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FUTUREWORLD pt.1 1-5-14 

A CHRISTIAN VIEW OF HISTORY 

   (Isaiah 46) Happy New Year and welcome to 2014. I heard someone this week, I think it was a 

White House staff person, who said that if you liked 2013 you could keep it. But, of course, that 

isn't true. The new year says Ready or not, here I come.  So here we are - tossed unceremoniously 

into the future. And, on the first Sunday of a new year, it would be appropriate to look ahead, to 

focus on what is coming. And so we shall. We embark today on our study for the Winter and 

Spring, entitled Futureworld, or The Bible and the Future whichever you like. There can be no 

denying that this is a subject worthy of study. As someone has said, “You had better pay attention 

to the future; you’ll be spending the rest of your life there.” What do you think? Are things going to 

get better or worse? Should the Christian be an optimist, a pessimist or an agnostic when it comes 

to the future?  That’s what we want to search out in the next twenty Sundays together and we begin 

today with a foundational study on the  Christian View of History. Now you have probably never 

heard a sermon on that subject and I doubt that you came to church this morning sensing within 

your spirit a need for a more biblical grasp of historical philosophy. But, if you are to understand 

the world in which you live, and how you are to relate to it, is critical that you appreciate what God 

says about the flow of time and where we are in it.  

    I want to lay out for us four essentials of a Christian view of history. Not everybody views 

history this way, but the Christian must. The Christian must understand, first of all, that God is the 

Lord of history. The Westminster confession says that “God, from all eternity, did by the most wise 

and holy counsel of His own will, freely and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass.” And, 

what is more important, the Bible tells us the same thing. Ephesians 1:11 says God works all things 

after the counsel of His will. Isaiah 46:9c-11 I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there 

is no one like Me, 
10 

Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things which 

have not been done, Saying, ‘My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good 

pleasure’; 
11 

Calling a bird of prey from the east, The man of My purpose from a far country. Truly 

I have spoken; truly I will bring it to pass. I have planned it, surely I will do it. In  Chronicles 20:6 

Jehoshaphat says 6 O Lord, the God of our fathers, are You not God in the heavens? And are You 

not ruler over all the kingdoms of the nations? Power and might are in Your hand so that no one 

can stand against You. And then there is the book of Daniel. And the major lesson of this book is 

that God is in control; that God establishes kings and kingdoms and God removes them as well. He 
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has a plan and is executing it. He is the Lord of history. Daniel knew it. His three friends, Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego knew it. But, the Babylonians among whom they were living, didn’t know 

it. Nebuchadnezzar, the king, didn’t know it, but he was about to find out. God gave the king a 

dream about a great statue that represented many kingdoms that would come and go but no one was 

able to interpret the dream except for Daniel. So Daniel was brought before the king and said, 

Daniel 2:20-22 Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever, For wisdom and power belong to 

Him.  
21 

“It is He who changes the times and the epochs; He removes kings and establishes kings; 

He gives wisdom to wise men And knowledge to men of understanding. 
22 

“It is He who reveals the 

profound and hidden things; He knows what is in the darkness, And the light dwells with Him. 

Daniel says that God not only knows what will happen but that He also determines what will 

happen 21ab It is He who changes the times and the epochs; He removes kings and establishes 

kings. But still, the king didn’t learn, so God gave him another dream and this one told him how he 

was about to be humbled by God. God said you will lose your sanity and become like a wild animal 

and 4:25 be driven away from mankind and your dwelling place be with the beasts of the field, and 

you be given grass to eat like cattle and be drenched with the dew of heaven; and seven periods of 

time will pass over you, until you recognize that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind 

and bestows it on whomever He wishes. 28-32 All this happened to Nebuchadnezzar the king. 

29 
Twelve months later he was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon. 

30 
The king 

reflected and said, ‘Is this not Babylon the great, which I myself have built as a royal residence by 

the might of my power and for the glory of my majesty?’ 
31 

While the word was in the king’s mouth, 

a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is declared: sovereignty has 

been removed from you, 
32 

and you will be driven away from mankind, and your dwelling place will 

be with the beasts of the field. You will be given grass to eat like cattle, and seven periods of time 

will pass over you until you recognize that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind and 

bestows it on whomever He wishes. And immediately it happened as Daniel had said until 

Nebuchadnezzar got his philosophy of history straightened out. So, if you don’t want to turn into a 

bird,  give heed to this word. Understand that God is the lord of history, the future is in his hands 

and He will sovereignly direct it according to His inscrutable plan. That’s the first essential of a 

Christian view of history. 

