
1 

 

FUTUREWORLD pt.8 3-2-14 

Rapture pt.2: When, How and Why  

(I Thessalonians 4) Richard DeHaan, in his radio Bible class, once said this:  One of these 

days...those who have pled with you, who have warned you, who have prayed for you, will be 

missing. The preacher will be gone, mother will be gone, wife will be gone, and baby’s crib will be 

found empty. Oh what an awakening that is going to be! Imagine getting up some morning and 

your wife is not there, and you call for her, but there is no answer. You go downstairs, but she is 

not there. You call upstairs to daughter asking where mother is, but no answer from her. Daughter 

too is gone. You ring the police, but the line is busy. Thousands are calling up, jamming the lines. 

You rush out of doors and bump into your partying pal. He is white as a sheet and he stammers a 

few words, "my wife is gone. My brother is gone, and I don’t know where they are.” Down the 

street runs a woman shrieking, ‘Someone has kidnapped my baby!’ and in a moment the streets are 

full of people, weeping, crying, and howling over the disappearance of loved ones. What has 

happened? The Lord has come like a thief in the night. He has quietly stolen away those who 

trusted him and no one is left behind to warn you any more. (Boettner p.172)  Now that is some 

pretty dramatic stuff isn’t it? It is meant to be a description of what things will be like after the 

church is taken up out of the world to be with Jesus. This event, which is described for us in  

I Thessalonians 4, is commonly referred to as the rapture. We began last time to look at what the 

Bible teaches concerning this event and will complete our study this morning. 13  But we do not 

want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do 

the rest who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will 

bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the 

Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who 

have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 

of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who 

are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, 

and so we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.   

I Thessalonians 5:1-3 Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything 

to be written to you. 2 For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like 

a thief in the night. 3 While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” then destruction will come upon 

them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape.   
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    Before we move on to new ground let's look in the rear-view mirror for a bit. Over the previous 

two Sundays of our study we have looked at what Jesus is going to do when He returns to earth.  

We have seen that He is coming to complete what He began in His first coming by fully 

establishing the kingdom of God on earth.  In doing this, He will return to judge all men, 

condemning those who rejected Him and rewarding with perfected bodies and eternal glory all 

those who love Him. One of the things we read will happen in the midst of all this is what we have 

just read in I Thessalonians 4 - the rapture of the church.  And about this particular event there 

exists considerable debate among Christians in our day. A new perspective on the end times has 

emerged in the last century and has become quite popular among Bible-believers in the US. It may 

be labeled as pretribulational or dispensational premillenialism; and what it teaches is that when 

Jesus returns He will not descend all the way to earth but will stop somewhere in the heavenlies and 

rapture or catch away quietly and suddenly all the born-again believers. Then, over the next seven 

years, Jesus will judge and reward these saints while God sends seven years of terrible tribulation 

on those who are left behind on earth  After this seven year period will come the second stage of 

Christ’s return. Jesus and His followers will descend to earth and establish the kingdom of God, 

which is a 1000 year reign of Jesus over the whole earth from the throne of David in physical 

Jerusalem. At the end of this 1000 years many will revolt against the Messiah. They will attempt to 

defeat Him but will be crushed by Jesus who will then judge the unbelievers and set up His eternal 

kingdom. Now that is quite an elaborate scheme and may be hard for you to understand very 

quickly. But it is an understanding of the end held by many dear Christians who love God’s word. 

It is a position held by some in our own church.  But I am persuaded that it does not accurately 

reflect what the Bible asserts. In order to teach with precision about Christ’s coming and the rapture 

we began last time to discuss the what, who, when, how and why of the rapture. We made it thru 

the second point only.  

   The rapture is described in verse 16 and 17 of I Thessalonians 4. It involves the involuntary rising 

of one’s body off the ground and into the air to be with Jesus at His coming. The Scriptures tell us 

that those who will be raptured are those who are in Christ, who are His elect, who believe in Him. 

Among these, the dead will rise first. That is, they, in a renewed and reconstituted body, will be 

raised up and taken up to meet the Lord in the air, after which the saints still alive when Jesus 

comes will join them. That is the what and who of the rapture, and so far most all of my 

dispensational brethren will find themselves in agreement with what I have presented. The 
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theological rift has occured over the matters we cover today, namely the when and how and why of 

the rapture. I must ask you this morning to put on your thinking caps and prepare to engage in some 

serious Bible study.  

