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             LUKE 7:36-50  8-28-16 

Love on Display 
 

(Luke 7) Let’s read together one of the great stories from the life of Jesus, for the third straight 

Sunday from Luke 7, starting at 36-50 

Now one of the Pharisees was requesting Him to dine with him, and He entered the Pharisee's 

house and reclined at the table. 37 And there was a woman in the city who was a sinner; and when 

she learned that He was reclining at the table in the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster 

vial of perfume, 38 and standing behind Him at His feet, weeping, she began to wet His feet with 

her tears, and kept wiping them with the hair of her head, and kissing His feet and anointing them 

with the perfume. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he said to himself, "If 

this man were a prophet He would know who and what sort of person this woman is who is 

touching Him, that she is a sinner. 40 And Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to say to 

you." And he replied, "Say it, Teacher. 41 "A moneylender had two debtors: one owed five hundred 

denarii, and the other fifty. 42 "When they were unable to repay, he graciously forgave them both. 

So which of them will love him more?" 43 Simon answered and said, "I suppose the one whom he 

forgave more." And He said to him, "You have judged correctly. 44 Turning toward the woman, He 

said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, 

but she has wet My feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 "You gave Me no kiss; but 

she, since the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My feet. 46 "You did not anoint My head with 

oil, but she anointed My feet with perfume. 47 "For this reason I say to you, her sins, which are 

many, have been forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little. 48 Then He 

said to her, "Your sins have been forgiven." 49 Those who were reclining at the table with Him 

began to say to themselves, "Who is this man who even forgives sins?" 50 And He said to the 

woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

      

   This, dear people, is a love story. Not the kind with moonlight and roses and hugs and kisses, but 

it is nevertheless the story of a real love of an unnamed woman for Jesus Christ. As we look at it, I 

want to us to answer three questions raised by our story. What caused the woman’s love, how did 

she express her love and what preceded her love? By answering these for her we also answer them 

for ourselves. What induces love for Christ? How is that love expressed? What precedes love for 

Christ?  

    The answer to the first question, “What induces love for Jesus?” is profoundly simple but 

striking. Putting it as simply as I can, a love for Jesus is prompted or motivated by the forgiveness 

of Jesus. Oh how I love Jesus, Oh how I love Jesus, because He? Because He? Because He first 

loved me. And loved me with a forgiving love, a love that is, if anything, undeserved. Now this is 

the point of Christ’s story of the two debtors. Here it’s assumed that a forgiven man will love and 

even love according to the magnitude of his forgiveness.  
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    Love flows from an awareness of being forgiven. So let’s look at forgiveness from this story 

under three sub-headings. First – how did this woman know she was forgiven? I mean, here she 

goes up to this man that she did not personally know, and she expresses the most profound 

emotions – emotions which Jesus traced to her gratitude for forgiveness. But from where did this 

sense of forgiveness come? Well, maybe she had heard Jesus preach and had heard him tell of the 

Father’s mercy. She had heard Him call sinners to follow Him and live forever. And as He spoke, 

her heart burned within her, the Spirit witnessed to the truth of Christ, and sealed His word to her 

heart. Ultimately, this had to be it – God revealed to this woman that thru Jesus, her sins were 

forgiven. In verse 48 Jesus confirms to her this fact but even before she came she believed her 

pardon was real. And this is God’s gracious work to open her eyes. If you were sitting at the table 

with Jesus and watched this scene you would surely have sensed that this lady saw in Jesus 

something extraordinary. She surely saw something not evident on the surface. What did she see in 

Jesus? Among other things she saw in Him God’s desire for reconciliation with her lost soul. 

Imagine yourself as one who has betrayed a spouse to love another and the full horror of your 

foolish sin has come upon you and plunged you in despair. You fear your former love is lost and 

you write to your true beloved with desperate hope for a token of his forgiveness and acceptance – 

whatever that token may be – a phone-call, a letter, a yellow ribbon round the old oak tree, 

whatever it is you would cherish it and love it for it spoke of reconciliation and pardon. So Jesus 

was a token of divine pardon. She saw that. She saw in Jesus the great substitute who would bear 

her sin and guilt in His body on the cross. She saw in Jesus a beauty that turned a wretched 

existence into real life – so then, so then she wept over him with a grateful joy.  

