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ABRAHAM #6 GENESIS 14  11-15-15 

Braveheart 
(Genesis 14) Once again we join in the continuing adventures of Abram, the man of faith, 

as he dwells in the land of promise, an alien, and a stranger with idol-worshippers on his left 

and idol-worshippers on his right. We will read this morning a passage that will challenge us all 

to follow what it is saying and will challenge me to offer acceptable pronunciation. If you like 

reading Tolkien, you may enjoy this.  1-9 And it came about in the days of Amraphel king of 

Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of Goiim, 2 that 

they made war with Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of 

Admah, and Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). 3 All these came as 

allies to the valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt Sea). 4 Twelve years they had served 

Chedorlaomer, but the thirteenth year they rebelled. 5 In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and 

the kings that were with him, came and defeated the Rephaim in Ashteroth-karnaim and the 

Zuzim in Ham and the Emim in Shaveh-kiriathaim, 6 and the Horites in their Mount Seir, as far 

as El-paran, which is by the wilderness. 7 Then they turned back and came to En-mishpat (that 

is, Kadesh), and conquered all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites, who lived 

in Hazazon-tamar. 8 And the king of Sodom and the king of Gomorrah and the king of Admah 

and the king of Zeboiim and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) came out; and they arrayed for 

battle against them in the valley of Siddim, 9 against Chedorlaomer king of Elam and Tidal 

king of Goiim and Amraphel king of Shinar and Arioch king of Ellasar—four kings against five. 

What you have just read from Genesis is the oldest written record ever made of a military 

engagement in human history. It features a five-king alliance going up against a four-king 

alliance. We aren’t told how many pawns and knights and bishops there were on each side, but 

you would think the five king alliance had the upper hand in the war. But... they lost. The four 

kings under Chedorlaomer won the conflict in the valley of Siddim. 10-12 Now the valley of 

Siddim was full of tar pits; and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and they fell into them. 

But those who survived fled to the hill country. 11 Then they took all the goods of Sodom and 

Gomorrah and all their food supply, and departed. 12 They also took Lot, Abram’s nephew, 

and his possessions and departed, for he was living in Sodom.  The nephew of Abraham, Lot, is 

living there in Sodom, that city that became notorious.  Lot was not a bad guy. II Peter chapter 

2 tells us that Lot was at some point a righteous man, that he was grieved by the incredible 
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immorality he saw in Sodom. But he chose to live there and he paid dearly for that choice. 

Now, it’s interesting that Lot is not out doing battle with the other men of Sodom. Lot is at 

home when the looting of his city occurs and he is taken, presumably to be a slave. And it was 

this decision, to take Lot into slavery, that lives in infamy in Elam. Had they taken everything 

else and left Lot alone they would have returned home as grand victors. But in the taking of Lot 

they went too far. They were messing with one of God’s men, and the nephew of Abram. Little 

did they know the trouble they were buying for themselves in the kidnapping of Lot. 

See if this date means anything to you? December 8, 1941. Does that ring a bell? It was one 

of the greatest days in American history. And no, I didn’t get it wrong. I’m not talking about the 

December 7 attack on Pearl Harbor. I’m talking December 8. But let’s go back to December 7, 

1941. On that day, if you had taken a poll of the American people you would have found that 

over 70% favored staying out of World War II. This was in spite of the pleas of European 

leaders like Winston Churchill. Americans could listen to Churchill’s famous speech in which 

he said, “People of England, France has fallen. The battle of France is over and today begins 

the battle of Britain. We will fight them on the beaches, we will fight them in the cities, we will 

fight them in the forests.” Some would listen to those speeches and say, “let’s get over there.” 

But most Americans advocated staying out.  But something happened on December 8, 1941, the 

day after Japan bombed Pearl Harbor. That day was a day that will live on in heroism. More 

people descended on the recruiting offices of the US military on December 8, 1941 than any 

day in history and the tide of public opinion changed because now the enemies of freedom had 

gone too far, and their attacks had come too close. We were inexorably drawn into the conflict. 

