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FUTUREWORLD pt.5 2-9-14 

“The Man of Lawlessness” 

   (I John 2) We are in week number five in our study of the future and what the Scriptures say 

about it. Last week we looked at several of the signs of the end which we are given in Scripture. 

These are given to us by our Lord to prepare us for what is ahead and most of them pertain to 

conditions which will mark human society in that period just before the return of Jesus. One of 

those conditions was apostasy, which means a forsaking of true faith by one who formerly 

professed it. This falling away is connected with the activity of a particular individual who is often 

referred to as the Anti-Christ. The anti-Christ. There is so much speculation as to who it might be. 

Popular guesses thru the years have included Nero, Hitler, Mussolini, John F. Kennedy, Henry 

Kissinger. And everyone has his reasons for his guesses. But what does the Bible say about this 

anti-Christ? Who is he? What is he? Why is he? When is he?  

       The term “anti-Christ” is found only four times in the Bible and is used by only one author. 

The author is John who writes about the anti-Christ in I John 2:18 Children, it is the last hour; and 

just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have appeared; from this we 

know that it is the last hour. We learn more about anti-Christ from this verse than from any other 

and what does it tell us? Not much. John indicates here that his readers had heard something. They 

had heard that Anti-Christ is coming. They apparently had some interest in this possibility. But 

from whence did they hear this? John doesn’t say. Possibly they had heard it from him or from 

some other apostle. Possibly they heard it thru the grapevine or from some false teacher. In any 

case they are now wondering about this individual of powerful evil who would arise. John does not 

affirm what they had heard does he? He doesn’t say, “Yes, this is true. Anti-Christ is coming.” He 

also does not deny it which we might expect him to do if their ideas were mistaken.  There is 

apparently some truth to what they had heard about anti-Christ and John utilizes the truth that is in 

it for his own teaching which is not really about anti-Christ but about anti-Christs. The burden of 

the apostle here is not to write about what will be but what already is : “Even now many antichrists 

have arisen.” He isn’t interested in talking about some one great anti-Christ out in the future so 

much as the many antichrists in the present. In fact, the tone of John’s writing is somewhat 

corrective in nature, as if to take their thoughts away from the future and back to the present. In 

verse 18 he says we know it’s the last hour now because many antichrists have arisen. 22 Who is 

the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who denies 
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the Father and the Son. And were there people doing that at the time of writing? You bet. Were 

their many doing that? You bet. II John 7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those 

who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist. 

Now, when you read that do you get the impression that the antiChrist is some great political leader 

who will dominate the world before the return of Christ? Boy, I sure don’t. You get that idea from 

all your popular books on the end times but when you go to the source you find something quite 

different.  

       Lets’ look at what John tells us about anti-Christ. The first thing we learn from the text is that 

antiChrist is not simply an individual. Many antichrists have arisen. Furthermore, it implies that 

antichrists are persons. I John 2:19ab They went out from us, but they were not really of us. The 

only thing the word “they” could possibly be referring to is what? The antichrists.  Apparently, the 

antichrists John had in mind were individuals who at some point were members of the true church. 

Now they were apostates. Now, I don’t believe that antichrists necessarily have to come out of the 

church but that is certainly a possibility. 19 They went out from us, but they were not really of us; 

for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be 

shown that they all are not of us. The ones John was thinking of had held to the truth and then 

abandoned it for lies. It is in verse 22 that we find our best description of what antichrists are. 22 

Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who 

denies the Father and the Son. You should be able to figure from the term “antiChrist” that such a 

person would be opposed to Jesus. John says yes they are and they oppose him in this particular 

way - that they teach lies, heresies, about who He is. II John 7 For many deceivers have gone out 

into the world, those who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is the 

deceiver and the antichrist. Now let me put this in context for you. The New Testament teaches 

that Jesus Christ is a divine person, the Creator of the world,  who became a man, who took on 

humanity, and lived in the flesh as Jesus of Nazareth. But we live in a day in which many lies are 

being propagated about Jesus. Some of these come from liberal theologians who deny that Jesus 

was anything more than a great teacher. Others come from cultish preachers who proclaim a Jesus 

who is merely human or else a god of lesser glory. The most widespread error among cults in our 

day is to deny the full deity of Jesus. But when John wrote his letter the great heresies were very 

different. Instead of denying that Jesus was divine, the false teachers in the first century denied that 

Jesus was human. They were influenced by Greek philosophy which held that physical existence 
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was necessarily impure and imperfect and so they rejected the doctrine of the incarnation. The 

Gnostics and the docetists held that the body of Christ was simply an illusion, that he looked human 

but really wasn’t. They would not acknowledge that Jesus came in the flesh, a doctrine central to 

the message of the cross and so John calls them antiChrist. They teach lies about the person of 

Jesus, and since they deny the Biblical teaching about Christ they deny Christ and they also deny 

His father. In John’s day there were many guilty of this. He said that many antichrists have arisen 

and in our day they abound as well. Anyone who proclaims blatant lies about Jesus has earned for 

himself the title “antiChrist.” And such would apply well to the liberal theologians of our day, to 

the Jehovah’s Witnesses and Mormons, to the Muslims and Hindus. They are all antichrists.  

