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MATTHEW 5:8 THE BEATITUDES #9 

Vision For the Pure  5-29-16 

(Matthew 5) What kind of person do you look up to? What kind of person do you admire and 

wish you could be like? If it’s a famous person it may be because you think fame would make you 

happy. If it’s a beautiful person it may be because you think beauty would make you happy. If it’s a 

wealthy person it’s probably because you think wealth would make you happy. When we look at a 

list of the world’s most admired we get a good take on what most of us believe happiness is all 

about. And it is grievous how few people come anywhere close to the values of Jesus. We have 

been studying what Jesus has to say about true happiness, and today we come to Matthew 5:8 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Our outline for today has us looking at the 

place, the purity, and the prize.  

Our first two points focus on one word, as we begin by looking at the word heart, which locates 

the place of our Lord’s concern. I asked that question about who you admire and, can you see what 

a great indicator your answer is about what you believe to be important? If I learn who your heroes 

are I know a great deal about you. If it turns out that your heroes are Miley Cyrus and Hugh Hefner 

there is little more I need to know. What do we admire? Excellence, power, something hard to nail 

down like coolness? What is it about others that we care about? Their looks? Their abilities? 

Normally that is it isn’t it? Those are the kinds of things that draw out attention and admiration, but 

the Lord Jesus says it is something else about a person that matters. Not looks, not power, not 

money, not coolness, but heart. The key to success in the eyes of the Lord, and the key to 

happiness, is to be found in the heart of a man or woman. You think about the kind of person you 

want your children to emulate. It’s not about having fancy stuff or worldly fame or stunning beauty 

is it? Isn’t it about having a heart like that of Jesus? According to Christ everything important in 

life can be found in your heart. That is the place of importance. The heart of the matter is the matter 

of the heart. 

The condition of your heart will largely determine if you walk in joy or not. What is the source of 

all our troubles here on planet Earth? You get all kinds of answers to that. The source of trouble is 

the devil and all his comrades. He’s the one giving us fits. But the devil has no power over a pure 

heart does he? He couldn’t get to Jesus and he can’t get to any man whose heart is without sin. 

Others say the source of our troubles is society. It is all the corruption of society that gives us 
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trouble. But isn’t a corrupt society only possible when you put a bunch of corrupt people together? 

Fact is that every human problem, every misery can be traced back to impure hearts - that’s the root 

of it all. And if we are going to find solutions to our problems, if we are going to find a way back to 

the tree of life and the paradise of God, if we are going to discover joy and peace we must address 

this matter of the heart. Religion that fails to do so is a waste of time. It is worse than that because it 

becomes a distraction. And most religion is located in forms and rituals, and rules and ceremonies. 

Pray at this hour, eat fish on this day, wear this special garment, don’t wear those things, say these 

words. Where does the heart come in? Externalism I call it. Religion that focuses on the outer to the 

neglect of the inner. Jesus spoke to the externalists of his day, the pharisees, in scathing tones. 

Matthew 23:25-28 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the 

cup and of the dish, but inside they are full of robbery and self-indulgence. 26 You blind Pharisee, 

first clean the inside of the cup and of the dish, so that the outside of it may become clean also. 27 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which on the 

outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. 28 So 

you, too, outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and 

lawlessness. Like so many religious persons they had lost perspective. They were all about external 

purity. What mattered was to keep your distance from sinners, and unclean foods, and unwashed 

hands. Jesus shattered their deception. In Christ’s day the lepers were required, whenever they 

came near to others, to cry out, “Unclean, Unclean” so folks would know to stay away. But Jesus 

touched the leper and taught that what defiles a man is not outward but inward. The heart of the 

matter is the matter of the heart. 

