
1 
 

PSALM 63 part 4 verses 9-11  9-20-15 

THE SILENCE OF THE WOLVES AND THE THRILL OF VICTORY 

    (Psalm 63)  How does it make you feel when you hear public figures, maybe political ones, 

maybe religious ones, make pronouncements that you know are untrue and that you know cause 

great harm? Recently a well-known political figure responded to the efforts of some members of 

congress to defund Planned Parenthood by saying that such an attempt is a quote a full-on 

assault on women’s’ health.  Oh my! I mean, Planned Parenthood is the nation’s largest abortion 

provider. We now know as well that they traffic in human body parts – yet they receive a half-

billion dollars a year in support from taxpayers. The modest effort of certain congressmen has 

not been to shut Planned Parenthood down, just to not give them any more of your money. And 

yet, this politician calls that a full-on assault on women’s’ health and then goes on to say that 

these sinister congressmen are: blocking millions of women, men and young people from live-

saving preventive care.  Statements like this are crazy-making to me. That such statements go 

unchallenged by the press in many cases is more crazy-making.  Does God’s word say anything 

to encourage us with respect to the cosmic battle between truth and lies? Does your heart, like 

mine grow sick from hearing and reading hurtful lies, and long for some kind of encouraging 

word. Today we get it from Psalm 63. This is our fourth or fifth Sunday in this marvelous Psalm 

of David. Let’s enjoy it together once again. Psalm 63:1-11 A Psalm of David, when he was in 

the wilderness of Judah.  O God, You are my God; I shall seek You earnestly; My soul thirsts for 

You, my flesh yearns for You, In a dry and weary land where there is no water. 2 Thus I have 

seen You in the sanctuary, To see Your power and Your glory. 3 Because Your lovingkindness is 

better than life, My lips will praise You. 4 So I will bless You as long as I live; I will lift up my 

hands in Your name. 5 My soul is satisfied as with marrow and fatness, And my mouth offers 

praises with joyful lips. 6 When I remember You on my bed, I meditate on You in the night 

watches, 7 For You have been my help, And in the shadow of Your wings I sing for joy. 8 My soul 

clings to You; Your right hand upholds me.  But those who seek my life to destroy it, Will go into 

the depths of the earth. 10 They will be delivered over to the power of the sword; They will be a 

prey for foxes. 11 But the king will rejoice in God; Everyone who swears by Him will glory, For 

the mouths of those who speak lies will be stopped.   
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      I wonder, do you have any enemies? What or who comes to mind? For much of my life, I 

would have a hard time naming a personal enemy. I have ideological enemies. There are plenty 

who live in opposition to the truths I hold dearest, but for much of my life there was no one 

whom I believed was out to get me personally. But – there have been seasons of my life that 

have been different in that way, when there have been those who are openly hostile to me, very 

willing and very able to hurt me. As a result, my shields go up, my defenses are more exercised. 

It is very wearing. But this is where David was for much of his life and, never more so, than on 

the occasion of our psalm when David was fleeing from an army that had overtaken Jerusalem in 

order to remove him from office by means of execution.  

     Now, when you have enemies, the deliverance of God for you involves the defeat of the 

enemies. That is just the way it is. In a fallen world where there is a prince of darkness, where 

there are fallen angels and fallen men, where there rages a cosmic battle, not everyone ends up 

winning. Read the glorious depictions of Judgment Day in the New Testament, including the 

Revelation. There is described this amazing, magnificent end for the servants of God, but right 

along with it we read of the destruction of those who set themselves against the Lord and against 

His people. Salvation for you means destruction for them. That is nothing to be sad about. We 

are called to rejoice in the victories of the Christ, in which we will, by faith, be swept up into 

glory ourselves. But what happens to the enemies of Christ and His people? The psalmist 

mentions their destruction in three ways. There is the geological imagery: They will go into the 

depths of the earth.  There is the military imagery.  They will be delivered over to the power of 

the sword. There is the zoological imagery. They will be a prey for foxes.  The middle image 

became literally true, but the basic idea, expressed here in poetic form, is the destruction of the 

king’s enemies which results in the temporal salvation of the king.  And, as it did happen, the 

revolt against David was overthrown, was defeated, and David was restored to his throne. 