       So, am I saying here that all this business about a coming world ruler who would oppose Christ 

and his church and lead many astray is simply a big hoax? Is that what I am saying? No. What we 

have seen however is that the only places in Scripture that use the term “antiChrist” do not envision 

such a single powerful individual. John said the antichrists were many and they were present. But is 

it possible that there is still coming a single great Antichrist who will oppose Jesus more violently 

and powerfully than any before him?  Yes, that is certainly possible but you don’t read about him in 

I John and he is not called the antiChrist. Where you read about him is II Thessalonians 2 and he is 

called the man of sin or the man of lawlessness. It is here in II Thessalonians that the popular 

concept of the antiChrist is really dealt with - only it never uses the term antiChrist. II 

Thessalonians 2:1 Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and our gathering together to Him. Notice that the subject is the coming of Christ. I have 

read some authors who related this chapter to Christ’s coming in judgment on Jerusalem in 70AD 

but that cannot be for not only does it list the subject as Christ’s coming but also as our gathering 

together to Him which denotes the rapture still to come. 1-3 Now we request you, brethren, with 

regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, 2 that you not be 

quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if 

from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. 3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it 

will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of 

destruction, We saw this last week. There is a coming apostasy, a period in which many abandon 

true Christianity to follow after this one called the man of lawlessness and the son of destruction. 4-

10 who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes 

his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God. 5 Do you not remember that while I 
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was still with you, I was telling you these things? 6 And you know what restrains him now, so that 

in his time he will be revealed. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who 

now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way. 8 Then that lawless one will be revealed 

whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His 

coming; 9 that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and 

signs and false wonders, 10 and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because 

they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. Now this sounds a lot more like the 

popular conception of the antiChrist than the antiChrist of John did doesn’t it? Let’s study what 

Paul tells us here about the man of lawlessness and we’ll begin by considering who and what this 

character is not. First, you may see that he is not Satan. Verse 9 says his coming is in the energy of 

Satan. He is surely a tool of the devil but he is a human being. He is the man of lawlessness.  

       (2) Secondly, he should not be identified with the beast from the sea in Revelation 13 and 17. 

There is, to be sure, a close connection between the two.  They both operate in Satanic power. They 

both oppose God and welcome worship for themselves. They both suffer utter defeat at the hands 

of Christ. It is not surprising that some would want to equate the two, but this I fear is a faulty 

connection. Revelation 13:2 the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and his feet were like those 

of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. And the dragon gave him his power and his 

throne and great authority. He is a composite creature. Part leopard, part bear and part lion. In 

Daniel 7 there is a prophetic word about four beasts who came out of the sea. Each beast 

represented a kingdom. The first was like a lion, the second like a bear and the third like a leopard. 

The Beast of the Sea in Revelation 13 combines all of these. Now it should be evident that if the 

separate beasts of Daniel indicated kingdoms and not just individuals that the composite beast of 

Revelation would not refer to only one person. On the contrary, the beast of Revelation would refer 

to antichristian government whenever and wherever it manifests itself. The beast of Revelation  

depicts anti-Christ government in general. II Thessalonians 2 tells us of its final leader. 

       (3) The third thing the lawless man is not is an abstract power or collective concept. What I 

mean to say here is that he is not a spirit or a group or a movement but an actual man. To be sure, 

there is a principle or a mystery of lawlessness which Paul refers to. We may also speak of a spirit 

of antiChrist. But this does not mean that the principle and the man are one and the same. To say 

otherwise is to oppose the natural reading of the passage which speaks of a man of lawlessness, a 
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son of destruction and goes on to describe him in personal terms. He exalts himself, takes his seat, 

and will be destroyed.  

       Question? Is it proper to call this character the anti-Christ? As long as you don’t forget what 

John taught about the presence of many present antichrists I can’t see that it does any harm. Many 

faithful and gifted teachers of the church have made that association. It is possible that the one John 

says his readers had heard of is this very man of whom Paul writes. Certainly the man of 

lawlessness is anti-Christ. Certainly too he does more than teach heresy and we need to define him 

more by this chapter than by John’s.  

       (4) The fourth thing that the man of lawlessness is not is  the line of Roman emperors or the 

line of Roman popes. Both theories have been put forth for many centuries. During the reformation 

the idea that the papacy as a position, not as an individual, was the antiChrist was very widespread.  