What is the heart? That Greek word, cardia, from which we get our English “cardiac” referred to 

more than just the seat of our emotions. The heart is the center of our being. It is the fountain of all 

our choices, thoughts and feelings. Jesus said, Matthew 15:19 For out of the heart come evil 

thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders. These behaviors find 

their beginning in a bad heart. Good behaviors flow from a good heart. Proverbs 4:23 Watch over 

your heart with all diligence, For from it flow the springs of life. The springs of life - all of life, all 

that matters comes from the heart. Something I have heard people say many times reveals our 

misunderstanding of this. They say of someone who has done tremendous evil, “Well, deep down 

he has a good heart.” On the surface he is a lying, cheating, murderous infidel but he’s got a good 
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heart. How can we speak this way? What we do flows from the heart. Now yes, it is possible to do 

proper things -- tithe, smile, work hard, tell the truth -- out of a bad heart, from impure motives but 

it is not possible to do wickedness from a good heart. Luke 6:45 The good man out of the good 

treasure of his heart brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings 

forth what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his heart. And his hands move out of 

that which fills the heart as well. It is the center of our beings. 

Now we move on to point two which is purity. Blessed are the pure in heart. We have seen the 

place, now the purity Jesus has in view. Think about what purity is. It has really two nuances. It 

first of all means that something is clean. It is not defiled by dirt or filth of any kind. Blessed are 

the pure in heart, those whose hearts have been washed. The second nuance is that of singleness, or 

unity. Something that is pure is non-alloyed. When you see a label that says 100% pure Florida 

Orange Juice you understand that to mean that all you get in that container came out of Florida 

oranges. There is no water, no lemon juice, no high-fructose corn syrup, no preservatives. Perfect 

purity of heart, which none of us possesses, would be to will only one thing. Soren Kierkegaard, the 

Danish philosopher wrote a book about this subject. The popular title is Purity of Heart, the 

complete title is Purity of Heart Is To Will One Thing. That being the will of God and His glory. If 

my heart is perfectly pure then I would stand before you today indifferent to how you may receive 

me, indifferent to how I appear to you, indifferent to my own comforts. Purity in heart means that I 

am wholly God’s in thought, word, and deed. That I am not wholly God’s, that I still have a will of 

my own, that I still think much of myself tells me that I have a long way to go in this purification 

process. None of us is perfectly pure, our hearts are still sullied by sin, and they are still pulled in 

different directions. David asked God often for a pure heart in various ways. One that I like and can 

relate to is his expression in Psalm 86:11c Unite my heart to fear your name. Unite my heart. 

Eliminate that part of my heart that fears men and loves things. Every Christian, I think, 

understands that desire and wants that purification. Believers, by instruction and by experience 

learn the vileness of our own natural hearts. Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is more deceitful than all else 

And is desperately sick; who can understand it? We come to see that within us is that very heart of 

which Christ testified in Matthew 15:19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, 

adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders. Have you not seen that in yourself, that 

abominable self-centeredness that despises others, and craves evil pleasures? This is the heart that 
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needs to be made pure. It is not that by nature. We aren’t born with a good heart; we must be born 

again to have a new heart. We must be reconstructed by Christ. And as we read the New Testament 

we find this to be just what Jesus does. He has come to make the dirty clean and the sick well. Titus 

2:11-12a (ESV) For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 training 

us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions. The gospel teaches us to put aside impurity 

doesn’t it? 12-14 (ESV) training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-

controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the 

appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to 

redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are 

zealous for good works. Did you catch that? What did Jesus come to do? It says He gave Himself 

for us, that is He died in our place to accomplish what? Two verbs are used here to tell us of the 

Lord’s purpose. The first is the verb “redeem.” What is the second? “Purify” You mean, Jesus 

didn’t just die so that we could go to heaven? You mean there is more to it? Absolutely. Christ died 

to purify for Himself a people who would be zealous, who would care a lot about doing what? 

Good deeds. And you can easily see from this verse that an individual who is not being purified by 

Christ is also one who has not been redeemed or pardoned by Christ. Purity is absolutely essential. 

