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FUTUREWORLD pt.3  1-26-14 

“How To Win the Dating Game” 

John 21 records a fascinating conversation between Jesus and the apostle Peter. Here we 

read of Jesus speaking :18-23 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to 

gird yourself and walk wherever you wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your 

hands and someone else will gird you, and bring you where you do not wish to go.” 19 Now 

this He said, signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God. And when He had spoken 

this, He *said to him, “Follow Me!”20 Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus 

loved following them; the one who also had leaned back on His bosom at the supper and said, 

“Lord, who is the one who betrays You?” 21 So Peter seeing him said to Jesus, “Lord, and 

what about this man?” 22 Jesus *said to him, “If I want him to remain until I come, what is 

that to you? You follow Me!” 23 Therefore this saying went out among the brethren that that 

disciple would not die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but only, “If I want 

him to remain until I come, what is that to you?” When I was in college I had a friend named 

Steve who was a peculiar sort of guy. Steve had grown up spending his time in his bed room 

reading and, as a result, his social skills were not strong. But, in college, Steve was beginning to 

come out of his shell and had even grown interested in girls. But he didn’t have a clue how one 

should handle himself on a date so he approached me and another friend for some advice. The 

other friend, whose name was Dave, had plenty of dating experience, so he gave Steve the 

following advice. He said, "Dating is simple. You just go pick up the girl at the proper time, tell 

her how nice she looks, take her out to a nice place for supper, then maybe to a movie. After 

that you drive her home, walk her to the front door, kiss her good night and tell her you had a 

good time.” So, Steve did it. He picked up the girl, told her she looked nice, took her to a nice 

restaurant and then to a movie. When they got back to her place he walked her to the door, 

kissed her on the forehead and said, “I really had a good time; good night.” Well, when Steve 

kissed the young lady on the forehead, she stood there with her eyes closed and lips puckered 

and said, “Lower Steve, Lower.” So, Steve said, “I really had a good time goodnight.” Boy, I’m 

glad those days are over for me. The whole dating game can be very confusing can’t it? That’s 

true if you are trying to date people or events. And it’s the latter I want to talk about today - 

dating the end of the world or dating the return of Christ. This is an area of Biblical study that 

has produced limitless speculation and confusion. One of the earliest misunderstandings was 



2 
 

mentioned in the passage we just read from John 21. Jesus had just prophesied to Peter that he 

would endure a martyr’s death, and Peter, with his keen sense of justice and fair-play, the same 

keen sense that all six year olds have, said to Jesus, “What about John?” All Jesus says 22 Jesus 

said to him, “If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow Me!” Jesus 

implies that what He chooses to do with John isn’t the issue but some who heard it took it for 

more than that and spread the word that Jesus would return before John died. And for 1980 

years the church has been plagued by false notions about the time of Christ’s return. Today we 

are going to examine what the Scriptures really do say about when Jesus is going to come back.  

Now, I’m assuming here that I’m addressing individuals who do not already know when 

Jesus is returning. I would also assume that some of you are not real confident that Jesus is 

coming back at all. Maybe you have a vague awareness of that concept but you have never 

really been taught about it. To you I am happy to announce that, according to His own promise, 

Jesus Christ is going to return to earth in a glorified state; at which time, He will judge all men. 

Just look at a few Scriptures on this Matthew 16:27 the Son of Man will come with his angels in 

the glory of his Father and will judge all people according to their deeds. 24:30 And then the 

sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, 

and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. 

John 14:3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that 

where I am, there you may be also. In Acts 1, just after Jesus had ascended to heaven on a 

cloud, two angels appeared and 1:11 Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? 

This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you 

have watched Him go into heaven. Hebrews 9:28 Christ also, having been offered once to bear 

the sins of many, will appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who 

eagerly await Him. And I could go on and on. The New Testament speaks repeatedly of the 

return visit of King Jesus, and any church that even claims to believe the Bible affirms this 

truth. That Jesus is coming back no Christian can doubt, but the tougher question is --when. 

When will Jesus return? It apparently hasn’t happened yet. When will it? What do you think? 

Take these three years: 2014, 2525, or 3000. Which of those do you think will be closest to the 

date of Christ’s return?  

That’s hardly a question to answer by survey. We need to study what God’s word teaches 

on this subject. Now there are easier things to study. We are swimming in controversial waters 
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and the false teachings on this have abounded since Jesus first spoke of it to his disciples. In a 

few minutes you may understand why. There are, in the Scriptures, three strands of teaching or 

lines of thought on the date of the Lord’s coming. The first line of thought would make us think 

that Jesus was coming back very soon after His departure. Romans 13:11-12a Do this, knowing 

the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now salvation is nearer to 

us than when we believed. 12 The night is almost gone, and the day is near. In Philippians 4 

Paul also indicates that the Lord is near. Hebrews 10:37 For yet in a very little while, He who is 

coming will come, and will not delay. James 5:8-9 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, 

for the coming of the Lord is near. 9 Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that 

you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door. I Peter 4:7a 

the end of all things is near. Revelation 3:11a I am coming quickly 22:20 He who testifies to 

these things says, “Yes, I am coming quickly.” All these would lead us to think that we aren’t 

going to have to wait very long for Jesus to come back. But when were these words written? 

