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ABRAHAM pt.5  11-8-15                                                                                                    

CHOICE LAND 

(Genesis 13) We are going straight thru the book of Genesis, from chapter 12 through- 

chapter 24 where we find the story of the Hebrew patriarch and the father of all believers—

Abraham. Today we come to chapter 13:1-13 So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, he 

and his wife and all that belonged to him, and Lot with him. 2 Now Abram was very rich in 

livestock, in silver and in gold. 3 He went on his journeys from the Negev as far as Bethel, to 

the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, 4 to the place of the 

altar which he had made there formerly; and there Abram called on the name of the Lord. 5 

Now Lot, who went with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents. 6 And the land could not 

sustain them while dwelling together, for their possessions were so great that they were not 

able to remain together. 7 And there was strife between the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and 

the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. Now the Canaanite and the Perizzite were dwelling then in the 

land. 8 So Abram said to Lot, “Please let there be no strife between you and me, nor between 

my herdsmen and your herdsmen, for we are brothers. 9 Is not the whole land before you? 

Please separate from me; if to the left, then I will go to the right; or if to the right, then I will go 

to the left.” 10 Lot lifted up his eyes and saw all the valley of the Jordan, that it was well 

watered everywhere—this was before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah—like the 

garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt as you go to Zoar. 11 So Lot chose for himself all the 

valley of the Jordan, and Lot journeyed eastward. Thus they separated from each other. 12 

Abram settled in the land of Canaan, while Lot settled in the cities of the valley, and moved his 

tents as far as Sodom. 13 Now the men of Sodom were wicked exceedingly and sinners against 

the Lord.  

Later we will finish the chapter, but let’s stop for a time right here for observation #1 which 

is the  trial of wealth ®. And I say this with a straight face even though few of us have any 

understanding of how wealth can be a trial. Claire Booth Luce said: Money can’t buy happiness 

but it can make you awfully comfortable while you’re being miserable. David Lee Roth said: 

Money can’t buy happiness but it can buy a yacht that sails right up next to it.  Those 

sentiments we understand. But the trial of wealth? Hmm. Most of us are praying for such a trial. 

Well, this chapter of Genesis records a painful conflict that occurred and the context of the 

dispute was the riches possessed by both Lot and Abraham. They were both doing well in the 
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stock market – live-stock that is. Verse 2 tells us that Abraham was a rich guy, lots of livestock, 

gold and silver. Verse 5 tells us that Lot also had a lot of livestock.  Both of them had numerous 

servants. They ran what was essentially a travelling cattle ranch there in Israel and it was a big, 

prosperous operation like the Ponderosa. You kids ask your parents what that is.  Father 

Abraham was a rich man. Is that okay? I wonder today if anyone here is offended by the fact 

that Abraham the believer was a rich man. I went to college and seminary with some who were 

bothered by the concept and existence of the wealthy Christian. I struggled with it a bit myself, 

because it seems so     un-Jesus. Our Lord was one who had no place to rest his head. Jesus 

didn’t have a lot of gold and silver and livestock. His disciples didn’t either. Peter said, silver 

and gold have I none. Now, there are those who interpret things differently. One of TV’s most 

popular prosperity teachers actually said this. “I’m trying to get you out of this malaise of 

thinking that Jesus and his disciples were poor. The Bible says He left us an example to follow 

in his steps. That’s why I drive a Rolls Royce; I’m following Jesus’s steps.” Hmm! Do you have 

a hard time seeing that? Jesus in a Rolls. That’s a stretch, but that doesn’t mean that riches are 

bad, or evil or sub-Christian. The Bible never comes out against income inequality. In the 

Scriptures, the great men of God were sometimes poor and sometimes rich and some, like a lot 

of us, were both of those at different points in their lives. Paul said I have learned how to have 

a lot and I have learned how to have a little. It is perfectly fine to own a lot of things, as long as 

your things don’t own you. Stewardship, not poverty, is what God calls us to. But let’s face it -- 

riches do bring a certain danger with them. The Bible definitely points that out. But they are 

dangers to be handled by God’s grace, and judging from our story, they are dangers Abraham 

was able to avoid. One of those dangers is described for us in our story. It is the danger of 

conflict over possessions.  When my mother passed away recently she left an inheritance of 

about $5,000 and my siblings and I had no conflict over dividing up the estate. Had it been 5 

millions dollars, who knows? The Bible says that the love of money is the root of all sorts of 

