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LUKE 7:1-10   8-14-16 

A MARVELOUS FAITH 

       (Luke 7) I love to read from the gospels, especially this gospel because it shows us so much 

about our Lord Jesus Christ. He is my Life, my All in All and when I read of Him I am reminded of 

why. He is such an impressive figure, towering over all other historical figures in wisdom and 

power and purity. We find in the story of Jesus a character so deep, so captivating that when we 

hear the claims to deity we cannot help but believe Him. It is to the written record of the life upon 

earth of God’s son that we return today. Let us read Luke 7:1-10 When He had completed all His 

discourse in the hearing of the people, He went to Capernaum. 2 And a centurion’s slave, who was 

highly regarded by him, was sick and about to die. 3 When he heard about Jesus, he sent some 

Jewish elders asking Him to come and save the life of his slave. 4 When they came to Jesus, they 

earnestly implored Him, saying, “He is worthy for You to grant this to him; 5 for he loves our 

nation and it was he who built us our synagogue.” 6 Now Jesus started on His way with them; and 

when He was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends, saying to Him, “Lord, do not 

trouble Yourself further, for I am not worthy for You to come under my roof; 7 for this reason I did 

not even consider myself worthy to come to You, but just say the word, and my servant will be 

healed. 8 For I also am a man placed under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to this 

one, ‘Go!’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come!’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this!’ and he 

does it.” 9 Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled at him, and turned and said to the crowd that 

was following Him, “I say to you, not even in Israel have I found such great faith.” 10 When those 

who had been sent returned to the house, they found the slave in good health. 

    Thus far God’s word and the story of the Roman centurion. This centurion does not stand out as 

a prominent figure in the New Testament. We are not even given his name. That is not important. 

But he is given one of the highest commendations of anyone in Scripture. In fact, 9a Now when 

Jesus heard this, He marveled at him. Now that itself is a marvel. People are all the time marveling 

at Jesus, at the miracles He does, at the wisdom He displays, and at His love but here we see Jesus 

marveling at a man. This is something to take a closer look at. Jesus doesn’t even meet this fellow 

but he hears from him and is able to see in his communication a faith more potent than any he had 

heretofore encountered. This man’s faith is a marvel. There are only two times in the New 

Testament when Jesus marvels at something and both times it was faith. The other time He 
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marveled at the astounding unbelief of the people of Nazareth. Here he marvels at the extraordinary 

belief and trust of the centurion. 

   Now, since it is faith that opens the door to everything offered by the gospel, it may well be of 

profit for us to learn from our unnamed friend and give thought today to his faith. For Jesus, when 

upon earth, never marveled at the military might of Rome, or the mountains of Samaria or the 

vastness of the heavens, he marveled at one man’s faith. Let’s study then a marvelous faith and I 

have five simple points to note about it. 

   #1 the centurion’s faith was marvelous in part because it was Gentile faith. I think this is one of 

the reasons I was struck by it. This centurion was no doubt a Gentile Roman and as Paul wrote, 

Gentiles before Christ were separate from God, strangers to the covenants of promise. They were 

not blessed, as were the Jews, with the oracles of the word of God. A Gentile, like the centurion, 

would have grown up with the half serious notions of multiple playful deities who lived out cosmic 

dramas in the clouds. He was not taught as a child to fear and trust the God of Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob. So, Jesus marvels that here is such mighty faith in one devoid of the advantages of covenant 

nurture. It would be interesting wouldn’t it, if we could measure faith like we can our blood 

pressure? True faith is always a gift from God and so a lovely thing, but how much more 

impressive it is for us to see faith in one who did not learn it at home. It is especially glorious to 

find someone who believes in Christ in spite of growing up a Muslim or a Hindu or an atheist. 

