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FUTUREWORLD pt.19 2-15-15 

“Judgment” 

(Revelation 20) Before we get there however I want you to just listen as I read a number of other 

Scriptures. II Timothy 1:12 I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to 

guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day. II Timothy 1:18a the Lord grant to him to find 

mercy from the Lord on that day. II Timothy  4:8 in the future there is laid up for me the crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day. In the mind of 

the apostle, there is coming a day so prominent in its historical significance that he simply refers to 

it as that day. In I Corinthians 3:13ab each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show 

it because it is to be revealed with fire. Do you know what is the self-chosen nickname of  the 

billionaire, Donald Trump? What is it? He and his friends like to call him “The Donald.” ® What is 

the implication of that title? Is it not that Donald Trump is so great that all the other millions of 

Donalds are of little note in comparison to him? That is exactly what is implied, and I believe the 

same kind of thing is implied here by Paul about a particular future historical day which deserves 

the name “the day.” Elsewhere Paul refers to that day and the day as the day of Christ Jesus.           

I Corinthians 1 tell us that God 8 will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Three times he uses that phrase in the book of Philippians. Over and over again in the 

Old Testament and also in the new we read about a great day called the day of the Lord; and Jesus 

had another name for it which he uses in Matthew 10. Do you know what that name is? It is 

perhaps the most common of these terms among us. There Jesus spoke plainly about the day of 

judgment. And so it is my intention to speak plainly about that day as well. We will examine what 

God’s word says about this day so great in its importance that it can be called the day.  

Now Revelation 20:11-15 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose 

presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, the 

great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was 

opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in 

the books, according to their deeds. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and 

Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to 

their deeds. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the 

lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into 
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the lake of fire. We have looked at this passage before in our study of the future. Then it was to 

learn what it tells us about the eternal destinies of men and women. Today we look at it to learn 

what it tells us about the great day of judgment. I am actually working backwards thru time in our 

study of the future. We have been considering our eternal destinies, where we may spend forever; 

but now I must show you what must come between this life and our eternal home. For most people, 

there will be three things. There will be death, there will be an intermediate state, and there will be 

judgment. For everyone, there will be judgment, and the courtroom of the Almighty is the last stop 

for us all before arriving at our final destinations.  

As we examine this topic today the first thing to note is the time of judgment. The day of 

judgment is consistently represented in Scripture as occurring at the end of this present age when 

Jesus Christ returns in glory. It will be the great day of historical consummation. Matthew 25:31-

32a But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on 

His glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him. Indeed,  Revelation 20 tells us 

that a day is coming when all those who have died before Christ’s return will be raised in order to 

face the Lord in judgment. The interesting thing here for you may be that judgment is not 

mentioned as occurring at the point of one’s death. Those who die face something of a waiting 

period prior to their ultimate judgment. Next Sunday, I intend for us to look at the state between 

death and judgment. For now, see that judgment day, which may well be longer or shorter than 24 

hours, will occur at the end of this age when the Lord Jesus returns and the dead are raised.  

The next thing you should see about judgment day is who will be the Judge. I don’t suppose it 

will surprise you for me to say that the judge will be God. Both old and new testaments make this 

point over and again, but what is distinctive about New Testament teaching on this subject is the 

affirmation that Christ Jesus will be the judge. The judgment scenes painted for us in words or 

images in the New Testament consistently portray the Son of God as the one seated in the place of 

authority and judgment. We saw that in Matthew 25. We see it in Matthew 13. Jesus Himself says 

in John 5:22 For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son.  