1900+ years ago. Either Jesus and the apostles were mistaken, or else their idea of nearness is 

very different from ours, or they had something other than the second coming in mind when 

they wrote what they wrote. The latter may have been true but only in a couple of cases, the 

former certainly is false. We have learned already to trust what is written as being God’s perfect 

word. So, what about the second proposition - that the idea of nearness may mean different 

things to different people? We may be on to something there. I know from experience in my 

own family that when I say I’m almost ready to go, and my wife says she is almost ready to go, 

that we mean two very different things. I mean that I need another 20 seconds. She means she 

needs another 20 minutes. These things are relative aren’t they? A human that is eleven years 

old is considered to be young. But what about a dog that is eleven? One dog year is worth how 

many human years? About seven right? These things are relative, and that does relate to what 

Scripture teaches on the time of Christ’s coming. II Peter 3:3-4 Know this first of all, that in the 

last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, 4 and saying, 

“Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just 

as it was from the beginning of creation.” 8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, 

beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. 

God doesn’t look at time like you and I look at time. Have you noticed that the older you get 

the faster the years seem to slip by. Have you found that to be true? A year of being 50-
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something is like a month of childhood. I figure that the years go faster now because my body 

is going downhill. So, Peter is able to say that with God a day is like a 1000 years. I can believe 

it. When He says, “I’m coming soon” He may be thinking of something very different from 

what you or I would conceive. But, the first line of thought we find in the New Testament is 

that Jesus will return soon.  

The second line of thought indicates that there will be a substantial delay, a large gap of 

time between the ascension and return of Jesus. II Peter 3 acknowledges that to be the case. It 

recognizes that there is an apparent delay. 9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some 

count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to 

repentance. The reason why God is delaying the return of His Son is that still others might 

repent and be saved. It is His grace! I, for one, am glad Jesus didn’t return in 1844. Aren’t you? 

Think about it. Peter says, “Yes, there has been and will be a period of time between promise 

and fulfillment, but that doesn’t mean God is a procrastinator.” He’s not slow to do what He 

said, but is patient. Many of the passages that indicate considerable time will pass before Christ 

returns are found in the parables of Jesus. Luke 19:11-12 Jesus went on to tell a parable, 

because He was near Jerusalem, and they supposed that the kingdom of God was going to 

appear immediately. 12 So He said, “A nobleman went to a distant country to receive a 

kingdom for himself, and then return. Clearly, in this passage the nobleman who goes away is 

Jesus, and it says he goes to a distant country which would require some amount of time to do. 

In a similar parable in Matthew 25 we read 19 after a long time the master of those servants 

came and settled accounts with them. And in the parable of the ten virgins, also in Matthew 25 

we read 5(NIV) The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and 

fell asleep. In this story, the test of one’s faithfulness, one’s readiness, is the lengthy wait for 

the bridegroom that was required. In addition to the parables, there are some of the signs of the 

end that would lead us to think that Christ’s return would not be so soon. For example, Matthew 

24:14 this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all 

nations, and then the end will come.  Some also would look for a revival to occur among the 

Jews. There are biblical reasons to think that the return of Jesus may be many years down the 

road. After all, if God sees 1000 years as one day we haven’t even waited a cosmic weekend.  

Now, what we have seen so far may leave you feeling quite unsettled about the date of 

Christ’s return. Some texts indicate it may be very soon, others imply it will be a while, but our 
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third strand of New Testament teaching on this should help you bring all of it together because 

the third thing the New Testament says, and Jesus, in particular taught, is that the date of His 

return is unknown. Matthew 24,  speaking of His return Jesus says 36 But about that day or 

hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father 42-44 

Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43 But 

understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was 

coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you 

also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. 

This is repeated in different contexts in Mark 13 and Luke 12. Jesus emphatically states that 

the time of His return will be what? Soon, delayed? No, it will be unknown. The reason for 

being ready now and ready continually is brought out in verse 42. And it is not because Jesus is 

coming soon. 42 Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will 

come. And not only do you not know but who else doesn’t know? The angels don’t know 

either. If you meet an angel don’t bother asking him when Jesus is returning. He doesn’t know, 

and who else doesn’t? Jesus Himself. 36 about that day or hour no one knows, not even the 

angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  Consider the audacity of those who would 

claim to know this! They would claim to have knowledge which God the Father did not make 

known to His own Son.   

