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EXODUS #10 ch.12 pt.2  11-17-13 

THE PASSOVER    

       Exodus 12:1-14 Now the Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month 

shall be the beginning of months for you; it is to be the first month of the year to you. 3 Speak to all 

the congregation of Israel, saying, ‘On the tenth of this month they are each one to take a lamb for 

themselves, according to their fathers’ households, a lamb for each household. 4 Now if the 

household is too small for a lamb, then he and his neighbor nearest to his house are to take one 

according to the number of persons in them; according to what each man should eat, you are to 

divide the lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be an unblemished male a year old; you may take it from the 

sheep or from the goats. 6 You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month, then the 

whole assembly of the congregation of Israel is to kill it at twilight. 7 Moreover, they shall take 

some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses in which they eat 

it. 8 They shall eat the flesh that same night, roasted with fire, and they shall eat it with unleavened 

bread and bitter herbs. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled at all with water, but rather roasted 

with fire, both its head and its legs along with its entrails. 10 And you shall not leave any of it over 

until morning, but whatever is left of it until morning, you shall burn with fire. 11 Now you shall eat 

it in this manner: with your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; 

and you shall eat it in haste—it is the Lord’s Passover.  How many of you know what this is? This 

is an Awareness Ribbon. They come in all kinds and for any cause these days. Such a ribbon is 

designed to express your personal concern about some disease or other human problem. At some 

point, maybe, they begin to lose their impact. Some see these ribbons as an example of the triumph 

of symbolism over substance. Symbolism over substance. That really can be a problem. The idea is 

that instead of really doing anything about a problem, you just deal with it symbolically. You wear 

a feed- the-world ribbon, or a save-the-whales ribbon and feel good about yourself when, in fact, 

you’ve done nothing to help. Symbols can be dangerous in that way. They often become substitutes 

for substance. For some people, all the Christianity they know is found in baptisms and rituals and 

fancy words - symbols but no substance. I hope you see the danger in that. But I also hope you see 

the opposite danger. It is possible, in our zeal to make sure we have substance, that we denigrate 

legitimate symbols which are extremely useful when properly joined to the realities to which they 

point. You see a sign or symbol is not meant to bring attention on itself but to point us to the reality 

being represented.  Water baptism reminds us of our need to be cleansed by the Holy Spirit. July 4 
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reminds us of the cost and worth of freedom. These symbols and ceremonies are of tremendous 

value when used rightly and not misused.  

    Now, I say all that to introduce our study today of one of Scripture’s greatest symbols - that of 

the Passover celebration. The Passover meal is a sacrament, and a sacrament is a tangible, visible 

practice which sets forth and points to an intangible reality. Last week we talked about the reality 

behind the Passover. Last week we dealt with the substance of the matter, the judgment of God and 

the deliverance from it which comes only through the blood of the real and ultimate Lamb whose 

name is Jesus. Well today we look at the symbols, at the how, the when, the why and the who of 

the Passover.  

    First, the instructions given for the taking of the Passover meal. 1-2 Now the Lord said to Moses 

and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall be the beginning of months for you; it is to be 

the first month of the year to you. Interesting that God should direct His people to start a new 

calendar.  From  now on, He says, Passover will mark the beginning of the year for you. It’s a way 

of saying how important this is going to be. It’s a way too of indicating that God is doing a new 

thing. What is about to happen is of great historical magnitude. And you want even your calendar 

to reflect that. Christians have done the same thing, haven’t we? We have developed a calendar that 

points to one thing as the turning point of history. What is that? The coming of Christ. Time is now 

measured according to its relationship to the incarnation of God’s Son, either B.C. or A.D. Beyond 

that our weekly calendar is adjusted. What day is today? It is Sunday. Any significance in that? 

Absolutely. Why do we gather for worship on this day?  To remember the resurrection of Christ. 

