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MATTHEW 5  #12 

BLESSED ARE THE HATED pt.2    7-10-16 

(Matthew 5) A number of us were at a local event some months back that featured Kelvin 

Cochran. Mr. Cochran is the African-American former fire chief of Atlanta. Indeed, he was the 

one-time Director of the US Fire Administration. He grew up dirt poor in Louisiana but rose 

rapidly to become the youngest fire chief in Atlanta’s history. But Mr. Cochran was a leader in his 

church and produced some study materials for a men’s group that referenced Biblical passages 

opposing homosexual acts. Even though no one accused him of any indiscretions as fire chief or 

any ill-treatment of homosexuals, Cochran was fired from his post by Atlanta’s mayor and now 

faces grave difficulty in getting hired anywhere because of the controversy that swirls around him. I 

could give you a dozen similar stories -- stories that are likely to become all too familiar in the 

years ahead as intolerance toward people of Biblical faith becomes more intense. Are you ready? 

And are you getting prepared by arming yourself with the word of God which speaks often and 

pointedly to the challenge presented to us by the hostility of many who are enemies of the truth.  

We come back to where we left off two Sundays back, as we wrap up today our study in the 

Beatitudes of Jesus, His authoritative declaration about where and how true happiness is found. 

Today we read again Matthew 5:10-12 Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of 

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are you when people insult you and 

persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, 

for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 

before you. Summed up, Jesus is actually telling us that if you are hated for the right reasons you 

are blessed. Indeed, we have seen that all the followers of Jesus experience some hostility. II 

Timothy 3:12  All who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. That’s just a fact, and 

last time we discussed why disciples are hated and we looked at three reasons. They are hated 

because their Master is hated, because their righteousness exposes the world’s sinfulness, and 

because they take a stand for the truth in a world where people can’t handle the truth. They are 

hated for the sake of Christ, for righteousness and that is why they are blessed.  

But, let’s not dare tell the people that! That would be a terrible way to market the Jesus way. I 

mean, how about you? How many of you came to Christ because an evangelist said, “Come to 

Jesus and He will deliver you from your friends. Come to Jesus and He will make you an outcast 
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and people will think you’re weird and some will hate you.” You wouldn’t get many takers for a 

salvation like that. We want to know how to win friends and influence people. We want to know 

how to shave and dress and talk and walk so that people will like us and receive us. Few things 

influence us like peer pressure. I saw an interview with a man 105 years old and they asked him 

what its like to be 105 and he said, “Well, there’s not much peer pressure.” But really, peer pressure 

is something that rises up from within us. It is our natural human yearning for acceptance. 

Everything within us cries for approval. We hate conflict with others. That’s why we don’t speak of 

Jesus to others. We hate to be hated. We love to be loved and few things so influence our behavior 

as that.  

Now, if this is true, and certainly it is, how in the world can anyone live a life that they know 

will make them hated and ostracized and spurned? What would motivate such behavior? Well, 

Jesus answers that for us when He says his disciples act as they do for the sake of righteousness, or, 

as He says other places, for Christ’s sake. Now a disciple of Christ is first of all a human being who 

has within this powerful thirst for the approval and acceptance of others. This craving functions like 

a psychological law, sort of like the law of gravity. This force, this law, pressures us to do what we 

think will please others. Can it ever be overcome? Can gravity be overcome? Why, of course, we 

know gravity can be overcome. You can’t eliminate it, but you can overpower it with a greater 

force, a greater law and in the life of a Christian the force that overcomes peer pressure, the 

motivator that is greater than the desire to please men is the desire to please Christ and to know His 

approval. The fear of God is the fear that casts out all others. What allows a young Muslim or Jew 

or secularists to experience scorn from family and friends in order to be a Christian? How do you 

explain the unwavering stance of a Martin Luther who faced the rejection of his church, which to 

him was the only church? What is within millions who have been hated and beaten and imprisoned 

and killed for the gospel? What was it about the prophets that kept them preaching after being 

cursed and stoned and beaten? Were they psychotic? Did they not care what others thought of 

them? Sure they did. They were human. Take Jeremiah. Jeremiah 20:2 Pashur had Jeremiah the 

prophet beaten and put him in the stocks that were at the upper Benjamin Gate, which was by the 

house of the Lord.  This is just an example of Jeremiah’s lot in life. Look at what is says in 

Jeremiah 20:8  For each time I speak, I cry aloud; I proclaim violence and destruction, Because for 

me the word of the Lord has resulted in reproach and derision all day long. We call Jeremiah the 

weeping prophet. He was a sensitive man. You better believe this hurt. 10  For I have heard the 



