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FUTUREWORLD pt.10b   3-30-14 

“The Millennium pt.3 

Last week someone sent me a little spoof piece from the internet entitled: How the Media 

Would Handle the End of the World. Check these out: Wall St. Journal - Dow Jones plummets 

as World Ends. Playboy: Girls of the Apocalypse. Ladies Home Journal: Lose 10 pounds by 

judgment day with our new Armageddon Diet. Not bad.       

We are in a series of studies called Futureworld. When we come back to this next Sunday 

we will move in a very different direction and will be looking at subjects surrounding personal 

eschatology, things like judgment and heaven and hell and what happens when we die -- those 

kinds of things that are less obscure and less controversial within the church. I look forward to 

that.  But today we must put the finishing touches on our study of the second coming of Christ 

and its relationship to the millennial kingdom announced in Revelation 20. Let’s read again the 

first part of Revelation 20:1-6  Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key 

of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. 2 And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, 

who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; 3 and he threw him into the 

abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, 

until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short 

time. 4 Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw 

the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of 

the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not 

received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they came to life and reigned with 

Christ for a thousand years. The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years 

were completed. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in 

the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God 

and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years. 

To review. We have seen that there are different approaches to the promise of a Christian 

millennium. Some say that this is a literal 1000 year period still to come, and that it will occur 

after the second coming to earth of Jesus Christ. For two Sundays I have tried to show that a 

careful look at the totality of the New Testament does not lead to that conclusion. It is my 

conviction and that of most others throughout the history of the church that the promised 

millennium occurs prior to the second coming of Jesus. “But, Pastor, if that is the case, if the 
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millennial reign of Christ is prior to the second coming, when shall we expect it? When does it 

occur?” And among post-millennialists like myself there are two answers given. One answer is 

that this millennial period will be sometime in the future, prior to the second coming but still 

out there in time. Folks who believe this way are called Postmil and are looking for and 

expecting a golden age of the church in which believers will dominate in politics and culture for 

a long time, if not a literal 1000 years. That is not my persuasion. I am persuaded that the 

millennial period has already begun, that we are in it now and that we have been in it for 

roughly 1980 years. You see, my particular viewpoint is known as Amillennialism or Realized 

Millennialism. With respect to Revelation 20 it means three things. It means we believe that 

Jesus Christ has already begun to reign and that reign is from His throne in heaven. Secondly, it 

means that Satan has already been bound, not totally, but in the way described in Revelation 20, 

so that he cannot keep the Gentiles, the nations,  in spiritual darkness anymore. Thirdly, it 

means that the 1000 years is not a literal number, but a figurative number. When the Bible says 

that God owns the cattle on 1000 hills, the number 1000 stands for a whole lot of hills and the 

same would be true of the number 1000 in Revelation 20, a chapter which describes the state of 

affairs in which we presently exist. Jesus reigns. That reign is not a then and there, someday 

somewhere. It is now.  

This morning I intend to be brief so as to leave time for the Lord’s Supper. Our outline is 

simple. Three major reasons to believe that we are in the millennial age right now. You ready? 

#1 Believe this because the New Testament  tells us over and over again that Jesus our Lord is 

King right now. ® The other views emphasize the future rule of Jesus;  the New Testament  

emphasizes the present rule. I could give you Scripture on this for an hour because if there is a 

central theme in the New Testament  it is that Jesus is Lord or King. In Matthew 28, Jesus, at 

the end of His communication with his disciples says in 18b All authority has been given to Me 

in heaven and on earth.  Is it going to be given, or has it been given? Acts 2 and the first 

Christian sermon concludes this way: Acts 2:36 let all the house of Israel know for certain that 

God has made Him both Lord and Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified.  Ephesians 1 verse 

20, speaking of how God exalted Jesus says 20-22a He raised Him from the dead and seated 

Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power 

and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 

22 And He put all things in subjection under His feet. All of  the verbs there are past tense. This 
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has been done. We need not wait for Jesus to become King and Head. He is King and Head. He 

is ruling from heaven right now. Certainly, as we have seen in recent studies, the fullness of His 

kingdom is yet to come. Certain visible expressions of Christ’s kingship are reserved for the 

future, but the emphasis of God’s word is notably more on the present reality of Christ’s 

lordship. As a result, when we read in Revelation 20 about Christ reigning we should naturally 

think of the here and now. We sing, “Joy to the earth the Savior reigns!” And we don’t mean 

that as a prophecy but a declaration! Let earth receive her King. He rules the world with truth 

and grace! When?! Isaac Watts who wrote that great hymn didn’t contemplate a coming 

millennium when Jesus would become King; he declared a present kingdom under a glorious 

