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PASTOR’S PEN | We’re now well within the season of Lent, and I’ve really been 

missing my sweets. For about the past thirty years, I have given up all sweets during 
the Lenten season (except on Sundays—they don’t count).  Some years, I add other 
problem behaviors to my Lenten sacrifices. One year, I gave up computer games. 
Another year, it was a television show that was taking up too much of my time. 

There was a time when I didn’t get all this “Lenten discipline” stuff. My more observant 
friends would try to explain to me why they didn’t eat chocolate, or maybe skipped 
meat on Fridays, during the forty non-Sabbath days before Easter. “It reminds us of the 
suffering of Jesus,” they would say. And I would cynically think, “Yeah. Like skipping 
dessert can really be compared to the Passion of the Christ.” I was also told, “Jesus 
fasted for forty days in the wilderness, so we should fast, too.” And I would wonder 
how passing up a Big Mac could be compared to completely abstaining from food for 
six weeks.  

It took a while, but my attitude changed. Part of the transformation came from learning 
the history of Lent: Lent began in the early centuries of the Christian era, in an age 
when the church was adding many new converts, but persecution could break out at any 
time. Seeing how many new Christians repudiated their faith when persecution would 
arise, the church leaders felt it was best to give new believers a time of education and 
self-denial before they were allowed to be baptized (traditionally baptisms were 
performed on Holy Saturday). And so, the forty days preceding Easter—excluding 
Sundays—were set aside for prayer, study, and discipline. Eventually, the church 
decided that it would be good for the rest of the church to support these converts by 
joining them in prayer and discipline. And the rest, as they say, is history. Knowing that 
Lent goes back to the early days of the church and has such a practical and 
compassionate origin quelled some of my misgivings. 

Another reason I got on board with Lenten discipline was that I started attending a 
church where Lent was taken seriously. It’s a lot easier to skip sweets when no one is 
bringing cookies to the Bible study. 

In any case, I eventually came to see some value in the practice of Lenten discipline. 
I’ve also come to believe that any time we strive to be more disciplined in our Christian 
life, it’s a good thing. We Americans are, for the most part, very bad at self-denial. We 
have a hard time saying “no” to anything we want. We eat far more than we need, we 
spend lavishly on gas-guzzling vehicles, we own big houses with rooms we seldom use, 
and buy boats we sail three times a year. We take out second mortgages so we can take 
dream vacations to expensive locales. Many Americans are drowning in debt because 
they can’t say “no” to the little child inside them that demands all the latest toys. And 
even if we can afford such luxuries—do we really need them?  

The self-denial principle extends beyond just materialism. I believe that the ability to 
say “no” is like a muscle we can develop, and the strength can be transferred to different 
areas of our life. The same power that allows us to resist the temptation of a piece of 
cake can help us to resist the desire to cheat on our spouse, or to gossip, or to indulge 
our anger. In Lent, we can cultivate a skill that will enhance every area of our spiritual 
life. We can learn to say “no” to flicking on the TV at night, and spend the time in Bible 
study or prayer, instead. We can discipline ourselves to get out of bed on Sunday, instead 
of sleeping in. To give a few extras dollars to the work of God, instead of spending it 
on sweets or drinks or lottery tickets. It all starts with the ability to say “no” to the 
spoiled brat inside us. 

If you haven’t committed to a Lenten discipline, it’s not too late to start. You can start 

with something small: “I’m giving up one of my reality shows this month, and spending 

that hour with the Bible.” (I know, that’s a bigger sacrifice for some than others.) Self-

denial can be habit-forming! You can actually find, in time, a real joy in saying “no.” 

This season may be the beginning of a spiritual adventure unlike any you’ve 

experienced before in your Christian life.   