   Let’s look at the when of the rapture. Since the Bible warns us against naming days and hours all 

I will do is try to locate the rapture in the foretold schedule of future events.  For this we will need 

to look at several texts. I Thessalonians 4 verse 15 says it will be at the coming of the Lord. The 

natural reading of that is that it will occur when Jesus comes to where? To the earth. Verse 16 says 

it happens when the Lord descends from heaven, not to heaven but from it to the earth  This event, 

which pretrib teachers say is secret, verse 16 says is marked by shouting and trumpets and the 

resurrection of dead bodies. A few verses later we are told that it will occur at a time when many 

don’t expect it. 3ab While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” then destruction will come upon 

them. 2  you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the 

night.  This event then is equated with the day of the Lord.  Dispensational teaching typically 

distinguishes between the rapture and the day of the Lord, but there is no basis for that distinction. 

Paul here is talking about the coming of Christ, the day of the Lord, which the New Testament says 

will come like a thief in that it will be unexpected and sudden. II Peter 3:10 the day of the Lord will 

come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be 

destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.  Hardly your ordinary 

day on planet earth  This day will mark the end of the world as we know it. So, the rapture is the 

final, or part of the final event of human history. I Corinthians 15:51-52 Behold, I tell you a 

mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an 

eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and 

we will be changed. Paul here speaks of the resurrection and glorification of our bodies. When you 

think about it you’ll realize that the great resurrection of bodies must immediately precede the 

rapture. And when will this occur? 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; 

for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 

When? At the last trumpet. Now the only place we read of trumpets sounding forth the great stages 

of history is in Revelation.  And look in Revelation 11 to see what is said of the last trumpet. How 

many trumpets are described in Revelation? There are seven. 11:15-18 Then the seventh angel 

sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the 

kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever.” 16 And the twenty-
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four elders, who sit on their thrones before God, fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying, 

“We give You thanks, O Lord God, the Almighty, who are and who were, because You have taken 

Your great power and have begun to reign. 18 And the nations were enraged, and Your wrath 

came, and the time came for the dead to be judged, and the time to reward Your bond-servants the 

prophets and the saints and those who fear Your name, the small and the great, and to destroy 

those who destroy the earth.”  Clearly then we see that the last trumpet brings with it the full-orbed 

and eternal reign of Jesus Christ and the judgment of God on sinner and saint. So, put it together 

and what do you have? The rapture is part of the cataclysmic day of the Lord in which Jesus comes 

to put an end to sin, judge all men and begin His eternal rule over a redeemed earth   

   A major point in all this is to show that the coming of Jesus, His appearing as King, His judging 

of men and saving of His saints is not done in stages over a 1007 year period, but is rather one 

grand event. What am I talking about? My dispensational friends teach that when Jesus comes to 

rapture the church He will then raise and judge believers but that the raising and judging of 

unbelievers is actually an entirely different event 1007 years later. I quote from the Ryrie Study 

Bible, not the Bible part, but the Ryrie part where it says “All unsaved people will be raised after 

the millennium to stand before the great white throne in judgment.” There is just too much 

Scripture which teaches otherwise. For starters, let’s look at the simple concept of the resurrection.  

Everyone I know of agrees that someday Jesus will raise the bodies of all men before he judges us. 

When we stand before Christ for judgment it will not be as disembodied spirits but as those who 

have been given new bodies perfectly fitted for either eternal glory or eternal punishment. Again, 

all are agreed that resurrection precedes judgment. John 5:28-29 Do not marvel at this; for an hour 

is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, 29 and will come forth; those who 

did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of 

judgment. According to Jesus a day is coming when He will speak and who will rise? Just the 

saints? No No.  All will rise, the saved and the damned.  And I get the very distinct impression that 

this is one event don’t you? But again, we are informed by some that these resurrections are 

actually going to be 1007 years apart. H.A. Ironside says, “the hour of resurrection will be at least 

1000 years in length.  At the beginning of the 1000 years the righteous dead will be raised. At the 

close of the 1000 years the wicked dead will be raised.” (As a parenthetical question to my 

premillenial  brothers, why do you insist that we take the 1000 years literally while you are free to 

make this hour longer than 1000 years? If Jesus here can mean something other than a literal hour 
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why can’t an apocalyptic book like Revelation  mean something other than a literal 1000 years? 

