
Notes: 

James 2:1-4 My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious 

Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism. 2For if a 

man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in 

fine clothes, and there also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes, 
3and you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the fine 

clothes, and say, “You sit here in a good place,” and you say to 

the poor man, “You stand over there, or sit down by my 

footstool,” 4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, 

and become judges with evil motives?  

 

James 2:8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law 

according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself,” you are doing well.  

 

Matthew 20:28 The Son of Man did not come to be served, but 

to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.  

 

John 8:36 If the Son sets you free you will be free indeed.  
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Slaves and Masters  1  

I. The Scriptures and Slavery 

     A. Old Testament vs. Old South 

        1. In the Old Testament, slavery was p_____________________but 

 was r___________________________. 

  *Under certain conditions it allowed access to someone’s    

   l________________ but not someone’s l______________. 

     B. New Testament Outlook 

       1. Urging Justice on the “Master” Class 

       2. Affirming Equality of Worth Among All Classes 

II. Reflections 

     A. The gospel of Jesus abolishes social class standing. 

     B. The gospel of Jesus abolishes slavery to __________ and  

   introduces us to the freedom of the s_______________________ 

   of Jesus. 

# 



Scripture References:  

 

Ephesians 6:5-9 Slaves, be obedient to those who are your 

masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the 

sincerity of your heart, as to Christ; 6not by way of eyeservice, as 

men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from 

the heart. 7With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not 

to men, 8knowing that whatever good thing each one does, this he 

will receive back from the Lord, whether slave or free. 9And 

masters, do the same things to them, and give up threatening, 

knowing that both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there 

is no partiality with Him.  

 

Ephesians 5:21 Be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.  

 

Proverbs 22:7 The rich rules over the poor, and the borrower 

becomes the lender’s slave.  

 

Exodus 22:2-3 “If the thief is caught while breaking in and is 

struck so that he dies, there will be no bloodguiltiness on his 

account. 3But if the sun has risen on him, there will be 

bloodguiltiness on his account. He shall surely make restitution; if 

he owns nothing, then he shall be sold for his theft.”  

 

Deuteronomy 15:12-17 “If your kinsman, a Hebrew man or 

woman, is sold to you, then he shall serve you six years, but in the 

seventh year you shall set him free. 13When you set him free, you 

shall not send him away empty-handed. 14You shall furnish him 

liberally from your flock and from your threshing floor and from 

your wine vat; you shall give to him as the Lord your God has 

blessed you. 15You shall remember that you were a slave in the 

land of Egypt, and the Lord your God redeemed you; therefore I 

command you this today. 16It shall come about if he says to you, 

‘I will not go out from you,’ because he loves you and your 

household, since he fares well with you; 17then you shall take an 

awl and pierce it through his ear into the door, and he shall be 

your servant forever. Also you shall do likewise to your 

maidservant.” 

 

Deuteronomy 23:15-16 You shall not hand over to his master a 

slave who has escaped from his master to you. 16He shall live 

with you in your midst, in the place which he shall choose in one 

of your towns where it pleases him; you shall not mistreat him.  

 

Exodus 21:16 He who kidnaps a man, whether he sells him or 

he is found in his possession, shall surely be put to death.  

 

James 5:1-4 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your 

miseries which are coming upon you. 2Your riches have rotted 

and your garments have become moth-eaten. 3Your gold and your 

silver have rusted; and their rust will be a witness against you and 

will consume your flesh like fire. It is in the last days that you 

have stored up your treasure! 4Behold, the pay of the laborers 

who mowed your fields, and which has been withheld by you, 

cries out against you; and the outcry of those who did the 

harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.  

 

Philemon 1:15-17 For perhaps he was for this reason separated 

from you for a while, that you would have him back forever, 16no 

longer as a slave, but more than a slave, a beloved brother, 

especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh 

and in the Lord. 17If then you regard me a partner, accept him as 

you would me.  

 

Colossians 4:1 Masters, grant to your slaves justice and 

fairness, knowing that you too have a Master in heaven.  

 

Colossians 3:22 Slaves, in all things obey those who are your 

masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely 

please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.  

 

I Corinthians 7:20-23 Each man must remain in that condition 

in which he was called. 21Were you called while a slave? Do not 

worry about it; but if you are able also to become free, rather do 

that. 22For he who was called in the Lord while a slave, is the 

Lord’s freedman; likewise he who was called while free, is 

Christ’s slave. 23You were bought with a price; do not become 

slaves of men.  