    Does it bother you that David seems to be truly happy about the terrible destiny of his 

enemies? This is something we read fairly often in the Psalms and as Christians, taught by Jesus 

to love our enemies, this can be troubling to us. Lest you think this is a distinctly Old Testament 

issue, look with me at Revelation 19:2-4 After these things I heard something like a loud voice of 

a great multitude in heaven, saying, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our 

God; 2 because His judgments are true and righteous; for He has judged the great harlot who 
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was corrupting the earth with her immorality, and He has avenged the blood of His bond-

servants on her.” 3 And a second time they said, “Hallelujah! Her smoke rises up forever and 

ever.” 4 And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God 

who sits on the throne saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!”  This is a magnificent depiction of the end of 

days upon the return of Jesus and we read of the glad worship of God’s people upon this 

occasion. And notice what they are so exuberant about. They say, “Hallelujah” which simply 

means, “Praise to Yahweh, the Lord.” 2-3  His judgments are true and righteous; for He has 

judged the great harlot who was corrupting the earth with her immorality, and He has avenged 

the blood of His bond-servants on her.” 3 And a second time they said, “Hallelujah! Her smoke 

rises up forever and ever.  Why are they praising God? What are they celebrating? They are glad 

in the judgments of God. ® They are glad that God has cast down the great harlot who represents 

those earth forces that stand against the gospel of Christ. They are glad even in the reality of hell. 

And the thought of it does what to the church? Cause her to shrink back in horror? No. The 

redeemed church celebrates the judgments of God, saying, Hallelujah.   

    I find there is a great deal of misunderstanding among Christians about the subject of 

vengeance and justice, and retribution. Are we supposed to be for those things? When God is 

blasphemed, and mocked and hated, are we in favor of that being ignored or punished? Dear 

Friend, read the word of God because in it you will find a call to hate wickedness, to delight in 

God’s justice. Read the psalms. Constantly David is crying out to God for vengeance upon his 

enemies. When given opportunity to take it out upon them himself David refused. He is a great 

Old Testament example of the New Testament verse in Romans 12:19 Never take your own 

revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I 

will repay,” says the Lord.  We ought to want vengeance, just not pursue it personally.(R) The 

government may pursue vengeance on our behalf. That is fine, but I can’t  make it my personal 

endeavor. This is where the children of God and the children of the devil diverge dramatically. 

Vengeance is mine, says the devil. God says No. You love your enemies, I will take care of 

vengeance. And the reality of God’s promised justice for the wicked will not cause us eternal 

sadness but eternal joy. That rejoicing comes to full expression in the final judgment of 

Revelation when the devil and his followers are finally dealt with and the saints shout 

Hallelujah. 
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    Do you find this hard to swallow? Does this notion of rejoicing in judgment seem contrary to  

Christianity? I can understand how you would think that. The religion peddled in Jesus’ name 

nowadays is so improperly man-centered that we have a hard time relating to Revelation 19. 

What I mean is that if you identify more closely with lost humanity than you do God, you can’t 

rejoice when God pours out his wrath upon humans. To do as the saints in Revelation 19 do you 

have to have a God-centered world view that sees men existing for God, not the other way 

around.(R)  If we are more saturated with God then we can say, “Lord, if you are glorified thru 

the condemnation of sinners, then I rejoice.” We have a hard time doing that especially in light 

of our love for certain lost sinners who are very dear to our hearts, whom we know are likely to 

be under the wrath of our God. But remember, what is the chief end of man? What is our hope? 

The glory of God. In the old Presbyterian church in our nation I’m told that candidates for 

ministry were often asked if they would be willing to go to hell for the glory of God. I don’t 

think I could say that I am. But this was how committed they were to a God-centered outlook on 

life. I’m told that one candidate for the ministry, after a grueling exam before the presbytery was 

asked if he would be willing to go to hell for the glory of God, and he said, “I would be willing 

for the whole presbytery to go to hell for the glory of God.” We need more of that God-centered 

way of thinking. Can you worship God this week, for Who He is, not just for what He’s done for 

you? That’s a challenge. That’s not in the capacity of the spiritual infant. We have to grow up to 

do that. And remember, when we are in glory, we will be perfected. God, and His glory is all we 

will care about. We will be consumed by that one holy passion. Whether you can do it or not 

now, then we shall be able to celebrate God’s justice, then we can be glad, more fully, in the 

judgments of God.  

   So, our final verse in Psalm 63 contrasts the fate of the righteous with that of the wicked. 

