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The King Is Coming
Group Activities

Sermon Tit le: "The King Is Coming"

Scripture Reading: Matthew 21:1-11

PALM PARADE
-  Have children march around a large area with their noise blowers, ribbons, palm branches, etc. The excitement  will build and then let  the

children know that  they will be doing some excited shout ing and waving of palm branches today for our story lesson.

TRIUMPHAL ENTRY RELAY RACE
-  Divide into 2 teams or more (unless class is very small and then just  have children take turns). Have a cape and a palm branch at  the
other side of the room. Children will run to put  on the cape and grab the palm branch and wave it  as they come back to give it  to the
next  team player. THAT player will put  on the cape and wave the palm branch to the other side of the room. The next  player on the

team will run down and do the same as the first  player did unt il everyone on the team has taken a turn.

PALM LEAF NAME BRANCHES
-  Give each child a palm branch to cut  out  and cut  "into" the lines to make it  look like a green palm branch. With a bright  colored marker or

a wide black marker, have child write or t race their name in large let ters, to take home as a reminder of today's lesson.

PAPER BAG DONKEY
-  Give each child a brown paper lunch bag. Children can glue on 2 ears and 2 arms to extend from their bag. A lit t le brown felt  or fur could
be glued to the top of the bag puppet , as well as cut  out  or drawn eyes and mouth. Teacher could have a simplified summary of today's
story for the children to glue onto the back of their puppet  so they can tell others today's story. After class as children are leaving, the

teacher could give the children a couple of mini candy t reats IN their Donkey bag! (Click here to see a sample.)

HOSANNA GAME
-  Divide class into 3 teams. Each team will be given one of the following 3 recitat ions: "Hosanna to the Son of David"; "Blessed is he who

comes in the name of the Lord!" and "Hosanna in the highest  heaven!" Each team will say their own 'verse' and then the next  will say
their's in order. If  teacher chooses to allow the children to t ry to get  louder and louder, the children will enjoy saying THEIR 'part ' the

loudest  and the excitement  will build! Each team must  extend arms over head when they say THEIR part !!!!!

HEARTS or PALM BRANCHES ART
-  Give each child 3 hearts or 3 palm branches (teacher's choice) and a large poster to glue these on. Children can then write or glue on

typed words to each one of their hearts or palm branches using these three phrases: 1) HOSANNA TO THE SON OF DAVID; 2) BLESSED
IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; 3) HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST HEAVEN. Encourage children to take this home to tell

someone the story!

PALM BRANCH SKIT
-  Let  children play act  out  the story with one person being a donkey, one can be Jesus and many can put  down cloth for capes, palm

branches, etc. If  the group is larger, children can be one who goes to get  the donkey, or pulls the donkey, and another can be the narrator.
ALL the children can say the 3 phrases -  HOSANNA TO THE SON OF DAVID! BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD!

HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST HEAVEN!!!

HOSANNA PUZZLE
-  Give each child a green palm branch picture that  has "HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST or BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF

THE LORD" writ ten on the puzzle and CUT into several pieces. Let  each child put  their puzzle pieces together and when they have
completed putt ing the pieces together they will SHOUT OUT what  their puzzle says!

Song: "Hallelu, Hallelu"
Words and Music (pdf)

MP3 Piano accompaniment  Track (right  click to save to your computer)

This song is in the public domain and may be freely downloaded and reproduced for religious or educational use by churches, schools, home schoolers, and other

non-profit organizations.

https://sermons4kids.com/king-is-coming.html
https://sermons4kids.com/paper_bag_donkey.jpg
https://sermons4kids.com/storage/142/hallelu_hallelu_score.pdf
https://sermons4kids.com/storage/141/hallelu_hallelu.mp3


Song: "Blessed Be the Name of the Lord"
Words and Music (pdf)

MP3 Piano accompaniment  Track (right  click to save to your computer)

This song is in the public domain and may be freely downloaded and reproduced for religious or educational use by churches, schools, home schoolers, and other

non-profit organizations.

https://sermons4kids.com/storage/38/blessed_be_the_name_of_the_lord.pdf
https://sermons4kids.com/storage/37/blessed_be_the_name_of_the_lord.mp3
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The King Is Coming

Página en español

Theme: Palm Sunday

Object: Flags, confet t i, noise makers, etc.

Scripture: Matthew 21:1-11

Hand each child a flag or noise maker to use when you give them the cue in the lesson. 

I want  you to imagine this morning that  we are going to have a visit  from the president . I have some flags for some of you to wave and I
have some noise makers. I will describe the parade, and as the president  passes by, I want  you to wave, blow your horns, and shout . Are
you ready? The parade is about  to begin.

Look! The parade is approaching. I can see it  in the distance. The band is leading the parade and behind the band there are cars with
other important  people like our representat ives, our senator, and the mayor of our city. As they pass by, we smile and wave. (Pause for
kids to respond.) 

Then, here he comes - -  the president . He is riding down the st reet  in a big black convert ible. He waves to the crowds that  are lining the
streets as he passes by. The people are…

waving flags (Pause for kids to respond.) 

blowing their noise makers and shout ing, "Yea! Hip! Hip! Hooray! Yea!" (Pause for kids to respond.) 

Then as the parade moves on down the st reet , the sound of the band playing and people shout ing fades away in the distance. It  is over.
The celebrat ion is over.

That  was very much like a scene that  took place in Jerusalem one day. King Jesus was coming to their city. People lined the st reets.
Some people walked in front  of the king and some walked behind him. Instead of a big, black convert ible, the King rode on the back of a
small donkey. Let ’s do what  the people did when King Jesus came to town.

As he rode through the st reets of the city, the crowds…

waved palm branches (Pause for kids to respond with their flags.) 

they shouted, "Hosanna to the Son of David!” (Pause for kids to respond.)

They shouted, “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” (Pause for kids to respond.) 

They shouted, “Hosanna in the highest  heaven!" (Pause for kids to respond.) 

Today is Palm Sunday. Today we celebrate the entry of King Jesus into Jerusalem. It  was a day that  marked the beginning of an
incredible week. A week that  would see Jesus cheered, then arrested, t ried, condemned, and crucified. But  as that  week came to an
end, another week began just  as the previous week had begun...with a celebrat ion.

Dear Jesus, our voices join with the voices of the people in Jerusalem some 2,000 years ago. Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the
name of the Lord. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Triumphal Entry
Maze

Follow Jesus through the st reets of Jerusalem.

The crowds that  went  ahead of him and those that  followed shouted, "Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest !"

Matthew 21:9
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