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FUTUREWORLD PT.17 2-1-15 

Eternal Glory pt.2 
 

(Ephesians1) Last week we began our look at the subject of eternal glory, which is the destiny 

of the elect of God. The burden of last week’s study was to show that the eternal home of God’s 

people will be the new earth, a restored and perfected kingdom in which God will dwell and the 

blessings of his presence will create a spiritual and material paradise. Today we continue with our 

look at what awaits the children of God. Once again today we will look at many different 

Scriptures. Let’s begin with Ephesians 1:18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, 

so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His 

inheritance in the saints. This prayer of Paul expresses my desire as we examine our subject for 

today. I want you to know the riches God has waiting for us! The riches of glory. Now you will 

notice that Paul doesn’t speak of the riches of heaven. As we saw last week heaven is not the 

normal or best term to use when referring to the eternity of believers. In the Bible our eternal 

dwelling is called the kingdom of the Father, the new earth, the new Jerusalem. And frequently it is 

simply referred to as “glory.” In Ephesians 1 we read of the riches of the glory which awaits us, 

which is our inheritance. That term “glory” is repeatedly used in that way, to describe what is 

coming for the saints. Asaph, in Psalm 73, says 24 With Your counsel You will guide me, And 

afterward receive me to glory. Romans 9:22-24a What if God, although willing to demonstrate His 

wrath and to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for 

destruction? 23 And He did so to make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which 

He prepared beforehand for glory, 24 even us, whom He also called. Here we see that those called 

of God are “prepared beforehand.” It could say “predestined” for what? For glory. He contrasts in 

this passage, the vessels of wrath prepared for destruction and the vessels of mercy prepared for 

glory. “Glory” is how Paul describes our destiny. Romans 8:18 the sufferings of this present time 

are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 21 the creation itself also 

will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  

II Timothy 2:10 For this reason I endure all things for the sake of those who are chosen, so that 

they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory. I Peter 5:10 

After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory 

in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you. In those last two verses we 

read of eternal glory, clearly denoting the destiny of the redeemed.  
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Now, what does the use of the term “glory” tell us about our future estate? It tells us that in it 

we are going to be honored. We are going to be magnificent, not the most magnificent or the most 

honored. Those positions belong to Jesus but we read that He has called us to share in His glory and 

we, you and I who love Jesus, will be glorious. Jesus says Matthew 13:43a Then the righteous will 

shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Jesus exhorts us, in this life, to let our good 

works shine; but He promises us in the next life that we will personally shine. There is going to be 

glory. But what does that mean? Glory is one of those religious buzz words that is not very well 

understood. And it is rather difficult to define. Glory includes the idea of status. of esteem and 

honor. It also involves one’s magnificence and power. It speaks of peace and joy. One thing glory 

will definitely mean for us is that we will have new improved bodies. We spoke last time of the 

redemption of the body. Romans 8:23 we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we 

ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our 

body. This is an aspect of redemption that is still to come. When you became a Christian your heart 

and your soul were radically altered. You became a new person, but your body was pretty much the 

same. I remember several years back this guy showed up at our doorstep hoping we would hire him 

to clean our roof. Somehow we got to talking about the Lord. This fella was a Christian and you 

know what he told me? He said that he could tell by looking into someone’s eyes whether or not 

they had been born again. That made me feel kinda creepy. I wondered what he saw in my eyes. 

But I didn’t believe him. The eyes may give away more about a person than his elbows but until we 

are glorified our bodies do not exhibit the salvation of God. But there is coming a day when they 

will. There is coming a day when the children of God will be obvious from their eyes to their toes. 

One day that plain-looking believer next to you will be so awesome that if you saw him that way 

today you’d likely fall down to worship. Imagine that! I Corinthians 15:41-43 There is one glory of 

the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in 

glory. 42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an 

imperishable body; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. See what I mean when I say we 

will get new and improved bodies? The one to come will be imperishable, glorious, powerful. We 

are not going to experience eternal bliss apart from physical existence. Instead our humanity will be 

fulfilled as we taste the goodness of the Lord in a perfected physicality.  Twenty years back a poll 

was taken that asked this question, “If you could be anybody else in the world for one day, who 

would you choose to be?” You know who the runaway top answer was at that time? Michael 
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Jordan. Why would so many choose him? Well, he had plenty of money, that’s one thing. He had 

fame, that’s another. But lots of people have money and fame. What Michael Jordan added to the 

mix was a body that seemed to transcend the human. And that’s what everybody wants. In glory 

we’ll get it, but we will outdo Michael Jordan by a long shot. Jordan has since that picture become 

old. Our glorious bodies won’t age. Jordan is going to die. Not our new bodies. Jordan used to be 

able to dunk from the free throw line. In glory, well, I don’t know what our new bodies will be able 

to do but it should be spectacular. When I’m in glory I’ll be ready to play some ball against 

