
1 

 

 

FUTUREWORLD PT.15 

Eternal Punishment pt.3 

       (Matthew 10) Since the new year we have given over our Sunday morning studies in the word 

to the subject of the future. It is a subject of great importance since, after all, we will spend the rest 

of our lives there. And as we have seen the rest of our lives is a long, long time. Humans were 

made to live forever and we will live forever either in a state of bliss or in a condition of misery. 

The two eternal destinies of men taught in the Bible are commonly referred to as heaven and hell. 

For the last two Sundays we have engaged our minds with the Bible’s teaching on the destiny of the 

damned. We have seen what hell is, that it is a place of unalleviated torment and misery of body 

and soul for impenitent sinners. Last week we saw plainly that the purpose of hell was not 

corrective or cautionary but punitive. It is God’s way of punishing sinners for their rebellion. And 

today we come to our third of four studies on hell, or eternal punishment.  

    What I would have you understand about eternal punishment this morning is that it will involve 

degrees. What I mean is that hell is hell and for everyone there it will be sheer misery but for some 

it will be worse than for others. There are degrees of punishment.  Now, I would think that would 

be expected by most of you. Almost everyone is willing to admit that some sins are worse than 

others, that some acts or habits or motives are more evil than others and thus deserving of greater 

punishment. Our judicial system recognizes this to be true. There are misdemeanors and there are 

felonies. There is petty theft and grand larceny, there is assault and there is murder and the 

sentences for these things vary greatly. This was true in the judicial system established by God 

under Moses as well. Different crimes required different punishments.  But, for some reason, I find 

many Christians who think that everyone in hell will experience precisely the same degree of 

punishment. It is difficult for me to understand how that kind of uniform punishment would be 

consistent with justice. It doesn’t strike me as being right and when I read the Bible I find it isn’t 

Biblical either. The Scriptures affirm that some will be punished more than others. Let’s turn now 

to the Biblical evidence for this, starting with Matthew 10.  In this chapter our Lord is sending out 

his disciples on a missionary trip and giving them certain instructions. We will read just a small 

portion of this in 14 Whoever does not receive you, nor heed your words, as you go out of that 

house or that city, shake the dust off your feet. Now listen to what the next verse says 15 Truly I say 

to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than 
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for that city. We have seen in previous studies that the day of judgment is that hour in which men 

are assigned to their eternal destinies. And Jesus here indicates that the debauched but somewhat 

ignorant sinners of Sodom and Gomorrah will have it easier, they will have less punishment, than 

the inhabitants of those cities which reject the ambassadors of Christ. And this kind of language is 

used consistently in the Scriptures to refer to judgment - more severe, more tolerable. Matthew 

11:22 Nevertheless I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment 

than for you. 24 Nevertheless I say to you that it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the 

day of judgment, than for you.” And in Luke 12 verse 47 we find Jesus explaining one of His 

parables to His disciples. Luke 12:47-48 that slave who knew his master’s will and did not get 

ready or act in accord with his will, will receive many lashes, 48 but the one who did not know it, 

and committed deeds worthy of a flogging, will receive but few. From everyone who has been given 

much, much will be required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him they will ask all the more. 

Now again, do you get the drift of that?  We know this is in the context of a judgment. Verse 46 

spoke of the returning master who renders judgment on his servants. The servants who did wrong 

are punished but not equally so. One receives many lashes, the other receives few. There are 

degrees of punishment. Hebrews 10:29 How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve 

who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the 

covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace? Again, many will be 

punished by God in eternal fire, but some will receive a severer punishment, a hotter hell so to 

speak. One more verse on this. Romans 2:5 because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart 

you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment 

of God. The Scriptures speak here of certain individuals who are busy about the work of storing up 

wrath for themselves. They are continually making their judgment worse as they continue in sin, 

and the clear implication is that they have more wrath on Tuesday than on Monday and more on 

Wednesday than Tuesday. Just as believers are said to lay up treasures in heaven so unbelievers 

may lay up condemnation in hell as they await the day of wrath and the revelation of the righteous 

judgment of God who will. according to Romans 2:6 render to every man according to his deeds.  

Hell is the punishment of God upon impenitent sinners and the purpose of punishment is to satisfy 

what? Justice. Justice is what must be done. Men are punished because of their sins and the greater 

those sins in quality and quantity the greater will be the judgment. That is why the Bible teaches 

that men will be judged according to what? Their works. If heaven and hell were the same for 

everyone there would no need for judgment according to works. The King could just look at whose 
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name is in the book of life and whose isn’t and divide the two. But judgment is according to works 

to determine one’s place in the torments of hell or in the bliss of heaven.  

