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EPHESIANS #90 5:23-33 12-7-14 

The Bride of Christ 
 

(Ephesians 5) In the month of November we looked at what the word of God teaches us about 

marriage. We have seen what marriage is in general, what a wife is to be to her husband and 

what a husband is to be to his wife. All of the lessons have been learned by means of comparing 

the husband/wife relationship to the relationship between Jesus Christ and His church. It is a 

beautiful and helpful analogy to follow. But today we are going to reverse the lens through 

which we are looking and we will see what we can learn from our text and from human 

marriage about the relationship between Jesus and His church. Ephesians 5:22-33 Wives, be 

subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife, as 

Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 24 But as the 

church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything. 25 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, 26 

so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 

that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any 

such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. 28 So husbands ought also to love their 

own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; 29 for no one ever 

hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, 30 

because we are members of His body. 31 For this reason a man shall leave his father and 

mother and shall be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. 32 This mystery is 

great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless, each 

individual among you also is to love his own wife even as himself, and the wife must see to it 

that she respects her husband. This is wonderful beyond words. How can we mortals even 

think like this? I feel we ought to take off our shoes. To think that we are described as the Bride 

of King Jesus. Incredible! Here and elsewhere in Scripture the church is referred to either 

explicitly or by implication as the Bride of Christ, as one who is joined to and known by, and 

married with Jesus. What is true of the church as a whole is true of each individual. It can be 

said of you in the words of Isaiah 54:5 For your husband is your Maker, whose name is the 

Lord of host.  True Christianity you see is so much more than a set of beliefs or rituals or rules, 
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it is a relationship with the loving God and a relationship of such powerful intimacy and love 

that it must appeal to the marriage bond as a point of comparison. The New Testament 

especially speaks of our union with Christ. That union is far more profound than the merger of 

two businesses. We are joined to the Lord as a wife to a husband with all the tender affections 

that ought to and often do accompany that estate. The New Testament speaks of knowing Jesus 

and His knowing us. Look at 31-32  FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND 

MOTHER AND SHALL BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE 

FLESH.  32This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church. The 

same oneness that we speak of as the goal of marriage is also the goal of Christ's redeeming 

work. I don't know about you but this seems to me to be the most fantastic  thing in the world. 

The very idea that lost rebel, hell-bound sinners could  become the bride of the eternal King, is 

almost too much to conceive. We could never do justice to it, but it certainly is worthy of our 

meditations today. So, let's dive in and see how the passage in Ephesians 5 describes the church 

as  the Bride who is saved by Christ, subject to Christ and sanctified for Christ and enamored 

with Christ.  

    First of all we see in the church a bride that is saved by Christ. She has as a husband one who 

is also her Savior. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the 

church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.   That salvation is also referred to in 25 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, It 

was by  His death in our place that Jesus Christ has lifted us out of our sin-soaked,  hell-bound 

condition and made us to be His bride. Before He could even be our Bridegroom He had to 

become our Savior to deliver us out of spiritual death. That we should be taken from so low a 

place and lifted to so high a  place a notion that grips our imagination. I think of a fairy tale that 

we all know that seeks to depict something of the wonder of it all. What fairy tale do you know 

that has parallels to this business of us becoming the bride of Christ? Cinderella! Cinderella is a 

great story, isn't it,  of one who was downtrodden and lowly being lifted to the very heights of 

honor and privilege. There are certainly some parallels to the story of the church, but some 

great dissimilarities as well. How does the story of  the Prince and Cinderella not compare to 

that of Christ and the church?  Most notably, Cinderella was an honorable, attractive, but 

mistreated woman until she met the prince. That isn't our story. The love story of Jesus is 

greater still because He loved us while we were wretched sinners. In the fairy tale the prince 

rescues Cinderella from a cruel stepmother and a rat- infested basement (cute, talking rats 
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though they were), but in the church story Jesus saves us not only from the cruel domination of 

an evil devil but from our own depravity, ugliness and guilt. Cinderella deserved good and got 

greater, but we deserved the worst and got the greatest. Forget who we were. We are now the 

Bride of Christ. Wow! What a title! What a place!   And it could only be this way because Jesus 

died for us. Nothing else could  make it so. We were in the prison-house of sin because we 

owed a great  moral debt. To free us and make us His bride Christ had to pay that debt.  Praise 

God He did it! Praise God the Prince of Peace died for His church.  