That is why Paul in II Corinthians 5, when he writes about the judgment seat, calls it what? The 

judgment seat of Christ. In his address to the Athenians Paul is quoted as saying in Acts 17:31 that 

God Acts 17:31 has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man 

whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.  In the 

same way Peter, preaching about Jesus, said Acts 10:42 this is the One who has been appointed by 

God as Judge of the living and the dead. Maybe you catch the tone of this which I think shows us 
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that His role as Judge will be the final exaltation and triumph of Jesus. While on earth He was 

condemned by earthly rulers; now He will sit in judgment over all. In His judgment Jesus will bring 

to completion His saving work for his people. He is our Savior and our Lord; it is only fitting that 

He should judge those who trust in Him. It is also only fitting that He should judge those who 

rejected Him. Their judgment will mean the total subjugation of all Christ’s enemies and the 

completion of His kingdom. In addition to the judgment by Jesus, the New Testament indicates that 

believers will also be involved in this judgment. Exactly what our role will be is hard to say but 

there is that verse in I Corinthians 6:2a  do you not know that the saints will judge the world? 3a 

 Do you not know that we will judge angels? And most of you must say, "No, we didn’t know.” 

Well, now you do. Christ will be the Judge and we will be his helpers.  

Now,  if Christ is the Judge,  that means several things worthy of noting. It means that men will 

be judged by One who is the Sovereign creator of all things. Don’t think for a moment that He is 

going to be impressed by your status or your intelligence or your good looks. The Lord is no 

respecter of persons. Secondly,  it means that we are going to have a judge who is holy, holy, holy, 

who abhors sin. We will not be judged by the great-grandfather in the sky but by the God who is a 

consuming fire. Thirdly, it means that we will be judged by One who is omniscient. That means He 

knows everything. There is no hope of getting away with something because the prosecutor isn’t 

convincing enough. There is also no fear that the Judge will make a bad call out of ignorance. 

Finally, this Judge is mighty. He is thoroughly capable of carrying out His sentence and He 

promises to do so swiftly.  

Next, let’s talk about who will be judged. The verse we just read tells us that angels are going to 

be judged right? Remember that there are angels who have sinned against the Lord. Hell is called 

the home of the devil and his angels. These spirit-beings are moral creatures and so will stand for 

judgment. Of course, the emphasis of Scripture is not that the angels will all be judged but that 

humans will be. And there is an interesting emphasis on the all in many places. We read Revelation 

20:13 the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were 

in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. And then Paul said 

plainly in II Corinthians 5:10a we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ. And that 

“all” very plainly means that believers as well as unbelievers will be judged. Those judgments will 

be very different in nature, but we will all stand before the Lord: Pontius Pilate will stand trial 

before Jesus, Judas Iscariot will answer to Him, as will Hitler and Stalin. It is intriguing to think 
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what some of the encounters in the courtroom will be like. But the most important thing for you to 

think about is your own judgment, for we are all on the docket. 

Next we look at what will be judged, or the basis of our judgment, and again this is exceedingly 

plain in Scripture. II Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so 

that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, 

whether good or bad.  Revelation 20:10 tells us about some books which are to be used in our 

judgment and presumably these books contain the record of our deeds for it says there 12de the 

dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.  Every 

deed is an indication of the direction of your heart as also is every word you have spoken. Matthew 

12:36  I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in 

the day of judgment. What a sobering thought that is! And even more sobering is the realization that 

even our thoughts will be brought to light and judged on that day. In Romans 2:16 Paul speaks of 

16 the day when, according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of men through Christ Jesus. 

In a word, the day of judgment is going to test the quality of your life in every dimension and will 

test it according to whose standards? God’s. The world in which you live may set up certain 

standards by which it measures you but those will not necessarily be the measure of Christ’s 

judgments. What will Christ be looking for on the day of judgment, and here I think primarily of 

the judgment of believers? Christ will be looking for faithfulness.® Soren Kierkegaard writes, "In 

eternity, you as an individual will only be asked about your faith and about your faithfulness. There 

will be absolutely no asking about whether you were entrusted with much or little, whether you 

were given many talents of silver to work with or whether you were given a 100 pound weight to 

carry. But you will be asked only about your faith and about your faithfulness. In the world of time 

one asks in other terms. Here one inquires especially about how high a command a man has, and 

when it is a very high one, then one forgets in one’s worldly astonishment to ask about his 

faithfulness. But if it is little, then no one cares. Eternity asks solely about faithfulness, and with 

equal earnestness it asks this of the king and of the most wretched.” (Purity of Heart p.209-210) 

Christ is not going to be interested in the positions you attained or the trophies you won or the 

wealth you accumulated or the human esteem you acquired. What the Master is looking for is 

faithfulness. More on that later.  

