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GENESIS #15, Chapter 19, Part A  

When God Meets Sodom 

       (Genesis 19) We come again to our consecutive exposition of the portion of Scripture which 

contains the story of Abraham. Today, we look at what happens when God comes to Sodom. You 

may recall from chapter 18 that three visitors had come to Abraham, two angels and the Lord. 

Chapter 18 ended with Abraham seeking to persuade God against destroying Sodom. But even 

while the Lord and his servant spoke, the angels were on their way to the infamous city. 19:1-29  

Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening as Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. When 

Lot saw them, he rose to meet them and bowed down with his face to the ground. 2 And he said, 

“Now behold, my lords, please turn aside into your servant’s house, and spend the night, and wash 

your feet; then you may rise early and go on your way.” They said however, “No, but we shall 

spend the night in the square.” 3 Yet he urged them strongly, so they turned aside to him and 

entered his house; and he prepared a feast for them, and baked unleavened bread, and they ate. 4 

Before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, surrounded the house, both young and 

old, all the people from every quarter; 5 and they called to Lot and said to him, “Where are the 

men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us that we may have relations with them.” 6 But 

Lot went out to them at the doorway, and shut the door behind him, 7 and said, “Please, my 

brothers, do not act wickedly. 8 Now behold, I have two daughters who have not had relations with 

man; please let me bring them out to you, and do to them whatever you like; only do nothing to 

these men, inasmuch as they have come under the shelter of my roof.” 9 But they said, “Stand 

aside.” Furthermore, they said, “This one came in as an alien, and already he is acting like a 

judge; now we will treat you worse than them.” So they pressed hard against Lot and came near to 

break the door. 10 But the men reached out their hands and brought Lot into the house with them, 

and shut the door. 11 They struck the men who were at the doorway of the house with blindness, 

both small and great, so that they wearied themselves trying to find the doorway. 12 Then the two 

men said to Lot, “Whom else have you here? A son-in-law, and your sons, and your daughters, and 

whomever you have in the city, bring them out of the place; 13 for we are about to destroy this 

place, because their outcry has become so great before the Lord that the Lord has sent us to 

destroy it.” 14 Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who were to marry his daughters, and 

said, “Up, get out of this place, for the Lord will destroy the city.” But he appeared to his sons-in-

law to be jesting. 15 When morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Up, take your wife and 
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your two daughters who are here, or you will be swept away in the punishment of the city.” 16 But 

he hesitated. So the men seized his hand and the hand of his wife and the hands of his two 

daughters, for the compassion of the Lord was upon him; and they brought him out, and put him 

outside the city. 17 When they had brought them outside, one said, “Escape for your life! Do not 

look behind you, and do not stay anywhere in the valley; escape to the mountains, or you will be 

swept away.” 18 But Lot said to them, “Oh no, my lords! 19 Now behold, your servant has found 

favor in your sight, and you have magnified your lovingkindness, which you have shown me by 

saving my life; but I cannot escape to the mountains, for the disaster will overtake me and I will 

die; 20 now behold, this town is near enough to flee to, and it is small. Please, let me escape there 

(is it not small?) that my life may be saved.” 21 He said to him, “Behold, I grant you this request 

also, not to overthrow the town of which you have spoken. 22 Hurry, escape there, for I cannot do 

anything until you arrive there.” Therefore the name of the town was called Zoar. 23 The sun had 

risen over the earth when Lot came to Zoar. 24 Then the Lord rained on Sodom and Gomorrah 

brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven, 25 and He overthrew those cities, and all the 

valley, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground. 26 But his wife, from 

behind him, looked back, and she became a pillar of salt. 27 Now Abraham arose early in the 

morning and went to the place where he had stood before the Lord; 28 and he looked down toward 

Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the valley, and he saw, and behold, the smoke of 

the land ascended like the smoke of a furnace. 29 Thus it came about, when God destroyed the 

cities of the valley, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, 

when He overthrew the cities in which Lot lived. 

     Pastors in our day hear a persistent warning from the experts in church growth against being 

negative. Positive preaching, we hear, is what people want, and what we need to deliver. Talk of 

judgment and condemnation of wickedness just does not sell. I understand that.  I think there is 

some good in that idea. But when you come to a chapter of Scripture like this, I’m not sure how to 

be honest without being what is normally called negative. So, would you forbear with the 

negativity for a couple of Sundays?  I’ve divided my comments around the five main characters of 

our story. Next Sunday we will look at Lot and Lot’s wife. Today we will look at the other three 

characters, namely God and the angels and the people of Sodom, beginning with the latter. 