David, who is the king, refers to himself in the third person here. 11 But the king will rejoice in 

God; Everyone who swears by Him will glory, For the mouths of those who speak lies will be 

stopped.  David was in such dire circumstances when he wrote this and yet three times in the 

Psalm he mentions his joy. That joy is grounded in the presence of God, the sweetness of God, 

and finally now the anticipated salvation of God. Like David here, we can have a measure of 

peace and joy despite the difficulties of life in a broken world, but Scripture affirms something 

else for us that increases the joy. We are told that our external worlds, our circumstances, will be 
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made right. We are told that, although we can experience now the kingdom of Jesus in our 

hearts, His righteousness, peace and joy, one day the kingdoms of this world will become the 

kingdoms of our God and of His Christ and He will reign forever. The lion and the lamb will lie 

down together. The material world will be perfected. Bodies will be healed. Wars will be no 

more and, in the place of weeping, there will be dancing and song. Verse 11 says that, not just 

the king, but everyone who swears by the Lord’s name, that is, everyone who is allied with Him, 

loyal to Him will glory, will exult in God’s victory. Team God is going to have an ever-lasting 

victory party. And what does it say they will rejoice in? Not getting to swim with the dolphins, 

not their perfect pain-free bodies. The king will rejoice in God. The king will rejoice in God. Let 

me ask you. Do you believe in a God you can rejoice in? Do you believe in a God of joy? Or do 

you see God as some grand ogre, as being the type of person who is always looking around 

trying to find someone who is having a good time so he can stop it. Ahh – but the Psalms are 

replete with news of a God in whom we have joy, in whom we delight. He not only doesn’t stop 

our pleasure, He is our pleasure. I quoted earlier the great first question of the Westminster 

Shorter Catechism which says that the chief end of man is to glorify God, but I did not offer you 

the entire line. What else does it say? The chief end of man is to glorify God and to enjoy Him 

forever. Wow! Enjoy God?! That is a foreign concept to most people in our culture but it is a 

notion that permeates the Scriptures.  

    Let’s do some Bible here. I want you to get some idea of how pregnant the Bible is with this 

idea of enjoying and rejoicing in God. We will start with the Psalms since that is where we are 

already. Psalm 9:2 (NIV) I will be glad and rejoice in you;  I will sing the praises of your name, 

O Most High.  Psalm 35:9 my soul shall rejoice in the Lord; It shall exult in His salvation. We go 

elsewhere in the Old Testament. I Samuel 2:1 (NIV) Then Hannah prayed and said: “My heart 

rejoices in the Lord.”  In what does her heart rejoice? In the Lord. Beautiful! Isaiah 61:10 I will 

rejoice greatly in the Lord, My soul will exult in my God.  The book of Habakkuk ends with the 

magnificent confession of the prophet who says that even if everything else in his world goes bad 

Habakkuk 3:18 Yet I will exult in the Lord, I will rejoice in the God of my salvation. Not in his 

gifts. Not in what he provides me in the way of earthly delights. I rejoice, I exult in Him. In Him! 

So, in the New Testament the apostle says to us in Philippians 3:1 Finally, my brethren, rejoice 

in the Lord.  One chapter later Philippians 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always. And finally in Romans 
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5:11a we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Is your faith in a God who is the 

ground and the center of rejoicing? Whose love you can savor? In whose smile you can delight? 

If you are a Jesus-person, if you are on the God-team, this is our eternal future. The king and 

everyone who swears by God’s name will glory in Him, will rejoice in Him. And it will not be a 

quiet celebration.   

     On Thursday October 1 the Ravens will visit Heinz Field. Imagine a last minute Steeler 

touchdown to defeat the hated Ravens. What would Heinz Field be like? There would be a party, 

a celebration, and a noise like we can’t imagine. Those who glory in the Steelers would exult, 

which suggests they would scream and shout with delight. Right? The Ravens fans, on the other 

hand, will be silent. There will be no joy in Baltimore. And you won’t feel bad for them.     