Lord which would never be abolished. And related to that glorious realm is the restraining of 

the devil described in Revelation 20 and elsewhere. Revelation 20 and verse 3 says that Satan is 

bound to the end that He might no longer deceive the nations. Isaiah the prophet declared that 

the people who walk in darkness shall see a great light. My friend, the light was already there 

but the nations were under the covering of a Satanic blindfold. Under the New Covenant the 

blindfold is pierced by the gospel and the light of salvation has gone streaming into Gentile 

lands. That isn’t something we are waiting to see happen. It happened in the book of Acts, to 

the astonishment of Jewish disciples. After Peter had seen great fruit of the gospel among 

Gentile believers, he returns to Jerusalem in Acts 11 and has to defend the conversion of the 

Gentiles to his Jewish friends. He tells them how the Holy Spirit fell upon Gentile hearers just 

as He did the Jewish hearers of the good news. Acts 11:18 records their response to the 

embracing of the word by Gentiles. 18 When they heard this, they quieted down and glorified 

God, saying, “Well then, God has granted to the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to 

life.” Wow! This is what started happening when God tightened the rope on the devil and said, 

"The nations are no longer yours, I have given them to my Son.”  

On now to the second reason to believe we are now living the millennium promise. The Old 

Testament prophecies interpreted by premils and postmils as referring to a future millennial age 

picture instead the final state of the redeemed. ® An example of such a passage is Isaiah 2:4 He 

will judge between the nations, And will render decisions for many peoples; And they will 

hammer their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift 

up sword against nation, And never again will they learn war.  Some would read that and say, 

“See, there has to be a future time of international peace.” I say, "Sure, there will be a whole 
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eternity of international peace.” This refers to the glory of the new earth on which the leaves of 

the tree of life are for the healing of the nations. Isaiah 11 is another. 6-9 the wolf will dwell 

with the lamb, And the leopard will lie down with the young goat,  And the calf and the young 

lion and the fatling together; And a little boy will lead them. 7 Also the cow and the bear will 

graze, Their young will lie down together, And the lion will eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing 

child will play by the hole of the cobra, And the weaned child will put his hand on the viper’s 

den. 9  They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the 

knowledge of the Lord As the waters cover the sea.   

Again, certain Christian friends will say to me, “Ah ha, see there. These things have to 

come to pass. This can’t describe the present age. And it isn’t heaven because it's obvious these 

things are happening on earth. Therefore, we need a future millennium to fulfill such a 

promise.” How shall we answer that? We answer that by suggesting that such a statement 

reflects a misunderstanding of the eternal glory to come. Part of what is promised to us is the 

redemption of the earth. There will be a new heaven and a new earth. I thoroughly expect 

animals to be there - nice, pleasant, clean-smelling animals. It will be paradise restored, but it is 

an earthly, physical paradise. The confusion on what the eternal kingdom is like has led many 

people to buy into the necessity for a future millennial age when, in fact, paradise on earth is 

exactly what awaits the children of God. The meek will inherit what? The earth.  

Our third reason for believing that we are now living the millennium promise is the New 

Testament  teaching on the tension of competing kingdoms. ® Really this tension can be traced 

back to the Old Testament, even to Genesis 4 and the story of Cain and Abel. Cain killed his 

righteous brother and it became apparent early in human history that the children of light and 

the children of darkness would maintain an uncomfortable joint habitation of the planet. The 

Scriptures do not describe the domination of one group by the other. For eternity they will be 

separate. Each group will go to their own place.  But, until the end, both races of men, the 

redeemed and the lost, coexist. The proposition of a future golden age of Christian dominance 

before the Lord returns just doesn’t fit the rest of Scripture. We are told to expect tribulation. II 

Timothy 3:12 says that all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.                     

II Thessalonians 1:6-7 For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who 

afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus 

will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire. This indicates that there 
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will still be tensions on the earth when Jesus returns doesn’t it? There is a very helpful parable 

in Matthew 13 which gives us great insight into what kind of world we can expect to inhabit 

during this new covenant age. Matthew 13:33 He spoke another parable to them, “The kingdom 

of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three pecks of flour until it was all 

leavened.”  There the kingdom of God is compared to leaven in that it has the capacity to 

spread and to widely influence. Some postmils look at that and say, “See, the kingdom of God 

is going to someday dominate the world, even before Christ comes.” I don’t think so. Great 

influence - yes. Domination - no. If you have ever heard some Christians referred to as being 

reconstructionists or holding to a dominion theology this is usually what is in view. Post-mils 

are often looking for and expecting  the church to take over. I appreciate their optimism.  I 

appreciate that they want Christians to step up to the plate and make a difference in politics. I 

believe we can have a greater influence than we do. We ought to. But, I don’t see in Scripture a 

promise of total world dominance prior to the second coming. Instead, I read this in Matthew 