God bless— Pastor Tony 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

It has been really exciting and gratifying to be able to resume our Community Concert Series, beginning with our Christmas 

Concert in December. We began 2023 with David Youngman’s guitar concert in January, and now here we are in March, 

looking forward to an encore screening of The King of Kings, with my good friend John Schwandt accompanying the epic 

silent film from the organ. I hope you’ll come to enjoy this unique afternoon! Remember, these Community Concerts were 

always intended to create opportunities for us, that is, we the congregation, to act as hosts to our guests who come to spend 

some time with us. Come and be a friendly face, connect with some people you don’t know, as well as perhaps some familiar 

faces.  

AND – don’t forget to invite someone to come with you. Offer them a pick-up ride and make something of it! Inviting non-

churched or once-churched folks to an event like this is far more likely to be successful than inviting them to a church 

service on Sunday morning. And by coming, they would still see an engaging representation of the gospel of Jesus, as well 

as experience our (your) hospitality. Who knows? They might even stick around and come join you on a Sunday morning! 

If we’re ever going to have some more folks join us at this church and help us in our ministry to this community, we’re just 

going to have to get serious about making some invitations… 

Although we’ve been at it since September, it remains a great joy for me each week to have our choir back in the routine! 

We truly enjoy rehearsals Thursday nights, both the singing and time of fellowship and sharing together. Sunday mornings 

for us are very engaging and rewarding as we try to bring an anthem that works well with the theme of the service, as well 

as help the entire assembly to sing the hymns and songs with more confidence. All of us are grateful for your kind and 

encouraging words. 

As we continue our Lenten journey, culminating on Easter Sunday and then beyond, I hope you will all consider attending 

our Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services. These are beautiful services, with special efforts and planning by many to 

make them especially meaningful and take us once a year to walk those last hours with Jesus before we was crucified. Come 

worship together!  SDG, JO | John Ourensma, Director of Music 

BEAUTY IN BROKENNESS

Several years ago, one of our Lenten Supper studies focused 

on Adam Hamilton’s publication, Simon Peter: Flawed but 

Faithful Disciple. In our first session discussion about 

“flaws”, we heard about a technique known as Kintsugi, 

which is the art of mending flawed pottery with gold or 

other fine metals.  While I had never heard of this technique, 

I had seen pieces of art like this but didn’t understand why 

they were created to include veins of gold. Since learning 

about the technique, I’ve really connected with the beauty 

of this method of restoring broken pottery. 

Zephaniah 3:17 resonates for me with that same sense of 

healing and beauty: 

Using the art of Kintsugi to mend the brokenness and flaws 

in a piece of pottery, restoring imperfections to beautiful 

magnificence, is a physical reminder for me of the way God 

always molds us – flaws and all – back into the beauty that  

he has seen in us from the beginning, back into the purpose 

for which he created us.  

Even though we are broken, our Lord makes us complete.  

He glues back together the pieces of our lives.  His love and 

grace are the gold that heals our brokenness. He heals and 

saves us.  God loves us from before the beginning, and in 

spite of the mistakes or bad choices we may make in our 

lives, he always still sees in us the great delight he created 

in each of us.  He sees that beauty in us so much that as 

Zephaniah says, he rejoices over us with singing.   

I imagine that most of us have some kind of scar.  I know I 

have some scars from being broken, both physically and 

emotionally, and when I think about those scars now, it 

brings me so much peace to know that even with those 

reminders and even through the pain that once caused them, 

our God still looks at me as his beautiful child. And he is 

healing me. And he delights in me. And he rejoices over me. 

And over each one of us. In the art of Kintsugi, it is the gold 

veins in the pottery that bring beauty to the once broken 

piece.  In our relationship with Jesus, it is God who is the 

Mighty Warrior who saves.   Praise be to God – the greatest 

healer, the one who brings beauty to our brokenness.  

Melodie Coles | Lay Leader

“The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior 

who saves.  He will take great delight in you; in His 

love He will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over 

you with singing.”  
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HOW THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH HAS BECOME “UNTIED” | Reverend Dr. Anthony J. Tomasino

The United Methodist Church is in the process of a messy 
divorce. So far, about 7% of congregations in the U.S. have 
voted to “disaffiliate,” leaving the United Methodist Church to 
join the recently-formed Global Methodist Church, or another 
Methodist denomination, or to become independent. More 
churches will certainly follow. Internationally, there are many, 
many more Methodist churches likely to leave the 
denomination. 