Michael Jordan. He may not be there but I could play with Pete Maravich instead. But you know, 

what will be better than playing ball with  Pete Maravich? Playing ball with my handicapped 

friend, Shawn Casey, or with Rick Miskell. That is the exciting thing. The lame will dance for joy, 

the blind will see the face of Christ in glory, the deaf will hear the hallelujah chorus, the dumb will 

sing the praises of the Lord. Exactly what our bodies will be like I certainly cannot say but we are 

told they will be like the resurrected, glorified body of Christ. Philippians 3:20-21a our citizenship 

is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 21 who will 

transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory. The body of His 

glory. That verse says my body will be like that. Amazing! You may feel reluctant to talk about 

eternity in this way. You want to focus on the glory of Christ, and that is nice but let’s don’t get 

more spiritual than God. The Lord says we will be glorified, not worshipped but honored and made 

glorious like our Lord. I Corinthians 2:9  just as it is written, “Things which eye has not seen and 

ear has not heard, And which have not entered the heart of man, All that God has prepared for 

those who love Him.” Believe it. God wants you to know the riches of our inheritance in glory.  

Let’s move on now to look at a different aspect of that inheritance.  God depicts the blessedness 

of heaven in a variety of ways. The major point is that it is going to be really great, but there are 

different ways of expressing it that we are going to look at this week and next. Now, let’s think of 

our eternal glory as a blessed rest. When we are young we normally don’t like this resting business. 

Little kids would rather do anything than go to sleep. But after a few years we come to appreciate 

rest don’t we? In fact, for many of us “rest” is one of the most pleasant words we know. So, we find 

this in Revelation 14:13 I heard a voice from heaven, saying, “Write, ‘Blessed are the dead who die 

in the Lord from now on!’” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “so that they may rest from their labors, for 

their deeds follow with them.” This idea is presented even more fully in Hebrews 4:9-10 where 

glory is presented as an eternal sabbath. 9-10 So there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of 
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God. 10 For the one who has entered His rest has himself also rested from his works, as God did 

from His. That verse referring to Christ. 11a Therefore let us be diligent to enter that rest. That 

image of eternal rest has been quite popular through the ages of the church. Richard Baxter’s 

classic work on glory was entitled, “The Saints Everlasting Rest.” Our hymns pick up strongly this 

theme. One says: The Golden Evening Brightens in the West. Soon, soon to faithful warriors 

cometh rest.  Another says “Mid toil and tribulation and tumult of her war, she waits the 

consummation of peace forevermore. Till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest and the 

great church victorious shall be the church at rest.” But is this rest going to be the lounging around 

on soft couches that we read about in the Koran? I can’t believe that. It would contradict the other 

images of the kingdom. The saint’s everlasting rest is not to be found in inactivity but in the 

abolition of conflict. We won’t grow weary in our obedience any more. The battle with the world 

and the flesh and the devil is gone. There will be no more temptation. My desire and God’s will 

shall be one and the same.® Imagine that! How wonderful will that be? No more self denial, no 

more hesitation, no more internal conflict and no more external conflict.  There will be peace in 

every way. Pure, blessed, marvelous peace. Hebrews 4:9 So there remains a Sabbath rest for the 

people of God.  Praise the Lord!  

The next thing the Bible tells us about our eternal condition is that the curse will be removed. The 

curse is no more. And to understand that you would need to know that the earth is under a curse. 

Did you know that? This planet and our lives on it are not what they are supposed to be. And the 

root of the problem is set forth in the book of Genesis where we read in chapter 3 how the first man 

and woman chose the way of sin. As a result of that choice God pronounces a curse. He curses the 

tempter, he curses the woman and the man and the earth itself. And from those foundational curses 

flow all of the problems of human existence. And those problems continue don’t they? And they 

will continue until the Lord returns. Question: how many divisions are there in the Bible? Most 

people will say “two” - the Old Testament and the New Testament. That’s true and that’s one way 

to look at it; but I want to offer you another way to see it. Think of the Bible in 3 divisions. The 

first division is Paradise and that extends for the first two chapters. The next division is Paradise 

lost. That begins in Genesis 3 and goes all the way to Revelation 20. The final division is Paradise 

restored which includes the last two chapters of the Bible. What was lost in Genesis 2 is restored in 