John Wycliffe gave twelve reasons why the pope was antiChrist. Luther taught this and even called 

the pope’s decree of his excommunication “the execrable bull of antiChrist.” In the preface to the 

Authorized Version of the King James Bible, King James is given credit for having dealt a blow to 

the Man of Sin that would not be healed. And the term “man of sin” referred unmistakably to the 

pope. The original version of the Westminster Confession of Faith said that “the pope of Rome is 

the antiChrist, that man of sin, and son of perdition that exalteth himself in the church against 

Christ.” Today we see that as awfully uncharitable. But you put yourself in their shoes, in a day 

when the pope was persecuting and killing those who proclaimed the Biblical gospel, and you can 

see how they would have thought as they did. The problem with their view is not that we have 

learned that the papacy is okay after all. The problem is what I have already shown that the man of 

lawlessness is an individual person scheduled to be revealed at the end of time. Who he is I cannot 

say because Paul did not say. But he did tell us what he is like and that we will look into right now. 

       He is called the man of lawlessness. He embodies human rebellion against the commandments 

of God. As a result he is also the son of perdition or the son of destruction, a title also given to 

Judas Iscariot which denotes his ultimate destiny. Next he is an opposer and his opposition 

interestingly is not just against Christianity but against every form of religious loyalty. Whatever is 

worshipped he opposes and why would that be? Because he demands worship for himself. He 

exalts Himself above every thing that people honor as God, and claims for Himself the prerogatives 

of deity. Because of what it says here I am inclined to think of this man as a governmental leader. It 

used to be the norm for great emperors to claim for themselves deity. In ancient times men were 
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smart enough to know that the power to lay down laws belonged only to God so those in authority 

claimed to be God. You are familiar with the stories of Daniel and how the kings of Babylon 

demanded worship. You know that the Roman emperors also required this ultimate allegiance from 

their followers. It was precisely this that caused such tension between Rome and Jerusalem because 

the Jews could not and would not bow to the imperial god. It has been in just the last three decades 

that the head of the Japanese state refused to claim for himself divinity. Traditionally governments 

place themselves in the position of God in order to secure their authority and national unity. But, in 

our post-enlightenment western societies governments don’t claim to be god do they?  No, they 

don’t claim to be, but they may as well. In communist nations they have said, “there is no god. The 

society, meaning the government, is the ultimate authority.” And it is little different where we live. 

The government in our nation has taken to itself the power to define what is right and wrong. 

Abortion is okay because the state says it is.  Homosexual marriage is okay because the state says it 

is. Evolution must be true; our state schools and courts say it is.  Do you know we had a supreme 

court nominee some years ago, Clarence Thomas, who was opposed by many national leaders and 

many political action groups because he believes in natural law. That simply means that Mr. 

Thomas thinks there is a law higher than what the US congress happens to enact this month. And 

people are alarmed because his ultimate loyalties don’t lie with the state! He believes that people 

have been endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights and furthermore he is a 

Christian which means he worships something other than government. Beware my friend, beware 

young person, of making a god out of government, of thinking that our troubles have political 

solutions, of feeling like the government needs to solve our problems and your problems. The man 

who typically gets elected to office is the man who makes the biggest promises about how 

government will help you. Well, a government big enough to meet all your needs is a government 

big enough to take all you have. ® Beware of statism. It can be antiChrist. God is the  Provider, not 

Uncle Sam. God is the Lawgiver, not the government. And whenever a political force says, "I will 

meet your needs; I will set your standards” he has set himself in the place of God and exalted 

himself over God. Beware!  

   The next mark of the lawless one according to II Thessalonians 2 is power ®. This power is 

currently restrained. At least it was when Paul wrote. II Thessalonians 2:6 And you know what 

restrains him now, so that in his time he will be revealed. The Thessalonians knew what the 

restrainer was but  nobody does today. There are numerous theories as to what Paul was thinking 
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of. Possibly, the Roman empire, possibly church powers, there is no way of saying so I want try.  

This restrainer will one day be removed and then the lawless one will step forth. Verse 9 says his 

coming is in accord with the work of Satan with power and signs and false wonders and all the 

deception of wickedness. Satan is not equal with god but he is mightier than human beings. Luther 

said in his hymn “On earth is not his equal.” He is able to grant power to his servant in order to 

deceive. Remember what Jesus said in Matthew 24:24 false Christs and false prophets will arise 

and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect. Jesus said many 

will be misled and will follow after these satanic leaders but we are to be people of discernment 

who weigh the words of men by the words of God. Look at what God told his people way back in 

Deuteronomy 13:1-4 If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or 

a wonder, 2 and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let 

us go after other gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them,’ 3 you shall not listen to 

the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the Lord your God is testing you to find 

out if you love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 4 You shall follow the 

Lord your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His commandments, listen to His voice, serve 

Him, and cling to Him.  I don’t know if the wonders of the man of sin will be scientific wonders or 

occultic wonders but we are to stay true to God’s word and wait His vindication. The powers of 

Satan will not prevail. They will not prevail. Luther wrote, “And though this world with devils 

filled, should threaten to undo us. We will not fear for God has willed his truth to triumph thru us. 

