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FUTUREWORLD pt.14  1-11-15 

Eternal Punishment pt.2 

   John 3:36 He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not 

see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.  This verse of Scripture plainly divides the human race 

into two distinct groups and describes their eternal destinies. The one group, noted here as 

“believers in the Son of God,”  have, as their assured possession, eternal life, whereas the ones who 

disobey God’s Son face a very different fate. They will abide forever under the wrath of God. Last 

week we began to see just what abiding forever in God’s wrath means. We saw many Scriptural 

passages which proved beyond doubt that the fate of unrepentant sinners is the lake which burns 

with fire and brimstone, the outer darkness, the unquenchable eternal fire, the pits of darkness, 

eternal destruction and eternal punishment which is most commonly referred to as hell. In our study 

of this terrible subject last week we found from God’s word that hell is a place or condition of 

unalleviated torment and misery of body and soul for impenitent sinners. It is the destiny of men 

condemned by God. We continue today to examine Scriptural teaching concerning this as we 

consider together the purpose of hell. What is the unquenchable fire meant to accomplish? What is 

God doing sending men to hell? 

    As we approach that question I would like first to talk about what the purpose of hell is not and 

then we will see what it is. First, let me dispense with the notion that hell is a sanctified scare tactic. 

The idea of some is that hell may or may not actually exist but its whole purpose, either as concept 

or reality, is to scare you away from sin and toward God.  As some see it, God does not intend for 

anyone to actually end up there. He just created it to keep us in line. It is only a scare tactic with our 

best interests in mind. Now, that would be a pleasant idea were it true. Of course, there is not a 

shred of evidence in the Bible to suggest such a notion. What’s more, that notion undermines the 

veracity of God. From what we saw last time alone I expect you will agree with me that if hell is 

not populated then the Bible is not God’s word and Jesus was a grand deceiver.  Hell certainly 

ought to scare people into right living but it is the real danger of it that scares, not the concept. The 

second thing some falsely say about hell is that its purpose is to purify sinners and make them ready 

for heaven. This is precisely the idea of purgatory taught by the Roman Catholic church, but it is far 

from the hell of the Bible. In all the Bible’s teaching on hell there is not a hint of it being 

sanctifying. Godly discipline, Christian trials are designed by God to produce the peaceful fruit of 

righteousness. But hell is not discipline. Hell is sheer and unabated punishment and wrath of a holy 
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God against unrepentant sinners. Its design is different and its duration is endless. Thirdly, the 

purpose of hell is not to serve as warning or to provide sinners with an additional period of 

probation. Everyone, it seems, wants to believe that even if you blow it in this life its okay because 

you will still have a chance to get things together either in another incarnation, or in the tribulation 

period, or in hell. Surely, some would think, as individuals experience the agonies of hell they will 

be broken and humbled and led to repentance so that God will relent and let them into heaven. 

Again, this is a nice idea but completely unscriptural. Our probation never extends beyond this life. 

God says, "it is given to men once to die and then the judgment.” In Luke 16 we read the story 

about a rich man whom tradition has named Dives. He was a fellow living the playboy lifestyle to 

the full. Luke 16:19 Now there was a rich man, and he habitually dressed in purple and fine linen, 

joyously living in splendor every day. We know as well that this man ignored the needs of the 

worthy poor who pled with him for mercy, so that when he died he was assigned to torment. 23-26 

In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his 

bosom. 24 And he cried out and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus so 

that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in this 

flame.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your life you received your good 

things, and likewise Lazarus bad things; but now he is being comforted here, and you are in agony. 