So, it was 4000 years ago. The speeches of five kings couldn’t get Abraham involved in the 

big war, but the taking of Lot was more than he could sit by and watch. 13-16 Then a fugitive 

came and told Abram the Hebrew. Now he was living by the oaks of Mamre the Amorite, 

brother of Eshcol and brother of Aner, and these were allies with Abram. 14 When Abram 

heard that his relative had been taken captive, he led out his trained men, born in his house, 

three hundred and eighteen, and went in pursuit as far as Dan. 15 He divided his forces against 

them by night, he and his servants, and defeated them, and pursued them as far as Hobah, 

which is north of Damascus. 16 He brought back all the goods, and also brought back his 

relative Lot with his possessions, and also the women, and the people.  Ah yes, the 

inconsistencies of men! It was just two chapters ago wasn’t it, when Abraham lies about being 
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married to Sarah, out of fear that he would lose his head and now here he goes, chasing after the 

four kings to retrieve a nephew. It reminds you of Elijah, standing up so boldly before the 

prophets of Baal and then running away from Queen Jezebel. Even the Lord’s finest have their 

bad days. But not this day. This was a day of remarkable heroism. This is the day of Abram the 

bravehearted, the dragonslayer. Let’s look at why Abram fought and then at how he fought.    

As you read this story are you impressed by Abram. It seems obvious that he is a hero. But, 

there are some who might say this story too recounts a failure of faith for Abram because he 

did, after all, use violent means to obtain his goal. The man of faith went to war. Is that okay? 

Many Christians over the years have said, “no.” The teaching of Jesus about turning the other 

cheek is taken by some to forbid any violence at all, even in defense of another. Is that indeed 

the teaching of Scripture? This spring I saw a guy whose ministry of preaching the gospel was 

built around his martial arts demonstrations. Is that Okay? Is there really such a thing as karate 

for Christ? Abram went to battle and the guys he took with him had been trained by him to 

fight. Verse 14 says that he took trained men. Father Abram was ready to get down and dirty if 

he had to. Is that okay? There is a sizeable part of the body of Christ throughout the centuries 

that would say it is very much not okay. These are known as pacifists. Pacifism says that there 

is never a just reason to take up arms, never a just reason to defend oneself or family or country. 

What think ye of the viewpoint of the pacifists? Sunday before last I was preaching near 

Lancaster, among the Amish and the Mennonites who traditionally are pacifist Christians. They 

have their reasons, even their Scriptures for this position, but their arguments run head on into a 

great deal of Scripture, like this one. Clearly, the blessing of God is on what Abram did. In 

verse 20 we will read that God gave Abram the victory. And I can’t believe that violent means 

are okay in the Old Testament but not in the New Testament. Right doesn’t change. God 

doesn’t change either. The vast majority of Christian thinkers over the centuries have concluded 

from studying Scripture that there are occasions that call for turning the other cheek and there 

are occasions that call for fighting – especially when the fighting is for the sake of vistims who 

are weak. The judgment calls in this area of ethics can be very difficult, but a consistent 

commitment to never use violence simply does not square with the Bible.  

 Had Abram been a pacifist he would never have fought. Had he been a fatalist he would 

never have fought either. Fatalism says, “Que Sera, sera. Whatever will be will be.” Fatalism is 

the view that this is an unjust world and nothing can be done about it. Just accept it. Abram 
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could have taken some logic-free comfort in the sovereignty of God and figured that if God had 

allowed the kings of the East to conquer who was he to interfere? This is the spurious logic of 

those who prefer the role of victim to that of responsible moral agent. Thankfully, Abram 

would have none of it. He saw there was something he could do and the dragonslayer went out 

after the fire-breather to rescue his friend.  