Now, as sort of an aside, let me address the concern this verse raises about the deity of 

Jesus. How can Jesus be God and be ignorant of anything? Some can’t reconcile those thoughts 

and try to make Jesus mean something other than what He said here. But there is no way around 

it. Jesus could not lie. He did not know. I believe Jesus knows now. Now He knows the 

redemptive calendar, but in the humiliation of His incarnation, in the lowliness that He 

voluntarily took on when He became a man He was not omniscient. That was one element of 

His deity which He laid down when He took on flesh. He was not in himself omnipresent, 

omnipotent, or omniscient. When He did the supernatural, or knew the supernatural it was only 

through the HS who worked in Jesus as He worked in Peter and Paul and Elisha. Got it? Well, 

think on it and ask about it later if you remain puzzled. Let’s get back on the main road which 

shows us that the date of Christ’s return will be unknown. Let’s look at one other passage on 

this. Acts 1:6a (i.e. the disciples, after the resurrection) 6 Then they gathered around him and 

asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”They want to 
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know the when question. Is it about to happen? Look at what the Lord answers them 7 He said 

to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. ® 

What do you hear Jesus saying to you there? It sort of sounds to me like He is saying, “that is 

none of your business.” Put more nicely, Jesus is telling them that the when issue is not to be 

their concern. 7-8 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has 

set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.” That is to be their concern. They are to concentrate on the mission of the new kingdom 

not the calendar of it. And there we have our two applications from this study. The first is that 

you as a follower of Christ and a student of His word need to stay clear of setting dates for the 

end. Don’t get into the date setting scene. Jesus wouldn’t do it. He told His disciples not to do 

it. What makes you think you are supposed to?  

But it is tempting. There is something in human beings that yearns to know what tomorrow 

will hold. That is why there is such an interest in fortune tellers and palm readers and 

horoscopes. You know, there are few places you can learn more about the decadence and 

depravity of our society better than a checkout area at a supermarket or drugstore. Just look at 

what people are attracted to read and you will see what a mission field we live in. Now, as a 

pastor, sometimes I have to buy one of those horrid magazines just to stay in touch with our 

culture, right? Here is a copy of the Weekly World News. This one really caught my eye 

because on the cover it had a picture of a young man with an 8 inch long tongue. Some of you 

may know that I have an unusually long licker myself and as a youngster would often get teased 

about it, so I took special interest in this story. It seems this fella woke up one morning with a 

bad sore throat and watched in horror as his tongue grew to 8 inches in just a few hours. Hard to 

believe isn’t it? But there’s the picture. You can’t argue with that. I was so impressed I got to 

thinking about buying this magazine. And then I noticed another headline that said “Quick Test 

tells if you’re going to heaven or hell.” When I saw that I knew I had to shell out the 75 cents to 

get this rag. What struck me about this magazine, besides the poor writing and the absurd junk 

they report was the fascination with fortune telling and predictive prophecy. It was filled with 

astrology and occult advertisers and 1-900 numbers to “dial your destiny.” There is apparently a 

serious market for that kind of stuff, and a lot of pseudo-Christian religious hucksters tap into 

the same market with their prophecy conferences and movies and so forth. But we need to hear 
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the voice of Jesus saying It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his 

own authority.  When the followers of Christ have ignored that they have been embarrassed 

every time. As the year 1000 approached many believed the 1000 years of Revelation 20 were 

soon to end and Christ would return. Some sold homes, went on pilgrimages, stopped work and 

waited. In the 13
th

 century Joachim of Floris figured the 1260 days of Daniel and Revelation 

were really years and that the new order under Christ would begin in 1260 AD. In Bohemia, a 

man named Melitz fixed the date between 1365 and 1367. Mother Shipton, a German cult 

leader predicted the world would come to an end in 1881. Isaac Newton picked the year 1715. 

The famous Greek scholar Bengel predicted the Lord’s return in 1836. Edward Irving of 

Scotland who had quite a large following said Jesus would return in 1864. Joanna Southcott 

figured it to be 1884. The Plymouth Brethren arose in Ireland and England about 1830 with a 

strong emphasis on Christ’s return before the turn of the century. The most famous example of 

this occurred in the 19
th

 century as a result of the preaching of William Miller who took Daniel 

8:14 as his key verse and fixed the date of Christ’s coming at midnight October 22, 1843. 

Miller developed quite an excited following. Thousands of people left crops to spoil in the field, 

and, as the day approached climbed hilltops and housetops to wait for the rapture. As midnight 

approached there were bonfires and wild celebrations but no rapture, no Jesus. Miller admitted 

his error. What else could he do, but he concluded that he was off by one year. He declared, 

“There is no possibility of mistake this time.” The remarkable thing is that so many believed 

him. From the ashes of the Millerite movement arose the Seventh Day Adventists church with 

Ellen G. White as its prophetess.  

