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A Holy Memory 

A Holy Memory. That’s what our Festival Service of Praise and Thanksgiving on Sunday 

afternoon, October 1, 2017 was. It was a holy memory that gathered pastors and people from 

several area churches in worship. It was a holy memory where the scriptures, the anthems, the 

hymns, the message, and the Sacrament combined in such a way that they became, in the words 

of Craig Douglas Erickson, “a seed planted in the soul that grows in secret and reaches fruition 

as a miracle of God’s grace.” 

The holy memory of those moments will sustain us in years to come … a touchstone to 

remember who we are and where we are going as God’s people and followers of Jesus Christ.  

I invite you, as you look at the photos contained in this keepsake edition of our newsletter, not 

only to remember, but to give God the honor and the praise for what God has done, is doing, and 

will do through us! 

Pastor Pat 

 Bishop David Bard offers communion to all from the open table at Hillsdale First United Methodist Church  
on World Communion Sunday, October 1 at a Festival Service of Praise and Thanksgiving  

in celebration of the church’s 175th anniversary of ministry and in recognition of all Hillsdale area churches  
sharing in Christian ministry for nearly 180 years.  
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From the Director of Music 

As I told the choir at their first rehearsal after the summer, I never feel like my week is complete 

without a choir rehearsal, and my Sunday morning always seems as though something is lacking 

when the choir isn't singing! I hope you appreciate the music the choir brings to worship each 

Sunday – even though often it's a single two to three minute anthem, the message and spirit of the 

singing bring a great deal more to the service than one might think. I also hope that you can all sense 

how the choir's voices lend support and encouragement to the hymns and songs we sing as a whole 

congregation. While singing the choral anthems has its own joys and rewards, the leading of 

congregational singing is a very important aspect of the choir's musical leadership at a service of 

worship. We rehearse each Thursday night from 6:30 to 7:45 and would welcome any of you to come 

listen or give singing in the choir a try! We are working on our Christmas concert music already and 

would love to have a few extra voices to fill out our ranks. 

The Handbell Choir is also up running again. The bells generally play on the second Sunday of the 

month. We are always looking for folks interested in learning how to play – basic music reading 

ability is required, but the rest can be learned. We now meet at 7:30 on Tuesday nights and visitors 

or prospective members are encouraged to stop by.  

Our service on October 1 celebrating the 175th anniversary of the congregation was certainly an 

uplifting experience! I was thrilled to have a thirty-nine voice choir that included our own choir, 

singers from a variety of churches in the community, and twelve singers from my former church in 

Battle Creek. It was so much fun working with them and they sounded so amazing that I wish we 

could have sung more choral music! The entire service was rich and meaningful though, and it 

turned out to be just about the right length of time, too. I'm thinking I'd like to find more 

opportunities to gather a community choir and sing like that! 

Much more to come on this, but please mark your calendars now for Sunday afternoon, December 10 

at 4:00 pm, the date of our annual Community Christmas Concert – this year without a snow storm 

perhaps!? Make plans now to invite someone! 

Nearly 40 voices from several churches combine in songs of praise under the direction of Hillsdale First United Methodist 
Church Music Director, John Ourensma, at an afternoon festival service on October 1, 2017. 
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We continue to be blessed by having several talented students from Hillsdale College join us as music 

interns. Please take a moment after a Sunday service to say hello and introduce yourself to these fine 

young people!  SDG | JO 

Tanner Wright 
Chancel choir, bass / Handbells 

Tanner Wright is returning this fall as a music intern, singing 
bass in the choir and ringing handbells. Tanner was born and 
raised in Cincinnati, Ohio where he began learning to play the 
clarinet at the age of nine.  He began playing in school and 
community ensembles as a clarinetist of versatility: 
performing on Eb, Bb, alto, bass, and contrabass clarinets.  
Playing clarinet is one of Tanner’s principal hobbies in 
addition to political activism and mountain hiking.  Tanner is 
now a junior at Hillsdale College, studying economics and 

applied mathematics; and a clarinetist in the Hillsdale College Orchestra.  His recent return 
to Christianity has helped bring him to Hillsdale First UMC and grow his musical experience 
to include choir and bells.  In the future, Tanner aims to be the CEO of a large business while 
always retaining his musical hobby. 

 

Giannina Imperial has sung for us on special occasions 
before, as well as subbed in the Handbell Choir at 

various times, but this is her first fall as a music intern. 
Giannina is a senior at Hillsdale College studying 

psychology and biology.  She is heavily involved in the 
music program by participating in the College Choir, 
Chamber Choir, Percussion Ensemble, playing jazz 

piano for one of the jazz combo ensembles, and singing with the Big Band jazz 
ensemble.  She is also the president of Sigma Alpha Iota, Hillsdale's Music Fraternity for 
undergraduate women.  After graduation, she wishes to pursue a career in marketing 

wherever God leads her. 