   Look now secondly at who this woman was. Who was forgiven? It was a woman notorious for 

her sin – as an adulteress, maybe a prostitute. But the Pharisee looked at her and saw a moral 

degenerate. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he said to himself, "If this 

man were a prophet He would know who and what sort of person this woman is who is touching 

Him, that she is a sinner. Whatever she was, no decent man would want her touching him. Quite 

the contrast with the Pharisee. He was the morally scrupulous, religiously diligent fellow. He was 

clean and educated and socially acceptable. See the contrast! See the irony! Here is a poor, 

uneducated woman who perceives the highest reality in the world while a refined, educated 

Pharisee missed it! All he could see in Jesus was a rabbi. She saw the Lamb of God, who takes 

away sin. This spiritual perception is not the possession of the wise and intelligent but of those who 
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are humble. In Luke 10:21 Jesus says 21 I praise You, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 

You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to infants.  

Christ reveals Himself to sinners like this woman, to the ignorant, like this woman. Back in verse 

34 they said of Jesus, Luke 7:34a Behold, a gluttonous man and a drunkard, a friend of tax 

collectors and sinners! And here He proves them right. Where are you today? Are you a dirty 

corrupt sinner? Are you immoral? Are you a hardened liar? Oh Jesus is for you! He is a friend for 

sinners. 48 He said to her, "Your sins have been forgiven. Here is one who forgives sin which 

means even you can come to him. All the fitness He requires is to see your need of Him.  

    Sub-point 3 under the heading of “forgiveness” - what stimulated great love for Jesus in this 

woman? I want to give you a mathematical formula today that I believe our story teaches about 

love for Jesus. Your love for Christ = your perception of your need times your faith in God’s 

provision. Put another way, your love for Christ = your perception of the greatness of your sin 

times your faith in God’s pardon. Jesus tells the story 41-42 A moneylender had two debtors: one 

owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 "When they were unable to repay, he graciously 

forgave them both. So which of them will love him more? Now it’s assumed that pardoned sinners 

will love the pardoning lender. Right? It is assumed that pardoned sinners will love Christ. That 

makes sense doesn’t it? It’s natural to be grateful for someone’s kindness to us, even animals do 

this. Your pets appreciate your care and love you in return – well, the dogs at least. There is a 

painting in which Napoleon is represented as riding over a battlefield and he stops his horse when 

he sees a dog lying upon the slain body of his master, doing what he can to protect his friend. You 

are familiar with the story of Androcles and the lion. Androcles was condemned to be torn to pieces 

by beasts, but the lion to which he was cast, instead of devouring him, licked his feet because at a 

former time Androcles had extracted a thorn from the creature’s foot. There is gratitude among the 

beasts of the field and surely if we receive favors from God and do not love Him in return we are 

worse than brute beasts and have no claim to spiritual life. Common ingratitude is brutish, but what 

word is there for one who is ungrateful for Christ’s forgiveness? There is no term low enough.  

    When we see someone who confesses Christian faith and claims divine forgiveness but confesses 

it in a ho-hum manner and exhibits no love for Jesus, we must conclude they either lack a sense of 

their sin or they don’t really believe in God’s grace. Usually it’s the former. Where there is a sense 

that, I’m a hopeless, helpless sinner condemned to hell there is a great love for the Redeemer. This 

is the formula and I’m convinced it’s true. When love for Christ is absent, one of the ingredients is 
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missing. You may say you are a sinner because you know the Bible teaches it, but you don’t feel it. 

Leonard Ravenhill tells of going to a worship service at David Wilkerson’s skid-row mission in 

New York City. There he stood with former prostitutes and drunks and drug addicts and he said a 

short little man stood up and said, “Let’s sing our national anthem.”  They all stood and sang their 

national anthem, with tears in their eyes, they sang it. Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that 

saved a wretch like me. And there wasn’t a dry eye in the house. Why? They were people who 

knew they were sinners. Why does this woman pour out such love on her Savior? She knew she 

was a sinner. Why do you not do this? 47d he who is forgiven little, loves little.  

    You know, it hurts to consider how many church people there are who really, by any standards, 

just love Christ a little bit. They don’t care for worship, not much of it anyway. Prayer bores them 

to tears. The Bible is tedium. Their offering is only a token to ease the conscience. Our churches 

are loaded with such. I ask myself, “why?” Why? They say the same creeds, sing the same hymns. 

They may believe that the Son of God suffered and died to pay for our sin, but they show no love 

for him, at best little love for Him. How can it be? What’s the reason? I’ve got to figure they just 

don’t think they need much forgiveness. 47d he who is forgiven little, loves little. But he who sees 

himself a hell-deserving wretch, when he’s forgiven, loves much.  

    So, where are you? Have you been forgiven $50 or $500 or $5 million? Have you been forgiven 

little or much? I tell you, we in Christ’s church, should fight over who owes Jesus the most. 

