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EXODUS #8 Ch.11 11-3-13 

Israel vs. Egypt 

 
    Exodus 11:1-7 Now the Lord said to Moses, “One more plague I will bring on Pharaoh and on 

Egypt; after that he will let you go from here. When he lets you go, he will surely drive you out 

from here completely. 2 Speak now in the hearing of the people that each man ask from his 

neighbor and each woman from her neighbor for articles of silver and articles of gold.” 3 The Lord 

gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. Furthermore, the man Moses himself was 

greatly esteemed in the land of Egypt, both in the sight of Pharaoh’s servants and in the sight of the 

people. 4 Moses said, “Thus says the Lord, ‘About midnight I am going out into the midst of Egypt, 

5 and all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of the Pharaoh who sits on 

his throne, even to the firstborn of the slave girl who is behind the millstones; all the firstborn of 

the cattle as well. 6 Moreover, there shall be a great cry in all the land of Egypt, such as there has 

not been before and such as shall never be again. 7 But against any of the sons of Israel a dog will 

not even bark, whether against man or beast, that you may understand how the Lord makes a 

distinction between Egypt and Israel.’ 

     December 17, 1903 was a big day in American history. Does anyone know why?  It was on that 

day that Orville and Wilbur Wright succeeded in keeping their homemade airplane off the ground 

for 59 seconds.  Immediately, they rushed a telegram to their sister in Dayton, Ohio, telling of this 

great accomplishment. The telegram read, “First sustained flight today, 59 seconds. Hope to be 

home by Christmas.” Upon receiving the news the sister was so excited that she rushed to the office 

of the local newspaper and gave the telegram to the editor. The next morning the headline read, 

“Local Bicycle Merchants To Be Home For Holidays.” Some people just never seem to catch on.  I 

mean, talk about missing the point!  Woah! Pharaoh had a similar problem. He had not misread one 

telegram but nine of them. God has said thru Moses, “Let my people go.” But Pharaoh refused.  So, 

to make sure Pharaoh understood who was sending this message, God sent the Egyptian king a 

telegram. The Nile was turned to blood, but it didn’t transfuse to Pharaoh’s brain.  Pharaoh didn’t 

get it. Then the land was swamped with frogs, but still Pharaoh totally missed the point. He was 

bugged by the gnats and the insects which followed but still He shut off the voice of God. Then 

came the death of thousands of Egyptian cattle and other livestock, but when it was all done, 

Pharaoh still hadn’t heard God’s voice in it. The plague of sores and boils got under Pharaoh’s skin 

but didn’t reach his heart. The hail beat upon him but his heart remained like ice. The locusts 



 2 

consumed his fields and scared him silly but still Pharaoh didn’t get it. So, God sent darkness, but 

the reason never dawned on old Pharaoh.  Rather than repenting and relenting, his last words to 

Moses came in Exodus 10:28 Pharaoh said to him, “Get away from me! Beware, do not see my 

face again,  for in the day you see my face you shall die!” Thus, this bold, raging Pharaoh became 

one of the great fools of history.  You can miss the message because, like the editor in Dayton, your 

brain is dull. Or, you can miss it like Pharaoh, because your heart is hard; and a hard heart distorts 

your thinking more than anything. The advisors and servants of Pharaoh were begging him to let 

Moses have his demands,  but NO, the king was too proud. Listen, God often tries to get our 

attention through the trials we experience; so we are wise to pay attention to what He is saying. 

Proverbs 29:1 A man who hardens his neck after much reproof will suddenly be broken beyond 

remedy.  Which brings us to chapter 11 of Exodus. 11:1 Now the Lord said to Moses, “One more 

plague I will bring on Pharaoh and on Egypt; after that he will let you go from here. When he lets 

you go, he will surely drive you out from here completely.  God sure sounds confident doesn’t he? 