evil. That’s true and sometimes it isn’t even the pursuit of treasure but just the maintenance of it 

that gives us headaches. Stephen Wright says you can’t have everything - where would you put 

it? Good point. And that’s the problem Lot and Abraham had. They had so much stuff they 

were stumbling over each other. 6-7a the land could not sustain them while dwelling together, 

for their possessions were so great that they were not able to remain together. 7 And there was 

strife between the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. I’ve 
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noticed this unhappy pattern among us wealthy Americans, that our abundance leads to quarrels 

over what belongs to who. If you have had multiple children like we have I’m sure you’ve seen 

the same thing in your family. You buy the kids some nice toys, a computer or trampoline and 

they end up fighting over it. Mom, get her off the computer. Hey, that’s my doll, my gun, my 

tablet. It makes you want to just get rid of it all. I remember one time hearing two of our 

children squabbling over something or other. “That’s mine. No, it’s not, it’s mine. Is not. Is so!”  

So I go out to the living room to see what the dispute is about and I discover (no kidding) its 

over a WWJD bracelet. Isn’t that great? That’s the bracelet, popular twenty years ago, that 

reminds us to ask, “What would Jesus do?” And here they were fighting over the thing, 

something I doubt Jesus would do. Well, that is a danger of possessions.  Proverbs 15:17 Better 

a small serving of vegetables with love than a fattened calf with hatred. Isn’t that true? Better 

poor and at peace than rich and in turmoil. J. Paul Getty said, “I find all this money a 

considerable burden.” Most of us would love to bear this, but the fact remains that wealth is in 

its own way, a trial. Thankfully, Abraham handles the trial of wealth better than he did the trial 

of poverty and famine that we read about in the last chapter. The point for us is to be alert to the 

dangers our wealth might bring and seek the Lord’s help when we have money just like we do 

when we do not.    

So we can look now at how Abraham became proactive for peace.  That’s point two on your 

outline. Proactive for peace. As servants of the God of peace we are exhorted to do everything 

we can to maintain pleasantness in our dealings with others. Romans 12:18 If possible, so far as 

it depends on you, be at peace with all men. And that is precisely what Abraham determines to 

do. Lot was, by the way, the nephew of Abraham. He was in the inferior position in the 

relationship and the text implies that he was not as rich as Abraham. But it is Abraham that 

initiates the plan for peace. He didn’t look for a way to crush his relative, but instead he 

searched out and came up with a win/win approach to the problem. Win/win. Too often we 

think only in terms of win/lose.  But frequently, if we think long enough we can devise a plan 

that will involve a victory for both parties, or at least a reasonable compromise. That is what 

Father Abe does here. He goes to Lot and says, “Lot ole boy, this land is too small for both of 

us.” He proposes that they put some distance between themselves for the sake of family peace 

and then he graciously gives Lot his choice of land. 9 Is not the whole land before you? Please 

separate from me; if to the left, then I will go to the right; or if to the right, then I will go to the 
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left.” In doing this Abraham demonstrates a maturity of faith. When kids are little they are 

always squabbling over who gets first place, who gets to sit where, who gets the most pizza. 

Adults don’t do that, at least not openly. When our kids were little and did that kind of thing I 

would often call for a maturity contest, to see who would act in a courteous, adult fashion. It 

sometimes actually worked. In the contest between Abraham and Lot, Abraham won.  It takes 

some maturity to do the kind of thing Abraham did, the kind of thing that is necessary to 

maintain peace between sinners living in close proximity. He didn’t just sit back and hope for a 

resolution of the conflict, he was proactive for peace.  

Is there a relationship in your life that is currently in conflict? At home? At work? In your 

church? What are you doing about it? Our Lord says that peacemakers are blessed. His word 

calls us to be diligent in pursuing peace among our spiritual siblings. Relational conflict is an 

opportunity to humble ourselves, to grow, and to be like our Lord who died to achieve 

reconciliation with us. May I urge you today: don’t just wait around for the other party to take 

the needed steps. You do it humbly, you do it prayerfully, you do it thoughtfully but go ahead 

and be proactive for peace.  