26 And besides all this, between us and you there is a great chasm fixed, so that those who wish to 

come over from here to you will not be able, and that none may cross over from there to us.’  That 

last chilling verse speaks of the permanence of one’s assignment.  There is a chasm fixed. There is 

an uncrossable gulf between the redeemed and the damned so that no one may ever hope of 

changing his mind after judgment. One man has stated this well who said, "As death leaves you, 

judgment will find you, and as judgment will find you eternity will fix you.”® The point is that you 

had better do your repenting now. Phil Keaggy used to sing a powerful song about the subject of 

time. It said, When the Lord stops it, that’ll be it. Too late for apologies, too late to forgive your 

brother, too late to get on your knees. When the Lord stops it that’ll be it too late to help the needy, 

and most of all too late to turn you must face eternity. Hell is not there to scare or purge or warn; it 

is there to punish.  

   Having seen what hell is not, now I want us to see that hell is the divine punishment for sin. That 

is its purpose. Punishment! It is intended as an expression of justice. It is vengeance. Now when I 

use the word “punishment” I am not thinking of those other things I said hell is not.  Punishment is 
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suffering inflicted by a competent authority upon an evildoer as a satisfaction of justice ®. And 

punishment is the purpose of hell. The Bible is abundantly plain about this. Matthew 25:46 actually 

refers to hell as what? Eternal punishment. 46a These will go away into eternal punishment. In 

Matthew 23:33, Jesus says to the scribes and pharisees, 33 You serpents, you brood of vipers, how 

will you escape the sentence of hell? It is the sentence of hell, not the opportunity, or the lesson, or 

the painful blessing, but the sentence of hell. Romans 2:5-9 But because of your stubbornness and 

unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the 

righteous judgment of God, 6 who will render to each person according to his deeds: 7 to those 

who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life; 8 but to 

those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and 

indignation. 9 There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil.  Here 

again you see that hell is not an expression of God’s grace but of His wrath and righteous fury. It is 

not designed to persuade men to do what is right but to punish them for doing what is wrong. II 

Thessalonians 1 verse 8 says Christ will return someday in flaming fire 8-9 dealing out retribution 

to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 These 

will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory 

of His power.  The language here is unmistakable. This eternal destruction is not only eternal in 

duration but is the price paid for rebellion against God. The concept of payment indicates that there 

is a something to be satisfied and that something is justice. Hebrews 10 gives us another frightening 

word about the coming judgment. And this one should be especially alarming to those of you who 

consider yourselves Christians but whose lifestyle reflects little or no concern for holiness. 26-29a 

For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains 

a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and the fury of a fire which will 

consume the adversaries. 28 Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the 

testimony of two or three witnesses. How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve 

who has trampled under foot the Son of God.  Notice the language here again 29-31 How much 

severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and 

has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the 

Spirit of grace? 30 For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay.” And again, 

“The Lord will judge His people.” 31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 
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Once again this eternal damnation is spoken of as punishment and then again as the vengeance of a 

holy and offended God against disobedient creatures.  

   I think the basic point has been clearly set before you. Hell is the destiny of those under the 

punishment of God. How does that notion sit with you? A lot of folks hear that and think, "Oh no, 

my God wouldn’t do that. My God doesn’t punish people, He forgives.” Many there are in our 

society and in the church half-influenced, half-influenced by Christian thinking who believe 

punishment and vengeance and wrath to be beneath God. To punish sinners would be “un-

Christian” of God wouldn’t it? After all I hear, “to err is human to forgive divine.” And our 

inadequate view of God has led us to an inadequate view of sin and to utter confusion about the 

legitimacy of punishment. By and large we don’t believe in punishment anymore. In the last forty 

years our judicial system has undergone changes in this direction. It used to be thought that the civil 

authorities should punish criminals. And maybe even put some of them to death for their crimes. 

Now what is it that the government is trying to do? Rehabilitate them. Educate them. We look back 

at the Puritans who punished their civil offenders by putting them in the stocks or publicly 

whipping them and we proudly say, "How primitive!”  We don’t want any public punishment; we 

want to get the criminals off the street but not really punish them. We are so wise that we stick 

them in tax-supported dormitories at the rate of $30,000 per year per prisoner and wonder why 75% 

of released prisoners return there. I Peter 2:14 says that governments are established to punish 

evildoers, but we think we have outgrown that.  