   Now then, having seen that the Bible teaches degrees of punishment, let’s see what it says about 

the basis for one’s sentencing.  What are the factors that would determine the severity of one’s 

eternal punishment? Another way of asking this is what makes some sins or practices worse than 

others. Thomas Watson, in his book on the Ten Commandments, has a wonderful discussion of this 

in which he lists eleven aggravations to sin, eleven factors that make certain things more damnable 

than others. On another day I hope to cover all eleven of his fine points but for now let’s just look 

at three. The first factor that will make one’s judgment lesser or greater is the extent of 

abandonment to sin. ® All men operate from a heart of wickedness.  None there are who naturally 

do right and seek to know God.  But because of the common grace of God there are unbelieving 

people who are more restrained in their expressions of evil than others. Their lusts have been 

bridled and their selfishness checked, whereas, others may give themselves over to their sin with 

greater abandon.  Most every believer is aware of the teaching of Jesus in the sermon on the Mount. 

Matthew 5:21-22a You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘You shall not commit murder’ and 

‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.’ 22 But I say to you that everyone who is 

angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court. Now a lot of people read that far and say, 

“Aha, see there, Jesus is saying that it is just as bad to be angry as it is to murder.” But Jesus 

doesn’t say that at all. He does say that anger is a sin. Jesus points out that anger is a form of 

murder, that lust is a form of adultery; but nowhere does He suggest that the thought is as bad as 

the deed. In fact, 22 I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before 

the court; and whoever says to his brother, ‘You good-for-nothing,’ shall be guilty before the 

supreme court; and whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell. What 

he says there is that when an angry person gives vent to his anger by cursing another he is more 

guilty than the man with bad thoughts. The man who actually assaults another would be guiltier 

still. Every man, I know, has been guilty at times of sexual lust which is condemned by Jesus in 

Matthew 5:28.  But there are some who have abandoned themselves to it and loaded their computer 

with pornography and visited the businesses that purvey it. Others there are who have sought out 

sexual gratification whenever and wherever they could find it. Some have done these things in 

secret and others have gloried in their shame. All have sinned, but not all have given themselves 

over to the way of sin with equal abandon. But the teaching of Scripture is that the more you sin, 

the more you delight in it, the more you cast off the shackles of conscience and law the hotter your 
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hell will be. I look at some people who glory in their greed, or in their pride, or in their perversions 

and I tremble at the sentence awaiting them. John Gerstner once said something on this subject that 

stuck with me and rings truer now than when I first heard it. He said that the sinner in hell would 

give the whole world if he could to have the measure of his sins to be one less ®. Think about that 

next time you contemplate giving way to your sinful passions. If there is no higher motive to keep 

you from sin let this one do it, that the greater your abandonment to the way of sin, the hotter your 

hell will be.  

    The next factor that will make the condemnation of some greater than for others is the extent to 

which you have negatively influenced others by your sin. Matthew 18:4-6 Whoever then humbles 

himself as this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever receives one such 

child in My name receives Me; 6 but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to 

stumble, it would be better for him to have a heavy millstone hung around his neck, and to be 

drowned in the depth of the sea. Here Jesus speaks of your influence on others and says that if your 

life and deeds lead others, here specifically “little ones” into sin then your condemnation will be 

intensified. We read last week from Luke 16, the story of the rich man in hell; and I want to point 

out something different this time. It is interesting to read in Luke 16:27 these words coming from a 

man in agony and hell. Having just been informed that no one can leave the fire in which he found 

himself and that Lazarus the former beggar could not come from heaven to relieve him, the rich 

man responds in Luke 16:27-28 And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, that you send him to my 

father’s house— 28 for I have five brothers—in order that he may warn them, so that they will not 

also come to this place of torment.’ Here this man in hell shows some concern for his brothers who 

are still alive.  He wants them to be kept from the same doom that he is experiencing. Why is that? 