Transfer all that to the cosmic conflict in which we live. We are promised that our King, our 

divine King, will someday appear on our behalf, in our defense, to bring down our enemies who 

speak lies. You see lies are the devil’s weapons. I hate lies, don’t you? Every evil thing in our 

world is spawned by the lie. Every evil things is spawned by the lie. You will remember that 

God’s word calls Satan what? The Father of lies (John 8:44) But our Lord, our King, our Savior 

calls Himself the Truth. And, as the final quarter of human history winds down, that Truth will 

prevail, the lies will be buried forever and the lovers of Truth will sing and shout and glory, 

boasting in the majesty of our Sovereign forever.  But – those who are the people of the lie, those 

who reject the Truth, those who speak deceitfully, their end is a terrible silence. Psalm 63:11c 

For the mouths of those who speak lies will be stopped.  I can’t wait! That is going to be 

awesome. All of those false prophets and lying politicians will be shut up forever. In I Samuel 

2:9 Hannah prophesied thusly: I Samuel 2:9b (NIV) the wicked will be silenced in the place of 

darkness.  No parties in hell my friend. No boasting there. David says in Psalm 31:17b (NIV) let 

the wicked be put to shame and be silent in the realm of the dead.  You see, this is the longing of 

the righteous soul because it grows weary of the lies and the blasphemies that continually get 

spoken against the Lord and His people. Peter in his first epistle actually mentions this as a 

motivation for godliness. He writes I Peter 2:15 (NIV) It is God’s will that by doing good you 

should silence the ignorant talk of foolish people.  You understand that at all? Are you aware of 

how frustrating it is when ungodly people bring accusation against the church, against those who 

name the name of Christ? More often than not, what they say is a lie, but sometimes sadly it is 
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true. By our folly and sin, we give them the very stones they throw at us. But – when we walk in 

purity and integrity – we make it hard on the enemies of the gospel to accuse without looking 

foolish. Rosaria Butterfield is a former college-professor and lesbian who came to faith in Christ. 

Part of  her story is that she was treated so lovingly by a pastor and his wife whom, she said, 

contradicted all the negative stereotypes she had of evangelical believers. Their good-doing shut 

down her scoffing and opened up her heart to consider the truth. That is what we want to happen. 

   What we don’t want is for the lies to continue pouring down all around us and the people who 

speak them getting elected or otherwise amplified. Psalm 73 describes the pain of watching evil 

people prosper and there Asaph writes: 8-9 (ESV) They scoff and speak with malice; loftily they 

threaten oppression. 9 They set their mouths against the heavens, and their tongue struts through 

the earth.  Now they speak their haughty lies and human justice can or will do nothing to stop it. 

But, there is coming a day when Truth shall prevail and, when it does, a roar of triumph will rise 

up among the people of God and silence will envelope the wicked. David looked forward to both 

and we get to join him in that anticipation. In some of our culture’s recent debates one of the 

things I hear people say is that they want to be on the right side of history. Right side of history.  

Have you heard this? It means they want to be on the winning side of the argument politically 

and culturally.  I can appreciate that, but you know what? I prefer to be on the right side of 

eternity and thanks to the book God gave us, we have insight as to what that means. We know 

that those who align themselves with the living Lord, who swear by Him, not at Him, who cling 

to His truth, who rely on His power will never be ashamed, but will glory in the triumph of their 

king. The followers of the Lamb, who is Truth, will be on the right side of eternity. James 

Russell Lowell in 1844 wrote this: 

Careless seems the great Avenger; history's pages but record    

One death-grapple in the darkness 'twixt old systems and the Word;    

Truth forever on the scaffold, Wrong forever on the throne,—    

Yet that scaffold sways the future, and, behind the dim unknown,    

Standeth God within the shadow, keeping watch above his own. 

Psalm 63:11 The king will rejoice in God; Everyone who swears by Him will glory, For the 

mouths of those who speak lies will be stopped.  That is the promise of God; that is the depiction 

of what is coming. Is it not majestic? Is it not encouraging?  For whatever reason, the plan of 
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God grants our enemies their brief moments in the sun, but final triumph is the inheritance of 

those who rejoice in our God, in His victory, in His salvation.  

    What this means for us now  is this – when your enemies, whether they are human or spiritual 

enemies, when your enemies appear to have the upper hand, when they have won a little triumph 

and you are hurting and tempted to despair, you can find direction even in the desert as you turn 

your thirsts, your thoughts and your trust toward the Lord who Himself is sweetness, strength 

and salvation. The destiny of liars is eternal silence, but you? Whether in desert nights or eternal 

sunshine you cling to Jesus, you worship, which we want join to do right now.  

 


