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ABRAHAM #1 GENESIS 12:1  9-27-15 

FAITH AND THE COMFORT ZONE 

(Genesis 11) Now that we have wrapped up our deep dive into Psalm 63, it is time to begin a 

new series in God’s word. We are going to start this one in Genesis chapter 12 and work our way 

thru the Old Testament text until we get to Genesis chapter 24. These are the chapters that 

encompass the life of Abraham. The word pioneer, probably brings to mind those rugged 

individuals who tamed the wilderness of America and made it fit for city folks like us. Or, it may 

engender thoughts of those fictional characters who explore strange new worlds and seek out new 

life and new civilizations who boldly go where no one has gone before! But the word can apply to 

those who make critical advances in the spiritual realm as well. There have been the apostolic 

fathers, and the reformers like Luther and Calvin. There were in our own country the Pilgrims, 

committed to freedom of worship and conscience before God. But for Christians the pioneer of 

pioneers has got to be our man Abraham. He was truly an original, and when the New Testament 

talks about the principles of living by grace and by faith, to whom do they point us? Abraham. That 

is why we will give several weeks to the Genesis account of his life and times. 

When did Abraham live? On your historic timeline you want to mark Abraham in right at around 

2000 BC. And you know what that makes him? He is the original Y2K man. Remember the Y2K 

crisis? Some of us thought it was going to be the end of civilization. Year 2000 AD, Y2K.  So, to 

help you remember when Abraham lived, just call him Y2A, our very clever nickname. But 

actually Abraham is a nickname. It was not his original moniker -- that was Abram. The change 

occurs in Genesis 17 and we will look at it when we get there. But for now, when you read Abram, 

understand that is the famous Hebrew patriarch who was the son of Terah. Genesis.11:26 Terah 

lived seventy years, and became the father of Abram, Nahor and Haran. 

Now, in focusing on Abraham what we are really doing is studying the God of Abraham, 

because it is our very special Lord that makes Abe a very special man. But the story in Genesis 12 

begins where all Bible stories begin, not with anything a man does but with what God does. 1 Now 

the Lord said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, And from your relatives And from your 

father’s house, To the land which I will show you.  That is as far as we are going to get this 

morning, as we look in this verse at the contact, the call and the challenge of God that were granted 

to Abraham.  
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We begin with the contact. Oh, how I wish we knew the way God came to Abraham. But he 

doesn’t choose to tell us. It gives us the content, but not the medium of the message. Was this voice 

of God to Abraham just something audible out of thin air? Was there an appearance of God to 

Abraham? We read of that in verse 7a The Lord appeared to Abraham. And if it was an appearance 

how did he come, what did He look like? Was it a dream, an impression, a real voice? Did God 

speak to him thru a prophet? I can only assume that God didn’t think that was important for us to 

know. The fascinating thing to consider is how it must have affected Abraham to have this close 

encounter of the heavenly kind.  Was there any preparation of Abraham for it? It doesn’t appear 

that there was. Abraham had no church, no Bible, no supportive fellowship. He hadn’t taken a 

course on “hearing God’s voice.” But God made sure He was recognized when it happened.  

The whole thing you see was obviously orchestrated by God. This was not something Abraham 

could have pulled off if he tried, and you can be sure he wasn’t trying. This critical, this awesome 

contact between holy, Creator God and sinful, mortal man was at the initiation and planning of the 

Lord alone. Abraham didn’t find God - not thru his busy-ness or his religion or his meditation or 

his study. When I was in college, and I know some of you will remember this, there was a major 

drive sponsored by Campus Crusade, I think it was, to stick on the cars of believers everywhere this 

bumper sign in bright yellow that said, “I found it.” Now, the I Found It campaign was designed to 

get folks asking Christians, “Hey, what did you find?” So that Christians would then tell them 

about salvation in Christ. Not a bad idea.  It probably worked in some cases. I don’t remember it 

ever happening for me, although I know the sticker was noticed because one dear soul at the 

