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Remember, Look Forward, Celebrate 

2017 is a year of remembering who we are, a year of looking forward to what God is calling 

us to be, and a year of celebrating God’s love and our ministry in Christ’s name. It’s a year to 

remember who we are as children of God and disciples of Jesus Christ. It’s a year to 

remember the faith of those who planted this church in 1842 and all the disciples who 

followed them. It’s a year to remember and have faith in the steadfast love and faithfulness of 

God who continues to call us to reach out into the community, inviting and welcoming all to 

experience and know the love of God. It’s a year to celebrate and to commit again to the 

journey – the path of discipleship through  ministry and mission in this community and 

beyond. 

Several things are planned; all are designed to offer opportunities to remember who we are, 

to look forward to what God is calling us to be, and to celebrate God’s love and our ministry 

in Jesus’ name in this community and this neighborhood.  

There’s a cookbook full of old and new recipes and photos of some saints now of the great 

cloud of witnesses. 

On the 175th day of 2017, June 24, we held a community picnic on the church lawn under 

beautiful blue skies, giving opportunity to share memories around the table, make new 

friends, and give thanks to God. 

And, Bishop David Bard of the Michigan Area of the United Methodist Church has accepted 

our invitation to share in an afternoon worship of thanksgiving on World Communion 

Sunday, October 1. It too will be a time of remembering who we are, looking forward to what 

God is calling us to be, and celebrating God’s love and our ministry in Jesus’ name in this 

community and beyond. Plans are being made to not only invite people and pastors who once 

called Hillsdale First their church, but also people who do not yet know and have not yet 

experienced God’s love in their lives.  

We will invite and celebrate not only with the other United Methodist Churches of the Albion 

District but also Hillsdale churches, some of whom are older or almost as old as we are! Did 

you know that the Episcopalians “began meeting in 1839 in Adam Howder’s Tavern 

whenever the rector of Jonesville’s Grace Episcopal Church was available,” and that the 

Presbyterians and Methodists worshiped in the same school in 1842 and 1843? 

(hillsdalehistoricalsociety.org/early-churches-in-hillsdale) 

We are children of God and disciples of Jesus Christ. We are discerning and looking forward 

to what God is calling us to be. We are celebrating God’s love and our ministry in Christ’s 

name in 2017!  Praise be to God! 

Pastor Pat 
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Pictured here are two views 

of our corner church taken 

over 60 years apart. The 

unsigned text on the reverse 

of a 1953 postcard 

describes the author’s 

perception of the building at 

that time. The tent on the 

lawn this year drew the 

community to a free picnic 

we offered last month to 

celebrate our 175th 

anniversary with neighbors 

and friends. 

 

 

Remember, 

Look Forward, 

Celebrate 
 

 

 

 

Unsigned text from the postcard pictured 
here: March, April, May 1953, “This is the 
church I attended most of the time while 
living in Hillsdale. While the outside appears 
shabby and unkept, the interior is 
redecorated in a beautiful worship tone. 
Large colored windows depicting various 
scenes of Christ and on the south wall a very 
large painting of the first Christmas helps to 
enhance the beauty of the church. Center 
aisle leads to the chancel where the choir 
sits facing each other. The minister Rev. 
Richard E. Miles gives the inspiring message 
each (Sunday) morning at 10:00 A.M.” 

Photo credit (above): Renee Nestorak, June 24, 2017 
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I  recently spent five days in Dallas where I 

attended a convention of the American Guild 

of Organists – yes, there is such an 

organization. The convention was jam-packed 

with worship services, concerts, and seminars 

on many different subjects. A highlight for me 

was a worship service designed as if we were 

worshipping in a larger urban church soon 

after the Reformation (2017 is the 500th 

Anniversary of the Reformation).  The music 

was chosen from the repertoire of the time, 

and performed by a choir that sang in the very 

reserved "old" vocal style (considered to be 

more reverent and proper than the style of 

popular music), and accompanied by 

instruments that were copies of the stringed 

and brass instruments of the time. The service 

looked "historical" and "academic" on paper, 

but it turned out to be a deeply spiritual 

experience, filled with reverence and dignity. 

It's always interesting and informative to see 

the various roots of our worship traditions, 

music, and liturgy, and thought- provoking to 

participate in a service with other church 

musicians from across the denominational 

spectrum. I also attended several seminars on 

choral conducting in which we shared ideas on 

how to better to care for a choir's voices, how 

to teach new music more efficiently, and how 

to encourage our choirs to strive for excellence 

as we worship God together. The entire 

convention was worthwhile and inspirational! 