3 

 

whispering of many, “Terror on every side! Denounce him; yes, let us denounce him!” All 

my trusted friends, watching for my fall, say: “Perhaps he will be deceived, so that we may prevail 

against him and take our revenge on him.” So, what does Jeremiah do? Quit? He’d have liked to, 

but there was that other law. 9 But if I say, “I will not remember Him, Or speak anymore in His 

name,” Then in my heart it becomes like a burning fire Shut up in my bones; And I am weary of 

holding it in, And I cannot endure it. He says, in spite of my ill-treatment and hatred, it is harder for 

me not to obey because then I lose God’s favor, God’s smile and the sweetness of His support. Do 

you see what kept him going? Paul said in Galatians 1:10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, 

or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a 

bond-servant of Christ. Paul says, “I seek God’s favor. I can’t seek the favor of men too.” Where 

the favor of God and men are the same - that’s nice and pleasant. But so often to please men means 

turning from God. If you love Christ you know you can’t do that. You know you must do right 

even if you lose the respect of a colleague or anger your boss or upset your father and mother.  

We Christians are tough aren’t we? We’ll forfeit the approval of men, stand firm for Christ and 

be miserable. I mean, you’d rather be a miserable Christian than a happy pagan right? But, wait a 

second. Jesus calls the disciple’s life a blessed or happy life. He doesn’t say, “do good and be sad.” 

He says, “When you live for me and men hate you and mistreat you “rejoice and be glad.” Now 

you may say. “Timeout. Hey, Jesus, it’s one thing to ask me to suffer for You, don’t tell me I’ve 

got to enjoy it.” But He does. And as far-fetched as this sounds - we find people doing this! In the 

early days of the church the apostles were healing and preaching in Jesus’ name and they came 

under attack from the Jewish authorities who had them charged and brought before the court. One 

of the members of the Sanhedrin Court persuaded his peers not to kill them. Then we read this. 

Acts 5:40-42 They took his advice; and after calling the apostles in, they flogged them and ordered 

them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and then released them. 41 So they went on their way from 

the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His 

name. 42 And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they kept right on teaching and 

preaching Jesus as the Christ. Let that sink in. How did the gospel get all the way to Pittsburgh? It 

started with people like this. This kind will get your attention. When you become the object of 

hatred for your faith, how should you respond? I suggest we deal with enemies by outrejoicing 

them. How is that for a strategy? Outrejoice them Brethren! Acts 16, Peter and Silas are preaching 

in Philippi when they got arrested, beaten severely and thrown in jail with chains on their feet. In 
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that place and in that condition we read that they were singing praises to God about midnight when 

an earthquake hit the jail. That kind of joy in suffering will shake anybody up. These early 

Christians did as Jesus said and rejoiced in their persecutions. Can you relate to that?  It’s tough 

isn’t it? That’s not our idea of a good life. Paul said this to his friends in Acts 20:22-23 Now, 

behold, bound by the Spirit, I am on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me 

there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me in every city, saying that bonds and 

afflictions await me. That’s great to know isn’t it? When God called Jeremiah He said, “Young 

man, you’ll be hurt and hated and opposed for me.” God told Isaiah that no one would believe him. 

I remember Mike Braun, our pastor in college, preaching on the life of Jeremiah and he asked this 

question, which would apply equally well to Peter or Paul or Wycliffe or Hus. He asked about 

Jeremiah, “Did God have a wonderful plan for his life?” I remember he paused to let us think and 

then said, “Yes, but God defined the wonder of it all.” It may not have been wonderful by the 

world’s way of thinking but it was wonderful by God’s way of thinking. Now, how do you want to 

think? Like fallen mortals or like our holy God?  

You will never live for Christ’s sake if you think doing so will make you miserable. Never.  

Hebrews 11:6 without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe 

that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. If you don’t believe seeking the Lord 

will bring you joy you will not do it. Unless you think rightly you won’t act rightly. So to act 

rightly you much change how you think. We must develop the mind of Christ who said to live for 

God’s approval, not man’s, is not only right it is blessed. It brings hatred yes. He promised us that, 

but He says it is blessed. Paul and Silas believed it. Peter believed it. Jesus believed it. Will you  

believe it? Let’s set aside the rest of our time to see how it is that we can be hated and yet be happy. 

Why is it blessed to be hated for Christ’s sake?  