University of Florida, peeled my sticker off the rear window of my car, ripped it in half and stuck it 

on my front windshield. It obviously got someone’s attention like it was designed to do but it 

wasn’t the best in theology. Technically, we don’t find God so much as God finds us. Abraham 

certainly didn’t find God, but God found him. Nehemiah 9:7ab You are the Lord God, Who chose 

Abram. God was the initiator. God was the chooser and the seeker. But that raises the question of 

why Abraham? A question I bet Abraham asked more than once and probably in different moods at 

different times. Why would God go after Abraham? What kind of guy was he? As you read his 

story you find that he was nothing special. No great gifts, no great family heritage. Read what God 

said in Joshua 24:2 Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘From 

ancient times your fathers lived beyond the River, namely, Terah, the father of Abraham and the 

father of Nahor, and they served other gods.  Abraham came from a family of idolaters. And it was 
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there in Ur of the Chaldees, in the midst of their spiritual blindness and in the midst of their idolatry 

that this unspeakably gracious God reaches down in mercy and chooses this one man. You talk 

about a pivotal moment in history. This was huge. Joshua 24:3 God says, 3a Then I took your 

father Abraham from beyond the River. Wow! God was looking out on this planet full of rebel 

idolaters and said, “I’m going to get myself some people upon whom I can pour forth my love and 

my grace and in whom I can delight. And I’ll start this special nation by this one little guy in Ur.” 

And the rest is history, and prophecy and we haven’t seen the end of it yet.  

But we have seen the end of that point of the sermon. Look on to our second thought which is 

the call of God. ® 1 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, And from your 

relatives And from your father’s house, To the land which I will show you.  It is a calling away from 

and unto. It is away from these three things: country, relatives, father.  Now on the surface, does 

that sound good? That sounds horrible! Now maybe you have some really unpleasant relatives and 

that part may appeal to you, but I don’t think it was that way for Abraham. This was a calling away 

from just about everything that makes life meaningful and sweet and comfortable.  How could this 

be good? Well, only if it is really a move up. When the Beverly Hillbillies left the hills of 

Tennessee for the pleasures of California we could sort of understand it. But take a look here at 

what God is inviting Abraham to leave country and relatives and father for—for a land that I will 

show you. No pictures of it. No video. It is an unknown land that he would be going to. This is a 

call to step out of the known into the unknown. Do you know that is hard? Bruce Larson tells about 

a dog named Luv that went blind at the age of 12. His owners worried about her adjustment to 

being sightless but the dog did fine. She could smell her way around the yard and the house. But 

one day Luv went out and wandered away. When she was finally found they discovered her just 

down the road but the poor creature was terrified, hugging the ground, trembling, shaking all over. 

She didn’t know where she was. Everything was unfamiliar, but when they took her home, she was 

fine again. Now, you know, humans are a lot like that dog and just as blind. The unknown scares 

us. What is known feels real comfortable and secure, even if it stinks. A lot of people are in horrible 

homes and marriages, but they’ve been there so long that any place else is frightening. I’ve known 

men who were happier in prison than they were out, because prison is what felt normal to them. 

I’ve known women who were more comfortable with a drunken husband than a sober one because 

they were used to the dysfunction. Frankly, you look at the way a lot of people live and you think 
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they must be miserable, but to them it’s just comfortable and a change, even a change for the better 

as we would see it, is scary and hard.  

The title of this message is “faith and the comfort zone.” ® I thought this poster was good. A 

comfort zone is a beautiful place but nothing ever grows there.  Likely so. We all have our comfort 

zone. It may include a lot of terrible things; it likely does include a lot of sin, but it’s home. It is 

what we have grown used to.  There was no soul-satisfaction to be found for Abraham in the pagan 

worship of his father’s house, but it was comfortable. How many people choose the sinful, self-

destructive ways of their forefathers because, well, that’s what we’re used to? Nowadays we even 

have a doctrinal formula for this, called generational sin which claims that we abuse drugs or sex 

or other people because our parents did it and so we’re stuck doing it too. I read recently that 

psychology teaches us to confess our parents’ sins. Some of us are good at that, but God says they 

are your sins, and the reason you commit them is not simply because your daddy loved them, but 

because you love them too. They have become comfortable. That’s where you live.  