We move on now to consider the purpose of judgment, and here I find there is some confusion 

among Christians. Many assume that the purpose of final judgment is to determine a person’s 

eternal home. But this assumption is not correct. By the time of judgment the final destiny of all 
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men will have been determined. If judgment was to determine that then all the books mentioned in 

Revelation 20 would not be needed. All we would need is the book of life. But there are other 

reasons for the promised final judgment. Anthony Hoekema mentions three. They are: (1) To 

display the sovereignty and glory of God. In the day of judgment we will see more clearly than ever 

the beauty of God’s love for redeemed sinners. We will see just what and how much He has 

forgiven and we will love Him for it. Furthermore, the day of judgment will glorify the justice of 

God in the condemnation of His enemies. This purpose is central I believe, that God be glorified for 

His mercy and His justice. (2) A second purpose is to reveal the degree of reward or punishment for 

individuals. In recent studies we have seen that there will be degrees of blessing in glory and 

degrees of woe in hell, both determined according to one’s deeds and the judgment will announce 

this.  (3) A third purpose is to execute God’s judgment on each person. At final judgment the sheep 

and the goats are separated and assigned to their eternal homes, either the new earth or the lake of 

fire.  

A key element to all of these purposes is the matter of revelation or uncovering of many things 

previously hidden. Jesus teaches that a day is coming when all things will be made known, when 

the secrets will be secret no more. Luke 12:2-3  There is nothing covered up that will not be 

revealed, and hidden that will not be known. 3 Accordingly, whatever you have said in the dark will 

be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in the inner rooms will be proclaimed upon the 

housetops.  You think about that one for a while and it will have an impact on your life. What it 

tells me is that one day you will know all that I have said and done. I imagine that a big movie is 

going to be made of my life and yours too and this movie will be displayed for all to see.  I’m going 

to face publicly all that I have done and that means you will know my sins of thought, word, and 

deed. That means you will also see my secret prayers and the virtuous acts of my life. All will be 

known and I’m not sure what it will be like but I praise God my movie will be rated R for 

Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. My sins will be revealed, yes, but they will be revealed as 

forgiven sins and the glory will belong to Jesus. For now you remember this basic truth, that you 

are getting away with nothing ®.  The Bible says the eyes of the Lord are in every place beholding 

whatever you do, and a day is coming when all will see and know.  

So, that is my best attempt at describing final judgment in twenty minutes.  Now we take a few  

minutes to see how all this applies to us. The first thing to do in light of what God says about 

judgment is to get ready and stay ready. How do you feel about taking tests? That depends doesn’t 

it? It depends on what kind of test it is; and it depends on your preparedness for it. If you are like 
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most people there were times in your schooling when you were happy to take a test. You knew 

your stuff and you knew you knew it. When you are ready, the test is no problem. But when you 

are not, a test is cause for gnashing of teeth isn’t it? Now, God has said that on the last day there is 

going to be a test. The warnings are abundant and clear and the point is to get ready.  And to do it 

now. There is a tendency among us to put things off to the last minute isn’t there? In college we 

called it “cramming.” You wait and wait until just before the exam and then you get very busy. The 

closer we are to judgment day the more careful we become. Think of kids and Christmas. There are 

those kids, the closer it gets to Christmas the better their behavior because they know Santa is 

making his list and checking it twice. But that approach won’t work for the day of judgment 

because we don’t know when it is coming. Christ Jesus could come back anytime. Your death 

could come any time and with it the end of all opportunity to prepare. I remember years ago I 

talked to two men within one week of each other who had become Christians as a result of serious 

automobile accidents. Think about that. It sort of gives new meaning to the word “convertible” 

doesn’t it? But of course the car wreck did not do the converting but what did it do? It sobered 

those guys up in a major hurry and reminded them that the time to prepare for judgment may be 

very short.  Get ready now! And you do that, first of all, by repenting of sin, turning your back on 

it, repudiating it, and deciding to stop it with God’s help.  And then, as you turn away from sin, you 

turn in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ who gave His life and rose again that you might be ready to 

meet your Maker. The grace of Christ offers us a way to face death and judgment and eternity 

without the terror that most men rightfully feel. One of our hymns explains why so eloquently. 