       Point one is the wickedness of Sodom ®. Please notice that the sin of Sodom was sexual. This 

certainly would not have been the only sin prevalent in this place. Ezekiel notes as well that they 
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failed to care for the poor among them, but it was the sexual sin that is highlighted in our story. It is 

the sin that put Sodom on the map, so to speak. And it was the sin that wiped them off the map. The 

New Testament book of Jude referred to it as gross immorality. The wretched story we have read of 

what happened when the angels came into town offers quite a portrait of just how bad things were. 

All the men of the city, verse 4 says, came out after dinner to participate in a gang rape of the two 

visitors in Lot’s house. Now that’s some serious wickedness. 5 they called to Lot and said to him, 

“Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us that we may have relations 

with them.” These immoral Sodomites saw the visiting angels as fresh meat to satisfy their lusts. 

The response of Lot is incredible isn’t it? He had learned to compromise over the years there in 

Sodom and he figured heterosexual rape of a couple of local girls would be tolerable- even if they 

were his virgin daughters. But, for whatever reason, that didn’t satisfy the crowds. They were 

insistent on abusing the male guests in town. What a cesspool of impurity flowed thru this city! 

And yes, it was distinctively homosexual impurity. The Bible does regard homosexual acts as sin. 

This is not just an alternative lifestyle. God calls it an abomination, and under the Mosaic legal 

code the penalty for it, as well as other sexual perversions, was death. This was the sin that made 

Sodom famous.  

    Secondly, we see that the wickedness of Sodom was not only sexual, it was severe. Serious if 

you like. Both start with S and both describe the situation.  Last time in our study we saw their sin 

described as being exceedingly grave. In verse 13 the angels said, 13 we are about to destroy this 

place, because their outcry has become so great before the Lord that the Lord has sent us to 

destroy it. In Genesis chapter 6 we read of God destroying the whole earth because it had become 

so exceedingly sinful. Now, the focus of his righteous wrath is on the twin cities of Sodom and 

Gomorrah. I mean, when the entire male population comes together for a gang rape you have a 

pitiful situation of unbridled evil. These men are so completely given over to their lusts that when 

the angels struck them with blindness they still came after the new boys in town. Remarkable! It 

says they “wearied themselves trying to find the doorway.” Controlled by their passions, enslaved 

to their lusts. Peter wrote about this bunch II Peter 2:7-8  if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by 

the sensual conduct of unprincipled men 8 (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while 

living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day by their lawless deeds) Think 

about that description. Unprincipled. You know what that means? Their lives were not governed by 
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any law. And when you aren’t governed by a law the only thing left to guide you is? Your passions. 

You are either governed by principles or passions. Your conscience or your glands.  

       Thirdly now we see that the wickedness of Sodom was not only sexual and severe but also self-

justifying. ® What I mean to say here is that the men of Sodom excused themselves. They would 

not own up to any blame. They refused to accept guilt, and instead they turned the tables on those 

who dare criticize their conduct. When Lot sweetly and politely asked them not to rape his guests, 

and even offered his girls for their party, look at how they responded. 9 But they said, “Stand 

aside.” Furthermore, they said, “This one came in as an alien, and already he is acting like a 

judge; now we will treat you worse than them.” So they pressed hard against Lot and came near to 

break the door.  Here is what they said, “Judge not, Mr. Lot. Judge not.” If there are two words 

from the Bible that the pagan world seems to know it is these two. “Judge not.” Ever had that one 

thrown at you? It is used by the godless in a cowardly attempt to shut the mouth of God’s people 

and quiet the peeps of whatever conscience they may have left. It flows from the principle that the 

best defense is a good offense.  Attack the accuser and do it loudly, thus drawing attention away 

from your guilt. The great boogey man of the new millennium is not the immoral man, but the one 

who dares to uphold classic morality. Not too long ago homosexual behavior was regarded as both 

a crime and a mental disorder. But, so successful have the sexual revolutionaries been, that now the 

great boogey-man is not homosex but homophobia, by which is meant any principled objection to 

the behaviors. That many have been wrongly mistreated because they were homosexuals I do not 

doubt, but nowadays the more prevalent bias is against those who adhere to a biblical ethic. How 

did this happen? And how so quickly?  