My friend, if it is that hard to leave sins you can see are destroying you, how much harder to 

leave things that seem to help - like relatives and a caring father, who has money. And isn’t God 

supposed to be pro-family?  How can He be telling Abe to leave his family? We need to correct our 

thinking a bit here. Yes, God invented the idea of family. Yes, God affirms, blesses, regulates the 

family. But God never said that real abundant and eternal life is found in a relationship with dads 

and moms and cousins and uncles. That kind of life is only found in relation to him! God claims 

exclusive and preeminent devotion. Mathew 10:37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is 

not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.  Jesus 

taught that to be His disciple your family had to take a back seat in your heart. He said this often 

because he knew that for many family had become an idol, a rival of God. In marriages this can 

often be a problem. Excessive attachment to mom and dad interferes with the primary relationship 

with husband or wife. In spiritual counseling it’s there too. Excessive attachment to family, nuclear 

and extended is keeping many from the kingdom of God. Abraham was not called to leave his wife 

and kids, but he was called to leave his relatives in Ur and to leave the house of his father, and his 

brother Nahor. God was starting a new thing with Abraham and wanted him to have a fresh start. 

And wanted him to learn to depend on God, apart from the larger family. Ohh, that is huge! We all 

need and should seek out support systems and networks, like a church or care group may provide, 

but it is easy for us to grow dependent on our support systems in ways we should only depend on 
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God.  I was talking with my spiritual mentor, Jimmy Young, about his daughter’s marriage. I asked 

what his new son’n law did for a living and it turns out that this young man is vastly wealthy and 

directs his family’s foundation. That sounded cool to me, but not to Jimmy. Jimmy said he hated 

that. He told me that the greatest times of spiritual growth in his life occurred when he was young 

and poor and in seminary and had to trust God for everything. With real regret in his voice he said, 

“my daughter will never know what that’s like.” Now that’s a different perspective isn’t it? My dad 

counseled me that it was just as easy to fall in love with a rich girl as a poor girl. Most dads are 

thrilled if their daughter marries into wealth, but here was one father who preferred his daughter 

learn dependence on God. That is what Abraham was being called to. “Go from your father’s 

house, from the security and provision and learn to trust me.” I’m told that mother eagles, in order 

to teach their young ones how to fly, have to push them out of the nest. Can you imagine what that 

must feel like for the little eagles? Here is their own dear mother whom they have looked to for 

protection and now she is forcing them out and away from all that they have known, from all that 

feels to them like security.  

The call of God on Abraham was not an easy call. Either way he went was going to be 

emotionally difficult. To leave home was hard, but once he heard God’s call if he hadn’t done it 

there would never be any sense of fulfillment in his life. A visitor to a small town inquired of a 

local about which of the two motels in his town he should pick to stay in. The yokel told him it 

didn’t really matter because whichever he picked he will wish he had chosen the other one. Ever 

face decisions like that? Sometimes we do with God. He calls us to turn our backs on our support 

systems and we don’t like that, but we also don’t like turning our backs on Him. Abraham was 

sharp enough to see that leaving home could work out,  but ignoring God never will. Can you 

imagine him trying to explain it to his relatives and friends. What are you doing Abram? Who told 

you this? Where are you going?  To the last question he had no good answer. God said, “Go and 

I’ll show you where.”  “Mom, Dad, I’ve given my life to Jesus. I’m committed to doing whatever 

He directs me to do. Some of that I know already, but a lot of it I don’t.” Ever had a conversation 

like that? When I was 20 I went to my father to tell him I was going to seminary, that God had 

called me to preach his word. Before I could even say the words my dad looked at me and said, 

“Don’t tell me you’re going to be a preacher.” He wanted me to be rich. Jesus doesn’t promise rich 

does He? Not that kind.  When we give our lives to Christ we don’t know if that means for richer or 

poorer. We don’t know if that means we will be popular or hated. God’s call is away from the 
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known, into the unknown. Some years ago a young man named Martyn Lloyd-Jones was one of 

