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MATTHEW 5:10-12 #11 

BLESSED ARE THE HATED, Pt.1 6-26-16 

 (Matthew 5) The Nigerian city of Jos sits on Africa's great fault line between the Muslim 

north and the Christian south, and thus has faced terrible things in recent years. A Nigerian 

Baptist church was attacked by Muslim Jihadists who burnt the church building and the house 

of the church's leader, Pastor Sunday Gomna. On the second Sunday after the violent outbreak, 

when the people of that Baptist church returned for worship, they gathered in a little mud-wall 

community center about a mile from the burnt church. Pastor Sunday stood up and offered 

words of, words of – words of what? What does a Christian pastor say after losing his house 

and church in that way? The pastor offered words of gratitude. He said, First, I am grateful that 

no one in my church killed anyone. Apparently, during the chaos of the attacks, Pastor Sunday 

had gone around the community and some of the Muslim people said, "Pastor, thank you for the 

way you taught your people, 'Your people helped to protect us.'" So Pastor Sunday was proud 

that his people did not kill any Muslims. Second, he said, I am grateful that they did not burn 

my church. Everyone looked at Pastor Sunday with disbelief. After all, they were meeting in a 

small, uncomfortable mud hut. But Pastor Sunday continued: "Inasmuch as no church member 

died during this crisis, they did not burn our church. They only burned the building.” He 

continued, "Third, I am grateful that they burned my house as well. If they had burned your 

house and not my house, how would I have known how to serve you as pastor? However, 

because they burned my house and all my possessions, I know what you are experiencing and I 

will be able to be a better pastor to you. So I am grateful that they burned my house as well." 

 For these last many weeks we have been studying the authoritative description of the blessed 

life and have found our Lord saying some rather unusual things. Blessed are the poor, the 

hungry, the weeping, and when we come to the last one we find it no less strange. 10-12 

Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely 

say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in 

heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

Everything within us and the world around us says, “No” this can’t be. A man is blessed when 

he is liked. But our Lord says, “Blessed are you when men hate you?” This is like the other 

beatitudes in that it is contrary to the world, but it is different from the others. In this way, this 
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last beatitude does not speak of a state of the heart, as the others did. This one describes a 

situation. This is not just a matter of the character but still it describes for us the Christian; and 

his persecution is due to his behavior. He is persecuted because he is a certain type of person 

and because he behaves in a certain manner. The best way of putting it, therefore, would be to 

say that, whereas all the other beatitudes have been a direct description of the believer, this one 

is indirect. This is what is going to happen to you because you are a Christian.  

We have a great deal to talk about here but let’s start with a very simple point: the fact that 

disciples are often hated. A friend of mine was seeing a psychiatrist who told him he had a 

persecution complex. I said, “Oh really, what do you think?” He told me: “That’s what I 

expected he’d say, the guy hates me.” It is possible to have a persecution complex, to believe 

that folks are out to get you when they aren’t? We can imagine that we are hated when we 

aren’t. But the fact is that Christians are often hated persons. This fact is really undeniable, 

either from a study of Bible history or church history. There has always been a natural hatred of 

the people of God on the part of the people of the world. Always. It is present today; it was 

present in the early church. It was present in the days of the Old Testament prophets. When did 

it get started? When there was one righteous man. Just one. How do I know? Two ways. II 

Timothy 3:12  All who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. This is a promise 

that doesn’t get us real excited but it is a promise. So, whenever a man is desiring to please 

God, he will get some flack. And it all started with the first man whom we know to be a 

righteous man. Who was that? The son of Adam and Eve - Abel. And what happened to Abel? 

Hated, persecuted, martyred by his brother Cain. At the dawn of history the wicked hated the 

righteous. I John 3:11-13 For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that 

we should love one another; 12 not as Cain, who was of the evil one and slew his brother. And 

for what reason did he slay him? Because his deeds were evil, and his brother’s were righteous. 

Moses received grievous persecution. Remember how Joseph was mistreated by his brother and 

then by Egyptians. David was mistreated by Saul. And the prophets-- Oh how the prophets, 

Elijah, Jeremiah, Amos, were abused by the people and the leaders of Israel. So badly were they 

treated that Jesus points to them as the examples of those hated for righteousness. Remember 

the story of Daniel and his buddies in Babylon? These are the outstanding men of the Old 

Testament and every one of them verifies the words of Christ. They were persecuted not for 

being religious nuts, but simply because they were righteous.  
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In the New Testament it’s exactly the same. In John 9 Jesus heals a blind man which angered 

the Jewish leaders, ostensibly because it was done on the Sabbath day. The Jewish court called 

the man’s parents in to question them about the incident but rather than give honor to Jesus they 

simply affirmed that their son was born blind and they did not know how it is he could now see. 