What motivated him? Why did he go and fight? The answer is love and loyalty. Love and 

loyalty.  Abram didn’t head off to win fame and fortune for himself. He personally had nothing 

to gain from his great risk. What he did was totally selfless. That’s why I call it love. Frank 

Peretti was a well-known Christian novelist about twenty years back who wrote stories that 

included angels. Maybe that’s because Peretti was once rescued by an angel of sorts. He tells of 

growing up a very small, puny kid who was always being picked on, even beaten by the bullies 

in his school. But one day, as a bully was making his move, a big strong football player stepped 

in the way and said,  “you touch him only when your done with me.” After he told the story 

Peretti said, “If God has made you strong, it’s not to intimidate and squash the weak, but to 

protect them.” That’s what Abram did, and in so doing he became like Jesus. Do you see the 

parallels? We were taken captive by the enemies of our souls, but Jesus, at great personal cost, 

came after us and rescued us and defeated our foes. Christ did it for love and loyalty. Abram 

did it for love and for loyalty. You see,  we aren’t called to be loyal to everyone. Loyalty is 

specifically  for those with whom we are yoked, either by family ties, or church ties, or by 

common experience. Earl Willer tells the story of two men,  Jim and Philip, who grew up best 

friends and even went to college together. After college they joined the Marines and by a 

strange providence ended up going to Germany together where they fought side by side. One 

sweltering day during a fierce battle, amid heavy gunfire they were given the command to 

retreat. As the men were running back Jim noticed  that Philip hadn’t returned. Panic gripped 

his heart. Jim knew that if his friend wasn’t back in a minute  then he wouldn’t make it. Jim 

begged his commanding officer to let him go after his friend, but the officer refused, saying it 

would be suicide. But Jim disobeyed and went after Philip, his heart pounding, he ran into the 

gunfire calling out for his friend. A short time later his platoon saw him hobbling across the 

field carrying a limp body in his arms. Jim’s commander shouted that it was foolish waste and a 

stupid risk that he took. “Your friend, is dead,” he said, “there was nothing you could do.” Jim 
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replied, “I got there just in time. Before he  died his last words were, “I knew you would come.” 

® That’s friendship. That’s loyalty. And that’s probably what Lot said to Abram.  

Well, that’s why he fought. Look now at how he fought. He fought the enemy with faith 

and with skill. The faith part of that seems obvious. Abraham had to be trusting in something 

other than his 318 men to make his venture successful. In addition, there are indicators after the 

fighting that point us to the Lord. Let’s go ahead and read those 17-24 Then after his return 

from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went out 

to meet him at the valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley). 18 And Melchizedek king of 

Salem brought out bread and wine; now he was a priest of God Most High. 19 He blessed him 

and said, “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; 20  And 

blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand.” He gave him a 

tenth of all. 21 The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give the people to me and take the goods for 

yourself.” 22 Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have sworn to the Lord God Most High, 

possessor of heaven and earth, 23 that I will not take a thread or a sandal thong or anything 

that is yours, for fear you would say, ‘I have made Abram rich.’ 24 I will take nothing except 

what the young men have eaten, and the share of the men who went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and 

Mamre; let them take their share.” Alright. In this section we find Abram giving a tenth of the 

spoils of war to the priest Melchizedek. This tithe is to recognize that what Abram had gained is 

the provision of the Lord.  Abram is thus acknowledging God’s supply, even as Melchizedek 

says that it was the Lord who gave Abram the victory. Then too there is a hint in verses 22-23 

Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have sworn to the Lord God Most High, possessor of 

heaven and earth, 23 that I will not take a thread or a sandal thong or anything that is yours, 

for fear you would say, ‘I have made Abram rich.’  Abram speaks here of a vow that he took, 

and when would he have taken a vow relative to the booty? It seems logical to think that Abram 

made a vow while in prayer before the conflict. He told God that if he was victorious he would 

not keep any of the spoil. That speaks to the man’s motives and it suggests that he consciously 

looked to God for his victory. He fought this battle with faith.  

Secondly though, he fought it with skill. We aren’t given a thorough military analysis of 

how Abram won this conflict but we are told in verse 14 that the men who took with him were 

trained men. This was not just a ragtag group of guys who got together to whip the five kings. 