       If I could lay a little theology on you before we go to point #2,  please notice for whom 

Jesus gave His life? It specifically says He gave  Himself for the church, for all who would 

believe in Him. Just as the love of a husband is specifically directed toward His bride, so too 

the love of  Jesus. If you choose to say that Jesus loves all persons I will not quarrel with you 

but don't you see that if we are His bride His love for  us must be something special? Does 

Jesus love Christians more than non- Christians? Do I love my wife more than other women? 

Absolutely. The redeeming love of Christ that took Jesus to Calvary was His passion for  His 

bride. The popular notion that Jesus went to the cross to save every  single person is not a 

Scriptural one. The angel said He came to save His  people from their sins. Not all are His 

people. John 10 says the Good    Shepherd lays down His life for His sheep. Not all are His 

sheep. Acts  20:28 says that God purchased with His own blood the church and not all are  in 

the church. This is important to recognize lest we think that somehow the death of Jesus was 

less than successful. No, no. Christ said that all who were given to Him do come to Him. All for 

whom He shed His blood will  be saved at last and will become eternally His bride for the 

atoning work of Jesus does not just make salvation possible for all, when Christ died for His 

bride He made her salvation a certainty.  

       So then we see first of all a bride that is saved by Christ. Now let's see a bride that is 

subject to Christ. The subjection, submission, obedience of the church to Christ is the 

assumption behind the instructions  to wives in Ephesians 5:22-24 Wives, be subject to your 

own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the 

head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 24 But as the church is subject to 

Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything. Lessons there for the wife 

and for the church. Because He is Savior Jesus also is Lord, King, Head. I've mentioned the 

Cinderella  fairy tale and the parallels to it. Let's try another one, a fairy tale  from the 1960s 

and a love story between a Cocoa Beach astronaut named Anthony Nelson and a blonde bottle-
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dweller named ... Jeannie. What was the contextual plot for all those I Dream of Jeannie 

episodes? You had an astronaut who crash landed on a deserted island where he found an 

ancient  bottle. Trapped inside was a genie whom Major Nelson released from her  captivity. 

For so releasing her the beautiful genie gratefully responded with her total devotion. What did 

she call her rescuer? Master. The  feminists must hate that show. But the average American 

male loved this stuff. Major Nelson was the most envied man in America. But see that His  role 

as Master was related to his role as Savior wasn't it? There are parallels between the gospel and 

this 1960s fairy tale. In fact, the weekly plot on the sitcom grew out of the genie’s ambition to 

both serve the Master and enjoy the master more completely as a wife and that is eventually 

where it ended.  

       But Jeannie had a struggle every week didn't she? Just like Christians she wavered between 

doing her will and doing the Master's will. We smiled as we watched Jeannie's selfish goals 

place Tony in the most awkward of  situations. At that point the parallels end. There is nothing 

funny about a church that calls Jesus master and Lord and Husband but will not do what He 

says. That is one of the great tragedies of our age or any age. The church is called to be subject 

to its Great and Worthy Head but too often we ignore His wishes and directives. In the last 

decade, the mainline Presbyterian, Episcopal and Lutheran denominations, all churches that 

esteem Christ as its King,  voted that it was okay for men to marry men and women to marry 

women. I have a cartoon depicting a church board meeting, with a man saying, "Our bylaws 

specifically state that the will of God cannot be overturned without a 2/3 majority vote." And  