Could it be that this man in hell was motivated by love? I doubt it.  John Bunyan, in his 

commentary on this passage entitled, “Sighs From Hell” argues that the rich man wanted to keep 

his family out of hell because he knew that their presence in that place of burning would make his 

hell ever more miserable since it was his influence that led them there. And I say to many of you 

that your condemnation will be ever more painful when you see your children and friends and 

subordinates following you into the outer darkness. You had a chance to influence them for good 

but instead you dragged them with you to hell and your punishment will be deservedly greater as a 

result. I hope that hits home for those of you in leadership roles. You parents, whose words and 

ways make such an impression on your children, are you pointing them to God by your life or are 

you dragging them with you to death.  Some of you, I know, are content to risk going to hell 
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yourself, but are you prepared to have your children join you in that awful place and point their 

fingers at you with hatred in their eyes and voice as they blame you for their misery? Great, 

fearfully great,  will be the torment of such parents. Great will be the woe of big brothers and 

sisters who were looked up to in the family and who led the younger ones down the path of death 

rather than the path of righteousness. And then there are those of you in positions of leadership and 

influence in the government, or in schools, or in business or in the church. With your position goes 

greater privilege and also greater responsibility. Your opportunities for good or ill are greater and 

so will be your judgment.  Church leaders especially are at risk here. When people are looking to 

you as an example of what it means to be a Christian, when people are looking to you for direction 

and hope and understanding, your sins, your hypocrisies will do greater damage to more lives and 

your punishment will be heightened accordingly. As a pastor, I am aware that if I fall prey to the 

evil one I take a whole congregation down with me. And, if I do that, I deserve greater miseries. 

It’s bad enough for any man to give himself to harlots or adulterers but when that man is a ministry 

leader the sin becomes that much worse. So we read in James 3:1 Let not many of you become 

teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we shall incur a stricter judgment.  The extent of your 

influence increases the intensity of your punishment.  

    Thirdly, the degree of one’s punishment is also dependent on the extent to which light and 

privilege were abused.® Luke 12:47 and 48 speak of two servants of a single master who 

misbehaved while the Master was gone, but they did not receive equal punishment and I want you 

to see why as we read 47-48 that slave who knew his master’s will and did not get ready or act in 

accord with his will, will receive many lashes, 48 but the one who did not know it, and committed 

deeds worthy of a flogging, will receive but few. From everyone who has been given much, much 

will be required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him they will ask all the more. Notice that 

both servants were accountable to their master, both of them were judged, both did things worthy of 

stripes, and both would receive stripes wouldn’t they? Both of them were punished. But the first, it 

says, receives many lashes while the second receives few. Why? Because it says the first servant 

knew his master’s will, the other did not. The first servant operated in greater light and 

understanding and still did wrong.  His guilt, his punishment is greater. What does this tell us? Our 

Lord says it teaches us something that is operative in human society constantly 48bc From 

everyone who has been given much, much will be required; and to whom they entrusted much, of 

him they will ask all the more. The point is that God will judge us according to the light and 

privilege He has given to us. When you as a parent find your seven year old and your four year old 



6 

 

playing out in the woods, in an area you have forbidden them to play in what happens to your 

children? They get punished don’t they?  Both get punished don’t they, but which one gets the 

stiffer penalty? The older child, because that child has greater understanding of the wrong that was 

done and because that child also was in the position of influence that we spoke of in the previous 

point.  

    Often the question is asked about the ignorant native in Africa. Will God judge that poor native 

who never hears the gospel preached? Would God send such a one to hell? The Biblical answer to 

that is clear. All men are sinners. All men deserve hell, including that ignorant native because he 

isn’t all that ignorant. Romans chapter one says that thru conscience and the light of nature he has 

enough moral understanding to be found guilty before the court of heaven. But will that ignorant 

native be judged by the same standard as will the member of North Park Church in Wexford who 

has not only the light of nature and conscience but the light of the Bible and the light of example 

and the light of teaching? Never. There will be a much more intense judgment for you who have 

been granted so much privilege.  You remember those verses in Matthew 10 and 11 where Jesus 

said,  “Woe to you Chorazin and Bethsaida and Capernaum because judgment will be more 

tolerable for Tyre and Sidon and Sodom and Gomorrah than for you.” Think of that? Here are 

these fine, moral, religious Jewish cities and Jesus says it will be better for Sodom in the day of 

judgment. Do you remember what Sodom was like? It was a town whose trademark was 

homosexual rape. It was a town so wicked that God sent down fire from heaven to burn it up but 

here is Jesus saying, "Look, comparatively speaking, it will be better for Sodom on that day than 

for you.” Why? Because greater light had shone in those Jewish cities. The Son of God had come. 

The gospel had been heard and they had rejected it.  