Consider that.)  So, we are told that the resurrection is in two stages divided by 1007 years. But, if 

that is so, explain John 6:40 this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and 

believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day. Jesus says the 

righteous will be raised when? On the last day. The last day! You who desire that others be literal 

does that mean the last day or some day 1007 years before the last day? 44 No one can come to Me 

unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.  54 He who eats 

My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. Well, for 

those of you unfamiliar with the debate in which I find myself you study to see if the last day is the 

last day or if it occurs, as some do claim, 367,555 days prior to the last day and prior to the 

judgment of the unrighteous. God’s word says a day is coming in which Jesus will judge the world, 

not just His own, but every man.  

    On to some other passages that tell us about this judgment by Christ. Look at Matthew 25.  I 

encourage you on your own to look also at Matthew 13 and the parables there which teach that 

when the Lord returns He will immediately reward His servants and cast the wicked into the 

furnace of fire. Jesus consistently spoke of judgment as being one event in which the sheep and the 

goats are separated and then receive their reward. Speaking of sheep and goats, Matthew 25:31-33 

But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His 

glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from 

one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; 33 and He will put the sheep on 

His right, and the goats on the left. Clearly this is universal judgment. The sheep and the goats are 

dealt with at one time - and when is it? When the Lord comes in glory. And when He comes in 

glory what does He do to His enemies and for His saints? 34 Then the King will say to those on His 

right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world.  To the sheep belongs the fullness of the kingdom of God.  Is that an 

eternal kingdom or a 1000 year kingdom? You will see in a moment 41 Then He will also say to 

those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared 

for the devil and his angels. 46 These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 

eternal life.” Two points flow from this passage: When Jesus returns, He will judge both believers 

and unbelievers at the same time and what follows that is eternal in nature.  
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    One other confirming text is II Thessalonians 1 with which you are becoming familiar. You are 

familiar with it because it plainly tells you that when Jesus comes He will punish the wicked and 

bring relief to His own. 6-9 For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who 

afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will 

be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 8 dealing out retribution to those 

who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 These will pay 

the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His 

power.  Here we have Jesus bringing His saints relief when He comes and how does He do it? By 

catching them away secretly from the earth? No, instead He comes with flaming fire to punish the 

disobedient. The saving of Christians and the punishment of the heathen is one single event which 

occurs at the last trumpet on the day of Christ. The idea that these are actually two events separated 

by seven years or 1000 years is not Scriptural and I have only chosen a few of the many passages of 

Scripture that demonstrate this point.  

    So, does this mean the rapture is before, during, or after the tribulation?  Apparently, after any 

such period. It is post any tribulation for it is the ushering in of glory, that new world where every 

tear is wiped from your eye and sorrow is no more. Until that great day the Christian is to expect 

trouble. In Matthew 24 Jesus speaks of the great tribulation and there is no indication here that the 

church will no longer be on the earth  In fact, in verse 22 Jesus says the days of the tribulation will 

be cut short for the sake of the elect. The rapture is mentioned in Matthew 24 but it is not found 

before the tribulation, it is mentioned in 31 He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and 

they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other. Note 

the parallels between this passage and the description of the rapture in I Thessalonians 4. The 

descent of the Lord, the sound of the trumpet, the gathering together of all God’s people. It’s pretty 

clear that this is referring to the same event as I Thessalonians 4; and Matthew 24 tells us that the 

rapture follows the descent of the Lord at His “final” second coming for it is not invisible 30 And 

then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will 

mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great 

glory.  Not only is there no hint here of a secret pre-trib rapture; the rapture is described as coming 

after the great tribulation 29a But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be 

darkened.  
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    Now look with me at II Thessalonians 2. In a previous study we saw that the revealing of the 

man of lawlessness in this chapter implies that the appearance of this man will occasion great 

persecution for the church.  Paul’s purpose in this chapter is to warn his readers, some of whom 