Revelation 21. Look at what it says there 21:3 I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, 

“Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be 
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His people, and God Himself will be among them. God is now living on the earth again. The 

separation of man and God which occurred in Genesis 3 is no more. 4 and He will wipe away every 

tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, 

or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.  There shall be no more death. Where did 

death come from? Remember what God said to Adam about the forbidden tree? On the day you eat 

from it you shall surely die.  And, indeed, on that day man died spiritually and the seed of death 

was planted within his body. We became mortal. But I Corinthians 15 says the mortal shall put on 

the immortal, the perishable will become imperishable. There shall no longer be any death. The 

effects of the curse are gone. Revelation 22:1-3a Then he showed me a river of the water of life, 

clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb, 2 in the middle of its street. On 

either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every 

month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 There will no longer be any 

curse.  There are only two books of the Bible that mention the tree of life: Genesis and Revelation. 

After the entrance of sin in Genesis 3 we read this 24 So He drove the man out; and at the east of 

the garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword which turned every direction 

to guard the way to the tree of life. Sinful man was there forbidden access to eternal life but now in 

Revelation 22:2 the tree is back. The effects of the curse are gone. Paradise is restored.  

But the news gets better yet. Not only do we find that the curse is gone, we also learn that the 

cause of the curse is gone; and that cause, of course, is sin. One of the great promises of God about 

glory is that sin will be no more. Those who loved to sin will have been cast into the pit.  The new 

Jerusalem will be morally spotless. Revelation 21:27 nothing unclean, and no one who practices 

abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the 

Lamb’s book of life. But doesn’t the Lamb’s book of life contain the names of sinners? How will it 

be that there will be no sin in glory? Friends, something is going to happen to us. There is going to 

be a change, not only in our bodies but in our hearts. What sin remains when we meet our Lord will 

be burned away. I John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet 

what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just 

as He is. A day is coming when my still polluted heart will be made perfect like the heart of Jesus. 

And then I will be fitted for life in glory. Hebrews 12:23 mentions how the spirits of righteous men 

are made perfect. So, we will find ourselves with perfect hearts to go with our perfect bodies for 

life on a perfect earth in the presence of our perfect King. And everything is going to be perfect.  
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But that is still to come. You may have noticed that we aren’t there yet. And the question must be 

faced, what difference does all this glory-talk make in my life now? In the life we are living on a 

fallen, broken planet, in weak, dying bodies, with hearts that are still polluted with sin? I hope to 

offer you three applications of this before we are done next week. For today we will look at 

application #1 which arises very directly from God’s word. Application #1 is that since we believe 

in glory to come we are to purify ourselves now ®. You just looked at I John 3:2 which said we 

will become like Jesus. Now look at the next verse I John 3:3 And everyone who has this hope fixed 

on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. What this is saying is that our hope of glory, our 

awareness of the good things ahead, does not mean we just sit back and wait for the rapture. It 

doesn’t mean we passively wait for Jesus to come back and make us holy. John says that everyone 

who hopes to see Christ will right now be seeking after the kind of moral purity which Jesus 

exemplifies. It is interesting that so many other Scriptures say the same thing. II Peter 3:14 

Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, 

spotless and blameless. We look for the coming of the Lord but we do so by a diligent pursuit of 

holiness. That is what will prepare you for glory. We will some day enter a kingdom that is without 

sin. I assume that if that sounds good to you then you are engaged right now in putting away sin.  

Right? Isn’t that reasonable? You know unconverted people have very little reason to want to be in 

heaven. In heaven Jesus is going to be the all in all.  If you don’t love Him you would feel very out 

of place there. In glory to come there will be no sin so if that is what you are in to what is there for 

you to look forward to? God’s eternal kingdom is the ultimate of bliss only for the lover of Jesus 

who longs to be pure like His Lord. And the hope of glory motivates us and emboldens us to fight 

the good fight, to put sin to death for we are confident our reward awaits us and victory is near.  

Now all this raises the crucial question of just who gets into heaven or glory, or the eternal 

kingdom of God. Who will make it? On this the popular answers are very different than they were 

on hell. US Catholic magazine’s poll showed that 97% of Americans believe in some type of 

heaven and 83% expect to go there. Maybe our society’s most common opinion was expressed by 

the boy who was asked who gets to go to heaven. The boy said, “Dead people do.” Hey, think 

about that answer. For most Americans that is about all that is required to get into heaven. You just 

have to die. I agree with R.C. Sproul who said that America believes in justification by death. Once 

somebody dies they are immediately regarded as a saint who now resides in heaven. That’s 

sentimental and interesting but not very much in line with what God says. Listen to a couple of 
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Scriptures that give us lists of who will not make it into the eternal kingdom, and as you hear these 

you ask yourself how many people fit into these categories.  

