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FUTUREWORLD pt.7  2-23-14 

The Glorious Coming and Rapture pt.1 

(II Thessalonians 1) We will carry on today in our look at the second coming of Jesus Christ. North 

Park Church is a fruitful congregation - at least if you count biological reproduction in your 

definition of fruitful.  Newborns are a regular occurrence among us. This isn’t new for me. It seems 

like I have always been a part of a biologically fruitful church. But one big change in my lifetime is 

that nowadays almost every couple, by the time the child appears, already know the sex of their 

coming baby. Knowing what sex your baby is before it's born seems odd to me. My wife gave birth 

to four beautiful children and we didn’t have a clue about the gender in any of them, although we 

had it narrowed down to two possibilities. But, this is just the start of the wave of the future. In fact, 

I’m told that, with certain medical advances, it will even be possible for doctors to predict early in a 

pregnancy, not only the baby’s gender but also hair color, eye color, and even, get this, intelligence 

and skill factors. They may be able to predict what your child will grow up to be. An engineer, a 

store clerk etc. I can just imagine a scene from the future. The doctor says, "I’m sorry to inform you 

Mrs. Smith but I’m afraid your child will turn out to be a preacher.” “Oh no! what denomination?” 

But, I’m sure that some things will remain a mystery.  

    There are things we are meant to know, and things we are not meant to know. Jesus said that the 

times and epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority are not for us to know. He says 

that the date and time of Christ’s return visit to our planet is not and will not be known. But the 

nature of His coming and the purpose of His coming He has revealed to us in His word, so it is our 

privilege to search it out. Last week we looked at what Scripture indicates Jesus will do when He 

returns. We saw that He will complete what He began in His first coming. That He will bring in His 

eternal kingdom in its fullness by fully saving those who love Him and by condemning the 

unrighteous. He is coming to save and to judge. Remember those two things and you will have a 

good summary of what Scripture says. But today I need to announce that there is a third thing Jesus 

will do. It does not get quite the attention of the other two but it is there in God’s word none the 

less and I think deserves some consideration. Besides saving His own and judging all Christ will 

also come to receive glory and praise and exaltation in the earth. He is coming to be exalted. Look 

at II Thessalonians 1. This passage we looked at last time and it really gives us all three elements of 

Christ’s second coming mission. 6-10 For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction 

those who afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord 
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Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 8 dealing out retribution 

to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 These 

will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory 

of His power, 10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at 

among all who have believed—for our testimony to you was believed. Verse 7 says He is coming to 

give relief to His saints. Verses 6 and 8 say He is coming to punish the ungodly and verse 10 says 

He is coming to be glorified. In other words, He is coming to receive the worship which is owed 

Him by His saints and will on that day be perfectly rendered for the first time. And, since this is one 

of the purposes of Christ’s return, you will understand that His coming is going to be both visible 

and glorious.  

     I will elaborate on that point, but first let's go down a little side road. And, I will be open about 

something with you. This series of studies in which we are engaged is not my favorite.  It is 

difficult for me for two reasons. One is that the material is complicated and, at times, opaque. I find 

myself operating with less confidence than usual about certain elements of what I teach. My second 

problem with this material is that I cannot adequately address it without distressing some of you 

who hold positions that I don't share. The subjects we will cover over the next five Sundays are 

among the most disputed within the Christian family. Our enemy could use our studies to divide us 

if we make more of our personal differences than we do our common hope. So, why then do I 

bother?  I opt to go places I would rather not because I believe doing so will contribute to our 

maturity as individuals and as a body.  I want us to grow up. And to grow up you have to go 

through some uncomfortable things. My challenge is to present God's word as best I grasp it with 

faithfulness to Scripture and with polite respect for those brothers and sisters who differ. I am open 

to challenge on both fronts. Okay? Now, the way I see it is that I can opt to do one of two things 

with the debated issues of the end-times. I could just avoid them. Some of you aren't interested and 

some of you will disagree. I get why many pastors, most pastors, do exactly that. What I believe is 

best though is to teach on these things, openly discussing those points of disagreement while also 

making the theoretical as practical as possible. For those of you who are well-studied in a particular 

perspective on the end-times, you may find your views amended, or, you may just find yourself 

more understanding of why certain folks take an approach different than your own.  I rejoice in 

both of those results if, in the process, we grow in our appreciation of and submission to the word 

of our Lord. Okay? And if you find yourself struggling, take comfort that Sundays at NPC will get 