We are very pleased to have Caroline Lively with us as our 
newest music intern. She brings a great deal of singing 

experience to our soprano section, and we hope to use her 
experienced keyboard skills as well. Caroline is from Southern 

New Jersey and is the youngest of ten children. She has just 
begun her freshman year at Hillsdale College and is intending to 
major in music. Caroline studies voice with Melissa Osmond and 

sings in Hillsdale's College Choir and the auditioned Chamber 
Choir. She also plays piano and organ. 

Giannina Imperial  
Chancel choir, alto / Handbells 

Caroline Lively 
Chancel choir, soprano 



Celebrate Christ’s Love and Mission in our Community Everyday! 
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On World Communion Sunday, October 1, we had an amazing service to give glory to God and 

celebrate the 175 year anniversary of our congregation, and the shared ministry of all the churches 

in our community that serve our Lord as one.  It was a great celebration that showed how, from our 

first churches in Hillsdale to the most recent churches, we are serving together to share the love of 

Jesus Christ with others as a community. It was an honor to have Bishop Bard here to offer his 

message to all of us, and to me his message encapsulated how the love of God is at work here in 

Hillsdale and everywhere. 

One of the Bishop’s comments 

that really touched me was 

when he spoke about how our 

actions, done in the name and 

love of Jesus, can affect the lives 

of others, creating moments that 

send ripples throughout our 

community.  That reminded me 

of one of Pastor Pat’s recent 

messages that expressed that  

“when we share the last piece of 

bread with someone, we’re 

trusting in God that someone 

else will share their bread with 

us”.  The thought of an ongoing 

continuation of Jesus’s love brought to mind Matthew 20:16, “So the last will be first, and the first 

will be last”.  His love is never-ending. It is for all of us. 

When we understand that in God’s view, in his time, we are all one community, then whether it was 

175 years ago, or today, or in another 175 years, we realize that our mission is to share the love of 

Jesus with others so that all may know him and grow in relationship with him. As I was honored to 

serve as one of the many communion servers during our special service, I thought of  these words 

from Exodus 16:12,  “… and in the morning you will be filled with bread.  Then you will know that I 

am the Lord your God.”   

He is the Lord our God, and from within our congregation and other congregations, and all 

throughout our community,  we can continue that ripple effect of sharing with each other the  love of  

Jesus Christ. Let’s not stop celebrating! We can celebrate his love with others every single day!   

| Melodie Coles, Lay Leader    

 Rev. Tim Puckett (left) and Lay Leader, Melodie Coles (right)  
serve communion on World Communion Sunday, October 1  

at the Festival Service of Praise and Thanksgiving. 

“Such a fantastic event you have planned. Anne and I are unable to be present, but you will be on 
our minds and in our hearts [on Sunday, October 1]. 175 years of ministry means celebrating with 
everything you have. We are grateful for having shared seven years with you and Hillsdale County. 

We will visit again one day. However, October 1 is also the very day of our 40th wedding 
anniversary and we will be celebrating here. All the best wishes from us. | Anne and Curt Jensen 
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Missions and Ministries 

The Missions Team would like to sincerely thank the congregation for their support throughout the 

year.  We are especially grateful for the recent contributions for UMCOR hurricane relief and in 

support of United Methodist missionaries Delbert and Sandy Groves. 

Our congregation has given $725.00 to date to help those affected by the recent hurricanes and over  

$500.00 to support the Groves’ work. Thank you so much for your support!   

The mission focus for October is the Lord's Mountain Orphanage in Zambezi, Africa headed by Rev. 

Bernard and Betty  Lumene.  Their stated purpose is:  "to rescue,  protect, and ensure proper 

physical, educational,  and spiritual development of orphans."  This important ministry is supported 

by the United Methodist Church.  We invite your prayers and gifts for the work being done in the 

name of Christ around the world.  

Potluck Supper October 30 to Welcome the Groves 

The Missions Team cordially invites you to a potluck supper 

on Monday, October 30 as we host the Reverend Delbert 

Groves and his wife Sandy.  Supper will be served at 6:00 pm 

followed by a presentation by the Groves that will begin at 

7:00 pm. 