As I've been working on the music schedule 

through the end of August, I got to thinking 

about something that most folks never think 

of: coordinating and scheduling music with 

soloists and small groups for the summer is 

actually considerably more work than working 

with the choir for the rest of the year. I think 

the big difference is that I always count on 

Thursday night rehearsals – so preparing for 

choir is choosing the music well in advance, 

rehearsing it in time to learn it well and then 

sing it on Sunday. With smaller groups and 

soloists the significant added challenge is just 

when to get together during the busyness of 

summer! I hope you will continue to be 

blessed by the various musical gifts shared 

throughout these next months as the choir is 

on a well-deserved vacation. 
 

 

 

Our third annual 

Joyful Noise! music 

camp will run from 

July 17-20, 9:00 am 

- 1:00 pm each day 

for children entering 

grades 2-8 this fall. I'm so thankful that we 

again have a good list of teachers and 

assistants this year.  Please pray that, through 

the gift of music, the staff may be able to show 

God's amazing love for all children.  

And… plan to come for a brief performance 

at 12:15 on Thursday, July 20. 

Don't forget to come to worship regularly this 

summer ... there are some wonderful lessons 

from the Bible, with valuable applications to 

our lives as God's people that we need to hear. 

We need to regularly be together for prayer 

and thanksgiving as God's people, gaining 

strength and refreshment not only from God's 

Word, but also to experience the fellowship 

and care of each other. We surely all need 

what weekly worship has to offer, but we also 

should feel like we want to worship the God 

who created us and sustains us. After 40 years 

of working as a church musician, I've heard 

every excuse in the book why "I couldn't make 

it to church this week." Mostly the reasons 

quite frankly aren't very convincing: if it's that 

easy to skip church, then what does the faith 

and worship of God really mean to you in the 

first place?   See you in church!  SDG | JO   

From the Director of Music 
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Ahh, it’s summer.  Fresh air, the smell of newly 

cut grass, and the sounds of children playing 

outdoors in the neighborhood.  It’s like the 

world awakens and comes alive in the summer.   

Some days are hot, while others have had a 

good breeze.  One of my favorite things about 

living in Michigan is the changing of the 

seasons. And in the summer I enjoy being 

outside, sometimes just to sit on my front 

porch. My porch holds a lot of stories and 

memories – neighborhood children swinging on 

the porch swing, long chats while rocking in the 

wicker rockers, hours upon hours of laughter, 

and good times simply watching the traffic and 

people go by.  There are many walkers that pass 

in front of my house, and if I’m outside they are 

greeted with a friendly hello. Families, teens, 

dog walkers, all ages, and as they walk on past I 

sometimes wonder: where are they coming 

from and where are they headed to? What does 

their path look like; is this the first stretch of 

their walk or the last? 

Sometimes I see the same faces but other times 

that may be my one and only encounter with 

that person, and in those cases I catch myself 

thinking later: I wonder what caused them to 

take this path on this day? Maybe it was just a 

detour.  There have certainly been times in my 

life when I had to take a detour and even 

though I thought my path was leading me one 

way, I ended up somewhere else. We’ve all 

taken detours in one way or another.  And if 

you’re on a trip with me, and we get the 

directions messed up (some like to call that 

getting lost) you’ll more than likely hear one of 

my well-worn phrases: “You’re never lost, we’re 

just on a new adventure.”   

I just like the thought of that.  After all we don’t 

normally choose to be lost. And the good news 

is that even when we don’t know the journey 

we are on, God is always with us and he knows 

the path he has laid out for us. In Psalm 16:11 

we read, “You make known to me the path of 

life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at 

your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”  

God gave us the path of life through his son 

Jesus, our Savior.  He is the path, the only path, 

that will lead us to eternal life in our heavenly 

home that he is already preparing for us.  

Let God always lead you to the only path of life. 

Let him open your heart to accept the love of 

Jesus. The never-ending love and grace that is 

offered to every single one of us is also a 

constant reminder of John 14:6, “I am the way, 

and the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the 

Father except through me.”  