John 9: 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already 

agreed that if anyone confessed Him to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.  In 

John 16 Jesus tells His followers this 16:2 (ESV) They will put you out of the synagogues. 

Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God.  

James and Stephen were killed early in the history of the church. Peter and Paul eventually 

were and before their deaths they suffered tremendously at the hands of wicked men - beaten, 

stoned, imprisoned, and accused of all types of evil. It’s not surprising that Paul said, II 

Timothy 3:12 all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. For him it was a 

way of life. But of course, the supreme example is our Lord Himself. Here He is, in all His 

utter, absolute perfection, gentleness and love, but look at what the world did to Him. Read the 

long history of the Christian church and you will find the same things going on - the children of 

flesh hate the children of the Spirit. The early church suffered greatly, accused of being 

cannibals and atheists, incestuous and riotous. The men we now honor - Athanasius, John Hus, 

Wycliffe, Luther, the Covenanters in Scotland, the Huguenots in France, the Puritans in 

England all suffered at the hands of the wicked. Charles Cowman says, “Often a crowd does not 

recognize a leader until he is gone, and then they build a monument for him with the stones 

they threw at him in life.” The leaders of the great revivals in civilized England and America, 

Whitefield, Wesley and others were mocked and stoned and hated. In our own day, largely 

ignored by the popular press, we see Christians routinely killed for their faith in places like 

Syria, Nigeria, and North Korea. In much of the Arab Muslim world, even in American-

occupied Iraq, Christians are ostracized, pillaged, oppressed, tortured and killed for being lovers 

of Jesus.  

History verifies the words of God. All who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted.  Last week as we studied the call to be peacemakers but Matthew 10:34-36 Do not 

think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 

For I came to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-

in-law against her mother-in-law; 36 and a man’s enemies will be the members of his 
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household. Because of the depravity of man the Prince of Peace has become the battle-line for a 

continual war. We are in a struggle and so Christ had to tell us that when we are beaten and 

battered by our enemies, when we are slandered and injured, when we are hated for Christ’s 

sake we will be blessed. And so we can rejoice.  

The fact is disciples will be hated. This is not a truth for then and there but for here and now. 

The world has not changed its mind about Christ. This being hated for Christ’s sake is a mark 

of a disciple of Jesus. Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a 20th century German theologian who 

understood the inevitability of suffering. His loyalty to Christ that set him against the Nazi 

regime resulted in danger, imprisonment and death under orders of Heinrich Himmler just a few 

days before his prison camp was liberated. Bonhoeffer wrote: Suffering is the badge of true 

discipleship. The disciple is not above his master. Following Christ means suffering…. 

Discipleship means allegiance to the suffering Christ and it is therefore not at all surprising 

that Christians should be called upon to suffer. In fact, it is a joy and a token of his grace.  

What does that say to you and me? Am I a disciple? Am I suffering some for righteousness? If 

not, what are the implications? Now, we can’t say, “If you have not suffered then you aren’t 

saved, but we can say:  “if you are saved you will suffer to some degree, in some measure 

because of your faith.” It’s out there somewhere. In our day on the downside of a moral 

revolution those of us who dare cling to a Biblical morality will be singled out for hostility. You 

will lose jobs because of it. You will lose friends because of it. You may be fined or sent to jail. 

Who are you to be exempt? The fact: disciples are hated. 

Now beyond the fact, it is important for us to know why this is. But before we go to that 

specific question consider with me those things that do not make for a blessed and hated man. 

These are not the reasons disciples are hated, at least not the ones Christ thought of. Jesus said 

5:10 Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. But He didn’t say, “Blessed are you when men hate you because of your 

annoying conduct, because of your sin.” I knew a guy once who was always negative, always 

complaining but he was in the church so he came to me once and asked, “Pastor, help me here, 

why do people take an instant dislike to me.” I said, “Well, John, maybe to save time?” Maybe, 

righteousness is not the only reason you are hated. The story I told last week about being 

pursued by some young thugs because I made a wisecrack response to an insult. Remember 

that? I drove away from some guys who looked like they wanted to have fun smashing my 
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face? That story ended well for me. I jumped a curb with my car and got away. But, for the 

record, I wasn’t being persecuted for righteousness there. No that was folly on my part. People 

get hated for their sin too. That is just as common or more so. I Peter 2:19-20 For this finds 

favor, if for the sake of conscience toward God a person bears up under sorrows when suffering 

unjustly. 20 For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with 

patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds 

favor with God. But not when you sin and suffer. While we’re in I Peter look at 4:12 Beloved, 

do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as 

though some strange thing were happening to you. Some people get caught off guard by 

persecution because they were told that Christianity was a stroll thru a flower garden. 13-14a 

but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the 

revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. 14 If you are reviled for the name of 