“Thou art the way to God, thy blood our ransom paid; in thee we face our Judge and Maker 

unafraid. Before the throne absolved we stand, Thy love has met Thy law’s demands.” Unafraid 

before the judgment seat of Christ? Yes, it is possible when your best friend is the Judge. The 

Heidelberg catechism says “In all my distress and persecution I turn my eyes to the heavens and 

confidently await as judge the very One who has already stood trial in my place before God and so 

has removed the whole curse from me. All his enemies and mine he will condemn to everlasting 

punishment; but me and all his chosen ones he will take along with him into the joy and the glory of 

heaven.” That can be your confidence as well. Not because the hymns and the catechisms say it but 

because Jesus promises that if we believe in Him we will have eternal life, we will be saved from 

the wrath of God. Romans 8:1 There is, therefore, now no condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus. The One who is our Judge is the One who is our Savior.  
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But, I must warn some of you as well. According to God’s word, it is possible to have great 

confidence in Jesus as you head to judgment but it is also possible to be deceived. There will be 

many unpleasant surprises on the great day. Matthew 7:21 Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, 

Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven 

will enter. Jesus says that there are some who profess faith. They call Jesus Lord but their faith is 

not genuine.  He says they won’t enter His kingdom and apparently there are many in this group 

because Matthew 7:22-23 Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 

Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ 23 And 

then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’  

My friend there is reason here to search your heart with judgment day honesty and then there is 

reason to pursue after the second ingredient for judgment day readiness which is faithfulness.  

Faithfulness in the servant makes him glad to see the Master. C.S. Lewis writes this: In King Lear 

there is a man who is such a minor character that Shakespeare has not given him even a name: he 

is merely “First Servant.” All the characters around him - Regan, Cornwall, and Edmund - have 

fine long-term plans. They think they know how the story is going to end, and they are quite wrong. 

The servant has no such delusions. He has no notion how the play is going to go. But he 

understands the present scene. He sees an abomination, the blinding of an old man, taking place. 

He will not stand. His sword is out and pointed at his master’s breast in a moment; then he is 

stabbed to death from behind. That is his whole part: eight lines in all. But if it were real life and 

not a play, that is the part it would be best to have acted. The doctrine of the second coming 

teaches that we do not and cannot know when the world drama will end. That it will come when it 

ought we may be sure’ but we waste our time in guessing when that will be. That is has a meaning 

we may be sure, but we cannot see it. When it is over, we may be told. We are led to expect that the 

Author will have something to say to each of us on the part that each of us has played. The playing 

it well is what matters most.” Be ready by having faith and being faithful.  

Our second application is to leave the judgment to God. God is going to judge and that means 

that we don’t have to. This means personal vengeance is out of line. Romans 12:19 Never take your 

own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “VENGEANCE IS MINE, I 

WILL REPAY,” says the Lord. That person who has trespassed against you will answer to God 

someday;  what do you have to add to that? In addition to leaving vengeance with God you may 

also leave your vindication with God. If you are unjustly accused take comfort in knowing that 

someday you will be vindicated. I love what the great evangelist of the 18th century, George 
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Whitefield, said when he had been accused of evil motives. I am content to wait till the judgment 

day for the clearing up of my name; and after I am dead I desire no other epitaph than this, "Here 

lies GW. What sort of man he was the great day will discover.”® That can be said for everyone of 

us. The day of judgment will be preeminently a day of truth.  The mouths of all who speaks lies 

will be shut. The truth will be known about God, about Whitefield, about you. All those arguments 

you had with your spouse - we are going to find out who really said what. We will learn who was 

faithful and who not. We will find out whether OJ did it or not. On that day truth will triumph. 

