Jesus said, “Like master, like servant.” John 15:18 "If the world hates 

you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.”  

    Note this - In the first part of Luke 4 we read of the devil tempting Jesus directly. In the last 

part of the chapter we have a demonized man. But you can also see, can you not, the work of the 

devil in the synagogue at Nazareth. He’s not mentioned, but oh, how he is here. You see the fruit of 

his work in eyes that are blinded to the truth. You see it in hearts that are hardened to the voice of 

God. You see it in an almost supernatural hatred and anger. Satan is totally anti-Christ and he has 

his way in Nazareth.  

      Luke 4:28-30 And all the people in the synagogue were filled with rage as they heard these 

things; 29 and they got up and drove Him out of the city, and led Him to the brow of the hill on 

which their city had been built, in order to throw Him down the cliff. 30 But passing through their 

midst, He went His way. Wait a second! What was that?! Several times in the gospels you have 

something similar to this. It doesn’t ever say how He got away. Did He pull off a Batman-like 

escape? Did He have a special ring like Frodo Baggins? Some suggest that God blinded men. Some 

think He was beamed up and out. I even heard one man say that Jesus was probably such a rough 

and rugged carpenter that when He fought back nobody messed with him. I don’t know how, but 

there seems to be some kind of miracle here for Christ to walk thru the midst on an angry mob. 

Nobody was going to take Christ’s life. He Himself said He would lay it down, but you cannot 

throw Christ off a cliff. You cannot get rid of Him. You cannot overthrow Christ, no way, no how. 

But you can make a self-destructive mistake and try. Or you can destroy yourself by doing as these 

folks did. 30 But passing through their midst, He went His way. And who followed? One is foolish 

to fight with Jesus, and equally foolish to let Him go away without following. But Jesus went His 

way. These people said “good riddance.” Why? Because Jesus speaks some very uncomfortable 

words. Words that challenge our laziness, rebuke our prejudice, expose our selfishness. His word 

does that. Do you, therefore, let Him go His way? You do and you lose your only hope.  

     Recently I heard the story of Fred Dixon. Has anyone here ever heard of Fred Dixon? How 

many of you have heard of Bruce Jenner? Now known as Caitlyn Jenner, Bruce Jenner won the 

Olympic Decathlon in 1976 and rocketed into fame. Fred Dixon, a month earlier, had beaten Jenner 
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in a Pentathlon, which is five of the ten Decathlon events. Dixon expected to beat Jenner in those 

76 Olympics, and, in fact, was leading going into the hurdles. On his second hurdle Dixon tripped 

and fell to the ground. As he lay there he looked up to see the backs of the other men racing down 

the track, and fixed in his memory is that sight of his career, his ambition, all his dreams, all his 

hopes moving down that track. Can you imagine the pain? The sorrow? The anguish? Talk about 

the agony of defeat? What Fred Dixon felt is only a drop in the bucket compared to what you will 

feel when Jesus turns His back on you and leaves you lying in the dust of your own wretched life. 

So, it will be if you let Him go His way.  

    Luke introduces us to Jesus and calls for a response. When you encounter the real Jesus 

who does amazing things and makes amazing claims you have to respond. You cannot remain 

indifferent. These folks in Nazareth had to respond, and they did, with anger. But one day they will 

meet Jesus again. When the great trumpet sounds all those men who tried to throw Him over the 

cliff will have to look at Him. They will see Him seated where they cannot grab Him or abuse Him. 

What a sight He will be on His throne of glory! Will they then say, “Is this not Joseph’s little boy?” 

Or “Physician, heal Thyself.” What a change will come over their faces. Sometimes you know you 

get to see courtroom pictures of men facing a criminal conviction. I remember seeing Saddam 

Hussein in court and the arrogance was so obviously still there. But no one will sit in the courtroom 

of Jesus with that expression. For every sneer there will be a blush, and for every angry word there 

will be cries and wailings and gnashing of teeth. In the great hymn by John Cennick it says, Every 

eye shall now behold Him, robed in dreadful majesty; those who set at naught and sold Him, 

pierced and nailed Him to the tree. Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, shall their true Messiah see.  

Those who reject Him shall wail because He is coming back and His return trip will be quite 

different. On His return He will not proclaim the favorable year of the Lord. It is interesting, if you 

look at Isaiah 61, to note how Christ’s reading of verse 2 ended at a comma. Isaiah 61:1ab,2 The 

Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me…2 To proclaim the favorable year of the LORD, and the day of 

vengeance of our God. In His first advent He says, “It is the year of God’s favor.” In His second 

advent He will complete the verse, and usher in the day of God’s vengeance. The year will be up 

and the day of vengeance will have come. That day of vengeance may be today. Don’t turn Christ 

away. You will meet Him again. How and when is partly up to you. You can meet Him now as 

Lord and Savior, for it is still the year of His favor. OR you can meet Him later as Lord and Judge. 

At the end of your outline we have supplied a place for you to indicate your choice. Jesus as Savior 
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or Jesus as Judge. The year of favor or the day of vengeance. And we will take a moment now to let 

you decide and let you explain your answer to the Lord.  

     