Christ, you are blessed. If you are reviled, why? For the name of Christ. 14-16 If you are 

reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on 

you. 15 Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a 

troublesome meddler; 16 but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to 

glorify God in this name. Now let’s face it. There are lots of church goers out there and in here 

who are hated not because of righteousness but because of our own foolishness. When men hate 

you and ostracize you and insult you for those things don’t quote this verse and think you are 

blessed. The reward comes when you suffer for Christ or for righteousness, nothing else. 

    The reward mentioned here is also not for those who suffer for a cause. The suffering must 

be for Christ. So, when an unbeliever, loyal to his country, goes out and dies in battle it doesn’t 

fit to talk about the reward Christ promised him. There is no reward for that unless he does it in 

service to Christ. Plenty of people are suffering religious persecution today, are in prison 

unjustly for their religion but are they all suffering for Jesus? Not at all. Some are serving false 

gods, and the blessing is not theirs. The only blessed persecution comes upon the Christian 

acting as he does for the sake of His sovereign Lord. And, in this strange world, it must be said 

that Christians are not to be out there seeking persecution as if persecution itself wins God’s 

favor. It does not. Only righteousness gains God’s favor and God, in fact, exhorts us in 

Matthew 5:9 to try and not be hated. Matthew 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall 

be called sons of God. Romans 12:17 Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is 
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right in the sight of all men. That is, don’t seek trouble. Don’t go out of your way to be 

offensive. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. Now in this very 

verse we see Paul implying that it won’t be possible. It takes two to tango and it takes two to be 

at peace, but the point is, “You do your part to be at peace. Strive not to give unnecessary 

offense.” If the truth offends - fine. If righteousness offends - fine. But let’s eliminate anything 

else. The only kind of persecution we want is what we get for Christ’s sake.  

Now that moves us to our third point - the reasons why disciples are hated. Why is it that 

people whose chief trait is love are persecuted? Consider three possibilities: 

First, disciples are hated because their Master is hated. Jesus is the supreme example of the 

hated, blessed man John 15:18-20 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it 

hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you 

are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 

Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they 

persecuted me, they will also persecute you. Now some say, “Men, don’t hate Christ” and 

surely few would say they do, but if men don’t hate him why did they crucify Him? If men 

don’t hate Him why is His name a curse word? If men don’t hate Him, why do they refuse to 

talk about Him? Why do they scoff at his teachings? One pastor wrote a book with this title: 

They Like Jesus But Not the Church. But Romans 8 says that unbelievers are hostile to God. Oh 

friend, men killed Jesus and men haven’t changed. And so, if you will identify with Christ as 

His disciple you must be ready to be treated as He was and is. They hated our Master and we 

follow Him.  

The second reason disciples are hated is really the same reason Christ is hated - their 

righteousness exposes the world’s sinfulness. The student who makes a 98 on the test and blows 

the curve is hated because his excellence exposes the inability or laziness of others and so it is 

morally and spiritually. We don’t like the one who makes us look bad. I John 3:11-12 this is the 

message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another; 12 not as 

Cain, who was of the evil one and slew his brother. And for what reason did he slay him? 

Because his deeds were evil, and his brother’s were righteous. When it came time to sacrifice 

to God Abel brought to God the best of his flock. Cain brought a little fruit. God accepted 

Abel’s, rejected Cain’s and Cain raised cane. In fact, he murdered his brother because Abel 

made him look bad. John 3:19-21a This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, 
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and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone 

who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be 

exposed. 21 But he who practices the truth comes to the Light. The man who is trying to find 

his way home in the dark, how does he feel about light? He’s all for it. He wants it. The man 

who is a fugitive from justice, a prison escapee, how does he feel about light? He hates it. He’s 

a night person. You shine light on him and he’ll smash you or the light or both. 

Why is the natural man like this toward the Christian? Evil hates the light. What are we? 