Praise God! And leave the judgment to Him.  

Our third application is that since we must all appear before the Lord  in judgment we must 

fear Him and Him alone. There are people in positions of judgment in this world and we fear them 

don’t we? I mean, we are concerned to do right by the boss and by the teacher and by the coach.  If 

you stand in a civil court you get a little nervous before that judge don’t you? Well, the same fear 

and more is due the judge of all the earth.  And when I say you should fear God I mean you should 

care about what He thinks. You want to avoid His displeasure and obtain His smile. Everyone of 

you need to remember this simple truth - you are answerable to God ®. We know that up here but 

we often live as though we will stand trial before our neighbors or our families or our bosses. 

Friend, God is  your Judge.  Fear Him. He’s the one to fear. He’s the one you must answer to 

ultimately. In Jeremiah 10 the prophet is talking about idols and says 5d Do not fear them, For they 

can do no harm, Nor can they do any good.” 7ab Who would not fear You, O King of the nations? 

Indeed it is Your due! Verse 10 tells us why 10  But the LORD is the true God; He is the living God 

and the everlasting King. At His wrath the earth quakes, And the nations cannot endure His 

indignation. Now we certainly have some fear and reverence for human courts and that is fine, that 

is good, but it is the fear of God that must direct our hearts. It is the fear of God and the 

understanding that I am answerable to Him that gave Daniel and his friends the courage to defy the 

king of Babylon. The fear of God gave the apostles the nerve to stand before the leaders of their 

people. In Acts 4 Peter and John were dragged before the Jewish high council and were told they 

could no longer preach about Jesus. How do you think Peter and John felt at that moment? They 

felt like you would probably, they were afraid and trembling. But there was a deeper fear and a 

deeper love that motivated them, and with the boldness that an eternal perspective can give 19-20 

Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to 

you rather than to God, you be the judge; 20 for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen 

and heard.” Peter and John knew they were answerable to a higher authority. In I Corinthians 4 the 
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apostle Paul utters the same sentiments. 1 Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ 

and stewards of the mysteries of God.  A servant or steward is responsible to whom? His master, 

and only his master. 2 In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found 

trustworthy. Or faithful. That is our duty, and then Paul adds this footnote 3ab But to me it is a very 

small thing that I may be examined by you, or by any human court. There is a great Judge in heaven 

and a great judgment to come that puts all other judges and judgments in their place. Fear God and 

God alone. That affects how you make moral judgments, that affects how you will choose to spend 

your money and your time. It affects how respond to the assessments of others. When I stand to 

preach week after week I have to remember that what counts most is not what you think of my 

preaching, its not how many come back next week. I stand or fall as a preacher and pastor and 

father and husband and man in the eyes of my Master. In the days of King Henry VIII in England, 

you’ll remember he was the one with the many wives, the courageous Puritan, Hugh Latimer, was 

the court preacher. It was the custom of the court preacher to present the king with something on 

his birthday, and Latimer presented Henry VIII with a pocket handkerchief with this text in the 

corner, “whoremongers and adulterers God will judge,” a very suitable text for Henry. And then he 

preached a sermon before his most gracious majesty against sins of lust, and he delivered himself 

with tremendous force, not forgetting or abridging the personal application. And the king said that 

next time Latimer preached - the next Sunday he should apologize. Latimer thanked the king for 

letting him off so easily. When the next Sunday came he stood up in the pulpit and said: “Hugh 

Latimer, thou art this day to preach before the high and mighty prince Henry, King of Great Britain 

and France. If thou sayest one single word that displeases his Majesty he will take thy head off. Be 

careful what you say.” But then he said, “Hugh Latimer, thou art this day to preach before the Lord 

God Almighty who is able to cast both body and soul into hell, so tell the king the straight truth.” 

And so he did. When you are in positions like that remember who is judge and fear God. When  

you are tempted to lie at work tomorrow in order save face remember who is judge and fear God. 

We must learn to face every decision and every day in the light of that day, the day when God will 

judge the secrets of men thru Christ Jesus.  Let’s pray for that.  