There is no question in his mind, no uncertainty. God is in control. He’s not up in heaven 

wondering what Pharaoh is going to do. He’s not in doubt over his strategy. Nothing surprises him 

and nothing disappoints Him. And it’s not because He’s such a great student of human nature. God 

knows what Pharaoh is going to do because He ultimately is in control. Proverbs 21:1 The king’s 

heart is like channels of water in the hand of the Lord; He turns it wherever He wishes. Exhibit A - 

King Pharaoh . 

     Exodus 11:2 Speak now in the hearing of the people that each man ask from his neighbor and 

each woman from her neighbor for articles of silver and articles of gold.” This is an interesting 

side-story to the main plot. There is coming a time when God’s people are going to have an 

important use for silver and gold. God’s plan for them includes the portable worship center known 

as the tabernacle. So, the Lord moves now to equip his people to build it by having them obtain 

some gold and silver articles from their Egyptian neighbors and masters. How this happened I’m 

not sure but it seems they simply asked, "Hey, that’s a pretty vase, would you mind letting me have 

that?” 3a  The Lord gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. Again, God leaves nothing 

to chance. He worked in the hearts of the Egyptians to make them generous to the Israelites. Now, 

check this one.  3 The Lord gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. Furthermore, the 

man Moses himself was greatly esteemed in the land of Egypt, both in the sight of Pharaoh’s 

servants and in the sight of the people. Boy, that’s a change isn’t it? It’s amazing what nine straight 
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miracles can do for your reputation. Moses was now “greatly esteemed.” The Hebrew word there 

literally means “heavy.” When he first showed up in Pharaoh’s court he was a lightweight; now 

Moses is a heavy, not only in the perception of the Egyptians but also in the eyes of his own people. 

There is a lesson there that you, when you are doing God’s will, don’t let the early defeats get you 

down.  Don’t worry about the score in the first quarter; you keep plugging away, trusting God and 

sooner or later even your enemies may regard you highly.  

    11:4 Moses said, “Thus says the Lord, ‘About midnight I am going out into the midst of Egypt.  

Egyptian mythology said that midnight was the time when the gods would fight with each other. 

So, God’s gonna go out at midnight to execute judgment on all the gods of Egypt and so 5-6 all the 

firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of the Pharaoh who sits on his throne, 

even to the firstborn of the slave girl who is behind the millstones; all the firstborn of the cattle as 

well. 6 Moreover, there shall be a great cry in all the land of Egypt, such as there has not been 

before and such as shall never be again. But.  The word “but” indicates a coming contrast and quite 

a contrast this is 7 But against any of the sons of Israel a dog will not even bark, whether against 

man or beast, that you may understand how the Lord makes a distinction between Egypt and 

Israel.’ So great is the contrast, that while the Egyptians are all mourning the death of their 

children, the Hebrews are not even disturbed by the barking of a dog. And what is the point for this 

strange providence? Why would God say this? “That” - the word “that” indicates purpose, that you 

may understand how the Lord makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel. God wants you to pay 

attention to something and that something is the distinction in His mind between the people of 

Egypt and the people of Israel. We have spoken in weeks past of how God chose Israel to be his 

special treasure, of how He has set His affection upon her and, in a sense, has taken her, from all 

the nations on the earth to be his bride. And here He emphasizes this again, contrasting the 

Egyptians and Hebrews. This is something God started doing three chapters earlier. Apparently, the 

first three plagues not only affected the Egyptians but also the Hebrews. No more. Starting with the 

plague of insects, God plays favorites and singles out the land of Goshen, where His people lived, 

for special treatment. 8:20-23 Now the Lord said to Moses, “Rise early in the morning and present 

yourself before Pharaoh, as he comes out to the water, and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Let 

My people go, that they may serve Me. 
21 

For if you do not let My people go, behold, I will send 

swarms of flies on you and on your servants and on your people and into your houses; and the 

houses of the Egyptians will be full of swarms of flies, and also the ground on which they  dwell. 
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22 

But on that day I will set apart the land of Goshen, where My people are living, so that no 

swarms of flies will be there, in order that you may know that I, the Lord, am in the midst of the 

land. 
23 

I will put a division between My people and your people. Tomorrow this sign will occur.”’” 