tragically in recent years in many churches the cartoon came to life. And it's not funny. It is 

tragic, but it is just a byproduct of the dethroning of Christ the Lord which happened practically 

many years ago. In some  places Jesus has to compete for authority with tradition. Tradition has 

its place in the church but it certainly isn't on the throne. That place is already occupied. Keep 

tradition and creeds in their place. But you know what? Most churches don't pay attention to 

their creeds any more than they  do their Bibles. Most of what goes by the name of "church" in 

our world is  ruled to a great degree by the spirit of the age. A friend of mine brought me this 

responsive reading from a church she attended with a family member while on vacation. In the 

beginning all was concentrated in one extremely small tightly packed pinpoint. In one great 

burst this tiny nucleus began to expand in radiant waves of light, creating space and time. And 

God saw it and rejoiced for it was very good.  And the first atomic structures, hydrogen and 

helium were born! Gravity began to gather the expanding gases into clouds, forming stars and 
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galaxies. And God saw it and rejoice for it was very good.  A fiery star and its orbiting planets 

began to condense from swirling clouds of gas; the Earth was born as one planet circling this 

fiery heat and light-giving orb. And God saw it and rejoice for it was very good.  For a billion 

years or so the Earth was bathed in ultraviolet light. Then Earth began to cool, a crust was 

formed and oceans condensed from water vapor in the atmosphere. And God saw it and rejoice 

for it was very good.  Deep within the oceans the chemistry of life began, from carbon atoms to 

organic molecules. Air was born and green plants and Earth began to live and breathe. And 

God saw it and rejoice for it was very good.  (They then cover the creation of animals, then get 

this) And one of these animals developed clever paws that could grasp with its fingers, and 

stand upright on hind legs; its brain began to grow ever more complex until one day thought 

was born. And God saw it and rejoice for it was very good.  And this clever animal Homo 

Sapiens began to put hand and brain together, to reach forth to gather plants to eat. One day it 

fashioned larger tools and discovered it could kill animals and eat them too. One day it took 

these new tools and used them to kill its own kind. And God saw it and wept for it was very bad.  

And the male turned against its partner, the female, and made her subject. He learned how to 

organize killing tools into armies, capture other humans and make them do the work; kings 

were created and also slaves. God saw it and wept for it was very bad.  And more and more of 

the wealth of the Earth was concentrated in the hands of a few, while the many grew hungrier; 

and the seas and the land and the air grew ever more poisoned. The Earth began to have 

difficulty breathing, for its lungs were filling with poisons. And God saw it and wept and wrung 

her hands, for it was very bad. This thing goes on and on like this. I wish  this kind of thing was 

as rare as it is bizarre. But friend, this is where so much of the church is - to one degree or 

another. And it will be  difficult for us individually and for us as a church to stand against the  

pressures but we must, not because we are slavishly bound to a strict tradition but because we 

are lovingly bound and gladly subject to a noble and lovely Husbandly Head whose name is 

Jesus.   

       On now to the third thing we see in our text about the Bride of Christ.  We have seen that 

she is saved by Christ, subject to Christ, and now we see that she is sanctified for Christ. Verse 

26 says that Jesus gave Himself for  the church 26a so that He might sanctify her.  The word 

"sanctify" means to make holy. It can have the  sense of setting something apart. Certainly this 

is what you do when you  marry someone. Your wife is special. You say that "forsaking all 

others I  will cling only to you." But there is another aspect of the word "sanctify"  that is in the 
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forefront here. To sanctify also means to purify or to perfect. After saying He intends to 

sanctify the church, in verse 26 says Jesus will do what? Cleanse her. Verse 27 describes the 

ultimate goal. 27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or 

wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.  You follow that? If 

someone is glorious, and has no spot, not even a wrinkle or any  such thing, we say that person 

is what? Perfect. Now, get this down on your outline. We have two sub-points under our third 

major heading and the  first is the perfecting of the church by Christ. This is His goal in  

salvation. He doesn't just save us to get us out of hell. He saves us to make us a holy, blameless, 

beautiful people in His sight. This is one of the plainest teachings of the New Testament. In 