    Our society has abandoned the doctrine of hell. We have abandoned the principles of punishment 

and we are eating the nasty fruit of doing so. Lawlessness is at an all-time high and the reason is 

that nobody is afraid to sin. I remember that, on several occasions, our daughters, when they were 

little, would pray with genuine emotion that God would save them from their sin so that they would 

not go to live with the devil. Our kids grew up like I did with a sense that hell is for real and that sin 

will be punished but, for the most part, that is gone in America. The fear of God and damnation has 

disappeared; and the church is to blame. The church is to blame! We lost the doctrine of hell first in 

the church. The salt lost its savor and the world is going to pot. Some of you came here from 

churches where you sat for twenty years without once hearing a sermon on hell. Isn’t that true? The 

church quit teaching eternal punishment and the world soon made a joke of hell. The word “hell” is 

used as a cuss word twenty times for every once it is used as the place of eternal burnings for 
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sinners. Thirty years ago you wouldn’t hear the word “hell” on TV unless it came from an 

evangelist but now you hear “hell this” “hell that.” We use the word so much the awful reality of it 

has been forgotten. And the devil just laughs.  This is one of his schemes. Have you ever stopped to 

wonder how God and hell and Jesus Christ ever came to be used among the foulest of terms? You 

hear somebody at work blurt out our Lord’s name as an expression of disgust and you ask that 

person, “What does Jesus have to do with this situation?” What do they say? Oh, don’t get so 

touchy Christian I wasn’t thinking of Him when I said it. And that’s exactly what Satan would want 

isn’t it? When we hear Jesus we don’t think of the God-Man who staked out his claim on this 

planet 2000 years ago. When we say “hell” we don’t really think of a lake of fire where people will 

be tormented. That is just how Satan wants it.  He has successfully persuaded this once God-fearing 

nation that hell isn’t for real. Most people don’t believe in hell anymore. Those who do think it is 

only for the really, really awful people only. A poll taken ten years ago asked if certain notorious 

sinners would be sent to hell. The highest rating of all went to Adolph Hitler. 22%, and I would 

note only 22% think Hitler will be in hell. Only 12% thought that Osama Ben Laden would go 

there, 10% thought Judas Iscariot would be in hell and only 5% thought Hugh Hefner was hell-

bound. I read that and thought, "Man, Satan has  sure done his job well.” To many in our society 

the views I am espousing on hell, views held historically by almost all major denominations, would 

be considered naive, primitive, backwards or even sadistic. This doctrine, more than any other, is 

likely to offend the contemporary person. I remember on two occasions, some years ago, catching 

the Phil Donahue show, the original TV audience participation show. Some of you remember Phil 

Donahue. One time a young woman stood to speak a word for Jesus Christ and when she was done 

Mr. Donahue, seeking to discredit her and embarrass her asked her a question completely off the 

subject. He asked this young lady, "Do you believe that all Jews who don’t believe in Jesus are 

going to hell?” Now that’s a pretty tough question to be asked on national TV. This person became 

very uncomfortable and tried to talk her way out of it. Another time I saw a Donahue program 

featuring Jerry Falwell when Donahue asked Jerry the same question. Falwell answered by saying, 

"Anyone who rejects the person of Jesus Christ will go to hell and that includes you Phil.” Ask 

yourself, why does Donahue pose such a question?  Because to him, the doctrine of hell discredits 

the Christian faith. I heard of Falwell, on another occasion, getting off a jet in Tampa and 

immediately having a microphone stuck in his face he was asked if smokers would go to hell. 

Falwell said, "Smoking will not send a man to hell; but it will make him smell like he’s been 
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there.” My point is this: Satan and his forces have successfully placed the notion of eternal 

punishment alongside the flat-earth theory. And they have done it entirely by propaganda devoid of 

any argument. Be alert to the faith-eroding influence of that propaganda. 