You see it here again don’t you? God is not playing down the difference between Egyptian and 

Hebrew, He is playing it up. He wants to make it clear that one nation is under His curse and the 

other under His favor. The same thing is said about the plague on the livestock 9:4 But he Lord will 

make a distinction between the livestock of Israel and the livestock of Egypt, so that nothing will die 

of all that belongs to the sons of Israel.”’” Again we see it for the plague of hail 25-26 The hail 

struck all that was in the field through all the land of Egypt, both man and beast; the hail also 

struck every plant of the field and shattered every tree of the field. 
26 

Only in the land of Goshen, 

where the sons of Israel were, there was no hail. You gotta know the Egyptians were starting to 

wonder. This was looking like more than coincidence. And probably most dramatic was the 

distinction God made when it came to the plague of darkness. 10:21-23 Then the Lord said to 

Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward the sky, that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, 

even a darkness which may be felt.” 
22 

So Moses stretched out his hand toward the sky, and there 

was thick darkness in all the land of Egypt for three days. 
23 

They did not see one another, nor did 

anyone rise from his place for three days, but all the sons of Israel had light in their dwellings. 

What other proof could Pharaoh have wanted? The Hebrews were like Christians in our society, 

points of light, in an otherwise dark world. Only God could do this. And God did it not only to put 

pressure on Pharaoh, and to show His greatness but also to dramatize the distinction between the 

two peoples.  

    When I was in seminary I was asked to speak to a Christian student group at Belhaven college in 

Jackson, Mississippi. The text I chose was Exodus 11:7. Before I got   meeting was cancelled, so I 

had to wait a long time to preach this sermon. And I’ll begin by telling you why I was going to 

teach from this text to that crowd at Belhaven College. I had gone straight from the University of 

Florida to the campus of Reformed Theological Seminary in Jackson. In terms of the atmosphere 

on campus it was quite a change. For one, the ladies on campus dressed differently. The 

temptations for my thought life were seriously diminished because of that and because there were 

so few ladies at all. To find a wife a young seminarian would wander across town to Belhaven, the 

local Christian college. This I did during my first year. My marriage in year two delivered me from 

this but for a while I was on the loose and so I spent some time at Belhaven, mostly with the folks 
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in this Christian group, and as I did I came to see that these Christian young people had a very 

different mindset than my group back at UF. At school there we Christians knew that we were 

different. We perceived ourselves to be what the Bible says we are: “strangers and aliens on the 

earth.” That realization intensified our fellowship and also focused our mission. We saw the 

university as a mission field. But at Belhaven it wasn’t quite that way.  The Christian kids were not 

interested in evangelism. They did not see themselves as ambassadors of a foreign kingdom. Their 

group was just the more spiritual kids on this Christian campus, and they were missing the fact that 

day in and day out they were sitting in class next to people who were lost.  They either 

misunderstood who they were, or they misunderstood who their neighbors were. They were like 

Israel in Egypt but could not see the enormous distinction which God says is there.  

   The failure to make this distinction leads to some serious problems I’ll get to in a minute. For 

now let me elaborate on this idea of the two classes of men. From the time of Cain and Abel the 

Bible teaches that two races of men occupy this planet. Even though these races may, in many 

respects, look identical God’s word assures us they are as different as heaven and hell. At different 

times and places the Scriptures use different names to refer to these two races. They are called the 

wheat and the chaff, the sheep and the goats, the saved and the perishing, the children of light and 

the children of darkness. In I John 3 it calls them the children of God and the children of the devil. 