better for you by April.  
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  (Matthew 24) And I repeat the assertion that the coming of Jesus for which we wait will be a 

visible and glorious coming. That is why II Thessalonians 1 says He will be marveled at. We will 

see Him in all of His kingly magnificence. Matthew 24:27 For just as the lightning comes from the 

east and flashes even to the west, so will the coming of the Son of Man be.  What’s the point of 

that? How will the coming of Christ be like a lightning bolt that covers the entire sky? In that it will 

be electrifying? Enlightening? Well, maybe, but in the context in which we find it the very obvious 

point is that it will be visible, noticeable, very public. In fact, it will be the kind of thing that cannot 

escape your attention. 30 And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all 

the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky 

with power and great glory. Now again, look at the language. It says they will see the Son of Man 

coming. It should be very obvious that His coming will be something you couldn’t ignore if you 

wanted to.  It will be exceedingly attention-grabbing, and definitely visible. In fact, Revelation 1:7 

says every eye, every eye will see Him. And I make a point of that only because some Christians 

teach that when Christ comes again it will be secret and invisible even though all the Scriptural 

language tells us otherwise. Everyone is going to see him. Now, how He will arrange that I cannot 

say but I trust God will find a way. We will all see Him coming. And how will He come? 

Remember in Acts 1 when He ascended to heaven in a cloud and the angel said, "He will come 

back just as you see Him going.”? How did He go? In a cloud. How will He return? He comes back 

riding on a cloud, elsewhere it says He will be accompanied by angels and His coming will be 

marked by displays of power and great glory. In this respect, the second coming of Jesus is 

intentionally contrasted with His first coming. When He first came it was not as a conquering King 

but as a tiny, weak baby. He did not come with clouds of glory but was born to nobody special in a 

Bethlehem manger. He first came in humiliation and lowliness but when He comes again it will be 

in exaltation and splendor. And nobody, nobody, is going to miss it. Revelation 6 says His coming 

will be marked by earthquake and celestial disturbances, stars will fall, the sky will split like a 

scroll, every mountain and island will be moved. Now, I think I would notice that wouldn’t you? 

Look at I Thessalonians 4:16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the 

voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. It is kind 

of hard to imagine but there are many who want us to believe that what is described in this verse is 

secret.  They say Jesus is going to come secretly and snatch the Christians away so suddenly that 

nobody will notice until they can’t find us anywhere. Does verse 16 sound very secretive to you? 

The Lord descends with a shout, the voice of the archangel, the trumpet of God. Why that’s just 
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about the noisiest verse in the whole Bible. Remember when you were a teenager and your mother 

yelled at you to “turn your radio down. That thing’s so loud it’ll wake up the dead.” Well, that is 

precisely what will happen when Jesus comes back.  

    But, we are told by some in the church that it is really a quiet, secret affair. In fact, that is why 

Jesus says it will be like a thief coming in the night. And how does a thief come? Quietly. Granted, 

a thief usually comes quietly, if he can. Granted,  Jesus will come like a thief. But that is an analogy 

and you can’t push analogies further than they are meant to go.  All that is meant by the thief 

analogy is that the Lord won’t announce the time of his coming. It will be like a thief in the 

unexpectedness of it and the suddenness. I Thessalonians 5:2-3 For you yourselves know full well 

that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. 3 While they are saying, “Peace and 

safety!” then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, 

and they will not escape. That doesn’t indicate that it will be secret either.  It is more like a thief 

who bursts in with guns blaring than one who sneaks in. Like a thief,  Jesus will come unannounced 

and suddenly. There will be a strong element of surprise, but the last thing the second coming will 

be is secret. In fact, it will be a time of unveiling, a time of revelation. And what is going to be 

revealed? Colossians 3:4 When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed 

with Him in glory. Romans 8 speaks of the revealing of the Sons of God. It will be known who 

really is a child of God and who isn’t. That is one hidden thing that will be known and seen. The 

other major one is the glory and majesty of Jesus. He will come in His kingly beauty and power and 

every eye will see Him, some with rejoicing and others with anguish. Understand this: Jesus will 

not become Lord when He returns, but He will be revealed as Lord. Hebrews 2:7b-8c You have 

crowned him with glory and honor, And have appointed him over the works of Your hands; 8 You 

have put all things in subjection under his feet.” For in subjecting all things to him, He left nothing 

that is not subject to him. That is all past tense. This happened in the ascension of Jesus. He took 