The Prince of darkness grim. We tremble not for him; his rage we can endure, for lo his doom is 

sure. One little word shall fell him”  And that is what Paul indicates here. II Thessalonians 2:8 Then 

that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to 

an end by the appearance of His coming; When Christ Jesus simply breathes out the word Satan’s 

kingdom and his great leader are demolished. And the indication here is that it will occur when 

Jesus returns, at the time of His appearing.  

       So, we are forewarned. And to be forewarned is to be forearmed. There are a couple of 

applications from this chapter of Scrip. that I want to lay on you before we are done. The first is 

that you not abandon Christ. Don’t abandon Christ. Now, I know you think, “Oh no, not me, 

never.” And we say those things in the times of peace and pleasantness. Even the hypocrites are 

true to Christ when He is popular and doing well, but when the tide of the battle turns against us. 

When it seems that the enemy will overwhelm us like a flood then we are tempted to throw in the 



8 

 

towel. Paul says there is going to come a day when it seems like the devil is winning, that the 

enemy has more power. Your good Christian friends may desert you and sell out to the enemy but 

you stand firm and you can do it because you have already read the end of the story. We’ve been to 

the back of the book and discovered that the Lamb of God is victorious over all the powers of the 

enemy. When the Lord returns in almighty power and holy fury don’t you be caught on the side of 

evil. You stay with Jesus no matter what may come. Whatever you turn to, if you turn from Jesus 

you lose whether you turn to false religion, or to sensuality, or to government you will be the loser. 

You stay with Jesus no matter what.  

       And one more thing, one more very big thing you must do is to love the truth ®. In I John what 

was the mark of the antiChrist? It was the lie. II John 7 For many deceivers have gone out into the 

world, those who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is the deceiver and 

the antichrist. What is the devil called in Script. He is the father of lies. In II Thessalonians 2 what 

does the beast do? He lies. He deceives 9-10a that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the 

activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders, 10 and with all the deception of 

wickedness for those who perish And then look at this 10b because they did not receive the love of 

the truth so as to be saved. He says the devil will fool those who are perishing because they did not 

receive something. What was that? They didn’t receive Jesus? Not exactly. It says they didn’t 

receive the love of the truth. What will protect you from the deceits of the devil is not a sharp mind, 

and is not a strong will but a love for, a commitment to the truth. And when I look around at the 

people who fill our churches week after week one of the qualities I see lacking is a love for the 

truth. We love to be stroked; we love to be encouraged; we love to meet nice people but the truth 

isn’t such a popular thing. Paul told Timothy that a day was coming when many would turn their 

ears away from the truth. They would not endure sound doctrine but will get teachers they like who 

preach ten minute sermonettes for Christianettes but leave them utterly exposed to the attacks of an 

enemy whose chief weapon is the lie. But God tells us in our text that what will deliver us from evil 

is a love for the truth. But the truth is often hard to love isn’t it? Think about that. It really is. The 

truth is hard to love because it is often kind of depressing. Many of us refuse to think of judgment 

day because we know what that means for ourselves or our loved ones. The truth is often very 

tough. It can be depressing and it can be embarrassing. It exposes us. The death of God’s son on a 

cross testifies to how much we hate to be exposed for the proud selfish people we are. Truth also 

restricts us.  There are things we would like to do and could do if our conscience would leave us 
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alone and let us lie. As someone once said,” A lie is an abomination to God and a very present help 

in trouble.” But we Christians aren’t able to rely on deceit; all we have is Jesus. So, because the 

truth can be depressing, embarrassing, restricting most people don’t love it. But I like what Tozer 

says, “For myself, I long ago decided that I would rather know the truth than be happy in 

ignorance. If I cannot have both truth and happiness, give me truth. We’ll have a long time to be 

happy in heaven.”   When you face the decision between holding on to your life or holding on to 

the truth. Take truth. Choose truth. Love truth. So many people give their allegiance to whatever 

and whoever is successful and powerful and prosperous. They love whatever helps them; and if the 

truth helps for the moment then great but when clinging to truth means suffering and sacrifice and 

deprivation you can count them out. In Revelation 12:11 it speaks of those who overcame the 

dragon who deceives the whole world 11 And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb 

and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even when faced with 

death. 11c  they did not love their life even when faced with death. What did they love? The truth. 

The truth. Luther’s great hymn concludes this way, “Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; 

the body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still; His kingdom is forever.” - Let’s Pray  