Delbert and Sandy are both United Methodist missionaries 

with the General Board of Global Ministries.  They both serve 

at the New Life Center in Kitwe, Zambia.  The center was 

established in 2001 through Delbert and Sandy’s efforts, and 

has grown into a resource for the young United Methodist 

Provisional Conference of Zambia.  It has numerous outreach 

ministries, including New Life Press, health education, PET 

Zambia (handicap bikes for mobility), a learning and 

computer lab, English instruction, instruction in new church construction, and other training 

ministries. Additional information is available online at www.NewLifeZambia.com. The couple also 

hosts volunteer-in-mission work teams. 

Delbert's focus at present is on church leadership and spiritual growth training through conferences, 

seminars, workshops, and crusades. He also works in the New Life Pressroom, training and 

developing future printers and creating printed material. 

Delbert and Sandy served for eight years in the Southern Congo Annual Conference in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) until political unrest necessitated their relocation to the 

neighboring country of Zambia.  Delbert was ordained as an elder by the Zambia Provisional 

Conference in 2006. He is a member of the Florida Annual Conference. 

Reflecting on his work in Africa, Delbert says, "Christ not only saves us from our sinful, selfish 

nature, but he heals the body and mind so we can discover all that he has for us to live out a 

new life filled with purpose and hope. I love watching God work!" 

Delbert and Sandy have four adult sons: James, Nicholas, Seth, and Nathan; three daughters-in-law: 

Kellie, Lisa, and Amanda; as well as four grandchildren: Charles, William, Taylor, and Del. 

| Missions Team 

http://www.newlifezambia.com/
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A Festival Service of  
Praise and Thanksgiving  

Celebrating  our 175th anniversary  
and the shared Christian ministry  

of all area churches in Hillsdale  
for over 178 years 

with 
Bishop David Bard  

of the Michigan Area of  
the United Methodist Church 
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World Communion Sunday 
October 1, 2017 

4:00 pm 

“O God,  

our help  

in ages past,  

our hope  

for years to 

come…” 

Second Row Photos: 1. Ushers: Pat Bowditch, 
Judy Burgee, Gail Clow. 2. Greeters: Barb 
Vallieu, Colleen Fadden, Martha Smith, Rick 
and Sheri Piper. 3. Liturgist Laurel Ourensma. 
4. Bishop Bard’s message “1x1x1x1 Touches 
Infinity”. 5. Sharing communion together. 
Third Row Photos: 1. State Rep. Eric 
Leutheuser presents a tribute. 2. U.S. 
Congressman Tim Walberg presents a tribute. 
3. Accompanists Don Gambill and Renee 
Nestorak. 4. Reception Servers: Sue Walter, 
Jan Tesch, Judy Burgee, Ginny Delauter, Pat 
Bowditch, Janice Kizer, Skip Payne. Bottom 
Row Photos: 1. Music Director John Ourensma 
leads the combined choir. 2. Bishop Bard and 
Rev. Brook serve communion. 3. Guests 
gather in the Fellowship Hall for a reception.  

 Top Row Photos: 1. Barb Vallieu brings the light to begin 
worship. 2. Rev. Pat Brook welcomes the congregation and 
guests. 3. Bishop David Bard offers the message and opens 
the table for communion. 4. The congregation with guests 
from many area churches.  
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Your Building Committee has received the 

construction plans from the architect firm so the 

bidding process will begin.   A Charge 

Conference is scheduled for 10:00 am on 

Saturday, October 21 in the sanctuary. District 

Superintendent Dale Miller will lead us in this 

conference which was called for the sole 

purpose of considering the motion to approve 

the building plans and proceed with the project. 

Since construction is scheduled to begin April 

2018, the plan will allow for activities to 

continue for another liturgical season of Advent 

through Easter and will provide adequate 

preparation for the bidding to be held.  The 

heating system is expected to function for at 

least another winter.   

There are many facets to a building project that 

involved plopping an elevator in the middle of 

an existing building – and more precisely, 

between an 1865 brick structure and a 1958 

addition of more modern construction. Such a 

plan involves lots of thinking and careful design 

and planning. This month we offer a few 

thoughts about how the areas surrounding the 

construction will be affected. 

Office Level | On the top floor, by the church 

offices, the elevator door will be right where the 

current single stall ladies' restroom is. New 

restrooms will be installed down the length of 

the hall, in space now occupied by the men's 

room, the janitor's closet, the storage room, and 

the "counting room." Across the hall, work will 

be done to acquire space for a janitor's closet 

and storage using the current "Blue Room" 

bathroom and part of the current Coat Room. As 

you can imagine, the entire upstairs hallway will 

of necessity receive a complete facelift. 

Sanctuary Level | On the sanctuary level, access 

to the elevator will be next to the existing 

restroom, set back behind the memorial niche, 

parallel to the stairs going down. Again, this will 

necessitate painting and flooring update in the 

entire narthex. 