Whether you’re taking a stroll in the city, a hike 

in a park, or going through a much bigger 

journey in your life, don’t be afraid of the 

detours.  Always know that God is with you. He 

will lead you in all you do. Share his love and 

grace with those around you and praise God for 

the eternal path he gave to all of us through his 

son Jesus.  And enjoy the adventures of God’s 

love. | Melodie Coles, Lay Leader 

 

The Path of Life 

Psalm 16:11 You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy;  

at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
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Missions and Ministries 
 

Henderson Settlement: Frakes, Kentucky |  Henderson 

Settlement is the Mission Team’s project for July. This outreach 

program, started in 1925, began with a church and a 

school.  These operations are still maintained, but other outreach 

ministries have been added over the years, including agriculture 

education and economic development.  The goal of Henderson 

Settlement, with the help of the United Methodist Church, is to 

create opportunities for better lives through Christ-centered 

service so that the basic needs of residents in that Appalachian 

area are met. Please prayerfully consider how you can give in 

God's name to extend his love to others through this mission.  

Worship Team | The Worship Team is still looking for some additional folks to step forward and 

join the usher corps on Sunday morning. Though there is a list of basic duties to cover, it's not a very 

difficult job when shared together and teamed up with an usher who has been serving for a while.  

Your commitment could be as few as 2-3 services per year, or of course more if you care to.  If you 

are interested, please call the church office to be put on the list. Once we have a few new recruits, 

we'll be sure to have a brief orientation to this important task of welcoming members and visitors to 

worship each week. 

Building Committee Update | As the month of 

June wound down there were more than 

150,000 reasons to thank God for the success so 

far in our Capital Campaign Our Heritage, Our 

Turn, God’s Tomorrow – the building project to 

install an elevator, update our heating system, 

and renovate restrooms.   

It was announced on June 11, Commitment 

Sunday, that 13 donations had been pledged 

totaling more than $150,500.  Since then 

positive progress has been made toward our 

goal of $250,000 and the response of all of our 

members. The intent is that all gifts are 

welcome.  Not equal gifts but proportionate 

gifts.  We cannot give the same amount, but if 

each gift is extraordinary and truly reflecting 

the individual blessings of God that we  enjoy, 

then the gifts are equal in the eyes of God.   

On Announcement Sunday, July 9, we will 

celebrate the future of our building which will 

have accessibility for all.  Our Hospitality Team 

will serve ice cream on the lawn.   

On the planning side, the architects and 

engineers are finalizing the construction 

drawings which will soon be distributed for 

bids.  We have received the Hazardous 

Materials Report that needs to be incorporated 

into that phase.  

So for now, please continue your prayers and 

support for the future of our church and its 

mission.   The Building Committee is grateful 

for all who have invested in our future.  We are 

moving forward with faith in God, in our church 

family, and in service to this community.   

Barb Vallieu, Building Committee Chair 

Steeple Update | The Board of Trustees are investigating options for replacing the steeple that was 

lost during the lightning storm last spring. The church’s insurance provides for the depreciated 

value of the fiberglass steeple.  
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Dear Friends in Christ Who Are United Methodists, 

I’ve only had to do it three times so far – when I 

left my first appointment in Maryland, when I 

left my second appointment in Stevensville, and 

when I left my third appointment in Traverse 

City. Soon I will do it again:  saying, “Good-bye 

(which means God Be With You!).  You have a 

new pastor starting July 1.  I will be part of the 

church’s history.  I won’t be back.  Please don’t 

ask me to come back.  You and I are both  

beginning a new chapter of life and ministry – 

one that doesn’t include each other anymore.  If 

I’ve meant anything at all to you, embrace your 

new pastor (your new DS) as my colleague, and 

as my sister/brother in Christ.  For the sake of 

our collective mission from the Lord, build your 

relationship with your new pastor.  Love him/

her!”  

My heart has broken every time – yet I know 

it’s been the right thing to do.  It still is the right 

thing to do.  I’m no longer the pastor.  One of 

my colleagues is about to become the pastor.  

Out of deep respect for my colleagues, I will no 

longer function in a pastoral role where I am no 

longer the appointed pastor.  

There have been people in every single one of 

the congregations I’ve pastored who have made 

it extremely clear that they don’t like it, don’t 

agree with it, and think I should be able to 

“come back” to officiate at their daughter’s 

wedding or their grandfather’s funeral.  It’s 

hard to help them understand that this is 

something we clergy do (here in the United 

Methodist Church but in other denominations 

as well) because of our relationship with one 

another – our “clergy covenant”.  We aren’t 

leaving them “pastor-less” – we’re just taking a 

stand and honoring the fact that they have a 

new one who isn’t us anymore.  Truly, even 

though we’re spread out among many 

churches, many communities, many areas of 

the state, we pastors are in this work together.  

