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MATTHEW 5:7 THE BEATITUDES # 8 

BLESSED ARE THE MERCIFUL 6-5-16 

(Matthew 5) Once again to the Beatitudes, which are all about joy and happiness and how our 

Lord grants us those things for time and eternity. We have seen Christ’s way of happiness to be 

very different from the norm. He has told us that happy people are gripped by their spiritual need 

that they weep over sin, that they are meek and hungry for righteousness. Today we come to verse 

7 Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.  This is sort of a transition verse in the 

Beatitudes. The first four that we have seen have been looking at the Christian in terms of his need 

and his consciousness of it. Now, we come to focus on the disciple’s character and disposition. In 

today’s text we see that a guiding principle for a disciple’s life is mercy. Mercy.  

We begin with a quick look at the nature of mercy. You know what mercy is. Mercy is the 

inclination to relieve the distress of another. In Scripture, it is closely associated with the concept of 

grace. Grace and mercy are twin virtues. The Bible says we have been saved by the grace of God 

and the mercy of God. But, if there is a difference it is this: grace is especially associated with men 

in their sin; mercy is especially associated with men in their misery. Years ago I listened some to a 

record, yes a record, a 78rpm vinyl record by George Beverly Shea who was the most famous 

Christian male vocalist of his time, and I remember clearly two songs from his album. One was his 

triumphant rendition of The King is Coming. Oh man, that was great. The other was his song called 

Amazing Love which had this line in it that stuck with me. The song said of our Lord: He looked 

beyond my fault and saw my need. That is mercy, and that is what I needed God to do for me. I was 

blanketed with fault, layered with fault, buried in fault but my Lord against whom I had sinned,  

who knew my sin better than anyone, looked beyond all of it to pay attention to my need, to have 

mercy on my poor condition as a lost sinner. That is the nature of mercy. That is what it does. It 

often confronts one who is guilty and undeserving, but instead of responding with vindictiveness, 

responds with kindness. That kind of thing is a wonderful quality which only the Spirit of Christ 

can really give us. The grace of mercy is not a natural quality for anyone. It is a Spirit-wrought 

virtue. Don’t confuse it with an easy-going temperament. That is often done. The teacher who 

passes everyone, the laid-back boss at work, the permissive parent - these folks may qualify for the 

title easy-going, maybe lenient, but not merciful. Some confuse the two which is dangerous to do in 

an age like ours which does not believe in law or discipline and in a sense doesn’t believe in justice 

or righteousness. So many look at sin and wink, demonstrating a grand indifference to the law of 
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God, and of course, do not hold anything against its transgressors. But who is the great example of 

mercy? Remember, this term applies to God. God is merciful. Is God easy-going? No. Is God 

lenient? No one can read the Bible and describe God in that way. He is a merciful God and a holy 

God. And if we are merciful as he is merciful then we won’t be easy-going but we will be full of 

compassion and inclined to relieve the distress of others, even those who have offended us. That is 

the nature of mercy. 

Now consider the duties of mercy. And there are two. But before I get to these let me note that 

mercy is not the duty of governments. Mercy is God’s requirement of us as individuals, but the 

requirement of civil authorities is justice, justice and only justice. The government is not to turn the 

other cheek - we are. The government is not to love its enemies, we are. The government is called 

the minister of God’s wrath to inflict punishment on those who do wrong, to maintain a just society 

in which the individuals are freed up to manifest the qualities of mercy. In short, as you read your 

Bible you see that the beatitudes, like all the ethics of the Sermon on the Mount are for the 

individual disciple and not really for governmental authorities as such. So, when you hear 

presidents, priests or preachers applying the mercy principles of Scripture to nations, to 

governments, beware.  

Now, back to our point - the duties of mercy. First, is the duty to forgive those who owe us. We 

often feel that others owe us some debt, moral or otherwise. We are offended at them and by them. 