thought that the day of the Lord had already come, that the day would not come unless the man of 

lawlessness be revealed first, along with the tribulation that would accompany his appearing. What 

would be the point of that warning if these believers were going to be raptured prior to the man of 

lawlessness and before the tribulation? The opening words of this chapter  make it plain that what 

is described here will happen before the rapture. 1 Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him.  The word for gathering is 

from the same term used in Matthew 24:31 to describe the rapture. 2-3  that you not be quickly 

shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from 

us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. 3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will 

not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of 

destruction. Once again, it is clear that the rapture of the church, as described in this chapter,  does 

not precede but follows any tribulation period.  

    I move on now to our third line of thought which counters the idea of a secret, pre-tribulational 

rapture of Christians. We have seen that the resurrection and judgment of believers and unbelievers 

at Christ’s coming is co-temporaneous. We have seen that Christians will go thru any tribulation    

period to come. And thirdly now, notice that the words used in Scripture for Christ’s coming and 

Christ's appearing are used interchangeably. There are three words used in the New Testament to 

refer to Christ’s second coming. The first is parousia which is usually rendered as coming. The 

second word is apocalypsis translated normally as revelation. The third word is epiphaneia which 

is appearing or appearance. So, you may understand the significance of this portion of our study 

you should know that dispensationalists like to distinguish the two proposed stages of Christ’s 

coming by using different Biblical terms for each.  The first of His second comings they call “the    

coming of Christ.” This is His coming to get His saints and is the secret, quiet coming. Because this 

coming is unseen, when Scripture speaks of the revelation or “appearing” of Jesus dispensational 

teachers say that must be his second second coming which is after the tribulation. Got that? Now 

let’s look at how these words are used in Scripture and you will see that the coming and the 

appearing are one and the same. We begin with parousia or coming. In I Thessalonians 4:15 Paul 

uses parousia to describe what everyone agrees is the rapture. 15 For this we say to you by the 
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word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede 

those who have fallen asleep. But in I Thessalonians 3:13 the same word is used to describe the 

coming of the Lord with all his saints, the supposed second phase of Christ’s return. 13  He may 

establish your hearts without blame in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our 

Lord Jesus with all His saints. And then in II Thessalonians 2:8 Paul uses the term parousia to refer 

to  the coming at which Christ will defeat the man of sin which clearly happens after the tribulation. 

8 Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and 

bring to an end by the appearance of His coming.  

     Turning next to the word apokalypsis which is "revelation" we find Paul using it in I Corinthians 

1:7  you are not lacking any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ. If this is 

an event seven years after the rapture why would saints wait for it eagerly? Surely what we wait for 

is the coming of Jesus to take us to Himself but Paul here uses the term “revelation” to describe 

that. The same thing is true of the use of the word epiphaneia or appearing. In I Timothy 6:14 keep 

the commandment without stain or reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 

reference there to the rapture seems unmistakable. This cannot mean a second stage of Christ’s 

coming which would have been preceded by judgment. These three terms used of Christ’s return 

provide no basis for a two-stage return of Jesus. They are used interchangeably by Paul which 

makes no sense if he believed they were distinct events separated by seven years. Even the 

dispensational champion Charles Feinberg admits, "We conclude, then, that from a study of the 

Greek words themselves the distinction between the coming of the Lord for his saints and with his 

saints is not to be gleaned.”  

    Quickly now, I would move on past this consideration of the when of the rapture to speak of the 

how of the rapture. And since most of these points have already been mentioned I will move 

quickly thru them. The coming of Christ will be a moment of incredible cosmic crisis. The Biblical 

language, which may or may not be figurative, speaks of the skies splitting, the stars falling, the sun 

being darkened and the moon turning red. Far from being a secret event the rapture will be marked 

by heavenly trumpets and great commotion. Jesus will come on a cloud with His angels in glory 

and majesty. All of this, including the rapture, will occur without warning, suddenly and 

surprisingly like a thief coming in the night. Matthew 24:40-41 Then there will be two men in the 

field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be 

taken and one will be left. You may have seen the bumper sticker that says, "Warning: In case of 
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rapture this car will be without a driver.” Well, that hints at the complexities of it all.  How will we 

go through roofs and car tops etc? I don’t know; but it may help you to remember that immediately 

prior to our being taken up we will be given new and glorified bodies. That is true whether the Lord 

returns during our lifetime or not. The dead and the living will be raised with new bodies fitted for 

eternity. The total picture then is this: One day or night the heavens will be shaken, a great trumpet 

will sound and Jesus will descend on a cloud with the angels and the souls of the dead in Christ. 