Well then, how shall we achieve this purity? How can we become blessed ones who are 

privileged to see the Lord? Focus on purity of heart. James 4:8 says to purify your heart. The 

apostle John writes about the believer's hope in Christ's return and then says I John 3:3 And 

everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. Are we responsible 

for the condition of our hearts? Must we seek after a pure heart? Absolutely. The Lord gives us 

gifts whereby we might develop such hearts, but ultimately the Christian is dependent on the Lord. 

We have no ability to change a heart, not even our own. Jesus is the king of hearts and He is the 

one who must do this for us. So, admit to God that your heart is wrong, admit to him that you are 

unable to change it. Then call on Him in faith for this gift. In Psalm 51 David looked to heaven for 

assistance in this and said Psalm 51:2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity and cleanse me from 

my sin. 7 Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Who is he talking to? This is prayer  Psalm 51:10  Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a 

steadfast spirit within me. 10a Create in me a clean heart, O God. I don’t see in David a man who 

is going to nonchalantly suggest that there is nothing he can do to improve his walk with God. I 
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expect there are things he is planning to do differently to guard his own heart, but I see here his 

dependence; I see here his hope in God. “Lord, you are the King of hearts, you are the heart 

surgeon, come and do your work in me.” Purity of heart is certainly our concern and must be our 

prayer but it is ultimately the work of Christ which He promises to do for those He redeems. 

Major heading #3 is the prize. We have seen the place, the purity, now the prize. This is where it 

gets really good. Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God. Now, is this something that 

happens for us now in this life or is this part of that other world, heaven thing? No doubt there is a 

heavenly dimension, but there is a this worldly dimension too. Most of the beatitudes are at least 

partially fulfilled now. Is it not true that Christian people are enabled to see God now in a way that 

others cannot? The Christian sees God in nature. We behold a beautiful sunset and we sing praises 

to God. We have seen him in what he made. The Christian also sees God in the events of history. 

There is a vision possible to the eye of faith that no one else has. In our home, when our children 

were with us Beth had our kids participate in what are called God hunts. A God hunt is when you 

look for the Lord and His working in the events of everyday life. We say that we see God in the 

kindness of another. We see God in our victories over sin. God-hunt sightings we call them. 

    But of course, that is a tiny thing compared with what is yet to be.  I Corinthians 13:12ab For 

now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I shall know fully. 

Wow! The but then sounds spectacular! My friend, this is one of the most amazing things that has 

ever been said to a human. The sight of God -- the church came to call it the beatific vision. For the 

Jew it always represented the height of true bliss. The most blessed man of the Old Testament was 

Moses. The Bible says he had a face to face relationship with God, but even though Scripture spoke 

that way it did not mean that Moses saw the Lord’s face. You may remember that time when Moses 

felt that he had reached that place in his relationship with God when he could ask for the ultimate 

favor. In Exodus 33 we read 17 The Lord said to Moses, “I will also do this thing of which you 

have spoken; for you have found favor in My sight and I have known you by name.” Then Moses, 

figuring God was in a good mood for a request, says in 18 (ESV) Moses said, “Please show me 

your glory.” What do the people who know God best want most?  More of the Lord. How did God 

respond to the request of Moses? This is fascinating. The Lord said, “I will show you my back side, 

but not my face, for nobody can see my face and live.” But that is what Moses wanted more than 

anything. Show me your glory! This was the great hope of God’s chosen people. That is why the 
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Aaronic benediction of Numbers 6 says “The Lord make his face to shine upon you. The Lord lift 

up His countenance upon you.” That’s the ultimate you see. When God’s face shone upon you, you 

were blessed, and when God hid his face you were in deep woe. Then we read the words of the 

great psalmist, the man after God’s own heart, King David of Israel who said in Psalm 27:4a One 

thing I have asked from the Lord. What is the one thing that this man of God would seek for? 

Above everything else he says: 4 One thing I have asked from the Lord, that I shall seek: that I may 

dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord and to 

meditate in His temple. His goal, his desire, his longing was to gaze on the beauty of the Lord. 