Ephesians 1:4  it says that  Christ chose us in order that we should be holy and blameless. The 

goal of  God's choosing and the goal of Christ's death is a holy bride. Colossians 1:22 He has 

now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy 

and blameless and beyond reproach. Titus 2:13b,14 our great God and Savior, Christ 

Jesus,  14who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for 

Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds. What does that say the work 

of Christ is intended to do for  us? It frees us from our sin, our lawless deeds, it purifies us and 

it  makes us zealous for good deeds. Ephesians 5 gives us the same thing represented  by a 

physical image: washed, spotless, perfect. This is what Jesus is doing for His bride. He is 

making us beautiful. You don't have to look long to see that He isn't done yet. Not by a long 

shot, but this is what He is  about. He doesn't stop at forgiveness, He moves on to sanctification. 

He moves on to prepare us for our inheritance. He doesn't give Himself for us because we are 

beautiful but He does so to make us that way. Isn't that neat? It's magnificent.  

       Now one implication of this is that  if Jesus is working on His bride to make her perfect 

and pure, what should you be working on? This is His goal. What's your goal? I want my goals 

to line up with the Lord's. Dear friends, the perfecting of a gorgeous, holy bride is not just a 

pastor's concern.  This is the heartbeat of Jesus Himself. And you are to make His goals your  

goals. Beginning with your own soul and your own family are you striving to  perfect a bride 

for Jesus? We are hitting here upon a major motivation for world missions and for local 

missions. Why cross the earth to preach the gospel or strengthen a struggling church? Why give 

your hard-earned money to build up a church in Wexford or in Upawamga? Why spend your 

precious time working in the church nursery? Because we want to help get the bride ready.  

You know, if Jesus calls the church His bride don't you think that means He  really, really loves 
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the church? You know He does. Do you love the church?  Rick Warren says most Christians 

use the church but not many love the church. Let me tell ya, if you love me you have to love my 

wife. We are attached. We are a package. And if you love  Jesus, guess what? You love His 

church and, like Him, you give yourself to make her great. 

       Our second sub-point here is the presentation to Christ. The goal of Christ is to sanctify us 

by the word so  that one day He may say that He did present to Himself the church in all her 

glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but holy and blameless. The book of 

Revelation speaks of the marriage of the Lamb of God to His bride the church. The great 

celebration of the ages will be this wedding event. Now, we all know that in a wedding it is 

normally the duty of the bride's father to present her to her husband. But  here it says that Jesus 

stands not only as the waiting groom but as the one who presents the church for marriage. He 

will get her ready, beautified,  prepared for Himself and the greatest day of all history will be 

the day of  her presentation to Prince Jesus. The great doxology of Jude 24 says (KJV) 24 Now 

to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His 

glory blameless with great joy,  Isn't that an awesome thought? That we will be wed to Jesus in 

the presence of His glory and when we are we will be without spot or blemish, faultless within 

and without. This is some rarified air we are in now folks. To think that we are going to be 

married to the Lord Jesus. We will be his bride. To contemplate that is to know joy  

unspeakable and full of glory. It would be the height of blasphemy to speak  in this way except 

that God speaks in this way. Isaiah 62:5cd as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,  So your 

God will rejoice over you. (R) And will we  rejoice over Him? Oh what a joy will be ours! 