And even more importantly ask yourself if you do. I Corinthians 6:9-10 do you not know that the 

unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor 

idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor 

drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. Revelation 21:8 But for the 

cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and 

idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the 

second death.” Put another way Hebrews 12:14 Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification 

without which no one will see the Lord. You see, there is a positive denial here. People who are not 

holy to some extent will not see God. People whose lives are characterized by sin and disobedience 

will not be in God’s kingdom.  Specific mention is made of the sexually immoral, idolaters, liars, 

drunkards, thieves and unbelievers. And I could easily make this longer by pulling in other Biblical 

texts. Clearly, there is a great number of persons who will not make it. The list of those who do is 

also interesting to read. Jesus taught that the kingdom of heaven belongs to those who care about 

their brothers, who do the will of His father, who forsake all to follow Him, who put Him first in 

their lives, who are pure in heart and humble of spirit. John 5:28-29 Do not marvel at this; for an 

hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, 29 and will come forth; those 

who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a 

resurrection of judgment. Now you read that and many other Scriptures and you are likely to think 

that the key issue is how you live. Were you good, or were you bad? That is the question.  

But there are a lot of you here who get very nervous when we read or mention those Scriptures. 

You want to remind everybody that we aren’t saved by our deeds, that we are all sinners, that 

eternal life is a gift of God that we receive by faith. And you are absolutely right. If we are 

righteous before God it is a gift of His grace on the basis of faith. The saints in heaven are not there 

because they have been good but because they have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. 

The basic promise of the gospel is that whoever believes in the Son of God has eternal life. And I 

can say to all of you here that regardless of how you have lived up to this point you can be forgiven 

and made ready for heaven simply by trusting in Jesus. That is all it takes. But I can also tell you 

that if you have no interest in holiness, if you don’t desire to please God and do what is right then 

you won’t be in heaven because you are still in your sin. What you call your faith is a counterfeit. 
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Real faith in Jesus, genuine repentance from sin, legitimate conversion destroys all those things that 

mark the inhabitants of hell and produces all those things that mark the inhabitants of glory. 

Obedience to the commands of God does not make you right with God, but, being made right with 

God by the work of Christ will make you obedient to the commands of God. Do you see that? 

Obedience is not a prerequisite for salvation but it is a post-requisite.  

But then there are others of you with a different problem but no less a need. Some of us are 

among the self-righteous. Why you are just so sure that if there is a heaven you are going there 

because you have lived a very fine life. Sure, you have your faults but you aren’t nearly as bad as 

most folks are you? My friend, the word of God to you is to repent of your self-righteousness, to 

admit that you too are a lawbreaker who has fallen short of the requirements of God’s law. The 

word of God to you is to trust in Jesus not yourself ®. Paul wrote in Philippians 3:9 that his goal in 

life was that he may gain Christ, and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness derived 

from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on 

the basis of faith, the righteousness, the right standing with God which comes from God, which is 

His gift on the basis not of works but faith. I have heard the fictional story of a woman who stood 

before St. Peter asking to get into heaven and Peter said, “Okay Mam, you can get into heaven if 

you have 1000 merit points, so tell me what you have done to come here.” The woman started by 

telling Peter how she had tried to do good all her life, how she had raised four children almost by 

herself, how she had attended church 34 times a year.  She went on for some time and when she 

was finished with her list Peter said, “Well, that’s great, we’ll call that one point.” “One point!” she 

exclaimed, and began to feel very nervous. But she kept going, talking about the time she had 

returned some money she had stolen and helped out the poor at Thanksgiving and given money to 

World Vision and helped out in the church nursery. And when her memory failed her St.Peter said, 

“Oh, that’s very nice; now you have two points, only 998 to go.” And with that the woman lost it 

and shouted, “Two point! This is impossible, but for the grace of God nobody will make it.” And at 

that Peter said, “Excellent that’s the other 998, you come on in.” Friend, you will never, ever, earn 

your way into God’s presence. Eternal life is available only as a gift you receive when you receive 

Jesus as Lord and trust Him as Savior. For those who do not there is outer darkness. For those who 

do, there is eternal glory. -Let’s pray and get ready to contemplate that around the Lord’s table.  