Spurgeon tells of how he once preached in a little church and said that he should be the deepest 

debtor to divine grace that even entered the gates of glory, and afterwards a woman told him he 

made a great error, for her debt to grace was greater than his and then another man chimed in and 

said, “No, I am the one who owes most to grace.” And there they went on arguing over who should 

be most grateful to God for saving mercy. What a nice thing to fight over. Couldn’t you just hear 

the apostles debating this, and Paul says, “I’m the chief of sinners who persecuted the church” and 

Peter responds, “Oh, but I denied the Lord I loved.” And James says, “I was a proud son of 

thunder” and Levi says, “I was a greedy tax-collector” and they all seek to show how great God’s 

grace is and how much they should love the Savior.  

   May God give us such a sense of being much forgiven. JC Ryle tells the story of an American 

Indian whose evident love for Christ prompted a man to ask, “What has this Jesus ever done for 

you that you would make such a fuss over Him?” The converted Indian did not answer him in 

words. He gathered together some dry leaves and moss and made a ring with them on the ground. 
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He picked up a live worm and put it in the middle of the ring. He struck a light and set the moss and 

leaves on fire. The flame soon arose and the heat scorched the worm. It writhed in agony and after 

trying in vain to escape on every side, curled itself up in the middle as if about to die in despair. At 

that moment the Indian reached forth his hand, took up the worm gently and placed it on his 

bosom. “Stranger” said the Indian, “Do you see that worm? I was that perishing creature. I was 

dying in my sins, hopeless, helpless, and on the brink of eternal fire. It was Jesus Christ who put 

forth the arm of His grace, and plucked me from everlasting burnings. It was Jesus Christ, who 

placed me, a poor sinful worm, near the heart of His love. Stranger, that is the reason why I talk of 

Jesus Christ and make much of Him. I am not ashamed of it, because I love Him.”  Ryle goes on to 

write, “May we never think we can love Christ too well, live for Him too thoroughly, confess Him 

too boldly, lay ourselves out for Him too heartily! Of all the things that will surprise us in the 

resurrection morning, this, I believe, will surprise us most: that we did not in this life love Christ 

more. You see, then you will see the full score of God’s grace. How much you love Christ depends 

on how much you believe you have been forgiven by Christ.  

    So then, we’ve seen that forgiveness motivates love for Jesus. Next, let’s go to the Scriptures to 

see how love for Jesus is expressed. How may one express love for the Lord? Must everyone 

express their love in the same way? Well, not identically no, but there are three things every lover 

of Jesus must and will do. The first is you express love by obeying Jesus. John 14:15 If you love 

Me, you will keep My commandments. 21a He who has My commandments and keeps them is the 

one who loves Me. 23a If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word.  Certainly, you will not insult the 

one you love by trampling on his law. Should Christians then be concerned to obey God’s law? 

Only if Christians should love Christ.  

   The second way you express love for Christ is by loving his people. Christ identifies himself with 

his disciples. We can’t minister like the sinful woman did, directly to Jesus, but Jesus said, when 

you do it to my brethren you do it to me.  

   Now, we don’t see the sinful woman doing either of these. She expresses love to Christ in the 

third way, which is through worship. So, how do you know if you love the Lord? Is it just because 

you obey some dos and don’ts? Is it just because you go and worship Him? No, it is both. Both 

worship and obedience and love for the brethren. That is love. How does a wife love her husband or 

a husband his wife? Does He love her with a passionate display of physical affection? Yes. Does he 

love her with daily faithful service? Yes. Is either sufficient alone? No. You husbands and wives 
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want both and so does our Lord. Service and praise, obedience and worship. This is true love for 

Jesus. Charles Spurgeon says Give us a church that loves Christ Jesus much. You will have mighty 

prayer-meetings; you will have a holy membership; you will have liberal giving to the cause of 

Christ; you will have hearty praising of his name; you will have careful walking before the world; 

you will have earnest endeavors for the conversion of sinners. All of that. But what we see 

especially in the sinful woman is the hearty praise, the adoration, the open display of affection. So 

let’s zero in on expressing our grateful love through worship.  

   There are two characteristics of this lady’s grateful worship of Jesus. Look at the story 37-38 

there was a woman in the city who was a sinner; and when she learned that He was reclining at the 

table in the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster vial of perfume, 38 and standing behind 

Him at His feet, weeping, she began to wet His feet with her tears, and kept wiping them with the 

hair of her head, and kissing His feet and anointing them with the perfume.  Now she really creates 

a scene. How would you feel if your husband or wife did something like this? Why you’d be so 

embarrassed! What a scene she’s created. How undignified of this woman! Yes it is, isn’t it? Let’s 

note that as the first mark of her worship. It was undignified. It created a scene. It got her messy. 