It would take a long time for me to explain in detail how we got 
to this place. The “presenting issue” has always been the 
question of the place of homosexuals within the denomination. 
First, it should be noted that our Book of Discipline, the official 
rulebook of the United Methodist Church, states explicitly that 
homosexuals are people created in the image of God and are 
welcome in all our churches: 

The progressive wing of the UMC holds that full inclusion of 
gays and lesbians means that gay marriages should be 
celebrated in our churches, and people in same-sex relationships 
should be allowed to pursue ordination and appointment as 
ministers. The traditional wing, on the other hand, holds that 
same-sex relationships violate biblical ideals, and so should not 
be celebrated or affirmed in our churches. They also hold that 
non-celibate homosexuals should not be ordained by our annual 
conferences. Conservative leaders, along with many 
progressives, acknowledge that these disagreements have a 
deeper root in matters of biblical authority and approaches to 
biblical interpretation: how much weight should be given to the 
Bible in forming our theology, and how difficult Bible passages 
should be interpreted. Many mainstream United Methodist 
leaders, however, deny this assertion. 

The dispute has surfaced—often contentiously—at every 
General Conference of the United Methodist Church since 
1972. (The General Conference is the official body that 
convenes every four years to vote on denomination-wide 
policies for the UMC. Clergy and lay delegates are elected by 
annual conferences, the number of delegates based on the size 
of the conferences. Their decisions are incorporated in the 
United Methodist “Book of Discipline.”) In 1972, it was 
proposed that the recently formed United Methodist Church 
adopt a policy of acceptance toward homosexual marriages and 
ordinations. The proposal was narrowly defeated. A somewhat 
vague paragraph about sex being proper in the context of 
marriage between a man and woman was included among the 
Social Principles of the Book of Discipline. 

As decades passed and attitudes in the United States became 
more accepting toward gay marriage and ordination, the 
position of the United Methodist Church ironically became 
more explicitly opposed to gay marriages and ordination. There  

were several reasons for this development. First, the wording of 
the Book of Discipline allowed enough interpretation that gay 
marriages and ordinations were occurring in the church with 
impunity. Rarely were any clergy severely punished for 
presiding over gay weddings, or even for proclaiming 
themselves to be in a homosexual relationship, as many in 
leadership were inclined to ignore these violations of church 
law. Traditionalists cried foul, and repeatedly pushed for more 
explicit and stringent regulations. Their efforts succeeded 
because of a shift in the composition of the United Methodist 
Church. In the United States, membership in the United 
Methodist Church has been declining dramatically for about 70 
years. Meanwhile, the UMC in Africa and Asia, where attitudes 
about human sexuality tend to be more traditional, has grown 
rapidly. With more members from these lands, their 
representation at General Conference has grown. Consequently, 
efforts to bring our denomination’s position about 
homosexuality in line with the progressive ideals of America 
and Europe have repeatedly failed, and are almost certain to 
continue to fail, as long as the UMC continues its overseas 
growth.  

The atmosphere became intense at the General Conference in 
2018, where progressive protests and acts of “civil 
disobedience” threatened to lead to a walk-out of many 
delegates. To defuse the crisis, it was decided to put the matter 
on hold until a special General Conference could be held in 
2019 to address only the homosexuality issue. The Council of 
Bishops promoted what was called the “One Church Plan,” 
which would have allowed each annual conference to create its 
own position on human sexuality, essentially making the United 
Methodist Church a patchwork of opinions and practices. That 
plan was rejected, and the traditional position was re-affirmed 
by a significant margin, with added provisions to try to ensure 
that the Book of Discipline would be upheld by bishops and 
annual conferences.  