What a great thing it is that the son of the once-famous atheist, Madalyn Murray O’Hare is now a 

fervent follower of Christ Jesus. There is little faith in those from Islamic nations, little faith in 

those from Japan, little faith in those today who are national Jews. So how sweet and wonderful it 

is to find believers from these groups. And the centurion is like these - a rose among briars. Here is 

a man who could have said, “I can’t believe in God or Jesus. I’m a Gentile.” Today we hear this. “I 

can’t believe in Jesus, I’m a Jew. Jews don’t believe in Jesus.” It is sad folly, to let your mind and 

life be forever dominated by your background. But certainly people do this. And this is what makes 

the centurion’s faith so marvelous. It overcame his cultural trappings and Jesus remarks 9c 

Marvelous faith in part because it was Gentile faith. 

    The next point to see about his faith is that it is a humble faith. There is ample reason to say that. 

In 6c-7a “Lord, do not trouble Yourself further, for I am not worthy for You to come under my roof; 

7 for this reason I did not even consider myself worthy to come to You. The man refers twice to his 
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own sense of unworthiness. He is a humble man, with a low view of self and this too is amazing 

when you consider who this man is. In terms of worldly attainment he is a big shot, a leader, a 

mover and a shaker. A centurion was a high ranking military officer with great authority. He had 

power and prestige and money. So wealthy was this man that he was apparently the chief donor for 

the synagogue construction 5b it was he who built us our synagogue. He was a man of high rank 

and status socially. But then the same is true religiously and morally. You see something of his 

character just by his concern over his servant. He was not a haughty man but respected his faithful 

slave. Then look again at how he is described by the Jewish elders 4 When they came to Jesus, they 

earnestly implored Him, saying, “He is worthy for You to grant this to him. Now Jews were not 

basically pro-Roman but here is one Roman even they had to admire for his fairness and his 

devotion to God and God’s people 5 he loves our nation and it was he who built us our synagogue. 

He was even a generous man and surely a convert to the faith of Israel, a Gentile proselyte who 

may have been baptized or circumcised and brought into the community of faith.  

    Now folks, those are some high credentials socially and religiously. If anybody was open to 

pride this was the guy. But instead we find him saying he is unworthy. He sends the Jewish elders 

because he felt too unclean to come himself. You can tell that he senses himself to be a big bother 

to Jesus. So what does Jesus do? Rebuke him for his low self-esteem? Does He go to him and say, 

“quit degrading yourself! Hey, I’m OK, you’re OK.  Respect yourself, love yourself.” Is that the 

response of Christ?  Definitely not. Now I say that because there are those today who would do just 

that. Far from commending his humble faith they would exhort him to “discover his self-beauty.” 

In fact, one prominent representative of the electronic clergy makes the astounding comment that, 

and I quote, the most serious sin is the one that causes me to say, “I am unworthy. I may have no 

claim to divine sonship if you examine me at my worst.” For once a person believes he is an 

unworthy sinner it is doubtful if he can really honestly accept the grace God offers in Jesus Christ. 

Imagine that! The most serious sin is the one that causes me to say, “I am unworthy.” The centurion 

twice says, “I’m unworthy” and Christ responds by marveling at such a beautiful faith. 

    I must say I am impressed that his humility coexisted with such high esteem from men Proverbs 

27:21 Fire tests the purity of silver and gold, but a person is tested by being praised. Compliments 

tend to go straight to our heads but here is one who enjoyed the esteem of the empire and the 

esteem of the Jews but maintained a proper and humble view of self. There are three opinions 
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expressed about this man in our story. The Jews said to Jesus, “He is worthy.” He said to Jesus, “I 

am not worthy.” Jesus said, “He has great faith.” I’m reminded by this of John the Baptist. John 

was a hero of the people. They said, “John is worthy.” Luke 3:16 John answered and said to them 

all, “As for me, I baptize you with water; but One is coming who is mightier than I, and I am not fit 

to untie the thong of His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. John says “I am 

unworthy.” Jesus says, Luke 7:28a I say to you, among those born of women there is no one 

greater than John. This is the way it should be for you and me. Worthy in the sight of men, 

unworthy in our own sight. The result of this is the commendation of the Lord.  