The third thing to notice from our text today is the impact of choice ®. Who you are today 

is in large measure the result of choices that you have made over the last many years. Sure, we 

all started with some differences in raw material to work with. Some of us had more 

opportunities than others, more abilities. Some of us have had more breaks along the way, no 

question about it. But still, dependent on your age, what you have now is pretty much what you 

have chosen for yourself. There will come a day when Brother Lot loses his wife, loses his 

home, loses everything but a few kids. There was tragedy in his future, put in motion by the 

choice he made on this fateful day near Bethel. 10-11a  Lot lifted up his eyes and saw all the 

valley of the Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere—this was before the Lord destroyed 

Sodom and Gomorrah—like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt as you go to Zoar. 11 

So Lot chose for himself all the valley of the Jordan. Why that land? Simply because that was 

the land that offered the greatest hope of economic prosperity. How many decisions - career 

decisions, location decisions, family decisions are made on the basis of this one criteria? Where 

will I be richest? And when you think like that, my friend, don’t be surprised at the disaster that 

may find you. The love of money is the root of all sorts of evil. It is. That is why the devil baits 

so many traps with riches or the pleasures riches buy. Leupold says of Lot’s decision, “the 
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gradual degeneracy of a relatively good character begins at this point.” 12 Abram settled in the 

land of Canaan, while Lot settled in the cities of the valley, and moved his tents as far as 

Sodom. Yes,  Lot chose the rich valley near Sodom, and Moses notes in verse 13 Now the men 

of Sodom were wicked exceedingly and sinners against the Lord. But Lot didn’t let that confuse 

his decision. Most people don’t. They don’t evaluate the impact a move is likely to make on 

their souls or on their kids. What do you look for in a place to live? Do you consider the 

spiritual climate? Do you seek out a good church before you move and settle down? Failure to 

see a place as God sees it has led to a whole lot of ruin. Lot didn’t go to Sodom to be a 

missionary. He went there to feather his nest. Initially, he settled near the city but a few 

chapters later we read of him living in the city, and, from that position, the ruin of the city 

became the ruin of Lot. Trace it back to Lot’s choice. 

There is an incident in Luke 18 that applies to Abram after his separation from Lot. 18:18 A 

ruler questioned Him, saying, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? And Jesus 

instructed him about himself, about God, about the law. But when the young man replied that 

he had kept all the commands from his youth up Jesus replied 22-30 When Jesus heard this, He 

said to him, “One thing you still lack; sell all that you possess and distribute it to the poor, and 

you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 23 But when he had heard these 

things, he became very sad, for he was extremely rich. 24 And Jesus looked at him and said, 

“How hard it is for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God! 25 For it is easier for a 

camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 

They who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” 27 But He said, “The things that are 

impossible with people are possible with God.” 28 Peter said, “Behold, we have left our own 

homes and followed You.” 29 And He said to them, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has 

left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, 30 

who will not receive many times as much at this time and in the age to come, eternal life.” This 

kingdom principle is illustrated for the first time in the Bible in Abram’s life. Our hero had 

temporarily lost some prime real estate by giving Lot first choice. Moreover, he had lost Lot. 

Earlier he had lost his father. But God came to Abram to say that he had abandoned nothing 

that would not be more than compensated for - both in this life and the life to come. Here it is 

Genesis 13:14-18 The Lord said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, “Now lift up your 

eyes and look from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and 
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westward; 15 for all the land which you see, I will give it to you and to your descendants 

forever. 16 I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth, so that if anyone can number 

the dust of the earth, then your descendants can also be numbered. 17 Arise, walk about the 

land through its length and breadth; for I will give it to you.” 18 Then Abram moved his tent 

and came and dwelt by the oaks of Mamre, which are in Hebron, and there he built an altar to 

the Lord. Had Abram lost the best land? Not at all. God was giving him the entire land of 

Canaan. He was to have all the land north and south, east and west, including that little circle of 

well-watered pasture in the plain. Had Abram lost family for the sake of following God’s word? 

No, God was giving him offspring like the dust of the earth in number. When we seek the Lord 

we ultimately lose nothing, for in God we have everything in one. Pondering this, I was 

reminded of what someone said about North and South America. They reflected that men came 

to North America to find God and they went to South America to find gold. How did history 

turn out? The gold seekers of South America got neither while the God-seekers in North 

America ultimately got both. That is a principle of the kingdom of God. 