We’re all on the same team, all serving Christ 

together.  It’s not “about us” – it’s about the 

mission to make disciples for the Lord we love 

and serve together.   

We clergy know, from the very moment we 

enter into a new pastoral appointment, that it is 

a temporary situation.  We are appointed one 

year at a time, and we never really know which 

year will be our last.  One day we will move 

away, and a new pastor will move in.  It has 

been this way for two-hundred and thirty 

years!  One day we will no longer be “pastor” in 

that community – a new person will.  This is 

especially difficult because in truth none of us 

turn off our emotions or end human 

relationships simply because we move away.  It 

becomes particularly challenging and painful 

when a pastor has been supporting a person or 

a family through a crisis, and then one day must 

step away so the new pastor, who is a stranger, 

can step in – even though the crisis is far from 

over!  This clergy colleague covenant we have 

to honor and respect pastoral boundaries isn’t 

always easy.   

...Even when we trust that God is involved in 

the process, and we are following where the 

Lord is leading us, it is so often a “bitter-sweet” 

mix of positive and negative.   

So let’s do what we can to make the process as 

good as possible... God bless you and keep you...  

  

Message from Tamara 

As our District Superintendent, Rev. Tamara Williams, says “Goodbye”,  she shares her thoughts, 
feelings, and instructions on the United Methodist appointive system of pastors  

and how best to successfully navigate those transitions.  

Serving Christ with you | Tamara  



 
Thank you! | Thank you to all the volunteers who helped with Kids’ Fest, the Community 

Picnic, and Vacation Bible School! Your loving hands have blessed our community. Your 

praying hands have lifted our community to God. Your helping hands have made the tasks 

possible. Thanks for being a part of these transformational ministries of outreach and 

community building. 

If you weren’t able to help in June, there is another opportunity in July to 

volunteer your heart and hands to show the love of Christ to children and 

our community: Joyful Noise! Music Camp runs from Monday, July 17 

through Thursday, July 20 from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm with lunch provided 

and a closing concert at 12:15 pm on July 20.  

Children’s Church | Children’s church will continue through the summer during the 9:30  and 

11:00 am services, and will continue to discuss the same scripture lessons that are presented 

in regular worship. 

Confirmation Class for Students in Grades 8 to 12 | If you are interested in learning more 

about the United Methodist Church and/or what it means to be a member of the United 

Methodist church, please let me know so we can find a time that we can meet to plan a few 

conversations. If you would be willing be a mentor during the confirmation class please let me 

know. 

You can contact me at church on Sunday or Tuesday mornings, or email me anytime at:  

bowen.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com.   God loves you! And so do I!    | Marla 

Education News and Notes 
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From the Archives 
 

The Hillsdale County 

Historical Society photo 

at left was identified as 

being taken in our 

chancel. If you might 

know more about the 

date, occasion, or 

people gathered, please 

contact the office. 



  

 

Bulletin Board Headlines 

Anniversaries   

July    8 Bill and Joan VanArsdalen 
July  10 Duke and Yvonne Anderson 
July  28 Jeff and Martha Hart 
 

August    1 James and Holly Scheibner 
August    7 James and Susan Marsh 
August  11 Tom and Wanda Holland 
August  31 Burt and Kay Franks 
 
 
 
 

Birthdays 
July    1 Vickie Lee 
July    9 Dennis Fadden  
July  10 Matt Fontana 
July  13 Brian Clow 
July  14 Betty Holton 
July  14 Dick Slagle 
July  17 Dean Pilgrim 
July  21 Tim Walter 
July  21 Charlene White 
July  24 Rick Piper 
July  26 Anne Jensen 
July  29 Noble Bertalon 
 

August    1 Emily Amburgey 
August    2 Debbie Bigelow 
August      3 Chuck Holton 
August    4 Jamie Vreeland 
August    6 Michelle Bowen 
August    8 Duke Anderson 
August    8 Carlene Patterson 
August    9 James Marsh 
August  13 Renee Nestorak 
August  15 Liz McNair 
August  15 Stuart Risedorph 
August  17 Jackie Budd 
August  26 Shelley Ellis 
August  26 Kathy Nestorak 
August  28 Bev Hart 
August  29 Kay Franks  

Prayer Requests | Prayers for anyone who 
is in need of God’s comfort and peace. 
Prayers for the church and its ministries.  
 