And this situation puts us in the position as their judge. What does God want from us when we are 

there? Mercy. Mercy towards that offending parent, spouse, child, co-worker. I spoke with a 

member of our church who had been greatly injured by someone and she spoke of how her anger 

had been turned by the Lord into pity. That is what we want God to do for us, give us compassion 

for those who owe us. We want to look beyond their fault and see their need. This is especially 

important when we are in a position to really exact a pound of flesh out of someone. Sometimes 

you find yourself in a position to make someone really feel your wrath. We can almost relish those 

opportunities, but that is very un-Christlike. It is also un-Josephlike. Remember Joseph’s example 

on this point? He had been sold into slavery by his own brothers because they were jealous of him. 

He spent years as a slave, and then did undeserved prison time. But finally, God exalted his servant 

to a place of power in Egypt and then brought his guilty brothers down to Egypt begging Joseph for 

food. What would you do in that situation were you Joseph? Maybe, you, like me, have people in 

your past whom, in the flesh, you would love to be able to crush, like Joseph could have crushed 
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his brothers. But this is where the word must have its way in our lives. Joseph chose the way of 

mercy, and not only did he not repay his brothers for their evil, he treated them royally.  

The second duty of mercy is to give to those we owe nothing. When I give money to the cashier 

at Wendy’s that isn’t mercy that is payment of a debt. Mercy is shown to those having no claim on 

my time and money. We owe them nothing, but when we give them something we show mercy. 

God especially calls us to mercy for the hurting, for the orphans and widows and the poor. North 

Park Church has a history of doing this very thing in several ways. Last week we heard about 

investing in Light of Life. Before that it was the Women’s Choice Network. Before that it was 

Bricks for Haiti. All the while a group of NPC members are investing weekly through Open Table. 

Many of you are modeling mercy in your personal relationships and ministries. You are truly a 

remarkable group. Thank you and let’s continue to display this grace. I John 3:17 speaks of this 

kind of mercy when it says 17 But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and 

closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him? Mercy responds to the needs 

and afflictions of others. It may respond in diverse ways depending on the situation, but there is 

always a heart response. 

On to our third major heading which is the reward of mercy. Blessed are the merciful - why? 

What do they get? It says they get mercy shown to them. Now I don’t know if you find that very 

attractive or not. The promise of mercy may not appeal to you for it has only a limited appeal, and 

that appeal is limited to what kind of people? What kind of person needs mercy?  A person who is 

guilty or a person who is weak. But we have seen already in the Beatitudes that these qualities 

adhere to a disciple of Christ. The disciple knows he has spiritual need. Apart from Christ he is 

nothing, has nothing and can do nothing. Such a person as this will value the promise of mercy 

because he knows he stands in need of mercy. If you are fine, if you are self-sufficient, this isn’t 

something you care about. Mercy is for the guilty and weak who themselves show mercy to others.  

Now what exactly is that saying? Is Jesus telling us that the condition for receiving the mercy of 

God is to show mercy to others? Is that it? That if I show mercy to you God will show mercy to 

me? A couple of other Scriptures seem to imply the same thing. In the Lord’s Prayer what do we 

say? Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Also, in Matthew 18, Jesus tells that parable 

about the servant who was forgiven a great debt by his master and then went out and demanded 

payment from another servant who owed him a trifling debt. When word of this came back to the 

big boss what did he do? He threw the unmerciful servant into prison. Our Lord ends the parable by 
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saying, Matthew 18:35 My heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of you does not 

forgive his brother from your heart. So then, shall we read these verses and suggest that God will 

only forgive us after we forgive others, that God will only show mercy to us after we show mercy 

to others? Such a conclusion would contradict the New Testament principle of salvation by grace. 

Scripture tells me that God loved me and had mercy on me long before I could ever do that for 

someone else. Ephesians 2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which 

He loved us. God is merciful to us, simply because He sovereignly loves us and the next verse 

reminds us when that was 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together 

with Christ (by grace you have been saved). God’s saving mercy toward us is unconditional mercy. 

Don’t let Matthew 5:7 convince you otherwise. When we look at our text in the light of all the 

Bible says about sovereign grace the explanation becomes plain. Our Lord is really saying that I am 

only truly forgiven when I am truly repentant. To be truly repentant means that I realize I deserve 

nothing but punishment, and that my forgiveness is due wholly to the love of God and to His mercy 

and grace. And someone convinced of these things, must, of necessity, forgive those who sin 

against him.  