     The second thing it is essential to understand about history is that Christ is the Center of it. Jesus 

Christ is the center of history. I remember several years ago Parade magazine had some supposed 
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expert list the 30 most influential persons of history and this guy listed Jesus as #2. #2?! That is 

absurd!  Even if you don’t believe He is God any objective look at the facts must conclude that no 

one can compare to Jesus in historical significance. Just think about the historical calendar. How do 

we date events? We say that Rome conquered the Mediterranean between 270 and 150 and then we 

add two letters? B.C. Which means “Before Christ.” And then we say that Columbus discovered 

America in the year 1492 A.D. which means “Ano Domine” or year of our Lord. When we do this 

we recognize, and rightly so, that the Christ-event is the mid-point of the entire historical process. 

And that doesn’t just express the western practice of dating but a fundamental New Testament 

truth. The incarnation of Jesus Christ is the turning point of all history. Galatians 4:4 when the 

fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman. In the fullness of time, Jesus 

came. All of human history to that point had been a prelude for His coming. All of human history 

after that point is a result of His coming. As I thought thru this point I reflected on the history 

classes I had in high-school and college and how bankrupt and even misleading is a historical 

education that puts Jesus in a footnote and refers you to the religion department. Until you 

understand what God was doing in Christ you don’t understand history at all regardless of how 

many facts you’ve filed away.  

     Oscar Cullman notes that the primary difference between an Old Testament understanding of 

history and a New Testament understanding is that the midpoint of history has moved from the 

future to the past. They looked forward to the fullness of time. We look back on it. The Christian is 

conscious of living between the midpoint of history and its culmination in the return of Christ. This 

implies that the coming of Christ was the single most important event of human history. It also 

implies that this event had decisive significance for all subsequent and even for all preceding 

history. Cullman uses an analogy from World War II, that of D-day and V-day. D-Day was the 

decisive battle of the war and guaranteed the enemy’s final defeat. V-day, or V-E day, was when 

the enemy finally surrendered and laid down its arms. Both were great days for the allied forces but 

it was D-day that set the stage for V-day and was ultimately more critical. Now, the first coming of 

Jesus was like D-day in that it was the decisive battle of the war and guaranteed the enemy’s 

ultimate defeat. The second coming of Christ will be like V-day, in which the enemy finally 

surrenders and the fruits of the fighting are fully enjoyed. The New Testament believer lives, so to 

speak, between D-day and V-day in the awareness that His Master is the Beginning, the middle and 

the culmination of all history.  
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       Flowing out of this point is our third essential understanding of history which is that the new 

age is here and now.  I suppose that term “new age” may bring to mind different things for you than 

it does for me. The new age movement was all the rage twenty years back. Christian magazines 

wrote all about it.  Popular books warned the church of its influence. Seminars taught us how to 

reach new-agers. I never learned much about the new age movement except that it had something 

to do with Shirley MacClaine and was a lot more spiritual than your basic secular humanism. 

Frankly, I never confronted much of this new age business but I am a little miffed that someone has 

taken another great biblical word and misused it. The new age didn’t begin when Shirley 

MacClaine went out on a limb. It began when Jesus went up to a throne. When Jesus popped on the 

scene in Mark 1:15, He said, “The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God is at hand.” Jesus 

declared in much of what He said that a new era had arrived, a new covenant was established, a 

new day had dawned. And if you read the sermons in Acts and the epistles of Paul you see over and 

again how the apostles compared what was to what is, even as Peter, on the day of Pentecost, 

explained what was going on by saying, “this is what was spoken of by Joel. This is the evidence 

that the new age, the last days, have arrived.” Dear People, Christianity is the New Age movement. 

And if you don’t know that it may be because you are still living in the past. You are still in the 

dark ages. Jesus invites you to the light; and when you come you will see that Christ is king and He 

rules even now. We live now in the time of His dominion. D-day has happened. It’s just that some 

of you don’t know it yet.  

       The fourth essential for a Christian understanding of history is to know that all of history is 

moving toward a goal ® namely the new heavens and the new earth. History is more than just a 

series of unrelated events happening by chance. As we have seen under point one, there is a 

director for this play and that director is moving it along to its appointed end. More than likely 

that’s the way you think. Because of our Christian academic heritage most westerners think of 

history in linear terms. We believe it started at some point and is headed somewhere; but you 

should know that many people have a very different conception. Hindus have a circular perception 

of history. Time to them is an endless loop, and, therefore,  meaningless. They don’t see themselves 

as shaping history because they don’t think you can. Similarly, evolutionary theory sees history as 

wholly devoid of meaning. It is just the product of chance + time + natural selection. There is no 

one at the controls and no destination. It’s like we are all sitting on a big jet and the pilot’s voice 

comes over the loudspeaker and says, “Now there’s no cause for alarm, but we felt that you 
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passengers should know that for the last three hours we’ve been flying without the benefit of radio, 

compass, radar or navigational beam. This means, in the broad sense of the word, that I am not 

quite sure in which direction we are heading. I’m sure you’ll be interested to know however, on the 

brighter side of the picture, that we are making excellent time.”  That is really the view of history 

being taught in American schools in our generation. We are going nowhere fast. And, if we keep 

listening to that and teaching that, our whole concept of who we are will be altered and perverted. 

