
Five Approaches to Understanding Revelation: 
 

1. Preterist- This perspective seeks to view the book from a first 

century perspective. The major prophecies of the book would have 

been fulfilled in the fall of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. 

2. Historicist- This perspective sees the book as a forecast of the course of 

history including the developments in the church to the present day. 

3. Futurist- This perspective emphasizes the final victory of God and 

sees everything after Rev. 4:1 as being still ahead in the future. 

4. Idealist- Sees all as symbolic and unrelated to actual history. It is a 

poem that sets forth the struggle of God and evil. 

5. Progressive Parallelism- Sees seven sections of the book, each of 

which span the entire gospel dispensation from the first to the second 

coming of Christ. This period is viewed from different angles in 

different sections of the book. 
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I.  The Interpretation of Revelation as P___________________ Parallelism 

 vs. Continual Chronology 

 

II.  The 1,000 Years -- literal or figurative? 

 

III. The B____________________ of Satan 

 A. Bound at the _________________ coming of Christ 

         B. Bound so as not to d_________________ the n__________________ 

 

IV. The Reign of Jesus and His Saints 

         A. The place of this reign is h______________________ 

         B. The character of this reign 

      C. The partcipants in it -- those who have died faithful to Jesus 

 

V.  The Plainer Realities of Revelation 20 
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Four Views of the Millennium: 
 

1. Dispensational Pre-Millennialism- Christ returns to rapture the church 

seven years before the Millennium. 

2. Historic Pre-Millennialism- Christ returns to set up Millennial Reign. 

3. Amillennialism- teaches that we live now in the millennium (not literal 

1,000 years). Asserts that the binding of Satan and Reign of Jesus has 

occurred already. 

4. Post-Millennialism- similar to number 3 but projects a future golden 

age of Christianity before Jesus returns. 

 

Note: There are variations within each of these groups. 



Scripture References:  

Revelation 11:18 The nations were enraged, and Your wrath came, 

and the time came for the dead to be judged, and the time to reward 

Your bond-servants the prophets and the saints and those who fear 

Your name, the small and the great, and to destroy those who destroy 

the earth.  

Revelation 12:5 She gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule 

all the nations with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to 

God and to His throne.  

Revelation 20:1-4 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, 

holding the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. 2And he 

laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and 

Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; 3and he threw him into 

the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not 

deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were 

completed; after these things he must be released for a short time. 
4Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given 

to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded 

because of their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, 

and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had 

not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they 

came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5The rest 

of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were 

completed. This is the first resurrection. 6Blessed and holy is the 

one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second 

death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ 

and will reign with Him for a thousand years. 

Matthew 12:28-29 But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, 

then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 29Or how can anyone 

enter the strong man’s house and carry off his property, unless he 

first binds the strong man? And then he will plunder his house.  

Luke 10:17-18 The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even 

the demons are subject to us in Your name.” 18And He said to them, 

“I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning.  

John 12:31-32 Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of 

this world will be cast out. 32And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, 

will draw all men to Myself.  

Revelation 12:9 The great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of 

old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole 

world; he was thrown down to the earth.  

Revelation 4:2-4 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a 

throne was standing in heaven, and One sitting on the throne. 3And 

He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a sardius in 

appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, like an 

emerald in appearance. 4Around the throne were twenty-four 

thrones; and upon the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, 

clothed in white garments, and golden crowns on their heads.  

Revelation 4:13 The sea gave up the dead which were in it, and 

death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they 

were judged, every one of them according to their deeds.  

Revelation 20:7-15 When the thousand years are completed, Satan 

will be released from his prison, 8and will come out to deceive the 

nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, 

to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the 

sand of the seashore. 9And they came up on the broad plain of the 

earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, 

and fire came down from heaven and devoured them. 10The devil 

who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, 

where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be 

tormented day and night forever and ever.11Then I saw a great 

white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth 

and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. 12And I 

saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, 

and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is 

the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which 

were written in the books, according to their deeds. 13And the sea 

gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up 

the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of 

them according to their deeds. 14Then death and Hades were 

thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of 

fire. 15And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of 

life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.  