   The centurion had no self-assurance. He did not count on his position or clout to get his way. He 

wasn’t like some who claim their cures and boast of their power with God and demand that God 

work according to their word. He doesn’t think his word will do the job. Jesus must say the word. 

His was a humble faith. It was pure and Jesus marveled. 

   Thirdly, then we find that the centurion also had a wise faith. Now nothing is said about this but I 

refer to the fact that his faith was in the right person. He trusted in Christ and that is wise. No faith 

is any stronger than its object. Great faith in the Dalai Lama or “Allah” is worthless. But the 

centurion trusted Christ. He somehow knew he could turn to Jesus for help. You wonder how he 

knew. Don’t you? Sure you do. Well, I have an answer and a conjecture or two. Jesus at this time 

was very popular. Later on he would say some things to thin out the crowd but for now in Luke’s 

story he had a large following and his reputation was spreading. Beyond this, Jesus also had already 

been in Capernaum and had done numerous miracles there. The home of Peter in Capernaum was 

for a time the base of operations for the Lord. Could it be that the centurion was in attendance when 

Jesus cleansed a leper or healed a paralytic? Possibly, he had seen Jesus heal and so now in his time 

of need he turned to Christ.  

    It also dawned on me that since the military was involved with enforcing taxation the centurion 

may well have known the former tax collector of Capernaum whose name was Levi or Matthew. 

Possibly he had learned of Christ from Matthew who quit his job to follow Jesus. Maybe he could 

see Christ’s wonder-working power displayed in Matthew. Somehow though he had learned of 

Christ and had become convinced that Jesus had superhuman power. He saw in Christ the answer 

to his need. He was perceptive. His faith was wise. 
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    He had Gentile faith, humble faith, wise faith and fourthly he had a certain faith. It was this 

element that impressed the Lord so. 9c I say to you, not even in Israel have I found such great faith. 

Great faith! He said the apostles had little faith. But here was great faith. The man demonstrates 

this by what he says, 3 “When he heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders asking Him to 

come and save the life of his slave.” This shows that he believed Jesus could do it. But there were 

others who either went to Jesus or called for him to heal. What’s so different about this guy? 6-7 

Now Jesus started on His way with them; and when He was not far from the house, the centurion 

sent friends, saying to Him, “Lord, do not trouble Yourself further, for I am not worthy for You to 

come under my roof; 7 for this reason I did not even consider myself worthy to come to You, but 

just say the word, and my servant will be healed. The centurion knew Jesus had power over disease. 

He wasn’t hoping that a visit from this popular healer and teacher would revive the spirits of his 

slave and lead him to recover. He believed Jesus had the power not to promote healing but to grant 

it. This Roman had eyes to see that Jesus was the Lord of glory in a servant’s dress. He recognized 

that Jesus didn’t need to use any gimmicks to heal. He could do it via long distance. Now Christ 

healed people in different ways. Why He did it how He did it I can’t say. Some he touched, some 

he spoke to. With one guy he stuck mud in his blind eyes. Now some folks will develop weird 

theologies from this. I can just imagine someone getting caught up with this method and starting 

the Church of the Muddy Eyes. Understand this - what procedures Jesus followed matters not. In 

every case he healed by his own authority. He was and is Lord over demons, and over disease. He 

has authority. So his healing method could vary. It didn’t matter. He could have folded his arms 

and blinked, or wriggled his nose or shouted, “Be healed.” But it wasn’t necessary. He healed by 

personal power and authority. He didn’t need big excited crowds and loud organs. He just did it by 

His word of authority and the centurion like no other understood this. He understood authority. 8 

What’s he saying? He says, “Jesus, I move men by my word because I have authority over them 

and I know that in the same way you have authority over disease. It’s not your touch or your actual 

voice. It is your authoritative command that gets it done. Please just tell my servants disease to hit 

the trail. Thank you.” It says 9a Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled at him.  Here was a guy 

who saw what absolute power Jesus really had.  