Bertrand Russell was one man who sought to take evolutionary theory to its logical ends. Listen to 

what he wrote:  “That man is the product of causes that had no prevision of the end they were 

achieving’ that his origin, his growth, his hopes and fears, his loves and his beliefs, are but the 

outcome of accidental collocations of atoms; that no fire, no heroism, no intensity of thought and 

feeling can preserve an individual life beyond the grave, that all the labors of the ages, all the 

devotion, all the inspiration, all the noonday brightness of human genius are destined to extinction 

in the vast death of the solar system, and the whole temple of Man’s achievement must inevitably 

be buried beneath the debris of a universe in ruins - all these things, if not quite beyond dispute, are 

yet to nearly certain, that no philosophy which rejects them can hope to stand. Only within the 

scaffolding of these truths, only on the firm foundation of unyielding despair, can the soul’s 

habitation henceforth be safely built.... Brief and powerless is Man’s life; on him and all his race 

the slow, sure doom falls pitiless and dark.” Isn’t that encouraging? But it’s also consistent with 

atheistic evolution and the humanist view of man.(Woody Allen clip) If history began by accident 

and is headed to futility then what is the point to life? There is none. Our souls are eaten up with 

meaningless despair.  

    But the Christian comes against that despairing nonsense with the word of God that tells us we 

have been made by God with a destiny of eternal significance.  What we do and what we are makes 

a genuine difference because right now counts and it counts because it counts forever.  Just listen to 

how Scripture reads in Ephesians 1:9-10 (NIV) He made known to us the mystery of His will, 

according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him 
10 

with a view to an administration 

suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the 

heavens and things on the earth.  And then in 3:11  This was in accordance with the eternal 

purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord.  What we are engaged in now is part of a 

plan of eternal significance. This train is going somewhere and God has revealed to us the 

destination.  
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       So, those are the four essential elements of a Scriptural view of history: God is the Lord of 

history,  Christ is the center of history; the new age of God’s kingdom has arrived and we are 

moving toward the goal of a new redeemed heavens and a new redeemed earth.  Now let’s take a 

few minutes to look at two practical implications of these truths.  First of all, this Christian 

interpretation of history speaks to each of us and says, “Don’t worry; be happy.” Now that’s a loose 

way to put it. Maybe it would sound more spiritual to say, “Be hopeful, not discouraged.” You like 

that? ® The point is very much the same and the reason is clear. Our God is on the throne. The 

Lord who loved us enough to die for us is the Lord of history, and the center of history and the 

director of history of what or whom shall I be afraid? I am just gullible enough to believe Romans 

8:28 where God says He is working all things together for the good of those who love Him. 

Romans 8:28 informs my view of futureworld and although most Christians will say they believe 

that verse the way they talk about the future leaves me wondering. Hendrikus Berkhof, in his book, 

“Christ the Meaning of History” writes (Quote from Hoekema p.38) The average Christian does 

not expect to see  any positive sign of Christ’s reign in the world. He believes that the world only 

becomes worse and races in the direction of the antichrist .... The average Christian is not aware of 

the presence of the Kingdom in the world today.... Prevalent in our churches is a bad kind of 

pietism ..., which limits the power of Christ to his personal relationship to the individual believer, 

and which sees no connection between Christ and world-events, or between Christ and daily work. 

This leads to an ungrateful blindness for the signs of Christ’s reign in the present. Expressions such 

as ‘we live on the edge of a volcano,’ ‘it can’t last this way much longer,” 'humanity is steadily 

becoming worse,’ ‘the end of time is near,’ are very popular in Christian circles. And they believe 

that this pessimism of culture .... is completely in agreement with Christian faith. This popular 

pessimism can be traced to the aggressive dissemination of dispensationalism in the last half-

century which has tapped into the doomsday market with numerous books from The Late Great 

Planet Earth to the Left Behind series. Dispensationalism is a term I hope to make familiar over the 

next few months. It is a system of thought that tends toward a certain pessimism regarding 

humanity this side of a future millennial reign of Jesus. But, if you believe, as Scripture teaches, 

that Jesus rules now, that God’s kingdom has come, then you have reason to look forward to what 

the expression of his reign will be tomorrow. Leonard Ravenhill says there are only three types of 

people in the world. Those who are afraid; those who are ignorant; and those who believe the Bible. 