The conference also added a stop-gap provision, paragraph 
2553, to the Book of Discipline, for progressive or 
conservative churches that wished to leave the 
denomination before a more permanent solution could be 
devised. 

Progressive Methodists responded to the 2019 decision by 
proclaiming that the UMC’s position is hurtful and unjust. The 
General Board of Church and Society issued a statement that the 
decision had caused “unbearable pain” to the body of Christ. 
The General Commission on Religion and Race somehow 
attributed the conference decision to racism. Several bishops 
and conference leaders—including the Michigan Conference 
Board of Ordained Ministry—stated their intention to ignore the 
position adopted by the General Conference, and that they 
would practice “righteous disobedience” to the Book of 
Discipline by ordaining and performing weddings for 
homosexuals. 

You may wonder why the churches unhappy with the official 
position do not simply leave the UMC to join other 
denominations. For some, there are matters of loyalty, and for 
others, they simply want to stick with what has been familiar to 
them. Some clergy have careers and pensions they wish to 
protect, while others argue that they must be a prophetic voice 

"The United Methodist Church acknowledges that all persons 
are of sacred worth. All persons without regard to race, color, 
national origin, status, or economic condition, shall be eligible 
to attend its worship services, participate in its programs, 
receive the sacraments, upon baptism be admitted as baptized 
members, and upon taking vows declaring the Christian faith, 
become professing members in any local church in the 
connection." (Book of Discipline, para. 4) 
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to their denomination. But the main hurdle against churches 
leaving the UMC is a legal one: the infamous “trust clause.” 
According to Methodist polity going all the way back to the 
days of John Wesley, churches in the UMC do not own their 
buildings or property. Rather, they are held in trust for their 
annual conference, to assure that churches cannot go rogue and 
depart from Methodist beliefs and practices. If a church wants 
to leave the denomination, they would be legally required to 
abandon their property to their annual conference. 

That’s where paragraph 2553 comes into play. The provision 
was designed to provide a temporary path for churches to leave 
the denomination while retaining their property. The paragraph 
allows that any churches wanting to leave the denomination 
over the church’s position on homosexuality could do so and 
retain their property, if two thirds of the congregation agreed to 
the separation, if they paid a (rather substantial) sum of money 
to the annual conference, and the annual conference voted to 
accept their disaffiliation. The paragraph was a temporary 
provision designed to be replaced 
at the 2020 General Conference. It 
is set to expire on December 31, 
2023. In the face of what was 
guaranteed to be ongoing friction, 
the conservative wing offered what 
appeared to be an olive branch: they 
volunteered to leave the United 
Methodist Church, if provisions 
could be made for the churches to retain their property. A group 
of conservative, liberal, and moderate leaders met and drafted a 
plan called the “Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace through 
Separation,” which would have allowed the conservative 
churches to withdraw to form their own denomination. They 
would have been allowed to keep their property and receive 
some funds for starting the new movement, along with the 
blessings of the UMC. The proposal seemed to have wide 
acceptance, and was set to come before the 2020 General 
Conference for a vote. But then, Covid happened, and the 
General Conference was postponed until 2022. In the 
intervening years, there was a rapid, unexplained change of 
opinion regarding the Protocol, and the progressive and 
moderate leaders who had helped to draft it and others who had 
endorsed it withdrew their support. It seemed a gracious 
resolution to the impasse was not forthcoming. 

When it was announced in early 2022 that the General 
Conference scheduled for that year would also be cancelled, the 
conservative Methodists, realizing they were up against the 
deadline for the expiration of paragraph 2553, decided to go 
ahead with the launch of a new traditional Methodist 
denomination, the Global Methodist Church. The denomination 
is designed to provide a landing place for those churches who 
choose to disaffiliate from United Methodism.  

The Global Methodist Church differs from the United 
Methodist Church in several significant ways: 

1. The traditional position on human sexuality is written into 
the articles of incorporation in such a way that it cannot be 
changed by future actions of the denomination. 