Current: Pat Cruz, family and friends of 

Bonnie Hinderer  

Continuing: Debbie Bigelow, Tom Bildner, 

Jack Bowles, Lorna Busch, Gail Clow, Chrissy 

Coles, Shirley Connolly, Ethel Ferguson, Lynn 

George, Kristine Hasty, Larry Jackson, Pat 

Laurell, Jim and Bev Marks, Beckie Miller, 

Jackie Mitchell, Bettie Monroe, Carolyn 

Parker, Gene Parker, Nancy Payne, Bonnie 

Reamer, Betty Scheibner, Linda Smith, 

Maggie Swan, Daryl Sweet, Carol Tindall, 

Clifton Wells, Rev. Tamara Williams  

In Nursing Care or at Home: Dorothy 

Aspinall (in Illinois), Sammy Brink, B.J. Clark, 

Shirley Connolly, Susie Eichler, Lois 

Fosbender, Bev Hart, Bert Hill, Ruth Huston, 

Jackie Mitchell, Bettie Monroe, Colleen 

Ridenour, Bob Scholl, Carol Tindall 

Serving in the Military: Ricardo Arellano, 

Emily Mitchell 

Note of Thanks 

It is with the utmost gratitude and 

appreciation that we thank you for your 

donation (to Hillsdale CASA) from the Swiss 

steak dinner you hosted on May 6. With your 

contribution, we plan to triple the number of 

volunteers in 2017. Sincerely | Betty Griffiths, 

CASA Community Coordinator 

American Red Cross Blood Drives   | Thank you for sponsoring an American Red Cross blood 
drive and letting us come in today! It was great working with you as always! Robert and crew 
Our church hosts six American Red Cross Blood Drives each year, sponsored by the church 
as well as  local organizations, including the Lions Club, the Kiwanis, and the Exchange Club. 
The last drive held here on Thursday, June 8 was sponsored by the church and had a goal of 
32 donors. That goal was surpassed with 42 donors presenting for a collection of 36 units.  
 

Blood drives scheduled at our church for the remainder of the year will be held in the 
Fellowship Hall as follows: Thursday, August 10 (sponsored by Kiwanis), Thursday, October 
5 (Exchange Club), and Thursday, December 7 (Hillsdale First UMC). All drives are from 
11:00 am - 4:45 pm.  
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M-TH 5-7:30 pm / VBS: MAKER FUN FACTORY 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
  

 
 

 
 

   1 
 

2      
9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 

3 
4p Parade 
Hosting:  

Plymouth Fife and 
Drum Corps 

  

4 
Independence Day 

(Office Closed) 
 
   
 

5    
1:30p Quilters 
6p First Light 
Bible Study 

6:30p Radio Club 
Board 

 
 

6 
  
 

7 
 
8 

  

9                        
9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
SUNDAY 

10 
5:30p Trustees 
7p Boy Scouts 

  

11   
12p Kiwanis 

6p Lions’ Cliub 
7p Finance 

  
 

12           
 1:30p Quilters 

7:15p ONE Team 
 
 
 

13 
5:30p KJP Board 
Meeting (Offsite) 

  

14 
 
15           

 

16            
9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary)  
11a Worship with 

breakfast 
(Fellowship Hall)   

 
 

17 
6:30p Worship 

Team 
7p Boy Scouts 

  

18    
9:30a DS Pastor 

One-on-One Mtgs 
6:30p Habitat for 

Humanity 
 
  

19       
1:30p Quilters 

  
 

20              12:15p 
 Joyful Noise! 

Finale Concert 
 
 
 
 
 

1p Love, INC   

21 
  
22 

 

23  
 9:30a Worship 

             11a Worship 
7p Singspiration  
(North Adams) 

  
30  

9:30a Worship 
               (Sanctuary) 

11a Worship 
(Fellowship) 

24  
1:30p ArtWorks 

Board 
7p Ad Board 

7p Boy Scouts 
 

31  
7p Boy Scouts 

 
 
 

25     
12p Kiwanis 

6:30p Building 
Committee 

  
 
 

26        
1:30p Quilters 

 
 
 

  
 

27 
6:30p Praise 

Band 
  

 28 
  
 
 

29 
  

Joyful Noise! Music Camp, M 7/17-Th 7/20, 9am-1pm 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

Pastor: Rev. Pat Brook  
brook.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

 

Director of Music: John Ourensma  
ourensma.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 
 

Associate Director of Music: Renee  Nestorak  
nestorak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 
 

Director of Educational Ministries: Marla Bowen 
bowen.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 
 

Director of Youth Ministries/Church Administrator: 
Pam Laurell, laurell.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 
 

Facilities Supervisor: Jeff Kornak 
kornak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

 