There is among new lovers a  powerful mutual delight. You look at two people in love and 

they're always making goo-goo eyes at each other aren't they? They are just so fascinated  in 

their relationship. They are lost in wonder, love and praise. That is  how God describes our 

future.  One glorious day Jesus will carry us over  the threshold and into a new level of 

intimacy and joy. Now, one may well say, "hey, I thought we were already the bride of Christ, 

why do we speak of the marriage of the lamb as a future thing?" We speak  that way because 

that is how it is portrayed in Scripture. In the days of  Christ, there were two landmark events 

related to marriage. The first was  betrothal. The bride and the groom are committed to each 

other, the  promises are made. But then, sometime later came the feast and the celebration and 

the consummation of that union. We live presently in the  time between betrothal and 

consummation. Christ Jesus has made us His beloved. He has  pledged Himself to us already. 



8 

 

Like Mary and Joseph, we are already legally  joined, but the fullness of that union still awaits 

us. Paul wrote in II Corinthians 11:2 For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I 

betrothed you to one husband, so that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin. You get 

the picture there don't you? We are engaged to the Lord.  The wedding date is set. We don't 

know when it is, but we are to live as if it's tomorrow. We are to make ourselves ready. I am 

reminded of my buddy Wayne at seminary. Just a couple of weeks before Wayne and I 

graduated from seminary I noticed  that Wayne was in the school's weight room working out. 

And I was  surprised. That weight room had been there for almost two years and I had  never 

seen Wayne in there. So, I asked him, "Hey Wayne, what's the  occasion?" And Wayne 

reminded me, that he had a wedding date ahead just  after graduation. Now, that's a great 

picture isn't it, of what is ahead  for us. Someday soon, we are going to graduate to glory, and 

right after  that we are going to get married. So, what are we supposed to be doing  right now? 

Getting in shape for the big day! We are supposed to be working out for Jesus. There is a Bible 

verse that says that isn't there? Philippians 2:12 says, "work out your salvation with fear and 

trembling." Isn't that great!  God wants us working out, developing our spiritual muscles, toning 

up the body  of Christ for the day we are presented before the Prince of Glory. Paul says, "I  

want to present you pure on that day." Christ says He wants to present to  Himself a glorious 

spotless, blameless and holy church. Paul's goal was  Christ's goal. I challenge you to make it 

your goal as you get ready for  the day of presentation.  

     So, we have seen that the church is a bride saved by Christ, and a bride subject to Christ, and 

a bride sanctified by Christ. Finally and briefly, see that the church is a bride enamored with 

Christ. ® We are to be a people in love with Jesus. I don’t know about you guys, but the top 

two requirements I had for my wife were -- #1 she had to be a Christian, pure of heart, serving 

the Lord, and secondly, she had to be in love with me. I think it is fair to say that Jesus has the 

same interests. He wants a bride that is in love with Him, that wants to spend time with Him, 

that is ready to adore Him for all eternity. He won’t be content with anything less and neither 

should we. There was a couple went to see their pastor for marriage counseling. After hearing 

of their troubles, the pastor suddenly arose from his seat, grabbed the wife and gave her a warm, 

passionate kiss. He then turned to the husband and said to him, “Sir, that is what your wife 

needs, about three times a week.” The stunned husband stammered and said, “But, Pastor, I can 

only bring her here on Mondays.” No-no-no. Too many are like that, they only show up once a 

week to watch the pastor get passionate about Jesus. But you, you run hard after a relationship 
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of intimacy and sweetness with your Lord. How I love the closing verses of a hymn by Anne 

Cousin on the glory of heaven. She writes (535:4)  

 The Bride eyes not her garment, but her dear Bridegroom’s face; 

 I will not gaze at glory but on my King of grace. 

 Not at the crown He giveth, but on His pierced hand. 

 The Lamb is all the glory of Immanuel’s land 

To gaze upon this king of grace, whose beauty will be our joy forever, is the privilege and 

pleasure and passion of His bride. This is the destiny of the real church. May it ever be so even 

now.  May it be the passion of North Park Church. God grant us love for the One to whom, in 

mercy, we have been betrothed.  

       As we close this meditation and this series of sermons let's stand and sing a couple of songs 

in  response to what we have heard. Let's begin with the chorus I Love You Lord, (We will 

dance) 

 

 