Preschool Level | On the Preschool level, the 

elevator door will be where the current ladies' 

restroom door is located. Then the existing 

men's restroom will be rebuilt, and a new ladies' 

restroom will be installed directly across from 

the preschool. Again, you can see why that 

entire area will receive new flooring and paint. 

Fellowship Hall Level | Finally at the 

Fellowship Hall level there will be major 

construction to create the elevator pit, access to 

where the elevator door will be, widening the 

hallway past the kitchen, creating new storage 

space, installing a new handicap restroom  right 

off the Fellowship Hall in part of the space 

currently occupied by the boiler room, and 

taking down parts of the ceiling to install the 

plumbing for the upstairs restrooms and piping 

and ventilation ducts for the updated heating 

system. So it's no surprise that the Fellowship 

Hall will need to have a new floor and a fresh 

paint job. 

Such are the practical challenges of an elevator 

installation in an existing building. Once a 

building contractor is selected and a project 

manager comes on site to work with us to 

schedule all this work, then we will know just 

how we might be able to use various parts of the 

building during construction, as well as when 

certain parts of the building will be temporarily 

unusable.  

Your Building Committee meets monthly to 

continue its work on the details of this project 

and further information will be shared as 

available. Your continued prayers are 

appreciated.  | Barb Vallieu, Building Committee 

Building Committee Update 

Our Heritage, Our Turn, God’s Tomorrow 
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Prayer Requests | Prayers for anyone who is in need of God’s comfort and peace. 

Current: Sue Kinney 

Continuing: Pat and Tom Bildner, Jack Bowles, Jackie Budd, Lorna Busch, Shirley Connolly, Ethel 
Ferguson, Lynn George, Mike Hamilton, Kristine Hasty, Larry Jackson, Pat Laurell, Jim and Bev 
Marks, Jackie Mitchell, Bettie Monroe, Carolyn Parker, Gene Parker, Betty Scheibner, Maggie Swan, 
Daryl Sweet, Carol Tindall, Rev. Tamara Williams  

In Nursing Care or at Home: Dorothy Aspinall (in Illinois), Sammy Brink, B.J. Clark, Shirley 
Connolly, Susie Eichler, Lois Fosbender, Bev Hart, Bert Hill, Ruth Huston, Jackie Mitchell, Bettie 
Monroe, Colleen Ridenour, Bob Scholl, Carol Tindall 

Serving in the Military: Ricardo Arellano, Emily Mitchell 

Prayers and People 

Notes of Thanks 

Dear Rev. Brook: Thank you for the kind 
words following your 175th anniversary 
celebration. It was my privilege to be with 
you. Besides being “a Boy Scout in the 
basement”, I recall standing in that same 
sanctuary for my oldest brother’s wedding 
(and many others) and of course funerals of 
friends and loved ones. For years as a 
parishioner of First Presbyterian, we 
enjoyed joint services in the summer, an 
ecumenical spirt on full display at your 
celebration.  

Best wishes again.  | Eric Leutheuser 

 

Dear Church Family: We would like to thank 
you for the many wonderful wishes you 
showered on us as we celebrated our 50th 
wedding anniversary. We feel truly blessed!  

| Jim and Jan Tesch 

Dear Church Family: Thank you for helping 
to send me to my camps. I had a lot of fun! At 
the Arboretum I caught a huge leach! At 
Camp Michindoh we went down a fun 
waterslide and played “pin the feather on 
the flamingo”. Thank you! | Jenna Ellis  



Bulletin Board Headlines 

Called to Children’s Ministry? 
 

The position of  
Director of Children’s Ministry is open.  

The position’s main responsibility is to provide for 

Sunday morning experiences  

for children at both the  

9:30 and 11:00 am services.  

If you are interested or if you know of someone who 

might be, please contact Pastor Pat at 

brook.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

October Anniversaries   

  1 Curt and Anne Jensen 

    1 Jim and Jan Tesch 

 8 Noble and Anna Bertalon 
  

  
  
  

  

 October Birthdays   

   1 Anna Scheibner 

     6 Linda McKay  

     7 Carol Emery 

    9 Aaron Delauter 

 14 Jim Tesch 

 19 Martha Smith 

 23 Carol Yearling 

 25 Pam Laurell 

 25 Sam Nash 

 25 Bill Vanarsdalen 

 30 Ruth Huston 

 31 Jim Bowen 

November Anniversaries   

  1 Roland and Carlene Patterson 

    1 Rick and Sheri Piper 

 8 Marvin and Elaine Rich 
  

  
  