His seat as King. All things beneath Him. But look at Hebrews 2:8d But now we do not yet see all 

things subjected to him. The operative words are “see” and “yet”.  All things are under Christ but 

we don’t see it; His rule is still essentially invisible, and is not acknowledged by everyone. It isn’t 

seen,  at least not “yet”. And that is the second key word.  Someday this will change. Someday we 

will see Him come in glory as the exalted Lord. Someday every knee will bow and every tongue 

will confess that Jesus is Lord to the glory of the Father. King Jesus will then get His due. He will 

receive glory and honor from the inhabitants of earth, every boy and every girl, every Christian and 

every Hindu will bow the knee and say, "He is Lord.”  
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    Now, don’t think this means that everyone will be saved when they see the glorious Christ. Unh-

unh. The Scripture says they will confess or acknowledge His Lordship. It doesn’t say anything 

about their liking it. But their once proud hearts will be weak and their bowing may be voluntary or 

involuntary, but they will bow. Won’t that be a magnificent day? All those great people, scientists, 

politicians, and preachers who walked in pride will admit that the Lamb is on the throne and they 

will fall down in humiliation and terror before Him. Everyone will acknowledge His lordship. Nero 

and Stalin,  Idi Amin and Saddam Hussein will bow before the King of Kings. Pontius Pilate will 

be on his face. Richard Dawkins will confess He is Lord.  Muhammad and Joseph Smith will be 

there at His feet. Praise God,  Jesus will get His honor from them all. What a day that will be! And 

the saints of God will delight in it all. Think about why that is. Why will the lovers of Christ be so 

thrilled by Christ’s coming? There are many reasons, but the chief one is this: we will be thrilled to 

see our worthy Savior glorified in the earth. That is the passion of the Christian isn’t it? Paul said in 

Philippians 1 that his goal was to see Christ exalted whether that require his death  or his life. And, 

when Jesus returns, Paul, and those like him, will see their greatest longing fulfilled. They will see 

their Jesus, who died to save them, but whose name is thrown around by human society as a curse 

word, they will see their Jesus high and lifted up, the object of praise and reverence. Does the 

thought of that get you excited? If not, it is time to search your own heart. It is time to examine 

yourself to see if you really know this Jesus. One day you are going to meet Him. We are all 

eventually going to meet Jesus. But when and how you meet Him is up to you. You may meet Him 

as Lord and Savior today, or you may meet Him as Lord and Judge in time to come. You may bow 

to Him as Lord and Savior now, or you will bow to Him as Lord and Judge on the last day. The 

choice is yours. (Sing He is Lord) 

    Alright, we are ready to move on to some new considerations that will zero in more closely on 

what Christ will do when He does reappear. And I will begin this section with a question. From 

what we have read in God’s word, how many times should we anticipate Jesus will come back? I 

mean, do you get the idea from the Scriptures that there will be multiple returns of Christ or just 

one? Does it suggest that Jesus will come back and then come back again. He has come once 

already and we know that He is coming once more. That is all the Bible tells us. Now that is so 

straightforward and easy to understand that I would not bother to mention it except for the fact that 

there exists in our day a very widely-held understanding of the end which has Jesus coming back 

twice,  or in two stages, once to save and judge the saints and then a second time to set up His 

kingdom. It is these very same brothers and sisters who hold to the idea of a secret coming of Jesus. 



6 

 

What is taugh is this: Some unknown day Jesus will come back, but He won’t come all the way to 

earth; He will stop somewhere in the air, beyond sight, and he will catch up or rapture all those who 

believe in Him and have ever believed in Him. This will happen quickly and secretly so that folks 

won’t even notice it until they realize that a lot of us are gone. Once the Christians are all removed, 

then will occur seven years of tribulation with all the various curses we read about in the book of 

Revelation. All this time, Jesus and the saints are residing somewhere in the upper atmosphere. 

Jesus is judging His people and giving rewards according to our deeds.  At the end of seven years, 

Jesus and His people come down from the sky and thus begins a one thousand year reign of Jesus 

from the throne of David in physical Jerusalem. At the end of this thousand years there is a revolt 

against Jesus which He overthrows. He then judges the unbelievers and sets up His eternal 

kingdom. In brief, that is the plan for the end according to some. This system, known as pre-

tribulational or dispensational premillennialism was completely unknown for the first 1800 years of 

the church but has become quite popular in the last century. Now, I know that if you stay around 

the evangelical church long enough, or read certain books or watch certain movies that you are 

going to encounter this approach to the last days. Some in our own body hold to these views. And 

rather than leave you confused by what you will encounter I want to specifically address what is 

being taught by certain good brothers who love God and His word. Over the next few weeks we 

will be examining the claims of the dispensational system in the light of Scripture and we will start 

right where they say the end will start, with the rapture of the church at the coming of Jesus.  