   Part of the answer to that is found in the manipulation of language. What are the favorite terms 

used by the sexually immoral to take attention from their own sin and put it on the exposer? 

Consider these:  Intolerant! Judgmental! Homophobic! In the church we say you are legalistic! A 

moralizer! Companies and colleges and government agencies now engage in what is called 

sensitivity training which teaches that viewing the conduct of others from a moral grid, and 

particularly a biblical grid, is out of line. And especially it teaches the legitimacy and respectability 

of sodomy and sodomites. In a society that puts warnings on cigarette cartons and requires the 

wearing of seatbelts it is totally politically incorrect to point out that homosexuals die on average 

ten years earlier than normal. Or to point out that their suicide rate is 10 times the national average. 

Or to point out that the HIV virus began and still flourishes only in the homosexual world. To 
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mention such scientifically unchallenged facts is regarded as intolerant, unloving, judgmental, and 

homophobic. As it was in Sodom so it is today.  

     I can’t imagine that it was any worse then. How could it be? So far have we progressed down 

the road to lawlessness, so far have we journeyed down the path of hypocritical hyper-tolerance, so 

averse have we become to anyone who dare strengthen our consciences by suggesting that our 

sexual acts or deeds done to protect them, might be wrong, that our congress, with the aid of our 

president and a great number of our judges, have determined that, as a nation, we must protect the 

right of a woman and her Dr. to conspire to kill children not just conceived, but partially already 

delivered from the womb. I hate to have to bring it up, but my friend, something needs to be said. 

We are a sick, sad and sinking society. Emblematic of this recently is that the people who managed 

to expose how Planned Parenthood was selling baby body parts on top of their massive abortion 

business, those exposers, not the baby-killers were indicted by a grand jury in Texas. Meanwhile, 

Planned Parenthood goes on getting subsidized by our taxes. What is behind this vile pro-abortion 

mindset is the commitment to protect our sexual liberties at all cost. How much different are we 

than Sodom?  

    I don’t feel especially courageous in saying those things, because I said them in here. Worst that 

is likely to happen to me is that someone leaves the church and calls me names, but out there, in 

your school or your workplace or your family the consequences could be more severe. The problem 

in the church is not so-much homophobia; although I am sure some of us need to check our 

attitudes to make sure self-righteousness is out and love is in. But our bigger problem may be 

critiphobia, accuphobia, nomophobia. We are frightened by the negative labels some might apply to 

us. I thank God so many of you here aren’t like that. I’m grateful that you will put up with a 

preacher like me. And you will take a stand where Christ stands, not bowing the knee to the 

permissive spirit of this age, not letting your voice be silenced by the slanders of perverse and 

godless people. I rejoice in you dear friends, even as I look around in dismay at the state of the 

church as a whole; a church which has been intimidated by the accusations and labels heaped up 

against us.  

   Well, that is kind of intense for a first point of a sermon. I hope you are still with me. So, we have 

looked at Sodom. Now look at God. Consider who God is. What do you think? When you look at 

what Sodom is like and you look at what God is like, the remarkable thing is not that destruction is 

coming, it is that it hasn’t happened yet. I remember walking on the beach at Daytona one gorgeous 
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evening, worshipping at full volume as I gazed into the night sky. I sang and sang the praises of my 

Lord as I walked. And then I looked down the beach and saw the lights of the boardwalk area there 

in Daytona. I pondered what was going on in that place, the drugs, the drinking, the immorality, the 

blasphemies and I couldn’t get over how in the same universe there existed such a holy God and 

such rampant sin. It seemed obvious to me then, as it seems obvious to me now that judgment must 

come. It must come! This is our first point under God. Because he is holy, judgment is sure. It will 

come. ® Billy Graham or his wife, or his daughter, I’m not sure which, is known to have said, “if 

God doesn’t judge America He will need to apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah.” You get the point. 

Here is a less likely source for such a quote. President Thomas Jefferson said, “Indeed I tremble for 

my country when I reflect that God is just and that his justice cannot sleep forever.” The 

implication of that is that God’s justice is sleeping. It is doing no such thing. But what it is doing is 

waiting. The Bible talks about that.  Our story of Sodom includes that element of God’s waiting. 