Answer #1 is that persecution makes us stronger. Nietzsche said it, “Anything that doesn’t kill 

me makes me what?” Strong. God said it thru James 1:2-3 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when 

you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. God said 

it thru Paul Romans 5:3-4 Not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that 

tribulation brings about perseverance; 4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven 

character, hope. So again, when persecution comes, be glad. It can make you strong. That’s true of 

the individual and it’s true of the church. The church flourished under its persecution in ancient 

Jerusalem and ancient Rome. How do you explain that? Persecution made it strong. Opposition and 
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hatred does not kill the true church of Christ. It’s like insomnia. The more you fight it the stronger 

it gets. The missionaries were thrown out of China at the time of the revolution and for years and 

years we wondered if the church there was surviving under the Communist regime. In the last 

decade we have learned that the Chinese Church has flourished in hardship and is growing 

dramatically. Brother Andrew who for years smuggled Bibles into Communist lands tells us that 

the ones that persecuted most heavily had the most thriving churches. But, in the old communist 

East Germany, they allowed Bibles and churches and so on, but instead of persecution they used 

propaganda. They associated Jesus with weakness and superstition. The state took over doing all 

marriages and funerals and baptisms and schools. This was more effective for the communists. The 

Germans tried persecution but it never worked. It only makes us strong.  

Maybe the greatest tragedy in church history was when Constantine the Christian became the 

Roman Emperor in 305 AD. Christianity went from being persecuted by the state to being 

supported by it. The church rejoiced and celebrated but then, over time, grew weak and corrupt. 

The Arabs say, “All sunshine makes a desert.” But some rain, some persecution will make us 

flourish. So Christ says, “Rejoice.” My forty years of engagement in Christian ministry has been 

marked by a wonderful freedom to worship and preach and teach. Very little persecution really—

but we also haven’t seen much revival. I think of our son who has pastored now for five years or so. 

It seems likely, if our government and culture don’t turn around, that he will experience far more 

persecution than his dad, but then again he may experience far more revival. Persecution, 

opposition has a way of making us strong.  

Why is it blessed to be hated for Christ’s sake? Answer #2 is it makes you one with Christ. 

There is a bit of mystery here but it seems that Christ, in a special way, communes with those who 

suffer for Him, who suffer as He suffered. So, you can rejoice in persecution because it draws you 

closer to your precious Savior. Paul speaks of this in Philippians 3 when he says he counts all as 

loss 3:10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 

sufferings, being conformed to His death. There is a special fellowship with Christ in suffering and 

it is illustrated by the story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the book of Daniel. You 

remember they refused to worship the golden idol as required by the king of Babylon and so they 

were thrown into a fiery furnace. And it says when the king looked in at the fire he saw the three 

men who had been bound, walking about freely and there was with them, a fourth who looked like 
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the Son of God. The point: when we suffer for Christ He is with us, we abide with Him, and, in a 

special way, we become one with Him. So rejoice. 

Answer #3 - It is blessed to be hated for Christ’s sake because it makes fellowship with other 

believers sweeter. This is one I get just from experience. The place where I most appreciated my 

Christian friends was in Gainesville, Florida, at the University where, as a Christian student, you 

were frowned upon by students and faculty. We who loved the Lord found sweet refuge in each 

other. The hostility without intensified the love within. This isn’t just my idea though. Howard 

Hendricks asks, “How in the world did the early church have fellowship without coffee and donuts? 

They had something better; they had persecution. There is no greater fellowship than when you do 

Christ’s work under duress.” When you are really engaged in battle with the world you don’t fight 

over the color of choir robes or the length of the service. You appreciate the love God gives us for 

one another. Maybe one day we will understand this by experience.  

And now our fourth and final answer to the question, “Why is it blessed to be hated for Christ’s 

sake?” Look at Matthew 5:12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the 

same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. Reason #4 - your reward in heaven is 

great. He didn’t say, “Be glad because eventually you’ll be honored in history.” I don’t know about 

you, but the idea of being honored by men after I’m dead and gone just doesn’t turn me on. But 

Jesus was talking about the life after life and your suffering is blessed because then you will be 

exalted and rewarded. So, Jesus says, “be glad when you’re hated.” Now some people look at this 

and say, “hmm - rewards aren’t important. We need to serve Christ without the rewards stuff.” 

Well, that’s fine and dandy. You serve Christ because it’s right, because you love Him, but let’s not 

be more spiritual than Jesus. Jesus said, “Your reward in heaven is great.” Jesus said, “Lay up for 

yourselves treasure in heaven.” Paul said, “I Timothy 4:8 bodily discipline is only of little profit, 

but godliness is profitable for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and also for the 

life to come. There’s nothing wrong with being interested in heavenly reward. It sounds real 

spiritual to say, “Even if there was no heaven I’d still serve God.” That’s easy to say in the USA 

but Paul did not agree. He said, I Corinthians 15:19 If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we 

are of all men most to be pitied. Paul said that our faith is vain if this life is all there is. Our 

sacrifices for Jesus would then make no sense. I Corinthians 15:30-32 Why are we also in danger 

every hour? 31 I affirm, brethren, by the boasting in you which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I 

die daily. 32 If from human motives I fought with wild beasts at Ephesus, what does it profit me? If 
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the dead are not raised, let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die. But he goes on to say that Christ 

has indeed risen, that we shall be raised with him and the conclusion comes in 58 Therefore, my 

beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that 

your toil is not in vain in the Lord. This is what Jesus said, “You will be rewarded!” It’s okay, it is 

good to rejoice in that promise.  