These men had been prepared in some way. Preparation and faith are not incompatible.  Then, 
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we read that Abraham divided his forces and attacked at night. If you are going to chase off an 

army using only 300 guys you had better have good strategy and they did. The division of the 

troops and the night assault were designed to mislead the enemy regarding the size of the attack 

force. They had no idea anyone was coming after them at all; so the middle of the night raid 

caught them totally off- guard and scared them into a panic. The thing I would have you see is 

this: the fact that Abram trusted God for the victory did not conflict with his use of trained 

soldiers and his use of clever strategy. The Biblical model is to do everything you can, trust 

God and pray like crazy. People often get confused about this and want to think that if you take 

any steps to accomplish something yourself than you must not be trusting God. Not so. You can 

trust God and still have the surgery. You can trust God and still get insurance. You can trust 

God and still plan out your Sunday School lesson. God blesses the proper use of means. 

Theoretically, Abram could have walked up to the king of Elam in broad daylight, like Moses 

with Pharaoh, and said, “Let my nephew go.” If God had told him to do it that way it would 

have worked. But apparently God left the battle plan up to Abram and Abram used an effective 

strategy. Charles Spurgeon said that we fight with the shield of faith but also with common 

discretion as our armor bearer. Abram fought with faith and skill. I suggest we do the same in 

the battles to which our Lord sends us and in the mission He has given us.  

As we continue in our study we are going to look at the intriguing description of Abraham’s 

meeting with Melchizedek after the battle. But there is another meeting recorded here that I 

want us to cover today. That is the meeting between Bera, king of Sodom and the victorious 

Abram. 21 The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give the people to me and take the goods for 

yourself.”  The general understanding of war in those days was that to the victor goes the 

spoils. What you took in battle was considered to be yours. In Abram’s case that would include 

all the inhabitants of Sodom and their possessions; but here we find the king of Sodom (and by 

the way, these were all very small kingdoms, the kings were like totalitarian mayors). Here the 

king of Sodom bargains with Abram. “you keep the stuff but please return my people.” I don’t 

know what kind of reaction he expected from Abram but what he got likely surprised him. 

Abram told the wicked king that he could have his people and his stuff. Abram didn’t want it. 

He had already given a tenth of it to Melchizedek as a tithe to God. The only thing else he 

requested was the portion of the spoil that would reward his allies, Aner, Eshcol and Mamre. 

Everything else went back to Sodom. Look at the passage and see if you can tell what 
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motivated Abram to take this position. He says that he did it to prevent the king of Sodom from 

saying that he had made Abram rich. As I read it, Abram is concerned for the glory of God. He 

wants to insure that God alone receives credit for his victory and his prosperity. To Abram there 

was something about keeping the spoils of war that would detract from God’s honor and so he 

determined to have none of them. James Boice points to a similar story in Ezra. Ezra was about 

to lead a great herd of people from Babylon back to Jerusalem. They had dangerous roads to 

cover and the sponsoring king for the expedition, King Artaxerxes, might have been expected 

to provide soldiers to protect the people along the way. But Ezra had spoken to the king about 

the power of God and was now ashamed to ask the king for protection. Ezra 8:21-23  Then I 

proclaimed a fast there at the river of Ahava, that we might humble ourselves before our God to 

seek from Him a safe journey for us, our little ones, and all our possessions. 22 For I was 

ashamed to request from the king troops and horsemen to protect us from the enemy on the 

way, because we had said to the king, “The hand of our God is favorably disposed to all those 

who seek Him, but His power and His anger are against all those who forsake Him.” 23 So we 

fasted and sought our God concerning this matter, and He listened to our entreaty.  You get the 

idea there? Ezra wanted God, not the king, to be praised for their safe journey. He wanted 

others to know of the power of God and his care for his own. So too it is with Abram. What 

Father Abe does give us is no law to be kept. But the attitude he exhibits is one to be emulated. 