     I Thessalonians 4:13-18 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who 

are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that 

Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the 

coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will 

descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and 

the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together 

with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. 18 

Therefore comfort one another with these words.  There are three areas of doctrine about which I 

am questioned more than any other. I’m sure every generation of believers has its distinctive 

intramural debates. Ours is certainly no different. I am repeatedly questioned about my views on 

baptism, about women's roles in the church, and the end times.  When people ask, they often do so 

assuming nothing about my beliefs or assuming the worst since, after all, I am a Presbyterian. I’ve 
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been asked by charismatic believers, "Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?” When I said, "Yes.” I 

was asked, "Are you for Him?” It strikes me as a similar thing when I am asked if I believe in the 

rapture. Both the charismatic who asks about the Holy Spirit and the dispensationalist who inquires 

about the rapture are testing me to see if I measure up to a certain doctrinal standard. They are 

suspicious that I am probably a puppet of some corrupt denomination or a closet liberal who denies 

these essential Biblical teachings. But, of course, I believe in the Holy Spirit, and of course, I 

believe in the rapture; and yes, I am in favor of both of them. I surely do believe that when Jesus 

comes back He will catch up His servants to meet Him in the air. I Thessalonians 4 teaches the 

rapture and, beginning today, we will see just what it says about it, looking at the what, the who, 

the when the how and the why of the rapture.  

   First, what is the rapture? If you look up the term in a Bible dictionary you likely won’t find it. 

You won’t find it with a concordance either.  It is not in the Bible. Of course, the absence of the 

word does not prove the absence of the doctrine. The doctrine is in the Bible but it receives very 

little emphasis. Paul only makes a passing reference to it in a couple of places. Scripture presents 

the rapture as a fleeting event, as the mechanical means by which we are introduced to our blessed 

hope. The term “rapture” comes from the Latin “raptus” which means “to carry away.” A rapture is 

a state or experience of being carried away. Normally, our culture uses it for emotional states but 

the church picked up on it as a nice handle for what Paul calls, in verse 17, being “caught up to 

meet Jesus in the air.” It refers to an involuntary rising of one’s body off the ground and into the 

sky, sort of like what happens when someone is beamed up to their spaceship, except your 

molecules don’t get jumbled. It is something done by the Lord, to bring one to the Lord, that he 

might be with the Lord in the air. Simple enough, that is what we mean by the rapture.  

    Question #2 is, who  will be raptured? 16 the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 

shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise 

first. This very loud verse, which we are told refers to the secret rapture of true Christians, tells us 

two things about these early risers. They are the dead, or those who have expired, and they are in 

Christ. Afterwards it speaks of the rapture of those still alive at the time of this event but it is plain 

that only Christians, people who are in Christ, will rise. Speaking of this occasion in Matthew 

24:31  He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect 

from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other. It is a rapture of the chosen, and later in 

Matthew 24 it is obvious that this does not include every single person. 40-41 Then there will be 

two men in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding at the 
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mill; one will be taken and one will be left. But who gets to rise first? Those who have died in the 

Lord. Apparently, as a badge of honor for the ones who had gone before, they will be taken up first 

to meet the Lord. Our Pretribulational brethren say that this will all happen suddenly and secretly 

but again we see how that just does not fit. You will have trumpets and shouting. We will 

experience resurrection. We saw last week that when Jesus returns we will get new bodies and that 

happens before the rapture. How will the dead rise without a resurrection? How will the living rise 

without new bodies? I Corinthians 15:51-52 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but 

we will all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the 

trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. The great 

day of resurrection! We will be given new bodies and then those who love Jesus will be taken up to 

meet Him as He descends in glory. Will the rapture happen so fast that no one will notice? That is 

pretty hard to imagine. The resurrection will occur in the twinkling of an eye but I believe the 

living saints will watch as their forerunners ascend to be with Christ and then, they also will be 

caught up to greet Him. And every eye will see it. There is much more to be said about the great 

day of Christ’s glory and the rapture of the saints but we will have to save the rest for next week.  

   So, as the saying goes, we will see you there or ...in the air. -Let’s pray-  