2. Bishops have term limits, rather than lifetime appointments. 

3. Ordained ministers are not guaranteed appointments, so that 
incompetent or immoral pastors may be removed more easily. 

4. Churches and appointive cabinets collaborate on ministerial 
appointments. 

5. “Ministry shares” (apportionments) are capped at 1.5% of a 
church’s operating expenses. 

The founding of the Global Methodist Church has undoubtedly 
inspired some local churches to disaffiliate from the UMC, but 
not all those churches are joining the GMC—some have joined 
the Free Methodists or the Wesleyans, and some have remained 
independent. Some annual conferences have seen a large 
number of congregations vote to disaffiliate from the United 
Methodist Church. The Methodist Church of Estonia has voted 
to join the United Methodist Church. In North Carolina, one-
third of the local churches are disaffiliating. The largest UM 
annual conference, the North Georgia conference, has placed a 
moratorium on disaffiliations because it claims churches are 
leaving the UMC due to “misinformation.” There’s a sense of 
urgency because of the imminent expiration of paragraph 2553, 
and uncertainty about what will replace it (if anything). 

Where the United Methodist 
Church goes from here is 
something of a mystery. The leaders 
of the church, who are generally 
more progressive, are urging 
traditionalists to remain in the 
denomination. They assure 
traditionalists that their positions 

will be respected and that the ministers appointed to their 
churches will reflect their conservative values. Of course, the 
exodus of many congregations from the United Methodist 
connection would place a severe financial strain on the 
institution, and it is in the best interest of the conferences to 
retain as many churches as they can. Conservatives, on the other 
hand, are concerned that if many traditionalists leave the 
denomination, the conferences will be emboldened to push for 
more progressive positions. Indeed, our Michigan Conference 
adopted a measure at our last annual conference urging all our 
churches to move toward full inclusion of all LGBTQIA+ 
individuals, including in marriage and ordination. 
Traditionalists might well find themselves feeling 
marginalized—which many progressives would consider a 
good thing. 

“Where the United Methodist Church goes 
from here is something of a mystery…  

We must learn to approach it as Christians  
in the Methodist tradition, true to the 
Scriptures, but leading with love and 
compassion for all God’s children.” 

It's likely too late for Hillsdale First UMC to take any action 
regarding disaffiliation at this point in time (not that I think it 
would be likely that two-thirds of our church members would 
want to go that route). Any churches wanting to disaffiliate 
under paragraph 2553 would have to draw up papers of 
disaffiliation and hold a called church conference before May 
1, 2023, so that the request could be considered at Annual 
Conference. After this year, the path to disaffiliation becomes 
much murkier. Nonetheless, I would welcome an opportunity 
to talk with interested church members regarding the issues 
of contention, and what I believe the future might hold. 
Please don’t hesitate to ask any questions you may have, no 
matter how uncomfortable they might make us. We all have 
gay friends and loved ones, and this issue is unlikely to go away 
any time in the near future. We must learn to approach it as 
Christians in the Methodist tradition, true to the Scriptures, but 
leading with love and compassion for all God’s children.  
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HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE       APRIL 2023 

BIRTHDAYS      
 

 4/1 Pat Bildner 

 4/2 Jan Tesch 

 4/3 John Ourensma 

 4/13 Nick Nestorak 

 4/24 Janell Wilson 

 4/26 Gail Clow 

 4/27 Pam Tippner 

PRAYERS       

Prayers for anyone in need of God’s comfort and 
peace. Please contact the office to add specific 

names or requests. 
 

ONE Team | The Outreach, Nurture, Education (ONE) Team is thankful that through our Agape ministry – without any 

interruption whatsoever during the pandemic – we have been able to provide continuous support each month to up to 50 

of our neighbors in the community. Our Agape outreach bags are distributed now at our Third Sunday Breakfasts and 

include such personal care items as laundry detergent, shampoo, hand soap, toilet bowl cleaner, dish soap, toilet paper, and 

paper towels. We also offer special Wrapped in God’s Love ministries at Easter and Christmas which provide additional 

items that might include canned hams, eggs, baked goods, pantry items, etc. We are grateful for your support of each of 

these special ministries.  