Then we come to the New Testament. Revelation 21:1-3 Then I saw a new heaven and a new 

earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. 2 And I 

saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride 

adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the 

tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and 

God Himself will be among them.” That is it! That is the greatest and the foundational blessing of 

our eternal glory. God will be with us in the new Jerusalem. Revelation 21:23 the city has no need 

of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the 

Lamb. In the new earth the glory of God will shine among us, and it will be magnificent! And then 

in 22:3-4a There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, 

and His bond-servants will serve Him; 4 they will see His face. 4a they will see His face. The 

presence of God is the essence of glory, and the sight of God is the bliss of glory. Remember what 

happened to Moses after he saw just the back parts of God? His face was radiant with the reflected 

remnants of God’s glory. And now I Corinthians 13:12 said we will know God face to face. I John 

3:2 says we will see Him as He is. Matthew 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 

God.  The hymnody of the church picks up so beautifully on this theme. One hymn says: When all 

my labors and trials are o’er and I am safe on that beautiful shore, just to be near the dear Lord I 

adore will through the ages be glory for me. When by the gift of His infinite grace, I am accorded 

in heaven a place, just to be there and to look on his face will thru the ages be glory for me. 

Another one, picking up on the biblical imagery of the church being the bride of Christ, says, The 

Bride eyes not her garment but her dear Bridegrooms face; I will not gaze at glory but on my King 

of grace.  
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    Now please understand that this blessed vision is not for everyone. It’s not. Not all will see God, 

but only the pure in heart. Hebrews 12:14 (ESV) Strive for peace with everyone, and for the 

holiness without which no one will see the Lord. What does that suggest happens if you are not 

sanctified, if you are not pure in heart? If you are not the object of Christ’s purifying ministry in 

your soul, whether you do church or not, whether you call yourself a Christian or not, do you see 

what you are missing and will miss? You are going to miss the greatest, most fabulous favor of all 

time. You will be absent when the Jesus people enjoy God and feast their eyes on His loveliness. 

Now what exactly will that be like? How will the Lord appear to us? It is very difficult to say. 

The closest thing we are given in Scripture is the description by the Apostle John of the Lord Jesus 

in Revelation 1:13-16 in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son of man, clothed in a robe 

reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with a golden sash. 14 His head and His hair were 

white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire. 15 His feet were like 

burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of 

many waters. 16 In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp two-

edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its strength. Now that is an attempt to 

describe what he saw in human language, but the part that may be most informative is the next 

verse where it says 17a When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man.  Whatever exactly John 

saw, it was mind-blowing. It was awesome! Can you say “awesome?” Unlike John, when we see 

the Lord we will have been glorified, we will have bodies and souls capable of taking it all in. But 

still, we will be transfixed on the resplendent glory and beauty of our King. Faber writes, “How 

wonderful, how beautiful, the sight of thee must be. Thine endless wisdom, boundless power and 

awful purity.” Somehow I lived forty minutes from Cape Canaveral for thirty years and never made 

it up to the cape for a shuttle launch or any other kind of launch but I am told by those who have 

that watching that thing take off from up close is an enormous rush, a spectacle of light and sound 

that is unmatched. So, people drive there, wait around for hours, risk going in vain altogether for a 

one minute thrill. It must be awesome. But nothing, nothing in this earth in this world supplies a 

sight worthy of comparison with what awaits our eyes if we are being purified by Christ. In God’s 

time we will stand and behold the awesome majesty of our God and the thrill of that sight will not 

be gone in a minute, not in a day, not in a month or a year or a decade or a millennium. Imagine the 

most spectacular sight you have ever seen, multiply the thrill by 1000 and expect that for the rest of 
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eternity. I Corinthians 2:9 as it is written, “Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, 

And which have not entered the heart of man, All that God has prepared for those who love Him.” 

For those who are the pure in heart, for they and they only will see the Lord. Let’s pray 

 