Another glaring example of this folly occurred in the ministry of Charles Taze Russell, 

founder of the Jehovah's Witnesses who boldly proclaimed that Christ would return in 1914. 

When that year came and went Russell actually claimed that Christ did come back but that He 

was in hiding due to the wickedness of His people. You would think we would learn from 

history if not from Jesus but does this kind of thing still go on? You better believe it does. 

Edgar Whisenant in Florida had the return of Christ nailed down to within a certain three day 

period in 1987, and many gave him audience. Radio preacher, Harold Camping, who died a 

month ago, had predicted the return of Jesus on May 21, 2011. Many more will come short of 

naming a day or a year but speak as if there is no way things can continue more than another 

few years. The audience for such speculations and predictions seems to never run out but the 
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warning of Christ is to stay away from them. It is not for you to know. Paul wrote to Timothy II 

Timothy 2:23 Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know 

they produce quarrels. 

So, that is the negative application. Avoid the dating game. The positive application is to 

stay alert. Stay ready for the return of Jesus. Whether the Scriptures imply that the Master’s 

return is soon, distant, or unknown they always have the same conclusion - you had better be 

ready. Matthew 24:42 Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord 

will come. 44  So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when 

you do not expect him. 25:13 Be on the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the hour. 

But how do you stay alert? Do you keep prophecy charts on you wall and update them weekly? 

Is that what he means? No. To be ready for the return of Christ has nothing to do with knowing 

the when. It has everything to do with living as you should now. Readiness to meet the Lord 

means first of all moral purity. Romans 13:11-14 Do this, knowing the time, that it is already 

the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed. 

12 The night is almost gone, and the day is near. Therefore let us lay aside the deeds of 

darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave properly as in the day, not in 

carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy. 

14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts. 

Because we know our Lord may come to us or we may go to him any day we must hold firmly 

on to Christ and not give ourselves to the lusts of the flesh. That’s the point. II Peter 3 tells us 

the same thing. 3:11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people 

ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness. 14 Therefore, beloved, since you look for these 

things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless. I John 3:2-3 Beloved, 

now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that 

when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 3 And everyone 

who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. To be a people fit and ready 

to greet our Lord, to be a bride pure and lovely for her Husband we must pursue holiness of life 

and conduct, walking in the ways of God in body, mind and spirit. That’s how you stay alert.   

Secondly, you stay alert by doing your duty. Luke 12:42-43 the Lord said, “Who then is the 

faithful and sensible steward, whom his master will put in charge of his servants, to give them 

their rations at the proper time? 43 Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when 
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he comes.  I like the story of Col. Davenport, the onetime speaker of the Connecticut House of 

Representatives. On a day in 1789 the sky of Hartford darkened ominously and some of the 

representatives, glancing out the window at the oncoming storm feared that the end of the world 

was at hand. Quelling a clamor for immediate adjournment, Davenport rose and said, “The Day 

of Judgment is either approaching or it is not. If it is not, there is no cause for adjournment. If it 

is, I choose to be found doing my duty.” And the speaker called for candles and the meeting 

continued. If you want to be ready for the end you live as God says to live, do what God wants 

you to be doing and thirdly use what God wants you to be using. I mean to say that you had 

better prove faithful to exercise the gifts which God has bestowed on you. This I get from the 

parable of the talents in Matthew 25. There the Master entrusts various gifts to his three slaves 

for them to use wisely and increase while He was away. Two of the slaves did well, but the 

third buried his talent. He didn’t put it to work. He wasted it and as a result when the Master 

returned he was not received into his Master’s joy but instead was cast into the outer darkness. 

Jesus says to get busy and stay busy until He returns, doing your duty and using your gifts. Are 

you? ® Can you look at your life, with judgment day honesty, and say, “Yes, I am serving my 

Master faithfully, using my gifts, my time, my money as He would desire.” If you can say,  

“yes” to that. You win the dating game. You are ready for Jesus whenever He comes. But if not 

- remember what Peter said, the Lord is not slow- He waits for you to repent. Today is the day 

of salvation. Today is the day to lay aside your impurity and put on the Lord Jesus. Today is the 

day to lay aside your selfish laziness and take up serving the King. How long the door of 

opportunity will be open for you I cannot say, but I like the story about the little boy who was 

staying with his grandparents and heard their clock late one night toll the hour at midnight. 

There was apparently some mechanical failure in the clock and instead of striking twelve times 

it struck thirteen times. The young boy was frightened by this and ran thru the house crying, 

“Grandmother, grandmother, its later than it’s ever been before.” That much I know is true. It is 

late. It is late. The hour is approaching, but it’s not yet too late. Don’t wait until it is.  

 