When the Roman world fell apart, and all of Western Civilization collapsed with it, the hearts of 
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men failed them for fear. It was then that Cyprian spoke for himself and other believers by saying: 

“We want to stand upright amid the ruins of the world, and not lie on the ground with those who 

have no hope.” Secular philosophies of history, because they are themselves conditioned by the 

passing of time, are incapable of standing upright. But the one who stood upright on a cross 2000 

years ago, who can transform our lives today, and who will assuredly come again with glory to 

judge the living and the dead - He is able to lift us from the ground, and give us the gift of a 

historical hope that will never be disappointed.  

   That’s the first practical implication of a Christian view of history. The second is that the 

characteristic activity of the present age is missions.  If Christ has indeed inaugurated the kingdom 

of God and if he has indeed given us a great commission, as he has, then the great task of the 

church is to carry out our assignment with diligence until the consummation of the age. Just before 

His ascension, in Matthew  28, Jesus set before His disciples the agenda for the period of history 

between His coming and His return. 18-20 Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority 

has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 
19 

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
20 

teaching them to 

observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” And it 

is this great commission that gives meaning to our day and age. We live in the day, when work is to 

be done, when disciples are to be made and taught in every part of the world. In II Peter 3 we read 

of those who mock at the Christian hope and say, “Where is your Jesus? Where is this King you say 

will return.” It’s been 2000 years and nothing has changed. The response comes in II Peter 3:8-9 

But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a 

thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. 
9 

The Lord is not slow about His promise, as 

some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to 

repentance.  The reason for the delay. The reason why God has allowed there to be such a lengthy 

gap between the ascension and return of Christ is that others might repent and be saved. Friend, 

God has not left us here just so we can sing hymns until we’re raptured. We are supposed to be 

about His work. The stream of history is moving toward the redemption of a people for God’s 

possession and you are to have a hand in that work. You are to be a disciple yourself, expressing 

the rule of Christ in your life in your family, in your job, in your church, in your worship; and if 

you are truly His disciple you will keep his command to help make other disciples. You will be a 
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part of the greatest army of all time, the church of the living God that moves forward in Almighty 

power to rescue souls from the pits of darkness.  

    Let me tell you, the world doesn’t understand what counts. The things that make headlines on 

earth are not always the things that make headlines in heaven. The greatest things happening in the 

world today usually gets very little press; but the greatest thing going on in our world is that Jesus 

Christ is building His church, He is increasing the power and influence of His holy kingdom. And 

I’m happy to tell you that I am a part of that. God has given me a role to play in the making of 

history, and he has one available for you to. Where are you going to find the movers and shakers of 

this age?  You often find them in the upstairs apartment, but besides that, you will find them in the 

church. Those of you who are actively involved in the being and making of disciples have tapped in 

to the flow of history and the power of History’s king. Our lives are not vain; we are making a 

difference. Are you? Most people in our society are living pointless lives, absolutely pointless. I 

once heard a speaker suggest that you go to a lake, stick your hand in the water and then pull it out. 

He said, “the hole that you leave represents the impact of your life.” Boy, that makes you feel good 

doesn’t it? That makes you want to get out of bed in the morning, doesn’t it? No way. But honestly, 

that does describe the impact of many. But not the children of the kingdom. We are people of 

destiny! We have a job that makes a difference for time and eternity. I look around this room and I 

am so encouraged because I know many of you get this, and you are living it. I look at someone 

like Deb Holt who has, along with her husband, invested so much into building this church while at 

the same time she has cared for her aging parents, parented three young men in the ways of Jesus, 

served on the boards Grove City College and the Blackburn Study Center both of which are 

devoted to raising up fully-equipped Christ-followers for the next generation. She is making a 

difference. How about you? Maybe you are built differently; your gifts and service will be in other 

areas but surely there is a kingdom job suited for you, whether that is planting shrubs along the 

building or helping with student ministry or teaching Jr. Church or going on a mission trip or 

serving your neighbor in Jesus' name or discipling some young children. You can only lose by 

sitting on the sidelines. When you understand what God is doing in this era of history you will, you 

must, get involved in the mission of the church, which is the purpose of God, the Lord and Master 

of history. Let’s pray. (give time to think)  