The dead will be resurrected and raptured, united with their souls at some level of the atmosphere; 

the living saints then will ascend to meet Christ in the air, leaving behind those who love not Christ 

and His gospel. From that position  in the air Christ will then descend with all His saints to the 

earth for judgment. 

    Some who believe in a pretrib “secret” rapture ask the purpose of such a rapture as I describe. If 

it isn’t meant to save Christians from tribulation - then why have one? This is question five, the 

why of the rapture. Although no obvious answer is supplied in Scripture, I would speculate that 

God does it to honor and exalt His people. Colossian 3:4 says that when Christ appears we will be 

revealed with Him in glory. Those who are received up to be with Christ are thus honored as God’s 

true children. The second purpose behind the rapture is to honor Jesus who is, in a sense, being 

greeted and welcomed by His people. Anthony Hoekema writes, The word translated "to meet," the 

Greek word, "apantesis", is a technical term used in New Testament times to describe a public 

welcome given by a city to a visiting dignitary. People would ordinarily leave the city to meet the 

distinguished visitor and then go back with him into the city. (Hoekema 168) If you read stories of 

the ways of the Roman legion, you may know that when the Roman soldiers would go off to battle 

and return victorious they would normally stop outside their home city and set up camp. Then the 

Roman citizens, not everybody from the city, but the Roman citizens would come out to meet the 

troops and then together they would march into the city in triumph. The coming of Christ is a 

similar thing. Hoekema writes, "Paul is saying here that raised and transformed believers are caught 

up in the clouds to meet the Lord as He descends from heaven, implying that after this joyful 

meeting they will go back with him to the earth  This thought is confirmed when we look at the two 

other uses of the term ‘apantesis’ (translated to meet) in the New Testament. One such use occurs 

in Acts 28:15 the brethren, when they heard about us, came from there as far as the Market of 

Appius and Three Inns to meet us. These brethren came out from Rome to meet Paul and then 

returned with him to Rome. The other use of the word is found in Matthew 25:6 in the parable of 
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the wise and foolish virgins 6 But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Behold, the bridegroom! Come 

out to meet him.’ As the wise virgins in the parable went out to meet the bridegroom, so believers 

will be caught up to meet the descending Lord. As the virgins thereafter went along with the 

bridegroom on his way to the marriage feast, so raised and transformed believers, after meeting the 

Lord in the air will remain with the Lord as he continues on his way to earth ” (Hoekema pt.2) 

   Now I hope all this sinks in and is not just information overload. I encourage you to look over the 

Scriptures and your notes as you have time. Next time we will deal with the millennial question and 

talk about what Revelation 20 means when it describes a 1000 year period when Satan is bound. 

For now, I close with two brief applications of our study. How does what we have learned today 

affect you? First, it should give you comfort. I Thessalonians 4:18 Therefore, comfort one another 

with these words. These words told you that your Lord is returning to take you to Himself. 

Regardless what today may bring, for the Christian, tomorrow looks very, very good. Application 

#2 is to make sure you are ready when Jesus comes. There will be no preparation time given. You 

will not have the opportunity to think, "Oh dang, those crazy Christians were right" and to repent 

right before the end. If you are not ready when the trumpet blows you will be doomed. You will not 

rejoice when Jesus returns, you will look on in terror and dread. You won’t rise to meet your 

Savior, your feet will feel like lead and you will experience a futureshock such as you never 

imagined. And that doom is more than seven years. It is forever. If you would avoid that doom, 

repent now and receive Jesus now as your Savior and Lord.  If you want to know more about that 

ask a Christian friend or give me a call because you are going to meet Jesus someday. You can 

meet Him now as Lord and Savior and Friend and Helper or you can meet Him when He comes as 

a Holy Judge. Please join me in prayer (let’s stand)  

 