Again, to see these two groups eating cookies you could hardly tell the difference but the difference 

is profound as their titles indicate. The children of God have been made spiritually alive by the 

Holy Spirit; they build their lives on the teachings of God’s word and their ultimate loyalty is to 

their Redeemer Creator. The children of the devil, on the other hand, are spiritually dead; they build 

their lives on the deception of a satanic world system and their ultimate loyalty is to self. Do you 

see how profoundly different they are? And do  you understand that I am not making this up? It is 

the Lord who makes the distinction between Egypt and Israel. He sees one group as abiding under 

the curse of sin. They are lost in Adam. He sees the other group as abiding in the righteousness and 

blessing of His Son Jesus Christ. That is not a little difference, that is an enormous difference! And 

a difference that will increase dramatically at the consummation of this age.  

    Now clearly, the majority of people in our world fall in the camp that is still living in sin. They 

do not live for Christ, they do not love His ways.  We are surrounded by people day in and day out 

who are enemies of God, who are called by Scripture the children of the devil, who are lost and 

bound for hell and yet, we are little aware of it. We fail to recognize just how different we, as 
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Christians, are from those who are not. I know that was true for me as I grew up. I just sort of 

thought everybody was a Christian, at least if they were Americans. I think I picked up on the 

growing spirit of our age which downplays the differences, which basically says there is no 

distinction between Egypt and Israel. But the older I got, the more I learned what real Christianity 

is, the more I saw how little of it exists. The more I realized that I, as a follower of Christ, do not 

flow and cannot flow in the mainstream. I’m being very honest here and I’m sure I’m rubbing some 

of you the wrong way. I don’t enjoy that but even that is part of what I am talking about. God says 

that I’m His child and that sets me apart. When looked at quickly this attitude would be regarded as 

arrogant, proud and bigoted. There is clearly a danger of that when Christians talk about being 

God’s special people. A lot of those who do talk like that are arrogant and proud but not rightly so, 

not logically so. Think of Egypt and Israel. The Lord made a distinction. Why? Why did God 

choose to fight for Israel? Why did God make that nation His special people? Nobody has ever 

figured that out. It is what is called unconditional election. God chooses whom he chooses because 

He does it and there is no other reason that we know of. The history of Israel in Egypt hardly won 

the affection of God. From later Old Testament writings it becomes clear that the Hebrews fell into 

all kinds of idolatry in Egypt. Were these people better than the Egyptians? No! Are the followers 

of Christ intrinsically superior to non-believers? No, not morally, nor mentally, not any way. But 

does God make a distinction between those chosen and those not chosen, between the believer in 

Jesus and the unbeliever? Certainly He does. Popular religion says God doesn’t play favorites, but 

God’s word clearly says He does. God doesn’t treat everyone the same. He will have mercy on 

whom He has mercy. Is that fair? If by fair you mean equal, no it's not. Is it just?  Yes, God is 

unjust to no one. To Israel He shows extraordinary mercy. To Egypt, they get what’s coming to 

'em. Do I understand all this? No. But I cannot deny that God himself has made a great distinction 

between those who are His and those who are lost.  

    I move now to the application. The doctrine is that there are two races of humanity, one favored 

and one cursed. When we come to grips with this as Christians, and many of us haven’t, we will see 

spiritual realities more clearly. We will be far better prepared to live as Jesus did when we see as 

Jesus saw. I offer to you two ways this we/they mentality will help you as a believer. #1 it will help 

you avoid the envy and imitation of the ungodly. ® Now, why on earth, would a group favored by 

God be tempted to envy anybody? The reason is that our sight only extends so far. And to the 

extent that we see, it often appears that the other side is winning, that they are the ones favored by 
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God and that being a Christian has nothing to do with it. Who is the most envied human being alive 

today? Do you know? I had to look it up and I would have spent a long time guessing. #1 on the list 

of the most envied is British soccer star and eye-candy, David Beckham. The vote was quite close. 