That was an event of such cosmic significance that we remember it every week. Sunday is a special 

day. That is the kind of thing God is doing here as He rearranges the Jewish calendar to make a 

point. Then He says 3a Speak to all the congregation of Israel.  For the first time, God calls the 

people of Israel a congregation. This word will become commonplace from here on but it was 

never used before. Again, God is doing something new and wonderful.  He is beginning right here 

the Old Testament church. In their redemption from Egypt and their incorporation under Moses, the 

Hebrews became the newly formed people of God, His church, begun at the Passover. Now when 

did the New Testament church begin? Think about it. When did Jesus say, "this is the new covenant 

in my blood?” It too was begun at Passover, at the Last Supper, when Christ instituted the 

sacramental meal of the new age which we call the Lord’s Supper.  
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       Moving on, 5 Your lamb shall be an unblemished male a year old; you may take it from the 

sheep or from the goats. None of this is empty ritual. When God orders a sacrament, it has 

meaning. What is behind the directive to pick an unblemished animal?  It is the principle that you 

offer to God your best because He is a holy God. You don’t bring sorry offerings to a God like 

ours. But even more importantly, this Passover lamb had to represent the Eternal Lamb of God.  It 

had to prefigure Jesus Himself and the meaning here is that God’s lamb would be without sin, that 

He would be perfect. That is the reality. And when we look at the New Testament that is exactly 

what we find. I Peter 1:19 calls Jesus a lamb unblemished and spotless. I Peter 2:22 says that Jesus 

committed no sin.  Hebrews 4:15 we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. Jesus Himself 

was so bold as to ask his enemies John 8:46a Which one of you convicts Me of sin? He said John 

8:29c I always do the things that are pleasing to Him. (referring to God).  The teaching of the New 

Testament, the claim of Jesus Himself was moral perfection. Now, either He was an egomaniac 

looney or He is everything he claimed to be. I’m persuaded of His sinlessness and I see the 

beautiful consistency of the Scriptures on this. The Passover Lamb, which prefigured Him, was to 

be spotless. And then the way Jesus was born confirms it. What’s the big deal with the virgin birth? 

Why the need for that? The reason why the Messiah would be born of a virgin it that He might 

escape the corruption of sin which is passed on from father to child in normal generation. The 

virgin birth is not just something thrown in to spice up the Christmas story. It is fundamental to the 

person of Christ and to His mission. You see, if Christ was Himself tainted by sin, if He Himself 

owed the wages of sin then He could not take my sin away. But He was clean. He had no sin of His 

own and so could be the sin-bearer. II Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on 

our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. That’s the substance to 

which the Passover lamb was pointing.  

    Briefly then let me note how the lamb was joined in this meal by two other elements. There was 

unleavened bread, bread without yeast, flat, airless, cracker-like bread. There was to be a whole 

week of unleavened bread after the Passover to represent the cleaning out of a sinful life.  Leaven 

was used here as a symbol for sin. Bitter herbs - the Passover apparently was not meant to be a taste 

treat. The bitter herbs were likely used to remind them of the bitterness of their Egyptian bondage. 

The lamb itself, which was the only appetizing portion of the meal, was to be roasted. 9 Do not eat 

any of it raw or boiled at all with water, but rather roasted with fire, both its head and its legs 
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along with its entrails. The reasoning for this instruction is found in the prophecy about Christ in 

Psalm 34:20 He keeps all his bones, Not one of them is broken. To be able to boil the lamb you 

would have to break some bones to get it into a pot, but this was an important point of messianic 

prophecy. Jesus would die a horrid death but would have no bones broken. It was the habit of Rome 

to break the legs of men who were crucified in order to get the dying over with because once the 

legs were broken the convict could offer no upward thrust and would be suffocated by gravity. It 

was worth noting then that when the soldiers came to break the legs of Jesus they found him 

already dead and stuck him in the side instead of breaking his legs. John 19:36 For these things 

came to pass to fulfill the Scripture, “Not a bone of Him shall be broken.” So, the lamb was to be 

roasted. Others have suggested as well that the roasting fire is a good picture of the hell which 

Jesus endured for our sakes. This would not be a watered down Jesus, but one who took the full 

heat of divine wrath. The details of Passover instruction were designed to and did fit the story of 

Jesus because both were written by the same Author.  

       We shall move beyond the how of the Passover now to look at the when.  The particular night 

of the first Passover was clearly delineated by God but there is more to the when question 14 Now 

this day will be a memorial to you, and you shall celebrate it as a feast to the Lord; throughout 

your generations you are to celebrate it as a permanent ordinance.  24 you shall observe this event 

as an ordinance for you and your children forever. There you see the words permanent and forever. 