     I want to mention now two reasons why hell is necessary. First of all, it is needed to make life 

meaningful. Without ultimate justice this life is meaningless or worse. And without a punishment in 

the life beyond there is no ultimate justice. When you read about the Islamist State murdering 

Christian children everything within us screams out for justice to be done. We are made with a 

passion for justice and one of the greatest themes for novels and movies is the search for justice. 

When justice is achieved, when the bad guy gets what is coming in the end, how do you feel?  You 

feel at peace. You feel right-side up. But how do you feel in those times when the bad guy wins, 

when justice does not prevail? I, for one, feel sick. I feel agitated within. I cannot stand to think that 

persons can get away with their evil. And only the doctrine of hell answers to that internal human 

passion for ultimate justice. Consider the case of Heinrich Himmler who callously tore apart 

thousands of Jewish families, and sent to cruel deaths millions of Jews and many others. Put 

yourself in the midst of that awful time, that awful villainy and then ask yourself if justice prevailed 

for Himmler. Yes, the Germans were beaten. Yes, Himmler died, but he died without standing trial 

and without going through anything like what he had put millions of others thru. He died quickly 

and painlessly by swallowing poison. Am I to believe that Himmler experienced nothing worse 

than a shortened life? Can we possibly assert that the arm of divine justice could reach no further 

than to terminate this evil personality at the age of 45? Hell, and only hell, can meet the demands of 

justice.  Hell is necessary if life is to be meaningful. 

    Secondly, hell is necessary if God is holy. B.B. Warfield defined God’s holiness in this way: “It 

is His whole, entire, absolute, inconceivable and therefore unexpressible completeness and 

perfection of separation from and opposition to and ineffable revulsion from all that is in any sense 

or degree however small, evil.” And because God is holy He must and He does punish sin. Many 

will say that punishment is beneath God. Many will say that Jesus came to correct all those 

primitive notions about an angry God; and in saying those things many will show you how little 

they know of the Bible and its God. The God who is is an angry God full of wrath. Wrath is the 

response of a holy God to sin and there is plenty of sin so there is plenty of wrath. For a taste of 

Biblical teaching on this read Nahum 1:2-6 A jealous and avenging God is the Lord; The Lord is 

avenging and wrathful. The Lord takes vengeance on His adversaries, And He reserves wrath for 
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His enemies. 3 The Lord is slow to anger and great in power, And the Lord will by no means leave 

the guilty unpunished. In whirlwind and storm is His way, And clouds are the dust beneath His feet. 

4 He rebukes the sea and makes it dry; He dries up all the rivers. Bashan and Carmel wither; The 

blossoms of Lebanon wither. 5 Mountains quake because of Him And the hills dissolve; Indeed the 

earth is upheaved by His presence, The world and all the inhabitants in it. 6 Who can stand before 

His indignation? Who can endure the burning of His anger? His wrath is poured out like fire. This 

is the God described in Hebrews as a consuming fire. This is the God who says in Romans 12, 

"Vengeance is mine. I will repay.” And it all flows from the divine attribute of holiness, a 

dimension of which is His justice.  The word says that righteousness and justice are the foundations 

of His throne.® So, what is the purpose of hell? The purpose is to display the justice of God in the 

punishment of evil. The purpose of hell is to glorify God by displaying the justice of God in the 

punishment of evil. Look with me at one more verse on this. Romans 9:22-23 What if God, 

although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much 

patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? 23 And He did so to make known the riches of 

His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory. Here the apostle 

mentions two classes of men. There are vessels of mercy. These persons will bring glory to God by 

being objects of His mercy and love. But there are also vessels of wrath who will glorify God by 

being objects of His condemnation. One group demonstrates His mercy, the other His justice. And 

you, my friend, will be in one of these two groups. You will be an eternal monument either to the 

mercy of God or the justice of God. Which will it be for you?  