Richard Branson was second. Twenty years ago however this vote was not even close. The 

runaway winner then was Michael Jordan. All over the country kids were singing about wanting to 

be like Mike. And even though I’ve had a love for basketball since I was small I never wanted to be 

like Mike. I certainly don’t care to be like David Beckham. And I don’t want to be like these  guys 

for the same reason I don’t want to be like Pharaoh. I mean, one year before the exodus, if you had 

asked people who they wanted to be like, Moses or Pharaoh, who would have won? No contest! 

Pharaoh and Egypt, they were flying high, Moses and Israel were in the pits. If your sight only 

encompasses the here and now and the external then you will be tempted to envy and imitate the 

ungodly. But when you understand that the whole Egyptian system, the whole worldly system is 

under a curse that devours the soul and will destroy the body then you have no reason to envy the 

wicked. When you understand that you are a child of the king with an inheritance in glory then you 

have no reason to imitate the ungodly. God has made a distinction between Egypt and Israel and the 

greatest in Egypt is a pauper in Israel.  Do you see that? Any Christian brother, even one alone and 

sick and stuck in a wheel chair is more to be envied than David Beckham. That seems absurd to 

most, but that is just how different the two kingdoms are.  

    When I was in college and really growing and changing as a Christian I ran across two articles in 

the sports page of the Ocala Star Banner that dramatized this point for me and summed up so much 

of what I was learning.  Here they are. Parallel articles about two athletes. The one is about John 

Reaves, former Florida Gator quarterback who was my big hero as a kid. The other is about Eddie 

Johnson, former NBA all-star,  who grew up around my hometown. My point is this: as a kid these 

two represented my goals. They had what I wanted: money, fame, athletic success. But here they 

are: Johnson arrested for possession of cocaine, struggling with depression, Reaves, addicted to 

liquor, drugs and depressed. The Biblical outlook sees thru it all without the article. This is Egypt, 

give me Israel! You say, Hey, Israel is in slavery. That’s okay, better to be free inside, and besides 

that it’s only the first quarter. God forbid that we who know Christ should ever, ever envy someone 

who doesn’t!  How I love the last line of Newton’s great hymn: Savior, if of Zion’s city, I through 

grace a member am, let the world deride or pity, I will glory in Thy name. Fading is the world’s 
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best pleasure, all its boasted pomp and show. Solid joys and lasting treasure, none but Zion’s 

children know.   

    The second practical advantage of seeing the divine distinction between the people of God and 

the people of the world is that such an understanding will promote compassion and evangelism. 

Those who believe that everybody is okay lack motivation to preach the gospel. That’s the problem 

I saw with the group at Belhaven. They were on campus with 100s of lost students but their 

southern traditions on a so-called Christian campus blinded them to this reality. You have to 

believe people are lost, that they are bound to sin and under a curse, and headed to hell. Without 

that you won’t witness. You won’t work to see men saved. You won’t weep over their unbelief. In 

Matthew 9 we read of Jesus looking out over a multitude and feeling compassion for them because 

they were distressed and downcast like sheep without a shepherd.  How could He see that? He 

could see it because He saw men biblically, with the curse of sin resting on them. He wasn’t fooled 

by the nice clothes and the practiced smiles. Ephesians 2 describes unbelievers as being separate 

from Christ, strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 

When we really believe that is where they are we will have compassion as Jesus did, and we will 

seek to win them to the truth of who Jesus is.  

    With that in mind let me close with a word to you who sit among us still in doubt about Jesus, 

still distant from him. You may not know how poor you are because you’ve never known the riches 

of God’s love. So, I won’t try to convince you of your present misery, but I must warn you of your 

future danger. Come judgment day not a dog will bark against the Christians, but wrath and fury 

and eternal death is waiting for you. I urge you now to flee the wrath to come by finding shelter in 

the person of Jesus Christ. Ask Him to save you.  And then come back next Sunday to learn from 

Exodus 12 just how Jesus can and does save His people.  