Well, let’s look at this promise to Abraham. Point 4 is the promise of the land. He was 

promised a lot of land and a lot of descendants. The land promise is the source of all kinds of 

controversy in the middle east. Whose land is it? Even our papers this month have headlines 

about this matter. Among Bible scholars the land promise has raised some debate as well. It is 

this teacher’s conviction that the promise has a dual fulfillment. It is fulfilled on the first level 

by God’s raising up the nation of Israel, by His planting them in the land of Canaan after the 

Exodus, and by His making them a great and mighty nation under David and Solomon. There is 

that first level, natural or Hebrew fulfillment that takes place in human history. But there is also 

a spiritual or Christian fulfillment that takes place in eternity. And I would point out now that 

verse 15 says that the promise is to give the land to the descendants of Abraham forever. And I 

take that word forever literally. You know what else I take literally? The promise that the land 

will be given to Abraham - not just to his offspring but to him. Has that yet been fulfilled? Why 

no. But it will. The New Testament helps us immensely in our attempt to understand what God 

meant in this promise and how He fulfills it. Hebrews  11:8 By faith Abraham, when he was 

called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went 

out, not knowing where he was going.  It speaks too of Isaac and Jacob and Sarah. Then it says 

13a All these died in faith, without receiving the promises.  Now listen. If they didn’t get what 
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God promised in this life then they are going to get it when? In the resurrection at the end of the 

age. Either that is true or God is a liar. 13-16a All these died in faith, without receiving the 

promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having 

confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For those who say such things 

make it clear that they are seeking a country of their own. 15 And indeed if they had been 

thinking of that country from which they went out, they would have had opportunity to return. 

16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. You see that? It is a 

heavenly fulfillment for which the fathers wait. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that 

is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a 

city for them. There is no way to understand this except to posit a still-to-come fulfillment of 

the promise of land to the seed of Abraham. But there is still more to grasp. The first fulfillment 

of this promise involved giving the land to the children of Israel. The final fulfillment will 

involve giving the earth, or the world to the lovers of Christ. I love this. Look at Romans 4:13 

For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be heir of the world was not 

through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith. Note that the land of Canaan in 

Genesis  has become the world in Romans. We see the same thing in Psalm 37:11a the humble 

will inherit the land. How does Jesus paraphrase this passage? The meek shall inherit what? 

The earth. Not this worn out, plague-ridden globe but a new redeemed earth that the Bible 

promises in Revelation 21:1a Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth. According to 

Scripture, eternal life will not be lived floating on clouds, but will be right here on a redeemed 

planet made new by the mercy of God. This promise to Abraham will be lived out by us forever 

and ever. Do you see yourself here in Genesis 13? You are here. Every bit as much as if your 

great-grandpas name was listed here. You are here. The physical descendants of Abraham got 

the land 3000 years ago. The spiritual descendants of Abraham get it for all time. And those 

spiritual descendants are described in Galatians 3:8-9  The Scripture, foreseeing that God would 

justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the 

nations will be blessed in you.” 9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the 

believer. Galatians 3:29 (NLT) now that you belong to Christ, you are the true children of 

Abraham. You are his heirs, and God’s promise to Abraham belongs to you. Do you belong to 

Christ? If you believe you do say, “Yes,” Then the land belongs to you. I don’t recommend you 

head over to the middle-east to stake your claim.  That would not go well for you. Abraham 
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died without receiving the promise and so may we. That’s fine. Christ will give it to us on the 

day when everything is set right. Abraham learned all this after he maturely and graciously 

allowed Lot to have his way, his pick. Father Abraham believed that God would take care of 

him. We have still more reason to believe it, more clarity to the promise. As a result we are 

free. Free from the need to grab and fight, scratch and claw for the stuff of this world. We are 

going to get so much more someday. The words of a hymn came to my mind. It says: “I once 

was an outcast stranger on earth, a sinner by choice and an alien by birth. But I’ve been 

adopted my name’s written down, an heir to a mansion, a robe and a crown. A tent or a 

cottage, why should I care? They’re building a mansion for me over there.” When you come to 

think like that the power of sin’s promise is broken by the power of God’s promise. One of my 

favorite writers is John Piper. One of my favorite books is his Future Grace. In the introduction 

he writes, “The aim of this book is to emancipate human hearts from servitude to the fleeting 

pleasures of sin.” Would that interest you? Let me tell you something, those fleeting pleasures 

of sin - the pleasures of pornography and drugs and illicit sex and stealing and the pleasure of 

punishing someone with your words - those are the very things that are destroying lives. God, 

please, emancipate us from slavery to these things! Piper goes on, “Sin is what you do when 

your heart is not satisfied with God. No one sins out of duty. We sin because it holds some 

promise of happiness. That promise enslaves us until we believe that God is more to be desired 

than life itself. Which means that the power of sin’s promise is broken by the power of God’s 

promise.” ®  Believe that promise and you are free.  

 