Britain’s most promising young surgeons. At age 23 he was on the royal medical staff.  His 

diagnostic talents were remarkable. One night as he was leaving the theatre with a friend he came 

upon a Salvation Army band playing some hymns. Lloyd-Jones said, “When I heard the band and 

the hymns I said these are the people I belong to.” He left his medical practice and became pastor 

of a small church in a Welsh mining town. He didn’t know that he would become the most 

respected preacher in England. He only knew the call of His God. God’s call is from the known and 

to the unknown. 

How then can flesh and blood do it? What capacity enabled Lloyd-Jones to make his decision, 

enabled Abraham to obey God in spite of the apparent risks? It is simply the capacity of faith. And 

that is what Abram became famous for. His faith. And the challenge from God in this passage (and 

this is point #3) is precisely the challenge to trust Him, to have faith.  Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is 

the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 For by it the men of old 

gained approval.  The foundation of faith is a confidence in God that what He calls me to may not 

always be obvious but it will always be good. It will always be good – as God defines the good.  

Hebrews 11:6  And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must 

believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. You see that? Faith says, “God 

will reward me for doing His will!” The how, the when, the what of the reward is up to him, but it 

will come. Hebrews 11:8-10 By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place 

which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By 

faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac 

and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; 10 for he was looking for the city which has 

foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  That’s it! It is confidence that although obedience 

means I must leave the security of country of family and of father that out there where the Lord is 

taking me is a better country, a finer family, and a more perfect Father. I heard recently of a church 

where each year the graduating seniors are sent on a mystery trip by their parents. They are actually 

taken to an airport blindfolded, loaded on a plane and don’t find out where they are going until they 

arrive. It sounds kind of weird but they all look forward to it - why? They have the confidence that 

wherever they are being sent will be good. To go on the journey you don’t need to know the 

destination if you know the leader. But that’s the test of faith.  God calls for unconditional 

surrender to go to the place where I will show you. Some of you won’t do it and you feel justified 
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in demanding that God cut a plainer deal with you. You say, “Lord, I’ll be your man if...” and then 

you give God some conditions for the deal. That’s not faith. Faith finds in God the stability that 

gives the ability to move out of comfort zones.(R)  That’s how we can sing the song, “Wherever He 

Leads I’ll Go. ® I’ll follow the Christ who loves me so.” In that is our confidence - the love of the 

One whom we obey. How Abraham knew it I can’t say. His faith is astonishing, but us? We know 

our Master loves us. He has proven it at Calvary. Romans 8:32 He who did not spare His own Son, 

but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?  We have 

good reason to trust. Why then is it so hard? It is hard because faith often goes opposite of our 

feelings. Some of you here like the adrenaline rush of roller coasters and that kind of entertainment. 

I hate those things. Oh, I know they are safe. But they don’t feel safe. I remember going with a 

church group up to a boy-scout camp with a rappelling tower.  Have you ever done this? You go up 

there about 60 feet in the air and then you have to lean backwards out into space. You are attached 

by a couple of ropes. You can see that you are secure; you’ve watched others do the same thing, but 

it feels totally insane to step off that platform. I watched kids almost pass out from the tension 

between the peer pressure and the fear pressure. I don’t suggest to you that placing your trust in 

God is easy.  But I do suggest it is reasonable, it is right, and in the end it is the only safe way to go. 

You can’t stay in your comfort zones and find real life in Christ. You can stay in the Comfort Inn 

and do a little religion. Abram could have been religious in Ur. But a radical satisfying, life-altering 

relationship with God will pull you out of comfortable sins, and out of comfortable places. What 

are your comfy places?  Like that baby eagle nudged out of the nest you may feel you are dying 

when in reality you are just starting to fly. So today, with Father Abraham, welcome the contact by 

God, heed the call of God, and meet the challenge from God to trust Him, go forth and look 

forward to what He provides. Let’s pray 