    Now let me say, by way of application, that this has great relevance for you. You may be a nice, 

civilized American person but on the day of judgment you may find yourself envious of the pagan 

idolater who had three wives and stabbed his neighbor and committed incest because your hell will 

be greater due to the light in which you lived. You live in a society where there is a smorgasbord of 

churches to choose from, where you can turn the dial and listen to a gospel sermon, where you can 

read God’s word and other Christians books as many as you like. And because of that, I believe I 

can say to you who still refuse the overtures of God’s grace, "Woe to you American Joe and 

American Megan, it will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in that day than for you.” For 

on that day all that light and opportunity will rise up to condemn you.  
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    Now let’s narrow it down further. Picture that man who stayed up late last night watching the 

late show. No thought that tomorrow is the Lord’s day, no preparation of heart and mind. It isn’t 

until noon or so that he  rises out of bed. He stumbles out the door to get his paper and then he sits 

in his favorite chair and smokes his cigarettes while he reads the paper and watches ball games all 

afternoon until the evening movie comes on. He pulls out a six-pack of beer as he watches the show 

and then heads off to bed until morning when he rises to grumble about having to go off again to 

the slave-shop so he can earn enough to get him to another weekend. You got the picture of this 

fellow? He’s the image of many American men this very hour. But you aren’t like that. You got to 

bed at a decent hour. You got yourself out of bed this morning and said, "I've got to go to church.” 

You ladies fixed your hair and dressed your kids and you are here listening to the sermon, singing 

the hymns, putting your money in the plate but some of you are going thru it all and you are not a 

true Christian.  You have never gotten down and repented of your selfishness and your pride.  You 

may have heard a thousand sermons but you’ve never let the truth break you and humble you and 

set you free. How do you think you’ll do at the judgment compared to our beer-guzzling buddy? 

That man sitting or sleeping at home this hour may have never in his life had a preacher talk to him 

straight about heaven and hell and repentance and faith but you have heard good Biblical preaching 

for years. When you stand there next to that other fellow on the day of judgment you would give 

anything to trade places with him. Anything.  

     How about you kids here? You go to school where there are kids whose parents don’t care two 

hoots about their children. These kids, many of them, don’t do well in school because there is no 

mom or dad to help them when they get home or who encourage them to try hard. They may be 

worried what they are going to find when they get home to be with a mom or dad who drinks too 

much or grows angry and abusive. But you, most of you kids here have parents who love you more 

than life itself.  They teach you and hug you  and pray for you and bring you to church. Few 

blessings in life are greater than having a mom and a dad who love Jesus, but with that blessing 

comes a responsibility. You are responsible to live in the light and walk in God’s way. And if you 

abandon it, if you turn your back on all that God has given you early in life, what do you think your 

judgment will be? To whom much is given much will be required.  

    One of the most awesome realities of the pastoral ministry is tied up with what we’re discussing. 

I labor as a pastor and a preacher with the awareness that the eternal destiny of men and women is 

related to my faithfulness. It is a great joy to think that there will be some in heaven whose 

presence there is linked with what God did through me. But it is an awesome thought as well to 
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know that what I do here week after week has made you more responsible, to know that all my 

ministry has done for some of you is make your hell that much hotter. Now, that is not my intention 

in preaching. My intention is that you would repent and know life. God’s intention in sending forth 

the gospel is that men would repent and not die.  But a more severe punishment will be the result if 

you harden your heart and refuse the invitations of God. When you get around the word of God and 

the people of God you have opened yourself up to the greatest blessings of time and eternity, but 

you have done something else. you have opened yourself up to the greatest judgment should you 

remain unconverted, or should you fall away. Hebrews 10:29 How much severer punishment do 

you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as 

unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace? 

Some of you are guilty of those things. You have insulted the spirit of grace by turning your back 

on his word, you have trampled under foot the son of God in whose name you were baptized by 

openly violating his word; you regard as unclean the blood of the covenant when you take the 

Lord’s supper and then go out and serve self and Satan during the week. More severe is the 

punishment for those who abuse light and privilege, for those who lead others into sin by their 

influence, for those who abandon themselves to their sins.  

   It is time once again for me to close. And as I do I would direct your attention to the 18th chapter 

of Ezekiel. For I here I believe we get a glimpse at the heart of God. He is a God of justice. He is a 

holy God who is angry over sin; but He is also a God who beckons lost sheep to come home and be    

saved. I read of how Jesus stood outside Jerusalem and cried, Matthew 23:37 Jerusalem, 

Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to 

gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were 

unwilling. If you wind up in hell, my friend, you can never say your opportunities were not 

abundant. Your Lord cries out and says in Ezekiel 18:30-32 Therefore I will judge you, O house of 

Israel, each according to his conduct,” declares the Lord God. “Repent and turn away from all 

your transgressions, so that iniquity may not become a stumbling block to you. 31 Cast away from 

you all your transgressions which you have committed and make yourselves a new heart and a new 

spirit! For why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone 

who dies,” declares the Lord God. “Therefore, repent and live.” 