13:24-30 Jesus presented another parable to them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while his men were sleeping, his 

enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went away. 26 But when the wheat 

sprouted and bore grain, then the tares became evident also. 27 The slaves of the landowner 

came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have 

tares?’ 28 And he said to them, ‘An enemy has done this!’ The slaves *said to him, ‘Do you 

want us, then, to go and gather them up?’ 29 But he said, ‘No; for while you are gathering up 

the tares, you may uproot the wheat with them. 30 Allow both to grow together until the 

harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, “First gather up the tares and 

bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the wheat into my barn.”’” You see what 

Jesus is saying there? You don’t have to guess the meaning. It is supplied. 36-40 Then He left 

the crowds and went into the house. And His disciples came to Him and said, “Explain to us the 

parable of the tares of the field.” 37 And He said, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son 

of Man, 38 and the field is the world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the 

kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one; 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the 

devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels. 40 So just as the tares 

are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age.  Yes, we know what 

will happen then. But until then what is the situation? Not paradise on earth, but weeds and 
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thorns, the sons of the kingdom living among the sons of evil. There is no indication of one 

becoming dominant. Both grow up. The kingdom of God may mature and advance right 

alongside the kingdom of darkness. If you ask whether the world is better or worse, spiritually 

speaking, than it was fifty years ago more people would say worse than better, but I don’t think 

we can say either. The church of Christ has never grown like it has in the last 50 years. There is 

a higher percentage of Christians on earth now than at any time in history. But, along with that, 

the parallel kingdom of evil has advanced as well so that evil is more prominent and vigorous. 

As a sports fan I see dual trends. On the one hand you have players beating their women, doing 

cocaine, getting away with it and gloating over it. On the other hand there are more athletes 

than ever talking boldly not only about God but about Jesus. Premillennialism says the world 

will just get worse and worse until the rapture. Postmillennialism says it will only get better. 

The Amil view fits the reality that it is getting better and worse at the same time as the wheat 

grows with the tares until the end. The kingdom of God is a present reality. But that kingdom is 

not a political reality. It affects politics - don’t get me wrong. It surely does. And all 

governments are accountable to Christ. But His kingdom is essentially spiritual and in the 

hearts of His followers. Remember the conversation between Pilate and Jesus? Look at it in 

John 18:33-36a Therefore Pilate entered again into the Praetorium, and summoned Jesus and 

said to Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Are you saying this on your 

own initiative, or did others tell you about Me?” 35 Pilate answered, “I am not a Jew, am I? 

Your own nation and the chief priests delivered You to me; what have You done?” 36 Jesus 

answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, then My 

servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My 

kingdom is not of this realm.” He admits He’s a king! He has a kingdom. But he describes it for 

Pilate as if to say, “I am no threat to your Caesar.” 36-37 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, then My servants would be fighting so that I 

would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.” Therefore 

Pilate said to Him, “So You are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say correctly that I am a king. 

For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify to the truth. 

Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” That is why the kingdom of God and the political 

kingdoms of men can and will exist side by side, albeit with great tension, until the day when 
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Jesus says, “Enough!” And the kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our God and of 

His Christ.  

So then, we don’t see Jesus sitting on any earthly thrones. We don’t need to. He sits on the 

throne in heaven, ruling over His kingdom now, keeping Satan in check and advancing his 

work in the world by building His church. Someday every eye will see His glory and majesty. If 

you are a Christian you are privileged to see it now with the eyes of faith. What’s more, you are 

invited to share in the riches of the king’s table. I love the Old Testament story of 

Mephibosheth. He was the crippled son of Saul who was terrified when David, the new king, 

called for him. Expecting to be killed as the only living descendant of the former monarch, 

Mephibosheth was blown away to hear words of grace instead. II Samuel 9:7 David said to 

him, “Do not fear, for I will surely show kindness to you for the sake of your father Jonathan, 

and will restore to you all the land of your grandfather Saul; and you shall eat at my table 

regularly.” Verse 11 says he did eat at the kings table as one of the king’s sons. Incredible isn’t 

it? God has said to us, “I will surely show kindness to you for the sake of my son Jesus. I will 

restore to you all the land of your father Adam and you shall eat at my table regularly.” 

Mephibosheth said 8 What is your servant, that you should regard a dead dog like me? From 

the lowest place to the highest place - that is what our Lord does for us. The one who even now 

is King invites us to eat with him at His table. Let’s pray and prepare ourselves for the Lord’s 

Supper. 

 

 