   Having seen what we have today about the purpose of hell we need to ponder some application of 

these things. And once again I offer three. The first is to worship God for His justice. ® This is not 

something Christians do with great frequency. We are full of praise to God for His mercy and well 

we should be. But to be Biblical Christians means we praise God for all that He is and does. It 

means we worship Him as the holy and just Judge of all the earth. We worship Him for punishing 

sin. And if you read the Psalms you will find David doing this over and over, honoring God for His 

judgments on evil men. And then in Revelation 19 we read of the saints worshipping God, singing 

Hallelujah to His name and look at why they sing. 19:1-3 After these things I heard something like 

a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power 

belong to our God; 2 because His judgments are true and righteous; for He has judged the great 

harlot who was corrupting the earth with her immorality, and He has avenged the blood of His 
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bond-servants on her.” 3 And a second time they said, “Hallelujah! Her smoke rises up forever and 

ever.” Here we find the people of God rejoicing that God has displayed His justice in the 

condemnation of evil. Far from feeling embarrassed that their God is a consuming fire the saints in 

heaven worship Him for it. Why not us?   

       Application #2 is to pity the wicked ®. That’s pity, not envy. There is a temptation at times to 

envy the wicked when they prosper; but to do that requires forgetting who God is. See men from an 

eternal perspective and it will greatly alter who you envy and who you pity. Ted Turner is the 

billionaire owner of the Atlanta Braves and several TV networks. Turner has publicly called 

Christians stupid.  Sitting in his box at Braves games, Turner is often held up before us as a man 

who has it all - wealth, fame, women, power.  From a Christian viewpoint is he one to be envied or 

pitied? Your view of eternity will largely answer that for you. One has said, "Envy not the worldly 

man his pomp any more than you would a corpse his flowers.” The Ted Turners of this world 

should be pitied by us, not envied. Here is a man who has mocked the Savior and his future is very, 

very grim. Pity the wicked. And if you pity them you don’t punish them. ® Romans 12 makes this 

point as clear as day 17a Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. 19a Never take your own revenge. 

Why is that? Because revenge is wrong? No! Vengeance is not wrong. The quest for justice is not 

wrong. But vengeance is not the right of the individual. 19 Never take your own revenge beloved, 

but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the 

Lord. That is the Christian’s confidence. If someone needs punishment God will see that they get it 

either in this life or eternity or both. And for us that means we can concentrate on mercy, even to 

our enemies. 20-21  But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for 

in so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 

evil with good. 

   Our final application is - since the purpose of hell is to punish sinners for their sins we who will 

escape hell are to be thankful to Jesus who bore our punishment for us. You Christian, in word and 

deed, should thank the One who saved you from the lake of fire, who bore your sins in His body on 

the tree. I hope you can see the connection that exists between one’s understanding of hell and 

one’s understanding of the atoning work of Christ.  Hell is what our sins earned us. Hell is where 

we were all headed until Jesus got in the way, until Jesus put His body in front of the arrows of 

divine wrath and He took the punishment for us.  Jesus became our substitute. Jesus experienced 

my hell, so the more I learn about the agonies of that place the more I am filled with awe and 
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wonder and gratitude for what Jesus has done. The more I peer into the depths of the pit the more I 

can grasp the height of God’s love. One of the reason’s I’m convinced we have such shoddy views 

of the atonement today is that we have such inadequate views of sin and one of the reasons we have 

inadequate views of sin is because we have stopped believing in or stopped thinking about the hell 

those sins deserve. Your view of hell, sin, and the cross are all tied up together. Many of you here 

will say, "Oh, yes Jesus died for my sins. Jesus took my sins away on the cross.” But you don’t feel 

the weight of that. You aren’t moved by that. You say you believe it but you remain ungrateful, 

without spiritual motivation, and the reason is that you have never understood that those sins from 

which Jesus saved you were rightfully taking you to an eternal hell. When you perceive from what 

Jesus saved you, you will see how much Jesus saved you and you will, you must, become a willing, 

loving servant of the Christ who died in your place. You will sing forever and ever “Hallelujah, 

what a Savior! Hallelujah, what a Friend!” 