The Passover was a one-time event with which led to a yearly memorial. The remembrance of 

God’s salvation in Egypt was to never stop. That is why serious Jews to this day will celebrate 

Passover in, more or less, the Biblical way. But the question deserves to be asked, why don’t we? If 

we are God’s people and this is His ordinance, should we not keep it? And the answer is, yes, we 

should and yes, we do. But in the new covenant in which we find ourselves, the administration of 

the ordinances of God has undergone some change. The original Passover was given in the days of 

promise and we live in the day of fulfillment. They all looked forward to Christ, we now look back. 

In the death of Jesus, the final blood sacrifice has been offered. All that blood which abounded in 

the Old Testament is now gone. The bloody rituals have become bloodless. Circumcision, the rite 

of cleansing, has given way to baptism. Passover has given way to the Lord’s Supper. Now, what 

are my grounds for claiming that? Several things. Clearly the Lord’s Supper was instituted when? 

At the last supper, the Passover meal of Jesus and the disciples wherein Jesus taught His disciples 

the family meal of the new covenant. Communion was designed by Jesus to be everything to 
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Christians that Passover was to the Jews. I think you’ll see that as we move to our next major point 

which is the why of the Passover. 

     There are two purposes for the Passover ordinance made plain in the text, both of which hold 

true for New Testament communion. In its essence the Lord’s Supper is what? The word is used in 

verse 14. It is a memorial. How did Jesus introduce the Lord's Supper? This do in remembrance of 

me. That is the core meaning of the event. It brings to mind the salvation which God brought to 

pass through the shedding of the blood of the Lamb. Those Passover sacrifices and Passover meals 

pointed back to Egypt and they pointed ahead to Calvary.  Now that the real Lamb has come and 

died. Now that the fulfillment has come, we certainly don’t forget what God has done. We continue 

to remember; we have an ordinance of remembrance; but how did Jesus say we should now 

remember Him? Thru the Passover? No, thru the bread and the cup, thru the new Passover 

instituted by Jesus but with essentially the same purpose as the old. When we sit at the Lord’s table 

we are presented with a visual and acted-out sermon which reminds of us Christ and His sacrifice 

for us. It is a memorial. And Brethren, God thinks we need memorials. God is concerned about us 

forgetting. You say, how could we forget the cross? How could we forget Christ’s sacrifice? You 

overestimate human nature when you ask that.  There are some churches today where the only hint 

of a substitutionary sacrifice for sinners comes in the communion service. We need this event. We 

need to remember via ritual, partly because there is a power to the visual and the dramatic that is 

not contained in the spoken word. And that is a lesson we low-church protestants need more than 

anybody. Look at what  God says in Exodus 13. He is so concerned to make sure they never forget 

what He did in Egypt that He gives them two more rituals of remembrance. 13:3-10 Moses said to 

the people, “Remember this day in which you went out from Egypt, from the house of slavery; for 

by a powerful hand the Lord brought you out from this place. And nothing leavened shall be eaten. 

4 On this day in the month of Abib, you are about to go forth. 5 It shall be when the Lord brings 

you to the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Hivite and the Jebusite, which He 

swore to your fathers to give you, a land flowing with milk and honey, that you shall observe this 

rite in this month. 6 For seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there 

shall be a feast to the Lord. 7 Unleavened bread shall be eaten throughout the seven days; and 

nothing leavened shall be seen among you, nor shall any leaven be seen among you in all your 

borders. 8 You shall tell your son on that day, saying, ‘It is because of what the Lord did for me 

when I came out of Egypt.’ 9 And it shall serve as a sign to you on your hand, and as a reminder on 
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your forehead, that the law of the Lord may be in your mouth; for with a powerful hand the Lord 

brought you out of Egypt. 10 Therefore, you shall keep this ordinance at its appointed time from 

year to year.  The feast of unleavened bread, every year, what was it for? To make sure they didn’t 

forget. But God still isn’t done. 11-12 Now when the Lord brings you to the land of the Canaanite, 

as He swore to you and to your fathers, and gives it to you, 12 you shall devote to the Lord the first 

offspring of every womb, and the first offspring of every beast that you own; the males belong to the 

Lord.  That is, the first born male was to be sacrificed. Donkeys were unacceptable for sacrifice 

which explains the next verse. 13a But every first offspring of a donkey you shall redeem with a 

lamb. That is, you sacrifice a lamb in its place. 13b-d  but if you do not redeem it, then you shall 

break its neck; and every firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem. You don’t sacrifice 

your son. Again, a substitute offering was allowed, in this case we read in Numbers that you 

redeem, or buy back your son from the Lord for a gift of five shekels. But when you go through this 

you are reminded of something, that the first born is holy to God in order to remind you of the 