When she was done her face was red, her hair a mess, hardly the way you ladies want to look at 

church. But she worshipped Jesus! And if we are going to worship Christ and show Him our love 

we had best stop caring so about how we look. Brethren, are we afraid to get low like this, and look 

uncouth and uncool in order to honor Jesus? Are we concerned that our religious devotion look 

respectable and controlled and non-fanatical? Are we concerned not to sing too loud or pray too 

long? And God forbid that we should ever weep in church. I’ve had several people tell me they 

didn’t want to stand and give thanks at a worship service because they get emotional and might cry 

like our brother Rich did last Sunday to the encouragement of us all. That’s exactly what most of us 

need to do and need to hear. Thank you Rich and thanks to a number of you for the same reason. I 

want to see some forgiven sinners bathe the feet of Jesus with their tears, don’t you?  Let’s get out 

of our self-concern and just love Jesus. This woman did more than grow wet-eyed. Tears streamed 

down her face. Her worship was undignified.  

    Secondly, her worship was costly. It says she brought an alabaster vial of perfume. This was 

costly perfume and she didn’t dip it out like I do with cologne. She poured it out on Jesus’ feet. She 

brought something precious to Jesus - a sacrifice. This is true worship. And then she took her hair, 

her crown and glory and used it to wipe the feet of her Lord. To some of you men and women that 
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would be unthinkable. Would you give your hair to Jesus? Would you give anything that really 

matters to you to Jesus? Oh, you’ll give Sunday morning when there’s nothing else going on. But 

true worship costs something. Does your worship cost you anything? David once went out to 

sacrifice to God and a man offered to provide his offering for him and David said, Can I offer as 

sacrifice to the Lord that which cost me nothing? No. This is what it finally comes down to. This 

woman gave Jesus her perfume, her hair, her dignity, her self. Jesus says she did it because she 

loved Jesus. Simon the Pharisee did nothing of the sort because he did not love Jesus. Simon, in 

fact, would not have dreamed of doing what this woman did. Could you? Could you do this for 

Jesus? Would you? Honestly now. Could you weep publicly, give up something precious, mess up 

your hair, risk criticism? If your reaction is “ugh! Never!” then you don’t understand forgiveness.  

    Dear friends, how can we not give our all for the Lord? Watts wrote that great line in his hymn, 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small. Love so amazing, so divine 

demands my soul, my life, my all. Look at Romans 12. After explaining the glories of our salvation, 

the apostle writes 1 I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and 

holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. The King James 

Version renders that word “spiritual” as “reasonable.” Reasonable? Sure it is. In light of what 

Christ has done for us, absolute commitment of ourselves to obey Him and worship Him, to love 

Him is only reasonable, not fanatical, reasonable. Oh to grace how great a debtor daily I’m 

constrained to be. Because I am forgiven much, I will, I should, love much, obey and worship 

much. Fran Havergal thought of our story when she wrote Take my love my God I pour at Thy feet 

its treasure store. Take myself and I will be, ever only all for Thee.   

    Well, I said I have a third point and I do. I’ll make it very brief. We’ve seen what prompts love 

for Jesus, how love is expressed. Now let’s see what precedes love for Jesus. The answer is – faith 

in Jesus. Now, if you think about it you will see that is obvious. You certainly won’t love Him 

unless you believe in Him. Look at 50 He said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in 

peace.” What saved her? Not her tears or her devotion, but her faith. Luke is making a point in this 

chapter about the importance of faith in Christ. The woman’s faith is displayed by her loving deeds, 

but Jesus said "Your faith has saved you.” But I thought Jesus saves us. Yes, He does. Jesus is what 

or who saved her. We believe in salvation by the grace of Christ, but it comes to us through faith. 

So we mean slightly different things, but we can say, “Jesus has saved you” or “your faith has 

saved you.” This woman had saving faith. She believed Jesus was the answer to her problems and 



 8 

she came to Him. Her reward 50c Go in peace. When you come to Jesus broken, thoughtful, and 

full of faith you can leave in peace with the assurance of His love.  

    Thru this story Luke again confronts us with the great question found in 49c "Who is this man 

who even forgives sins? Who can read the thoughts of people, heal the sick, raise the dead, and now 

forgives sin? Who is He? Before you will ever love Jesus you must believe He is who He claimed 

to be, the Christ, the Son of the living God. Faith in Jesus precedes love for Jesus. Both faith and 

love are reasonable. I invite you today, whoever you are, maybe you need to take a step of faith. 

Maybe you need to take a step of love. Come to Jesus in faith – your sins will be forgiven. And 

when they are, then serve your Savior with fervent love. If you will do neither, do at least this – 

don’t forget the question, the question – “who is this Man?”  

     

 

 