    I desire for all of us such a faith. A faith that is sure of Christ’s authority. A faith that says, “Yes, 

Jesus has power to heal, power to heal sick bodies and change sick souls.” I’ve been reading and 
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hearing much lately about mystical, psychical forces, occult power and so on. Jesus is greater that 

all of these. He is far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and every name that is 

named. The one we call Savior is the greatest power in the universe! The centurion believed it, with 

far less evidence that you have, he believed it. Do you? Do you believe in the power and authority 

of Jesus Christ? This makes a big difference people. It makes a difference in how you view the 

world. Do you see it as a place of random occurrences - out of control? Or is Christ on top of it? 

What a comfort it is to have this assurance that my Jesus is the mightiest of all. That I am his sheep, 

in His hand, and no one can snatch me out of his hand. I am bound to Him by a cord of love and 

nothing can separate us from His love. He has authority over all. John 17:1-2 What this shows us is 

that the saving work of Christ is performed from His position of authority. If Christ saves us we are 

secure because He is Boss and no one over him can overrule. You see? Now this is exciting, 

especially when we consider the mission of the church. Our centurion had a dying slave he wanted 

to save. But he could do nothing for him. We have a dying world we want to save. But what can we 

do to help? Look now and see that the centurion’s hope is our hoop. He looked to a Sovereign 

Christ and so must we. How can we help a world that wants no help? How can we preach truth to a 

world that hates truth? What a hopeless task! Except, except, except, that when Jesus gave us our 

commission as His servants, when in Matthew 28:19 he told us to make disciples of all me he 

prefaces his challenge with these inspiring and hope-filled words Matthew 28:18 Jesus came up 

and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.” ® 19a Go 

therefore and make disciples of all the nations. You see, we do what we do in the context of a risen 

and reigning Christ who has authority and who can give life eternal to dead sinners. This, Jesus 

Himself, is our hope for effective witness and effective missions. What hope have you that that 

cold, brother, sister, husband, father friend or neighbor will ever be saved? How can a puny little 

church like ours affect the world? How can little ole me bring about a change? Because 18b All 

authority has been given to Me. This is the faith of the centurion. May it be our faith as well, a 

certainty of Christ’s authority that breathes life into our work and witness.  

   We have still one more point to make about the centurion’s faith. Even though he felt unworthy 

before Jesus he did send and ask for him. His then was an asking faith. He says I am not worthy for 

Christ to help me but He has done it before, I need him, I will go to Him and ask. The Scriptures 

say, “You receive not because you ask not.” Well, ask. God invites us to do so. We’re not being a 
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nuisance to ask Him to work. Prayer is an expression of our faith. When we call to Him we say, 

“We are weak but you are able.” This means there is nothing too big to ask God and nothing too 

small. On Sesame Street, when our children watched it, they used to sing a little song for the kids. I 

loved it. It was about asking for help and the chorus said, When you’ve got a tricky task, all you’ve 

got to do is ask. A-S-K just ask. You receive not because you ask not. May our Lord teach us to ask 

about what we might not have some years ago. Let’s ask for healing, for revival with more 

expectancy and hope. Let’s ask for spiritual graces in ourselves and others, believing He is able. 

I’ve seen His work; many of you have too. The book certainly testifies of His power and so let’s 

ask for what may seem incredible. Some of the big prayers I have been laying before the Lord of 

late God has granted already, especially with respect to our church staff. Our faith, like the 

centurion’s, can be an asking faith. Why? Because Jesus is Lord. Jesus is Lord and so it’s only 

reasonable, it’s only right that we have a faith that is humble, wise, certain, and asking. Peter said, 

“Lord, I believe, help thou my unbelief.” I pray that all the time, for I, like Peter, have just enough 

faith to ask for more. So, let’s ask.  

 