Passover. 14-16 And it shall be when your son asks you in time to come, saying, ‘What is this?’ 

then you shall say to him, ‘With a powerful hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, from the house 

of slavery. 15 It came about, when Pharaoh was stubborn about letting us go, that the Lord killed 

every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of beast. Therefore, 

I sacrifice to the Lord the males, the first offspring of every womb, but every firstborn of my sons I 

redeem.’ 16 So it shall serve as a sign on your hand and as phylacteries on your forehead, for with 

a powerful hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt.”  Do you see how concerned God is that the 

people not forget? Why the concern? Why is remembering so important? I used to know this. It is 

important because our thinking is at the core of our doing. Ben Patterson wrote something years 

ago I’ve never forgotten. He said, "Apart from simple fatigue, all loss of motivation is due to 

forgetfulness.” I’ll say that again and you listen ®. When do we grow weary of all our Christian 

striving? When do we get discouraged and throw in the towel? When we take our eyes off of the 

cross. When we forget the why of all our doing, when we lose sight of what God has done for us. 

When we forget what God has done we start to doubt and to wonder. All of us have moments when 

we wonder, "Does God really care about me?” All of us have times when we wonder if God is 

really able to save us. But when we look back, and remember what He has done for us before, what 

He has done for our fathers, what He did in Egypt and at Calvary all our questions are wiped away, 

all our discouragement is gone. There are events from my own life  - many of them - that do that 
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for me. I recall what God did, and how God moved, how real and present the Lord was for me in 

certain moments and I shake my head and shout, God is real! God is alive! That’s why the devil is 

in the forgetting business. And that’s why God provides numerous aids to your memory. 

Deuteronomy 4:9 Moses was concerned about this same thing. 9 Only give heed to yourself and 

keep your soul diligently, so that you do not forget the things which your eyes have seen and they 

do not depart from your heart all the days of your life; but make them known to your sons and your 

grandsons.  So, how do you think the people of Israel did? Judges 3. In spite of all His warnings 

Judeges 3:7 The sons of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, and forgot the Lord their 

God and served the Baals and the Asheroth. Implied here is that before they could fall into idolatry 

they  had to first forget the Lord. 8:33-34 Then it came about, as soon as Gideon was dead, that the 

sons of Israel again played the harlot with the Baals, and made Baal-berith their god. 34 Thus the 

sons of Israel did not remember the Lord their God, who had delivered them from the hands of all 

their enemies on every side.  Psalm 78 speaks of the generation of the Passover 40-42 How often 

they rebelled against Him in the wilderness And grieved Him in the desert! 41 Again and again 

they tempted God, And pained the Holy One of Israel. 42 They did not remember His power, The 

day when He redeemed them from the adversary.  For you and me the lesson is clear. Take every 

opportunity to remember. Fill your life up with tokens of God’s working. Keep a journal of all that 

God has done for you. Set up your own memorials in addition to the ones which God commands. 

Some people I know celebrate a spiritual  birthday. That’s the kind of thing I’m talking about. 

Psalm 77:11 I shall remember the deeds of the Lord; Surely I will remember Your wonders of old. 

Psalm 145:5-7a On the glorious splendor of Your majesty And on Your wonderful works, I will 

meditate. 6 Men shall speak of the power of Your awesome acts, And I will tell of Your greatness. 7 

They shall eagerly utter the memory of Your abundant goodness.  

   So, the primary why of the Passover, the primary purpose of the Lord’s Supper, is that it is given 

for a memorial. Secondly, it is given as a teaching tool. I called it before a visual sermon and for 

some people that is the best way to learn. 12:24 you shall observe this event as an ordinance for 

you and your children forever. Notice the special mention of children. 26-27 And when your 

children say to you, ‘What does this rite mean to you?’ 27 you shall say, ‘It is a Passover sacrifice 

to the Lord who passed over the houses of the sons of Israel in Egypt when He smote the Egyptians, 

but spared our homes.’” What is one of the expected results of this event? The kids will ask 

questions. They will want to know what its all about and when they ask what do you do? You say, 
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"Go see the pastor.” Is that it? No! You say, “Sign up for communicants class.” Was that it? No. 