Jesus called us the light of the world. So, the man walking in darkness may hate you. Your 

actions expose his actions, your words his words, your beliefs his beliefs, your values his 

values. So, II Timothy 3:12 all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. The 

sinner must criticize righteousness lest righteousness criticize him. And it’s very interesting to 

study who they are who have most persecuted God’s people throughout the ages. Sometimes, 

we think it is just the godless, atheistic communists who persecute Christians and certainly they 

do and have. But the battle is not primarily between religion and irreligion but false religion and 

true religion. Isn’t that what we are facing today? The prophets were persecuted by the religious 

elite, the priests. Jesus was hated not by the Romans but by the Jewish leaders. He came on the 

scene with real righteousness and exposed what they had as a fake. It was those considered to 

be righteous who most hated Christ. The early church suffered under Jews and Roman 

pantheists. And possibly the greatest persecutor of true believers throughout history has been 

the Roman Catholic Church. The Roman church killed millions who followed Christ. Why? 

The man with true religion embarrasses the man with the fake. When George Whitefield went 

preaching across England ablaze with the fire of God the cold, dead Anglican clergy rose up in 

arms and opposed him, criticized him. Revivals have always been criticized. The dead do not 

like the living. And that will always be true. The Disciples of Christ are hated because 

righteousness exposes sin. 

A third and related reason Disciples of Christ are hated is because they take a stand for truth. 

Christians, like their Lord, tell it like it is even when it is unpopular to do so. Christians are 

hated for calling sin, sin and lies, lies. Even some Christians don’t like that. We have this false 

idea of a Christian being a good ole boy who just goes along with everybody and everything, 

just easy-going. But the Bible says the true Christian holds firm to the truth come what may.  
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You know, most people don’t mind you believing in Jesus and worshipping Him in your 

church buildings. But just confront them with the realities of their sin and see what happens. I 

had a very pleasant relationship with the youngest of my three older sisters until I suggested to 

her that Jesus wasn’t only the right way for me, but for her as well. At that point she pledged to 

never have anything to do with me again, a vow she kept until she needed money. If you even 

hint that they are in sin or under judgment, watch out. Stand with Christ and don’t move and 

you’ll encounter some hatred. That’s what happened to the prophets of the Old Testament era 

and they were the targets of hate. But the false prophets, they were a different story. Jeremiah 

5:30-31 “An appalling and horrible thing has happened in the land: 31 the prophets prophesy 

falsely, And the priests rule on their own authority; And My people love it so! The false prophet 

is like the politician with a double tongue. He says one thing to this group and another to that 

group and is loved by all. You make that your goal and you forfeit Christ. If you want to be 

God’s friend take a stand for truth, call wrong, wrong and sin, sin and then duck. Men will not 

let you criticize them in deed or in word. John Stott says, “Persecution is simply the clash 

between two irreconcilable value systems.” If you are uncompromisingly faithful to God’s 

values it will come.  

 Clarence Jordan wrote this: It is difficult to be indifferent to a wide-awake Christian, a real 

live son of God. It is even more difficult to be indifferent to a whole body of Christians. You can 

hate them, or you can love them, but one thing is certain – you can’t ignore them….They 

confront you with an entirely different way of life, a new way of thinking, a changed set of 

values, and a higher standard of righteousness. In short, they face you with the kingdom of God 

on earth, and you have to accept it or reject it. There’s no washing of hands. These people must 

be crowned or crucified, for they are either mighty right or mighty wrong. Jesus says, “You are 

the salt of the earth.” How does salt feel in an open wound? It stings as it heals, but we try to be 

the sugar of the earth. II Timothy 3:12 all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted. If we were more like Christ, more righteous, bolder for the truth might we be more 

hated? Oh, stay in your temples and tabernacles singing songs and no one is bothered. Take the 

kingdom to the streets and you will find a battle.  

It’s been fascinating to me to see in recent years preachers who warn the church that we have 

a bad reputation in the world. Oh no! The unbelievers don’t like us! They say we are 

homophobic and intolerant and sexist. We have to fix this problem. We have to market 
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ourselves better. You know, they probably have a point to make, but, in a way I am glad when 

the world gets upset at Christians. It is often a sign that we are doing something right. Now, we 

don’t want hatred. I want to be liked as much as the next guy but even more I want 

righteousness, I want blessedness. I am ardent in my desire for those things, and Christ says 10a 

Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness. For the sake of 

righteousness. Do you know anything of being hated for that reason? Because you follow a 

hated Lord, because you expose a sinful world, because you stand firm for the truth? 

 