No self-interest at all here. His eye was on the glory of God. So he put aside his own rights for 

God’s sake. Have you ever done that? Decided not to pursue your own rights for the Lord’s 

sake. I remember a conversation with a brother who told me his little dog had been  attacked 

and almost killed by two Rotweilers belonging to their neighbor. When I asked my friend if he 

was considering legal action he said, “No, the owner of the dogs isn’t a Christian and we would 

much rather witness to him than sue him.” Again, this is not the rule for every situation, but the 

attitude is what we need to be after. There are lots of things that are legally right, morally okay, 

but are not best for the children of God.  Lots of decisions fall in this category. I remember a 

pastor friend of mine was offered a gold Rolex watch worth several thousand dollars by a 

member of his church. My friend declined out of a concern for how it would look and for 

concern about how it might affect his relationship to this couple if he took the gift and wore the 

watch. There is a place to care about how things look before others. That’s not our driving 

value, but it is a concern, especially when it impacts our testimony for Christ. So, Abram told 
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the king of Sodom 22 I have sworn to the Lord God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth. 

He does a little preaching here doesn’t he about God’s rightful ownership of all things. 23a that 

I will not take a thread or a sandal thong or anything that is yours, for fear you would say, ‘I 

have made Abram rich.” I mentioned earlier that I believe Abram took this vow prior to the 

battle. He saw ahead and realized that this skirmish could bring him lots of loot, and before the 

treasures were in his hand he had decided what to do. You ever see a game show on TV where 

they ask the contestants what they will do with the big money if they win? Most have thought a 

bit about it ahead of time. Let me tell you - things change when the money is really yours. The 

pastor was talking to one of the farmers in his church and he asked him, “Joe, what would you 

do if you had two cows?” Joe said, “Preacher, I expect I’d give one of em to the Lord.” Really, 

said the preacher, What would you do if you had two goats? “Well, preacher, I expect I’d give 

one of them goats to the Lord.” The preacher said, “That’s great, Joe. What would you do if 

you had two hogs?” At this Joe sighed and said, “Aw, c’mon, preacher, you know I have two 

hogs.” The point of that story is that we are always very generous with what we don’t have. In 

the premarital counseling I do I use a form that asks the couple how much of their income 

should be given to the Lord.  I’ve never, ever had any couple say less than 10%. Never. But 

usually these couples have very little to give at the time they say that. I wonder what they are 

doing five years later. Things change when that $80,000 a year income starts rolling in. Studies 

have been done that show the percentage of charitable giving actually goes down as one’s 

income goes up. Once the wealth is in your possession it is harder to do the right thing. That is 

why a vow like Abe took is a great idea. You always need to be thoughtful and confident when 

you take an oath. But  oath-taking like this involves deciding beforehand, before the moment of 

crisis or temptation, what your response is going to be and committing yourself to it. That’s 

great thinking by Abram. Most of us just respond; we don’t plan ahead, we don’t look ahead to 

see the dangers coming in order to get ready for them. Learn from Abram. As you look into 

your future, at those opportunities that will likely or just may come your way, financial 

opportunities, ministry opportunities, pleasure opportunities, figure out ahead of time how to 

respond. Decisions are usually better made now. Decide now how you will react if someone 

tries to lure you away from sexual purity.  Decide now how you will react if you are given a 

chance for improper gain. Decide now how you will react if someone offers you some illegal 

drugs. Decide now how you will react when you are insulted. Decide now how you will react 
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when an opportunity to stand for Christ or the teaching of Christ arises in your family over 

Thanksgiving. Sometimes a vow concerning such a thing may be in order. Often a pre-decision 

is in order. Always the determination to seek God’s glory is the way to go. Proverbs 16:32 is 

one of my favorite verses 32 He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, And he who 

rules his spirit, than he who captures a city.  Abram did both of those things. Way to go Father 

Abraham for your triumph in battle, for your triumph in spirit. We, your sons and daughters, 

intend to walk in your steps, as servants of the Most High God. Let’s pause now to speak to the 

Most High God in response to his word. 