Who is supposed to teach the kids the meaning of the holiday? You are, Mom and Dad!  One of the 

primary reasons you do it is to engrain these things into the fabric of your childrens' lives. I find it 

interesting that God even mentions this back in chapter 10:1-2 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go to 

Pharaoh, for I have hardened his heart and the heart of his servants, that I may perform these signs 

of Mine among them, 2 and that you may tell in the hearing of your son, and of your grandson, how 

I made a mockery of the Egyptians and how I performed My signs among them, that you may know 

that I am the Lord.” Concerning the redemption of the first born we read 13:14 And it shall be 

when your son asks you in time to come, saying, ‘What is this?’ then you shall say to him, ‘With a 

powerful hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. Religious ritual and 

remembrance, when it is wedded to substance and reality, becomes a great way to remember and 

instruct. 

     Now, we go to the Who of the Passover. Who is it that may partake of this meal? Look at verse 

43. But before we look at that I’ll ask you - if you were a seven year old Hebrew in Israel would 

you have eaten the Passover?  Tell me, would you have been allowed? (vote) Of course you would. 

Not only was the Passover the family meal that evening but it was especially designed to provoke 

your interest. You, as a little one, were not considered ineligible due to immaturity or ignorance. 

You ate with Mom and Dad. Nobody I know disputes this point. The little ones ate the Passover!  

And since that is true, should the children of believers not also eat the New Testament sacramental 

meal? Should our kids not share as well in the table of the Lord? I am persuaded they should. I 

don’t think it is best to withhold the elements of communion from our children just because they 

are small and ignorant. The denomination our church is a part of believes otherwise.  There are, I 

grant, legitimate reasons for keeping kids away from the Lord’s Supper. I don’t deem them 

sufficient but I respect those who differ with me on the question. The Evangelical Presbyterian 

Church requires a statement of faith to the elders before a child is admitted to the Lord’s Table; so 

we, as elders here do require that of our kids, out of submission to the larger church. I encourage 

you to bring your children to us and let us interview them for a profession of faith at their level. 

You may convey your desire to me or Pastor Bobby. We have no age restrictions but we are 

required to hear a verbal profession. But, I believe our practice as a denomination is not entirely 

consistent with our theology, a theology that recognizes our children as members of the church 

until or unless they consciously opt out. This is why we baptize our children before they can make 
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profession. In the same way, children of believers took the Old Testament sacramental meal; they 

should, as well, take the New Testament meal. If you want more on the argument for that position, 

just let me know.  

    Still there is more to learn about who was admitted, and there was hope for you if you were not a 

Hebrew. 43 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “This is the ordinance of the Passover: no 

foreigner is to eat of it.  That is, nobody who is not with us, who is not part of the holy community. 

It didn’t mean you had to be a biological descendant of Abraham. 44-45 but every man’s slave 

purchased with money, after you have circumcised him, then he may eat of it. 45 A sojourner or a 

hired servant shall not eat of it.  The reasoning is that a hired man had not really joined up. He was 

still an outsider. 48-49 But if a stranger sojourns with you, and celebrates the Passover to the Lord, 

let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near to celebrate it; and he shall be like a 

native of the land. But no uncircumcised person may eat of it. 49 The same law shall apply to the 

native as to the stranger who sojourns among you.” In a word what had to be true of you? You had 

to bring your family into the community of faith via the circumcision of all the males. Race didn’t 

matter. Religion did. If you were not committed to the ways of God in the Old Testament you were 

not included. Same is true now. If you are not with us religiously, with respect to your faith 

commitments, you aren’t invited. You have to be committed to the same King we are. And, if you 

have not received the New Testament cleansing rite, which is baptism, then you can’t join us.  This 

is not for everyone is it? There are rules about who gets in; but notice this: then and now, whoever 

really wants to come may come. AW Pink put it so well. When describing these admission rules he 

said, "A wall was erected to shut out enemies, but the door was open to receive friends.” ® Some of 

you are standing outside the wall today. Some of you can only, in good conscience pass the plate 

down the row today. You are not qualified to take the Lord’s Supper. You either have not been 

baptized by water or you have not been baptized of heart. To you I say, "Hey, there is a door. We 

don’t want you outside. We want you to enter by faith and have sweet communion with us for 

indeed our communion, our fellowship, is with the Father above and with His Son, Jesus Christ.”  

Let’s pray.  

 