The devastation didn’t start until Lot was out of harm’s way.  Speaking of Lot’s journey to Zoar the 

angel sent for judgment says 22ab  Hurry, escape there, for I cannot do anything until you arrive 

there. And in the same way, God Almighty, is waiting for the chosen objects of his saving mercy to 

be safely in the fold before he brings destruction on this planet. Two passages teach this very thing. 

II Peter 3:7-9  But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for 

the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 8 But do not let this one fact escape your 

notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one 

day. 9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, 

not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. We are told here that God is 

patiently waiting to pour out his wrath until all of his sheep are in the fold. Romans 9:22-23 What if 

God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much 

patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? 23 And He did so to make known the riches of 

His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory. Again the idea is that 

judgment is delayed until those appointed unto life have been claimed. When that is none of us 

know, and therefore we live in the expectation of immanent judgment on the world. Judgment may 

be delayed but it is sure.  

       Secondly, too we see that because God is holy judgment will be severe.  When Lot was secure 

and the judgment came upon Sodom it was overwhelming 24 Then the Lord rained on Sodom and 

Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven. Brimstone is burning sulfur. It rained 
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fire on the city of perversion. Can you imagine what it must have been like? 27-28 Now Abraham 

arose early in the morning and went to the place where he had stood before the Lord; 28 and he 

looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the valley, and he saw, and 

behold, the smoke of the land ascended like the smoke of a furnace. Our son went to college on a 

mountain and one day he called us excitedly about how the whole campus was enveloped in a 

cloud. He said it was really cool. But this isn’t cool. This is hot. From where Abraham stood it 

looked like hell. This is and is intended to be a picture of hell. Jude 7 Sodom and Gomorrah and the 

surrounding cities, which likewise indulged in sexual immorality and pursued unnatural desire, 

serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of eternal fire. It was the same stuff of which hell 

consists.  Revelation 20:10 The devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and 

brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night 

forever and ever. Fire and brimstone. It came like rain in Sodom. In hell it will be a lake, 

tormenting the wicked forever. And the Scriptures want you to fear such an end. II Peter 2:6 (ESV)  

by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction, making 

them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly.  And you know what is really 

amazing? Jesus, the loving Lord Jesus, said that for many the condemnation and wrath of God will 

be even greater than it was for Sodom and Gomorrah. Speaking of the cities of his day that would 

reject his disciples the Lord said Matthew 10:15 Truly I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the 

land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city. The principle behind that 

warning is that greater judgment comes to those who neglect greater light and privilege.  Leonard 

Ravenhill wrote a book entitled, “Sodom Had No Bible.” ® What he means is that Sodom was 

devoid of any written witness. They had no Christian radio, no churches, no gospel tracts, no ten 

commandments on public buildings. But you have several Bibles at home. If the judgment on 

Sodom was as severe as we read what will God do to those who have received such light and 

privilege and still gone the way of sin and rebellion? He’s talking about some of you here who have 

never opened your heart to Christ. The great Jonathan Edwards writes this about you, “The 

destruction of which you are in danger is not only greater than the temporal destruction of Sodom, 

but greater that the eternal destruction of the inhabitants of Sodom. For however well you may 

think you have behaved yourselves, you who have continued impenitent under the glorious gospel, 

have sinned more and provoked God far more and have greater guilt upon you than the men of 

Sodom.”  The point is that God’s judgments, when they come, will be severe. Don’t kid yourself. 
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And don’t be like the sons-in-law of Lot. Did you read what they did? They laughed at the threat of 

judgment. They considered it a joke.  It is no joke.  Heed the angels and get yourself and your 

family out of the city of destruction.  

    I can offer you that hope because of the second attribute of God at work in our story. That is 

God’s grace. God, thru his angels, reaches down in grace to Lot.  And I want you to see why God 

spared Lot. 29 Thus it came about, when God destroyed the cities of the valley, that God 

remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when He overthrew the cities 

in which Lot lived. Why did Lot get saved? Because God had regard for Abraham. There is a 

principle here that runs throughout the Bible. The principle of imputation and connection.  God 

spared some folks from the flood because they were connected to Noah. God spared the whole 

Hebrew nation because they were connected to Moses. David spared the life of Mephibosheth 

because he was connected to Jonathan.  And finally, God spares the life of Charlie Christian 

because he is connected to Jesus. Oh, how sweet it is to have connections. The Bible says of 

believers that Christ is the vine and we are the branches. We are vitally connected to Him. We are 

in Him. And God will always remember His Son. He will always favor His Son no matter how 

many dirty friends he brings home with him. Get connected. Stay connected with Jesus, and you 

will be under the grace, not the wrath of God.  