Consider at this point how the other Beatitudes help us to understand this one. If I am poor in 

spirit I realize I have no righteousness; I realize that face-to-face with God and His righteousness I 

am utterly helpless, I can do nothing. Not only that I mourn because of the sin that is within me; by 

the work of the Holy Spirit I have come to see the blackness of my own heart. I have come to know 

what it is to cry out, “O wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me?” and to desire to be rid of 

this vileness within me. I have hungered and thirsted for righteousness, painfully aware that I 

cannot create it or produce it. I have seen my desperate position in the sight of God and then I have 

seen how Christ has filled me, how Christ has saved me, how I have received everything as a free 

gift. Does it not follow inevitably that if I have seen and experienced all that, my attitude towards 

others must be completely and entirely changed? We now can see them Biblically, as dupes, 

victims and slaves of sin and Satan. We come to see them not as persons we dislike but as persons 

to be pitied, who were exactly as we were, and, but for the grace of Christ, would still be. So, we 

are able to be sorry for them. And merciful toward them. This is what we see in the Lord Jesus isn’t 

it? There He is, nailed to the cross, suffering unspeakable agonies and yet what does He say as he 

looks upon the people responsible for it? Father forgive them. Consider too the martyr Stephen, 

being stoned to death by an angry mob, and he speaks to the Father and says, Lay not this sin to 
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their charge. They don’t know what they are doing. He has pity on his murderers and is merciful to 

them. And that is to be the attitude of every Christ-follower, an attitude that flows out of our own 

repentance. 

This is how we make sense of this teaching. The forgiven man forgives, the man shown mercy 

shows mercy. Tim Keller notes that our identity as believers is found in what we receive, not what 

we achieve. As a result, we don’t look down on others. If your identity is in what you achieve – 

your intelligence, your morality, your wealth, your tolerance - even then you look down on others. 

But a recognition that all is of grace opens the way to loving the unlovely. So - if I go to the Lord to 

confess my sin, to ask forgiveness of it and I remember that I haven’t forgiven another I can’t just 

keep praying. I will have no confidence or freedom to ask God for something I refuse to give 

another. My refusal to forgive betrays my own supposed repentance. It must follow that if I realize 

my own position before God I will be merciful toward others and if I am not there is only one 

explanation: I have never understood the grace and mercy of God, I am outside of Christ, still in my 

sins, still unforgiven and without saving mercies in my own soul. That is why we can say that only 

the merciful receive mercy, because mercy toward others is a fruit of saving repentance.  

One other thing to note on this third major heading of the reward for mercy. We have seen that 

the reward implies a need, that the condition to receive mercy is to show mercy, that mercy flows 

out of true repentance, now let’s look at how this promised mercy comes to us. It is possible for an 

atheist to argue in favor of showing mercy isn’t it? How would the unbeliever exhort us to mercy? 

He would say that if you are merciful to others, they will be merciful back, right? We learn the 

story of Androcles and the lion. Remember that one? I may miss the details but I believe Androcles 

was a kindly Christian who came upon a hurting lion one day and risked his neck to help the poor 

creature. He discovered a deadly thorn in the lion’s paw and removed it from him. Some time later, 

Androcles the Christian was persecuted for his faith and thrown into the Roman colosseum to be 

eaten by a lion for the enjoyment of the pagan crowd. But when they opened the gate, the vicious 

lion came bounding toward Androcles only to discover that it was his old friend, the man that had 

rescued him from the thorn. So, the grateful lion took mercy on Androcles. The moral of our story 

being, “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.” It does happen that way sometimes 

doesn’t it? But if you count on that kind of thing you are naive. Sometimes the people you love the 

most, to whom you show the greatest mercy, are the very ones who rip you to shreds aren’t they? 