Now Christ says this so we will be comforted and even joyful in our trials. He says, “Don’t 

worry about suffering now. You’ll be greatly rewarded in heaven.” And I ask this: “Do we care?” 

Do you care? Does it mean something to you that you’ll be rewarded in heaven? Or is that just a 

fairy tale to you? I believe this is very searching. How much do we believe in eternity? I wonder if 

there has ever been a generation of Christians so unheavenly minded as we are. We are so much 

into this world and we have so many riches here we easily become indifferent to heaven. After all, 

a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush. We’ll take our reward now thank you. And so, we are 

basically unwilling to pay the price in this life for things we won’t receive until the next life. If you 

don’t believe me try telling some husband or wife who is miserable in their marriage that they need 

to stay in there and persevere because they will be rewarded in heaven for keeping their marriage 

vows and for suffering graciously with that skunk they vowed to love. You say that and expect 

some really strange looks, even from church-going people. We don’t get it. We expect the reward 

for righteousness now. But, Jesus and Peter and Paul and John lived for glory; they invested in 

heaven and were comforted by that.  

Romans 8:18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared 

with the glory that is to be revealed to us. What’s a little pain now when we can see the coming 

glory? II Corinthians 4:17-18 Momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of 

glory far beyond all comparison, 18 while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the 

things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not 

seen are eternal. What is faith all about? It is about living for those unseen eternal things – things 

not less real, but more real than the material elements of this earth. And, when it is the eternal 

things we seek, when they are our focus we are then free to live boldly for Jesus regardless of what 

men think. Regardless of what they do to us. They take our bodies and they send us right to Jesus 

where we want to be. So Paul wrote that to live is Christ, to die is gain and to suffer is to heap up 

rewards for eternity.  
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Now, this is not pie-in-the-sky theology. This is the faith of nuts and bolts Christian living. We 

live for Christ today, suffering if need be, content in our lot because we know what awaits us. One 

of our hymns says, A tent or a cottage why should I care? They’re building a palace for me over 

there. Though exiled from home, yet still I may sing, “All glory to God I’m a child of the King.” 

Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 

Unseen and hoped-for. That sounds like heaven. Read in this same chapter about the example of 

Moses. Hebrews 11:24-27 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of 

Pharaoh’s daughter, 25 choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to 

enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 26 considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 

treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the 

wrath of the king; for he endured, as seeing Him who is unseen. Do you see? Faith in eternal justice 

is not impractical. It is critical if you are to make godly decisions today. Hebrews 11 goes on to list 

the suffering of God’s people 37-38 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, 

they were put to death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, 

afflicted, ill-treated 38 (men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and 

mountains and caves and holes in the ground. Why were they willing to suffer? They believed in 

the reward. In a future grace promised to faithful followers. Our theme verse for VBS was from 

Hebrews 12, the chapter that calls us to run the race with perseverance but here is how we are 

supposed to run that race. Hebrews 12:2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, 

who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the 

right hand of the throne of God. Why did Jesus endure? He saw the joy set before Him. He saw 

glory and you and me there with Him. 3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by 

sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. God wants you to 

persevere in doing right and to help you He promises eternal bliss for those who do.  

We’ve come now full circle. How can you rejoice when persecuted? Remember the word of 

Christ; “Your reward is great in heaven.” Is this just too above us? Is this too spiritual for us? I 

hope not. I hope you can grasp something of this. We can live as people who really believe in 

eternity, who look at life with an eternal perspective. Doing so would move us to leap for joy when 

hated for Christ’s sake. Think of how that would frustrate the devil. Think of how that would get 

the attention of the world. Christ says His disciples, true Christians, the happy people are poor in 

spirit, hungry for righteousness, pure in heart and hated for Christ’s sake. I close with a quote from 
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the German martyr of the last century, Dietrich Bonhoeffer in The Cost of Discipleship (page 128).  

Jesus calls them “blessed;” the world cries, “Away with them!” Yes, but to where? To the kingdom 

of heaven…There shall the poor be seen in the halls of joy. With His own hand God wipes away the 

tears from the eyes of those who had mourned upon earth. He feeds the hungry at his banquet. 

There stand the scarred bodies of the martyrs, now glorified and clothed in the white robes of 

eternal righteousness instead of the rags of sin and repentance. The echoes of this joy reach the 

little flock below as it stands beneath the cross and they hear Jesus saying, “Blessed are you.” I 

trust, I pray that today you too hear the benediction of the Master. 

  

 