    Thirdly, and finally we come to look at the role of the angels in our story. We can’t relate to 

God’s role in the story. He is the Judge. We hopefully can’t relate to the Sodomites in the story. But 

perhaps we can find ourselves in the role of the angels - those sent as agents of rescue and mercy to 

Lot and his family. The activity of the angels in our story was marked by three things. The first was 

bad news. In verse 13 they announced to Lot that they had come to destroy the city. That was bad 

news.  Interestingly the word “angel” means messenger. It is the root from which we get the term 

“evangel” or “evangelist.”  The prefix “ev” or “eu” means good. An evangel is a good message. 

Evangelism is the declaring of good news. The opposite of that could be called malangelism. And 

these angels were engaged in it. They were malangelists for God and for Lot. Messengers for God 

often must preach bad news. And even in these new covenant days we must be malangelists before 

we are evangelists because the bad news is necessary to grasp the good news. Spurgeon said, “If 

you really long to save men’s souls you must tell them a great deal of disagreeable truth. The 

preaching of the wrath of God has come to be sneered at nowadays, and even good people are half 

ashamed of it; a maudlin, sentimentality about love and goodness has hushed, in a great measure, 
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plain gospel expostulations and warnings. But, my brethren, if we expect souls to be saved, we must 

declare unflinchingly, with all affectionate fidelity, the terrors of the Lord.” Just to tell Lot that he 

had to leave would not have been enough. He needed to understand what was coming. You can’t 

get people to put on parachutes until you can convince them of the need. And you can’t get people 

to abandon all to gain Christ until they recognize something of their fate apart from him. We must 

therefore declare to men the unpleasant truth about their condition, and not worry about what they 

think, not worry about the consequences. It’s like the boss told his employee: “I want you to tell me 

the truth, even if it costs you your job.” Sometimes it may cost us, but God has sent us, like the 

angels, to warn a perishing world. Nobody likes it when the alarm clock goes off in the morning. 

But there is something worse. That is when the alarm clock doesn’t sound and you sleep right thru 

the day of opportunity only to wake up in the midst of judgment.  Love makes us malangelists as it 

did with the angels in Sodom. 

    The second thing that marked the angelic activity in Sodom was compulsion. ® That is the 

angels came to compel Lot’s family. 15-16a When morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, 

“Up, take your wife and your two daughters who are here, or you will be swept away in the 

punishment of the city.” 16 But he hesitated. We will talk more on that next week. 16 But he 

hesitated. So the men seized his hand and the hand of his wife and the hands of his two daughters, 

for the compassion of the Lord was upon him; and they brought him out, and put him outside the 

city. Lot wasn’t touched by an angel, he was dragged by one. Compassion does not always leave 

the choice up to you.  There are times when compassion requires force. You don’t let your babies 

decide if they want to play in the street. You move them. So it happened here. In a parable of the 

gospel Jesus tells of the Master who sent his servants out recruiting with these instructions Luke 

14:23 (NIV) Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel 

them to come in, so that my house will be full.  How I wish I could take your hand and pull you out 

of the way to hell and bring you to Jesus! But alas, what I can do is plead and implore and urge you 

to repent and believe. This is what we must do with fervency in our appeals and our prayers.  

   There was a third thing that marked the angelic activity in Sodom and that was urgency. ® These 

angels were in a hurry. They knew that time was of the essence. 17 When they had brought them 

outside, one said, “Escape for your life! Do not look behind you, and do not stay anywhere in the 

valley; escape to the mountains, or you will be swept away.” A little child miscounted the chimes 

from a clock and thought it rang thirteen times. He was alarmed and ran thru the house yelling, “It’s 
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later than it’s ever been before.” That really is true. I don’t know when judgment day for you will 

come, but I know it is closer than it has ever been. And time isn’t slowing down. You could 

imagine a  warning on your calendar that says, “Caution: Dates in calendar are closer than they 

appear.” Time is short. And there is no good reason to delay your decision. Now is the hour of 

salvation. Run to Jesus and flee the wrath to come. Let’s pray. 