You can see that in your own experience. You can see it in the life of Jesus to be sure. We may 
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receive mercy from those we show mercy and then again we may not, but we will surely receive it 

from the one who promised it. God will see to it that we don’t go unrewarded. Proverbs 11:17a The 

merciful man does himself good; and in Proverbs 14:21 He who despises his neighbor sins, But 

happy is he who is gracious to the poor. A lot of calculating persons will be gracious to the rich and 

powerful but mercy to the poor and weak and needy is the work of those who look in faith to God 

for His favor and His blessing. Blessed are the merciful for they shall receive mercy from the Judge 

of all the earth, both in time and in eternity.  

We wrap up our meditations on mercy by considering the requirements of mercy. What must be 

true of you in order for you to show this blessed mercy? Three things. #1 you must know about 

God’s mercy. You must have some appreciation of the mercy your Creator and Judge has shown to 

you. We sang earlier about the cross of the Lord Jesus, “Mercy there was great!” ® Another hymn 

says, “When all thy mercies O my God, my rising soul surveys, transported with the view I’m lost 

in wonder, love and praise.” It is possible to be easy-going or sympathetic without a knowledge of 

God’s mercy but you will never be deeply and truly merciful until the gospel of Christ’s mercy 

penetrates the core of your being. Jesus says in Luke 6:36 Be merciful, just as your Father is 

merciful. Do you know of His mercy? That is essential #1.  

Essential #2 is to appreciate your need for mercy. Do you appreciate how critical this is for your 

own life? When you play Monopoly and you get one of those Get out of Jail Free cards, you don’t 

get all excited about it. That card is worth nothing to you is it, until you wind up in jail. Until you 

know your need you don’t appreciate the mercy of God and you aren’t likely to show mercy to 

others. Understand this, when you refuse to show mercy you imply that you never need it. An 

unforgiving spirit is found only in the very proud who don’t think they stand in need of mercy - 

never did, never will. In Deuteronomy 15 God says something interesting to the people of Israel. 

He says that when someone becomes your slave (this is a way people would pay off debts) you are 

to treat him well and then after six years release him. Listen to this Deuteronomy 15:13-15 When 

you set him free, you shall not send him away empty-handed. 14 You shall furnish him liberally 

from your flock and from your threshing floor and from your wine vat; you shall give to him as the 

Lord your God has blessed you. 15 You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, 

and the Lord your God redeemed you; therefore I command you this today. You see the holy logic 

there?  Remember that you needed mercy, remember that God showed you that mercy, and 
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therefore you be merciful to others. You must know the mercy of God, you must appreciate your 

own need.  

Thirdly, to show mercy to others you must have experienced the mercy of God personally. This 

is different from my first essential. To know about the mercy of God is one thing, to experience it is 

something else. Warren Wiersbe says this, “The receiving of mercy cannot be a mere commercial 

transaction between me and my God: I must experience it in my heart.” Wiersbe’s point explains a 

great deal to me. He says The problem with the unmerciful servant in Christ’s parable was that he 

looked upon the king’s mercy as something that could have been earned if only there had been time 

enough to work. He said: “Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee all.” The man was 

never really broken by the debt of his sins, and therefore, his attitude was that of a prankster who 

had been let off the hook and not of a rebel who had been delivered from death. He received mercy 

in a commercial way; he did not experience mercy in a spiritual way. For this reason he was 

unable to extend mercy to his fellow-worker who owed him a paltry sum when compared to his own 

debt.  This is a searching, searching point, my friend. So, look at your life and seriously ask 

yourself how it is marked by mercy. Are you seeking the good of those who can do nothing for 

you? Have you forgiven all that have offended you? When there is a callous selfishness expressed 

in a schedule and a budget devoid of service to others, or when there is a stubborn refusal to forgive 

you can find at the root of each is a proud spirit that never deeply felt the need for God’s mercy or 

the sweetness of His grace. If that is you today, then open your eyes to behold your sin, your need. 

Cry out to God for mercy, and then turn your eyes away from self to see that husband, that wife, 

that child, that neighbor who has desperate needs, physically, spiritually, emotionally. With 

confidence in God’s promise, move out, move on to show to others the tender mercies of our God.  

Let’s pray, and as you pray, would you ask the Lord to show you one or more individuals to 

whom you can demonstrate mercy for Jesus’s sake and then we will join at the table of mercy. 

 