At our planning meeting this month we will explore possible community events for this summer or fall. If you are 

interested in volunteering to help with any of the proposed outreach ministries of our team (e.g., Agape, breakfasts, 

Vacation Bible School, Fall Fest, etc.) please contact the church office.  
 

Missions Team | The Missions Team is asking for support for Church World Services Blankets and Tools. When 

difficult times happen, a kind and loving response can make all the difference. That’s why the CWS Blankets program was 

created—to give a kind, loving, and tangible response to someone facing a difficult time, reminding them that they are not 

alone. When our neighbors are in need, even $10 for a single blanket goes a long way. In 2022 CWS distributed over 

228,000 Kits and Blankets. 

On March 19, we are asking for support for UMCOR Sunday. Special envelopes will be available for your UMCOR 

contributions which will be welcomed through the end of the month. Through the United Methodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR) we can provide hope for communities and individuals whose lives have been upset by storms, wars, fires, 

displacement, and climate change. The special offering makes it possible for UMCOR to focus on responding to 

communities and individuals when they need immediate assistance and allows UMCOR to preserve the promise that 

100% of any donation to a specific UMCOR project or missionary will go towards that project and not administrative 

cost. We appreciate your support of this Special Sunday offering. 

In April and May, the Mission Committee will be asking support for the Michigan Area United Methodist Camping. 
 

Trustees | Hello Church Family!  The Trustees continue this year with Glass Traditions, LLC to repair and upgrade the 

remaining two sanctuary stained glass windows.  Drooping or sagging occurs over time from the weight of the glass and 

requires attention periodically.  Glass Traditions also provides an outside protective vented thermal pane enclosure for 

further protection from outside damage.  The two windows to be repaired are "Feed My Lambs" behind the choir loft and 

"Death of Stephen" on the northeast corner of the sanctuary.  Our group has other small projects planned for this year.  If 

you observe something in need of attention throughout the building or exterior, please bring it to our attention.  Our group 

meets on the second Monday of the month and would welcome anyone interested in joining us. 
 

 

A Lenten Prayer: Change Our Hearts, O God 

Change our hearts, O God. Help us be tolerant with each other, forgiving each other as you forgive us. (Col 3:13).  
In a world where there is so much criticism, help us compliment instead. In a world where there is so much blame,  

help us bless instead. In a world where there is so much complaining, help us be compassionate instead.  
In a world where there is so much division, help us seek the divine instead.  

In a world that finds fault so easily, help us find you instead. We pray in the name of your Son, our Savior. Amen.  

 

April 2 
Palm Sunday   

April 6 
Maundy 

Thursday 

April 7 
Good Friday 

 

April 9 
Easter 

9:30 am 7:00 pm 7:00 pm 9:30 am 

Sanctuary 

The Tempted 
Christian 

Jesus, Absent 
and Present 

The Passion 
according to 
St. Matthew 

Thine Be the 
Glory 

1 Cor 10:1-13 John 13:2-17 
Matthew 26 – 
Matthew 27 

Matthew 28:1-
10 & Psalm 24 

James 1:12-16 Luke 22:14-20 James 1:12-16 

11:00 am  11:00 am 

Fellowship Hall   Fellowship Hall 

The Tempted 
Christian 

  
Thine Be the 

Glory 



 

 

 

 
 

 

CONTACT US 

(517) 437-3681 

office.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

www.hillsdalefirstumc.com 

www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 
 

Rev. Dr. Anthony Tomasino, Pastor 
John Ourensma, Director of Music 
Renee Nestorak, Assoc. Dir. Of Music 
Pam Laurell, Church Administrator 
Tana Trombly, Children’s Ministries Dir. 
Jeff Kornak, Facilities Supervisor 
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