  

  

 November Birthdays   

   1 Tom Holland 

     6 Nancy Payne  

     9 Jackie Mitchell 

 14 Joel Fontana 

 15 Chrissy Coles 

 28 Sonja Slagle 

Coming Events 
 

 

October 10-November 7 
Early Childhood Music Class 

 

October 21 
Charge Conference:  
Building Project 

 

October 28 
Tent and Treat Harvest Fest 

 

October 30 
Potluck Supper with 

Missionaries 
Rev. Delbert and Sandy 

Groves 
 

November 4 
Free Community Dinner 

 

November 12 
Church Conference 

 

Charge Conference | On Saturday, October 21, District 

Superintendent Dale Miller will lead us in a called 

Church Conference for the sole purpose of considering 

the following motion: 

“Having secured the authorization of the church 

conference to proceed and electing a building committee 

at the church conference on November 10, 2016, and 

preliminary approval of the district board of church 

location and building on February 7, 2017, the same 

building committee now moves approval of this plan to 

add an elevator and renovate the heating system of the 

church building and so to begin the project.” 



OCTOBER 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 
4p Festival 

Service with 
Bishop Bard 
7p Boy Scouts 

2 3 
12p Kiwanis 
6p Lions Club 

7:30p Handbells 

4 
9:30a First Light 
1:30p Quilters 
6p First Light 

6:30p Radio Club 
Board 

5 
11a-4:45p  

Red Cross Blood 
Drive (FH) 
6:30p Choir 

8p Praise Band  

6 
 

7                 5-7:00p 
FREE 

COMMUNITY 
DINNER 

 

Pork Loin 
Red Potatoes 

 

Proceeds to SPARC: 
St Paul’s Activity 
Resource Center 

8 
9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 
7p Boy Scouts 

9 
 

5:30p Trustees 
  

10 
12p Kiwanis 
5:30p Early 

Childhood Music 
Class 

6:30p Finance 
7:30p Handbells 

 

11    
1:30p Quilters 
6p ONE Team 

12 
1p Love, INC 

5:30p KJP Board 
6:30p Choir 

8p Praise Band  
 

13 
KJP Field Trip 

14 
9a Violin Group 

Lessons - 
Nestorak  

15                        
9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship with 

breakfast 
(Fellowship Hall) 

7p Boy Scouts 
 

16 
6:30p Worship 

Team 
  
  

17 
12p Kiwanis 
5:30p Early 

Childhood Music 
Class 

6:30p Habitat for 
Humanity 

7:30p Handbells 

18          
9:30a First Light 
1:30p Quilters 
6p First Light 
7p MJT Circle 

  
 
 

19 
6:30p Choir 

7p Radio Club 
8p Praise Band 

 
 
 

20 
 
21           

10a Charge 
Conference 
(Sanctuary) 

22            
9:30a Worship

(Sanctuary)  
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 
7p Boy Scouts 

7p Singspiration 
Stokes Chapel 

   
 

23 
1:30p ArtWorks 

Board 
7p Ad Board 

  
 

24   
12p Kiwanis 
5:30p Early 

Childhood Music 
Class 

6:30p  Building 
Committee 

7:30p Handbells 

25       
9:30a First Light 
1:30p Quilters 
6p First Light 

  
  
 

26 
6:30p Choir 

8p Praise Band 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 
  

28            
12-2p Tent and 

Treat  
Harvest Fest 
(Front Lawn) 

 

29 
9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 
7p Boy Scouts 

 
 

 

  
 

30 
6p Potluck with 

Missionaries Rev. 
Delbert and Sandy 

Groves 
(Fellowship Hall)  

  
 
 
 

31     
12p Kiwanis 
5:30p Early 

Childhood Music 
Class 

7:30p Handbells 
 

1         NOVEMBER  
 

9:30a First Light 
1:30p Quilters 
6p First Light 

6:30p Radio Club 
Board 

 
 
 

  

2 
 

6:30p Choir 
8p Praise Band 

  

 3 
  
 
 

4 
9a Violin Group 

Lessons 
 
 
 

5-7:00p 
COMMUNITY 

DINNER 
 

Turkey 
Mashed Potatoes 

 

Proceeds to KJP 

KJP Parent-Teacher  

Conferences 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

Pastor: Rev. Pat Brook  
brook.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

Director of Music: John Ourensma  
ourensma.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

Associate Director of Music: Renee  Nestorak  
nestorak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

Church Administrator/Director of Youth Ministries 
Pam Laurell, laurell.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

Facilities Supervisor: Jeff Kornak 
kornak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 


